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Administration  of  the  E4RL  of  ITARDWICKE, 

under  Mr.  PITT. 


I 


The  disgraceful  efforts  of  Mr.  Addington,  jind  ^^J|^ 
his  inexpert  journeymen,  to  execute  the  ruinouft 
projects  of  !Mr.  Pitt;  had  so  disgusted  the  thinking 
and  ihdepiendent,  and  so  alarmed  the  waverijig  and 
interested  part  of  the  nation,  that  that  imbecile 
itinister  could  no  longer  hold   together  the  ma- 
jority.  in .  Parliament,   which  was  necessary  to  sup- 
port a  Government  even  of  the  King's  friends,    Mr^ 
Addington  had,  during  a  considerable  part  of  his 
adnilnistration  been  so  intoxicated  with  parliamen- 
tary majorities,  that  he  foolishly  attributed  to  his 
own  strengUi^   what  arose  out  of -the  occasional 
sapport  of  the  old  opposition,  or  the  internal  dis- 
union, forbearance  or  craft  of  the  seceders.    When 
Mr..  Pitt  from  personal  observation,  and  the  busy 
suggestions  of  bis  creatures  had  been  induced 'to 
believe  the  earnestness  of  Mn  Addington  in  mahx- 
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^J5^  tainitig  hi»  post  against  him,  wlio  had  raised  him 
to  it,  ethat  ambitious  <}ielator  rallied  his  much 
diminished  forces,  and  peremptorily  summoned 
to  his  rank  every  kidtvidua},  whom  he  had  origi* 
Bally  enlisted  in  his  service  by  art,  fear  or  largess. 
Mr.  Addingtoh,  the  weak  dupe  of  the  all-venturous 
craft  of  Mr.  t^itt,  :$$adejed  his  Tesignation  to  the 
Kitig,  which  was  with  reluctancy  accepted.  In 
the  sober  hour  of  refleetion  he  found  his  triumphs^ 
visionary,  his  Impotency  real.  Whatever  were  the 
principles,  springs  and  conditions  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
return  to  power,  certain  it  is,  that,  much*  negocia- 

*  A  letter  dated  on  the  8th  of  IViay  1801,  written  by  Lord 
Orenville  to  Mr.  Pitt  foupd  its  way  to  the  public  eye^  which 
kt  hi  much  light  upon  those  negociations.'  Lord  Gren^ille  and 
MTeral  persons,  whom  by  l^r*  Pitt's  destre  he  had  consulted* 
refused  to  engage  in  the  administratton,  whpch  he  w«i  then 
employed  in  formings  For  says  fai^  Lordship.  ''No  considerau 
''  tion  of  personal  ease^  no  appreheosion  of  responsibility,  nor 
**  reluctance  to  meet  the  real  situation,  into-  which  the  country 
H  hie  been  brougl^a  have  any  weight  in  this  decision  ;  nor  are  we 
fettened  by  any  engageneat  on  the  wbyect  eithev  eMpressedoi: 
iiBplied :  we  rest  our  detennin^tip^  splely  on  ^r  own  stronr 
*'  sense  of  the  impropriety  of  our  be<;oining  pacti^  to  a  system 
^^  of  Goyernment,  which  is  to  be  formed  a^  such  a  moment  as 
**  the  present*  on  a  principle  of  exclusion.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
*'  dwell  im  the  mischiefs,  which  have  ahready  resulted   from 

V  placing  th^  great  ofi^ces  of  Government  in  w^  and  incapable 
''hands*  We  see  no  hope  of  any  eQectual  rems(|y  for  theae 
"  miscbi^s,  but  by  uniting  in  the  public  ser?ice  as  large  a  pro« 
"  portion  as  possil^e  of  the  weight  talents  and  character  to^be 
^  ftond  in  public  men  of  all  descriptions,  and  without  any 
^f  eiDceptioa.      This  opinion  I  hare   already  had  occasion  to 

V  express  to  you  in  the  same  words,  and  we  hare  for  some4iBie 

V  p^st  been  actin|^  in  conformity  to  it ;  nor  can  we^  whilst  wa 
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tion  preceded  itt    great  difficulties  were  raised     '«*• 
against  it  at  St  James'.      Lord  'GrenviUe,  Mr« 
M^indham  and  other  respectable  Seceders  refused  to 
come  into  power  under  tbem^ 

The  new  arrangements  were  announced  in  the  New  iUtA^ 
Gazette*  on  the  1 4th  May:  and  <in  inspectioh  ofangcmc^ 

0 

^  remain  impressed  with  thit  perittBuoo«  concur  a  dtfeittng  aii 
"  objecty  for  which  the  cifciimila«ces  #f  the  preMot  times  affsrd 
'*  at  oii(ee  m>  strong  an  iodacemeiit  and  so  favourable  an  occa* 
'*  sion/'  His  Lordship  ended  liis  letter  with  what  Amounts  to 
bis  absolute  conviction  of  Mr.  Pitt's  insincerity.  **  We  ar^ 
"  certainly  not  ignorant  of  the  difficulties,  whidi  might  ha^e 
'*  obstructed  the  final  accotnpiishment  of  such  an  olject,  how« 
"  ever  earaestly  pomied.  But  when  in  tha  very  first  iusunot 
**  all  trial  of  it  fapredoded,  and  ^en  this  denial  of  Jt  is  made 
''  the  condition  of  all  subsequent  arrangementfli,  we  cannot  bu$ 
*'  fedj  that  there  are  no  motives  of  whatever  description ,  which 
'^  could  justify  our  taking  an  active  part  in  the  «8tabltshniMt 
^  of  a  system  so  advene  to  our  deUberoie  and  declared  opimcn/* 

•  THk  CABINET. 

Lord  Chancellor  Lord   Eldon. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  1  «|^  p-^ 
and  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury     j       *  i 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty         Lord  Viscount  Melville. 
Master  General  of  the  Ordnance  Earl  of  Chatham. 
President  of  the  Council  Duke  of  Portland. 

Lord  Pri  vy  Seal.  Earl  of  Westmorelam^. 

-fSecretaries  Foreign  Department   Lord  t^arrowby. 

Home  Dow  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

War  Do.  Earl  Camden. 

MINOR  ARRANGEMENTS. 

t^ans  or  ma  admiralty. 

%r  Philip  Stevens,  Sir  H.  Burrard  Ncale,  Sir  Jy^b  Colpoyt^ 
Admiral  Gambier,  Admiral  Patten^  Wm.  Dickson^  Jon.  £i<j[. 
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t!ie  names  shews,  that  Mr.  Pitt  now  more  thaft 
ever  considered  himself  the  sohI  and. spirit  of  the 
administration^  allovyiag  some  share  of  corordiaatd- 
influence  to  his  accommodating  friend  ^nd  veteran 
in  the  system,  Lord  Viscount  Melvilje.     The  i;est 
were  tools,   which  he  wielded  at  pleasure.    The 
motley  selection  was  attempted  to  be  justified  upon 
jiew  principles.    A  general  doctrii^e  rwiis Jnqukated 
into  the  numerous  mal-contents  with  the   choice- 
of  the  new  niinHters,  that  there  jvas ,  inherent  in 
Parliament  a  constitutional  right  to  interfere  with 
the  King's  nomination  by  withdrawing  its  confi- 
dence frqm  any  administratioi^  which  tliey  might, 
think  from  experience  inade^uate-to  the  exigencies 
of  the  country;  but  that  the  will  of  the  crown* 
was  not  to  he  thwarted  by  anticipation,  by  pre- 
sumption to  dictate  or  object,    before  the  new, 

LORDS  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

Lord  Fitzharris,  Lord  Lpuvaine,  the  Hon.  Henry  Wellesley, 
Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Long.  ' 

SECRETARIES  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

Mr.  Hul&loson  and  Mr,  Slurges  Bourne. 

'   BOARD  OF  CONTROUU 

£ARL  OF   CASTLEREAGHj^  VRESIDBNT. 

Joint  Paymasters  of  the  army       Messrs.  Rose  and  Steele 

Treasurer  of  the  Navv  '  Mr.  Canning.  ^ 
Secretary  at  War  Mr.  \Vm.  Dunda*. 

Chan,  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Lord  Mufgrave. 
Lord  ChambeH&in  Earl  of  Dartmouth* 

\  Master  of  the  Mint  Mr.  Rose. 

Comptroller  ofjlhe  household  '   Lord  George  Thyiuie. 
'       A^rney  General  .  Mr.  Perceval. 

SolicitorGoneral  Mr«D£dUs» 
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appointees  should  have  entered  upon  their  func-  ^  ^y^^ 
tiotis.  Thus  did  Mr.  Pitt  endeavour  to  acquire 
credit  under  his  new  appointment^  by  reconciling, 
the  public  nvitid  to  the  parliamentary  expulsion  of 
Mr.  Addington.  These  principles  were  substan- 
tially inapplicable  to  the  new  arrangements.  Mr, 
Addington's  administration  had  certainly  forfeited 
the  confidence  of  Parliament.  But  neither  Mr.* 
Pitt  nor  Lord  Melville  were  new  men:  they  pro^- 
fussed  no  principle,  they  proposed  no  .system 
difFering  from  those  of  their  predecessors.  Such  of 
the  old,  as  retained  power  in  the  new  administra^ 
tion  offered  no  change  either  of  principle  or 
conduct .  The  new  subordinate  appbintments  were 
bottomed  either  upon  long  tried  subserviency,  or 
strongly  pledged  fidelity  to  Mr.  Pitt  .  But  ia 
Ireland  so  little  claim  could  be  set-up  by  the  new 
Government,  not  to  be  prejudged,  till  they  should 
have  entered  upon  the  exercise  of  their  offices,  that 
the  only  change  was  the  appointmeiit  of  Mr. 
Foster  to  be  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer :  the 
man,  who  had  risen  yito  consequence  from  his 
lust  for  the  system,  under  which  his  country  had 
fio  long  writhed. 

The  actual  return  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Mel- Mr.  pitt»i 
ville  to  power  without  Lord  Grenville,  Mr.  Wind-r  JJaJ^jl^^ 
ham,  and  some  other  seceders  in  18Q1  bespeaks 
a  difference  between  them  in  the  principles  and 
conditions  either  of  their  abdication  or  of  their  re*^ 
turn,  or  of  both.  The  particular  points  of  differ-, 
ence  may  not  be  known  to  posterity,  but  certain  it 
is,  that,  Mr.  PHtdid  not  carry  hack  with  him:  into 
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}^ ,  the  csihiwei  even  with  the  aid  of  his^commodatitig 
aaxiliary  Lord  MelviUe  all  the  influence  and  power, 
which  left  it  on  his  secession  in  1801.     JBesides  the, 
loss  of  the  interests  of  the  few,  who  may  be  fairly 
presumed  to  have  rejected  the  terms  of  readnussionyv 
(particularly  as  to  Ireland)  Mr.  Addii]^ton  by  Itiis 
pledges  and  accommodation  to  all  the  mysteries  of 
t\st'4/oubl€  cabinetha,d  acqaired  a  lasti^ig  hold  of  the 
royat  mind.     He  enthusiastically  preached  up  th9 
favourite  court  doctrine,  that  the  anticipated  will 
of  l^e  executive  wact  to  lead  the  judgment  of  the^ 
deliberative  powers  of  the  state.    Mr.  Pitt.fiiUy 
knew  the  efiiicacy  of  the  join^t  influence  of  court  and 
t)reastary:   and  he  prepared  to  make  bead  againa^ 
the  occult  powers  behind   the:  citrtain.      Qie^t 
Britain.  Ireland,  and  the  colonies  were  Mill  devotQ^ 
to  his  rule.   Not  so  stood  be  in^his  ffxreign  r^lationa^ 
S'rom  the  faikire  of  all  his  continental  pifoj^cts^  h^ 
beheld  his  country  reduced  to  the  awful  necessity 
of  contending  alone^    not  aa.  formerly  for  coi^- 
merce^  territory,  or  power,  but  for  existence.  Un-: 
der  his  own  uncontrouled  direction  of  the  BritisH 
sceptre,  lie  felt  the  physical  forces  of  the  conti- 
nent concentered  to  a  point,  and  dir^ted  by  9^^ 
youth,  who  had  xisen  undei  his  own  eyes,  into 
manhood,  and  th?  proud  possession  (no  mjatter 
how  acquired)  of  moi^  pow^r^  and  whqhad  m£h 
naged  it  with  moi^  success,  ihaxi  is,  recorded  o^ 
any  man  in  the  page  of  hi/s^toiy.     ^e  reflected , 
With  desperate  indignation,  that  fiitooaparte  had 
BOW  become  the  puissai^it  Emptor  of  the  JFrencb, . 
notwithstanding  his  tsioasted  efibtts.  to  cnisk.  tha^i^ 
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Batioii  and  erase  it  fram  the  Qaap  of  Eiiiope.  Ht  J^^ 
no  where  diacovered  the  fruits  c^  his  harisg  0ver<^ 
stretched  tine  regaJ,  extended  the  aristoeyatiCji  and 
depressed  the  democratic  biai)cfaes  of  ^  cousti* 
tution,  of  his  barving  encreas^^  the  natiomd  debt 
by  between  three  and  four  hondred  aiiillifMi%  and 
of  his  having  shed  the  blood  of  Huniy  acoie  thour 
lands  of  his  fdlow-enfajecta.  Kis  foiled 
had  settled  in  personal  anqnosftyi  and  he 
himadf  the  rival  of  thit  man  of  stupendous  ent 
terpriM  and  pottrntpus  success^  Thravgh  Mf* 
AcMington  had  he  basely  attempted  to  deciy  am| 
Tilify  the  personal  character  of  Napokon,  \>y  th6 
drcaAation  of  the  most  virulent  poblipations,  and 
the  exhibition  of  the  most  revolting  priiits  froiiii^ 
notorious  fairelmgs  of  the  British  treiisuiy.    ^ 

No  sooner  ^d  l^r.  Pitt  resumed  bis  fui^ctiotfs;  9iri;i 
fhan  he  became  sensible,  ^t  his  majesty's,  hedtb  oe^uTi^r 
had  heeiii  bnik  partial^  restored.  Access  to,  andpitt^  '* 
personal  coramun^cation  with  the  royal  peraonagcf 
were  less  free  to  him  now,  than  during  his  former 
adipinistration.  The  royal  mind  was  more  thati 
e\xr  disturbed  ij^ith  scruples  about  the  violation  of 
the  coTonatiou  o^tH  by  catliolip  qo^ession :  and 
Mr.  Addmgton,  who  had  fed  and  fomented  themj^ 
continued  to  Sfceiv^  more  confidential,  ffiyor  from 
his  Sovereign,  than  was  usoal  or  fitting  to  be  en^ 
joyed  by  an  eitLrp^iaist^.  ^r»  Pitt  and  the  chan-^^ 
cellor  had  interviews  with  the  Prince  of  Wales  at 
Carlton  House.  Resides  the  reconciliation  of  the 
Prince  with  his  Majesty  and  the  Duke  of  York, 
which  their  late  c6rfesp6ndenee  had  rendered  dif- 


'  * 
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]^^  ficult^/thetctras  and  coiiditions  of  a  regency  were 
universally  believed  to  have  b«ii  the  subject  of 
Itfacni ,-  As.  Mr.  ^  Pitt  from  hts ,  conduct  in  1 7  88, 
s^Bdrsubsequent  demeanour  towards  his  royal  Higfa« 
ne^  on  every  occasion,  was  known  systematically 
l;<>i&pjMice:tl)e  [iossei^idn  of  any  power  by.  his  royal 
Hi^ctfsas  indepaadant  of  the  minister,,  it  Was  ^not 
to,  l}£  e;i fleeted,  that  the  result  of  an.y>  proposal 
f^di^i.MrtiPitfc  should  ;be.gratefuL  to  the  feelings  of 
}}i&  r0yal  Highness.  .  Mr.  Pitt  endeaivoufcdin^'the 
V^L^BiXXiiy^Qe^  by  manoeuvring unparliaimeftt^  to  s^p^ 
ply  Wb. loss. of  personal  influence  Upon,  h'w  Sove-t. 
rejgq.  JiU  success  in  the  senate  fell  i^horfc.of 
Jii?.  jejq^tetiQri;  fotrwith  his  utmost  exertiojc^bo 
faiyjied  hi^icjef^ce  biUcwilyiby  a  majority  of  40,  afid 
his  additimial  force  bill  by  that  of  2^ ;  io  this  lattec  ^ 
^motionwaSirnade,  in  whi(rh  be  was  left  inamido* 
Ttty.  Soon  after  Mr.  Secretary  Nepean  ^obtained 
If  4ye  tQ  bring  in  a  jbill  for  establiihmg  aad  maintaiun 
Ing  a  p^rman^ nt  additHonal  force  ifi  Ireland.  •  Mn. 
^^oster'sf  inotiou  for  the  appointment  of  commiSfr 
sion^rs  tQ  enquire  into  the  foes  and  expences  of  cer* 
tain  oi)^ces  in  Ireland,  brought  on  a  most  interesting 
9onyers«itiQn  upon  the  arrears  of  the  Irish  revenues.' 
§ome  bills:  wer/e  moved  in  progress,  .touching  tli6 
i^tamp  duties  and  other' branches'  of  the  Irish  re- 
venue: and  Mn  Foster  introduced  bills. for  exr. 
plaiuipg  and  amending  the  laws,  relative  to  the^ 

^  So  zealous  ws^f this  gentHtoian  ibr  forwardittj^  the  sysfidin^it 
Ireland,  that  be  acted  ^$jchi3i|ii:«l1or  of  th^  je'x^heque^;  %  ^fP^I* 
^W^ble  time  before  he  was.apppinted  tq  the  office.^ 
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linen  manufactures  of  Ireland,  and  for  continu-     ^^^*- 
iug  and  amending  the  Irish  corn  acts. 

In  opening  the  Irish  budget,  Mr.  Foster  did  ,^^fJ: 
not  let  slip  the  opportunity  of  laying  to  the  ac-*^- 
count  of  the  Union  the  distresses  of  his  country. 
He  lafmented  to  find  the  predictions,  which  he 
had  ventured  to  urge  on  the  probable  state  of 
Iretaiid,  during  the  discussions  upon  the  Union, 
but  too  forcibly  verified  by  the  then  deplorable 
state  of  her  finances,  as  compared  with  her  pub- 
lic debt  and  expenditure.  Within  the  last  10 
years,  the  public  debt  of  Ireland  had  made  an 
alarming  progress.  It  stood  in  1 793  at  2, 400,0001, 
in  1800  at  25,400,0001.  On  the  5th  January 
1804  at  43,000,0001.  and  in  that  year  there  had 
then  been  added  to  it  no  less  a  siuu  than  9,500,0001. 
This  formed  a  quota  fi^r  exceeding  the  ratio  esta- 
Wished  by  the  Union  dompact  to  be  paid  by  Ire- 
land. This  ruinous  race,  in  which  Irdand  was  so 
fer  exceeding  her  means  by  her  expenditure,  would 
shortly  equalize  her  debt  in  proportion  to  that  of 
England,  and  entitle  England  to  call  for  a  parlia- 
mentary decision  aad'  qonsolidation  of  accounts 
and  equalization  of  taxes.  He  then  stated  to  the 
house  the  corresponding'  produce  of  the  Irish  re-* 
venue,  Jn  the  year  1800,  which  immediately  pre- 
ceded the  Union,  the  net  produce  of  the  revenue 
was  2,800,OOOL  when  she  owed  25,000,0001  in  the 
last  year  it  was  only  2,789,0001.  whilst  the  debt 
amounted  to  53,000,0001.  There  was  every  rea- 
son to  believe,  that  for  the  running  year  the  \)vo- 

4ti9e .  of » t]be.  Jrisl^  revenue  would  not  yieW  one 
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2^04^  shilliiig  towards  Jrelandk^  quota  in  the  commoti 
escpenditute  of  t})e  empire.  Such  was  the  situa* 
tion  of  Ireland  in  the  suqinier  of  180^  as  de-- 
ptcted  by  Mr.  Foster,  with  an  ^iMrmous  and  grow- 
iqg  encrease  of  <lebty  a  rapid  falling  off  of  reye-* 
nue,  and  a  decay  of  commerce  and  miinuf^cture. 
He  then  propp^  raising  additional  taxes^-  which 
chiefly  fell  on  home  made  spirits^  wine,  and  tea^ 
to  meet  the  public  expenditure  of  the  year  ^. 

*  Mr.  Foster,  who  now  had  agftin  jerked  his  n^ay  into  the 
xfavor  of  Mr.  Pitt,  with  whom  he  had  quarrelled  on  the  exorhi- 
tancy  of  his  demands  for  supporting  the  Union,  took  this  op- 
portnni^*  of  endearouring  to  white- wash  his  defectioa  frotn  hts 
okt  employers  by  thift'  last  burst  of  forced  patriotfiKm*  He  laid 
before  parliaraeAt  a  fair  and  true  state  of  the  c<yvtuplioii  and 
wMits  of  the  Irish  government  in  the  mei^agement  of  thec^Te* 
nue.  He  minutely  sei  forth  the  balances  permitted  to  remain  in 
the  hands  of  the  collectors.  The  last  accounts  of  the  enormous 
reircnue  of  England  sher/ed  only  a  balance  of  37,Q00h  i»  the 
hands  of  the  English  coUectors,  and  the  correspDudiog  accooills^ 
of  the  Ivish  revenue^  shewed  a  balance  <^G(X),^GpL  in  the  hand* 
ef  the  collectors  then  in  office :  and  in  order  to  prove  the  rapid 
growth  and  encrease  of  this  abuse^  he  further  stated,  that  the 
arrear  in  1803  had  amounted  to  40O,OOO],  and  last  year  to' 
505,1001.  Besides^this  heaxy  arrear  ia  the  hands  of  the  cellecr 
tors  tSien  in  office^  there  also  was  in  the  hands  of  collectors  dis- 
missed  an  arreax  of  120^0001.  He  specified  as  to  stamps;  the 
whole  of  which  was  collected  and  paid  into  the  Stamp  Office  at 
Dublin »  and  there  then  was  upon  a  receipt  of  1 82^0001.  a  deficit 
of  8,6001.  2  and  in  the  Post  Office,  there  was  then  an  arrear  of 
|22,00OU  out  of  a  rerenue,  of  260,000t  As  a  financier  of  more 
promise  th^n  perfoimancej  he  assm^ed  the  house,  that  two  great 
arrangements  were  necessary  to  be  adopted  in  Ireland  to  keep 
her  from  sinking :  viz.  an  effectual  reform  in  the  collection  of 
her  revenue,  and  a  retfenchmcnt  in  the  expenc^s  of  her  govern* 
weirt.    -Fop  these  salutary  6bd9^  ho  engaged  at  a-  fttture*  day  tO' 
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fiefore  the  Parliament  roie,    Mr.  Hutchinson  ,JJ^ 
drew  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  daring  Mr.  justice 
manner,  in  which  the  articles  of  the  Union  were  b^iurd 
broken  through  by  th^  Irish  distillery  hills.     On^**""^ 
the  motion  of  Mjr«  Foster,  800,000L   Irish  cur- 
rency were  granted  to  his  nn^es^F  for  such  ex- 
pences^  as  exigencies  might  require  for  Ireland » 
and  1,700,6001  were  raised  by  treasury  bills   ia 
Ireland,  to  Jbe  charged  on  the  first  aids  of  1805. 
Bills  were  also  passed  for  accommodating  the  pub- 
lic with  a  circulation  of  small  notes^  and  other 
matters  of  reghktion  in  the  Irish  revenue.    The 
Marquis  of  ^bercOrn,  about  three  weeks  before 
the  close  of  Parliament^  presented  articles  of  com- 
plaint against  Luke  Fox,  a  Judge  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas  in  Ireland^    grounded  on  several 
petitions  jHreseoled  to  the  bouse  of  lords  against 
that  Judge.     The  articles^  he  said,  contained  every 
topic  of  complaint,   that  he  had  before  noticed 
iQ  that  house,  except  what  related  to  certain  high 
military  officers,  which  he  had  not  yet  been  able 
to  reduce  into  proper  form.     For  the  rest  of  the 
charges,   he  was  ready  then  to  go .  upon   them. 
He  moved,  however,  that  a  copy  of  the  articles  of 
complaint  should  be^  and  they  were  accordingly 
sent  to  Mr.  Jtsstice  Fox.    The  substance  of  them 

» 

noTe  for  a  committee  to  be  establiebed  in  England,  empowered 
to  examine  upon  oath  touchiog  every  item  of  the  public  ac- 
connts  of  Ireland^  that  should  be  brought  forward,  when  any 
^ubt  should  arise  upon  them.  The  abuses  and  misfortunes  of 
IteUikl  bmre  neuter  arisen  ftom  want  elj^ottf rs  id  t)ie  gOTem« 
^enlto  preTeni  or  correct  ib«nu 
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wot.     ^,-^5  lo  .  That  'Mr.   J'usticA  Fox^ia^  upon 

the  grand  jury  of  the  county  oFFPFmamigfi^  that 
it  was  their  duty  to  address  hrs  Majesty  to  remove 
the  Lord  Lieut    from  the  government  of  Ireland, 
\nth  the  intent  to  e^^cite  discontent,  against  his 
Majesty's  goverhment.     2^,  That  he  had  endea- 
voured to  induce  the  commatidjng  officer  of  a 
corps  of  yeomatiry  to  procure-  an   address  from 
that  corps  to  the  feame  effect)'  and  that' this  was^ 
ckjnewith  the  same  evil  design.     3^,    The  third 
part  stated  all  the  com|)laints,  winch  had  appeared . 
in  the  petitions  of  the  high  Sheriff  of  the  coultiiy 
and  of  the  petty  jurors;'  ih/t   high  Sheriff  GOm-. 
plainingof  having .4)6en  fined »500l.' by  Judge  Fok 
in  an  arbitrary  manner,  -and  the'  petty  jurors  liav- 
ing  been  stigmatized    by  him' in  Jiis* judicial  ca--- 
pacity,  as  being  unworthy  to  serv^  as  jurors  in; 
future.     Under  tliis  h^ad  also  w^as  included  the 
complaint  of  a  Mr.  Hart*,  who  coniplaitied',  that' 
having  been  one* of  the  grkrid  jury  of  the  county 
of' Donegal,  that  had  found  a  bill  of  indictilient 
against  one-  Dod^jofa,  for  having  impropeiJy  pro-' 
cured  the  oath  of  a  magistrate  coticerning  the  re- 
jiair  of  a  road,  in  which  Mr.  Hart  was  in  no  way 
interested,  Judge  Fox  upon  the   trial   had  taken 
an  opportunity  of  charging   the  petitioner  with 
having  very  improperly  interfered  in  the  business, 
and  had  used  tlieJje  expressions  concerning  him  to 
the  petty  jiiry  :  degraded  qni  disgraced  as  he  is  by 

.  ^  His  petition  had  been  presented  about  a  month  before  tatfa# 
f^ouse  of  commons  by  Sir  John  Stewartl  c 
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this  transaction,  which  will  entail  eternal  infamy 
on  him  and  his  family.  That  the  jury  having 
been  discharged,  the  petitioner  waited  on  the 
Judge,  and  asked  permission  to  return  to  Lon- 
donderry, in  order  to  attend  a  corps  of  yeomanry, 
which  was  refused  ;  and  on  the  next  day  in  court. 
Judge  Fox  caused  an  information  to  be  laid  against 
him  for  a  most  heinous  offence,  ordered  him  into 
custody,  and  to  be  put  into  the  common  dock,  where 
having  been  asked  what  he  had  to  say  forhimselfi 
the  petitioner  was  so  terrified,  that  he  was  unable  to 
articulate:  he  was  tlien  told  he  should  be  tried 
at  the  next  assizes,  and  was  holden  tp  enormous 
bail  for  his  appearance.  When  the  next  assi2e8 
came  on,  no  bill  was  found  against  him,  and  ho 
applied  to  the  house  to  redress  the  injury  he  had 
suffered.  The  charges  lastly  stated,  that  Judge  Fox 
had  grossly  and  wantonly  insulted  the  Marquis  of 
Abercom,  representing  him  as  withdrawing  him- 
self from  his  duty  as  a  Governor  of  a  county  from 
sulky  and  selfish  motives,  and  concluded  with 
charging'  the  learned  Judge  with  having  publicly 
acknowledged,  that  he  had  done  so  to  vex  and 
annoy  the  Marquis*.  All  proreeditigs  were  how- 
ever put  off  to  the  next  sessions, 

•  Within  three  dftys  after  Sir  John  Stewart  had  presented 
Air.  Hart's  petition  against  Judge  Fox>  Colonel  Cole  presented 
a  petition  to  the  house  of  commons  from  William  Armstrong  and 
others  (all  Orangemen)  of  the  county  of  Fermanagh  describing 
Ihemselyes  as  a  petty  jury,  holden  the  preceding  Summer  at  Enjj 
niskillen,  complaining,  that  one  Nicholas  Morryson  was  brought 
Vefore  tkem  for  trial,  upoa  u  s^m^j:  of  aiar4eo  of  which  ih^f 
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^^^V^  As  these  weighty  and  almoSt  incredible  charges. 
More  of  which  go  vitaUy  to  affect  the  source  of  public 
cas^  **** justice,  were  never  followed  up  to  a  close,  al- 
though by  coming  before  parliament  they  ac- 
quired a  publicity,  and  certainty  of  being  trans- 
mitted to  posterity  to  the  discredit  of"  the  learned 
and  respectable  character  attempted  to  be  afi^ted 
by  them,  historical  justice  requires,  that  an  impar- 
tial statement  of  ihe  circumstances,  which  gave 
rise  to  the  accusations,  should  be  handed  down  to 
posterity  with  tlie  substance  of  the  charges.  The 
more  so,  as  it  is  notorious,  that  the  government 
was  put  to  the  expence  of  many,  ^some  say 
30,0001.)  io  preparations,  to  bring  these  charges 
to  a  conclusion ;  and  Mr.  Justice  Fox  for  the  hap* 
piness  of  his  country,  still  retains  his  seat  on  the 
beach^  where  for  many  years  in  the  administra- 

felt  it  their  dutyjto  acquit  him  contrary  to  the  racommendatioQ 
of  Judge  Fox,  who  charged  them  very  specially  to  find  him 
guilty.  Upon  presentiiig  their  verdict^  the  Judge  manifested 
considerable  discontent^  aiid  on  the  following  morning  he  called 
the  grand  jury  before  him>  and  in  their  presehc^  and  t1)at  of  a 
orowded  court>  reprobated  the  conduct  of  the  petitiooer«»  stig- 
matized their  <:haracters/  and  Kbid  them  forth  to  the  country  as 
persons  not  tojbe  credited  on  their  oaths.  He  also  directed  the> 
Sheriff  not  to  impannel-lhem  on  any  jury  in  future,  and  also  to 
defiver  their,  names  to  hCs  successor  in  office,  in  order  that 
they  might  never  again  appear  upon  any  jury.  They  professed 
their  readiness  to  [^oduce  evidence  at  the  bar  to  substantiate  their 
allegations,  their  wish  to  lay  before  the  bouse  a  note  of  the  evi» 
dence  upon  the  trial,  to  virbich  the  petitioa  referred,  and  their 
hope,  that  justice  would  be  done  them  in  such  way,  as  to  the  wis- 
V  ^  dom  of  the  house  should  seem  meek    The  petition  was  ordered 

Id  lie  on  the  table. 
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tioB  of  justice  he  has  exhibited  the  rare  and  esti-  ^^ 
mable  example  of  coupling  profound  learning  with 
inflesible  impartiality  and  firmness.  For  a  length 
of  time,  and  niore  particularly  from  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  Armagh  persecutions  in  1795^ 
and  the  establishment  and  extension  of  the  Orange 
societies  through  the  northern  counties^,  the  source 
of  public  justice  had  become  so  habitually  cor*- 
rupt,  that  wherever  the  rights  and  interests  of 
Catholics  and  Orangemen  came  into  contest,  the 
result  was  invariably  favouraUe  to  the  latter. 
Hence  the  prevailing  belief,  that  the  secret  oath 
of  an  Orangeman  obliged  him  never  to  swear' 
against  the  life,  credit,  or  property  of  a  brother 
Orangeman.  The  opinion  Was  in  strict  confor^ 
mity  with  the  unvarying  run  of  Orange  verdicts; 
Hie  notoriety,  with  which  most  of  the  great  land-^ 
holders  of  the  North  cherished  and  encouraged 
Orangeism  has  been  already  noticed:  and  none 
shone  more  conspicuously  zealous  for  perpetuating 
that  system  than  the  Marquis  of  Abercom*  It 
lufficed,  that  it  partook  of  any  degree  of  pre-  , 
ference,  exclusion,  intolerance,  Oppression,  or 
ascendancy,  to  ensure  the  implacable  hostility  of 
Mr.  Justice  Fox.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Mar- 
quis of  Abercom  found  the  views,  spirit,  and 
principles  of  the  Orange  societies  peculiarly  sym« 
pathetic  with  his  own :  and  he  also  knew  how 
congenial  they  were  with  the  feelings  and  pros- 
pccte  of  his  friend  Mr*  PitU  The  hauteur  and 
ambition,  which  acituated  Mn  Pitt's  public  con- 
duct, too  p<^werfuUy  pervaded  the  private  chai^ 
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^^^1°*-  racter  of  the  Marquis  for  Mr.  Pitt  to  admit  him 
to  the  situatioa  of  viceroy,  to  which  he  appeared 
anxiously  to  aspire.  The  judge's  virtue  was  too 
firm  to  heed  the  frown,  or  crouch  t^  the  will  of 
power,  title^  or  .opulence* 
jxiraAber-  The  marquis  of  Ahcrcom  was  governor  of  the 
flueoceio  couuty  of  TyroBC, .  a^icl  the  avowed  friqnd  and 
protector  of  th^  Orangemen :  it  was  impossible, 
that  the  conduct  of  an  upright  and  inflexible 
Judge,  bent  on  recalling  long  strayed  justice  to 
these  northern  courts,  should  not  clash  with  the 
feelings,  and  woupd  the  pride  of  tlxat  governor. 
The  sacred  character  of  a  Judge  of  a  couit  of  re- 
cord  screened  him  from  actions  for  any  thipg  said 
on  the  bench  in  the  exercise,  of  his  eleyated  func- 
tion«  In  social  intercourse,  he  wa$  as  open  as  any 
other  person  to  be  questioned ,  in  an  action  for  li* 
bellous  or  defamatory  words*  As  the  observa? 
tions,  of  which  Lord  Abercoru  complained,  were 
not  lajd  by  his  Lordship^  as  made  by  Xhe  Judge  from 
the  bench,  they  c^W  not  be  presumed  to  have 
passed  in  court.  That  circumstance  would  have 
aggravated  tjie  *  delinquency  of  the  Judge,  and 

•  When  this  matter  was  on  ia  the  Lords  on  the  27th  of  June, 
Lord  CarletoD  said>  "  The  mere  imputation  of  misconduct  was  a 
"  very  great  infliction  to  any  man  of  feeling,  but  when  it  wa« 
''  thrown  out  against  a  person  fitting  the  dignified  sitaation,  that 
thte  learned  «Tudge  did^  the  punishment  in  that  instance  was  ag* 
gravated  in  atenfold  degree.  {jLis  Lordship  trusted,  that  the 
•*  learned  Judge  would  not  be  compelled  to  linger  under  this 
"  torture  of  his  reputatioh,  bat  that  the  noble  Marquis  would  in 
^'"the  course  of  that  session  bring  forward  the  subject  In  such  a 
f^  way  as  to  afford  him  an  opportjunity  of  rep^Ung  the  charge$.^ 
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have  more  strongly  warranted  the  Marquis's  appli-  ^^^^} 
cation  to  parliament     His  Lordship  wasx)pen,  if 
he  thought  fit,  to  obtain  redress  from  the  law 
courts  for  any  injury  he  might  have  suffered  from 
the  gross  and  wanton  insult,  which  he  complained 
nad   been  offered  to  him  by  Judge  Fox.     His 
Lordship's  object  and  plan  appear  to  have  been  to 
crush  the  Judge  with  the  resistless  arm  of  power. 
He  trusted,   that  his  influence  with  the  premier 
would  give  them  sure  effect.     Mr.  Pitt  w'astoo 
crafty  to  take  the  prosecution  into  the  hands  oJF 
Government,  but  threw  it  upon  the  shoulders  of 
the  Marquis^  lest  the  failure  might  be  laid  to  the 
account  of  Ministers  *.     Of  this  the  Marquis  com- 
plained in  the  house  of  Lords  with  some  degree  of 
petulance :  lamenting  his  own  inexperience  in  draw- 
ing up  criminsil  charges,  he  applied  to  lord  Carle- 
ton  to  aid  him  in  the  odious  task  of  crimination^ 
He  made  no  secret  of  his  having  assumed  the  de- 
grading function  of  providing,  collecting,  and  pre- 
ferring criminal  charges  against  the  learned  and 
honorable  Judge.     For,  said  ]fis  lordship,  '^  in  ad- 
"  dition   to  the  petition  of  Mr.  'Hart,    several  - 
'^  other  charges   of  a  similar  nature  had    l)een 
*'  transmitted  to  him,  couched  however  in  such 

^  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  survive  the  many  delays  and  difficulues, 
which  he  either  created  or  allowed  to  prevent  this  perplexing 
matter  to  government  bemg  brought  to  a  conclusion.  His  suc- 
cessors^  as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  thought  differently  upon  th* 
wholo  matter,  and  the  Marquis  of  Abercorn  commanded  not 
that  confidential  influence  upon  their  conduct,  which  had  been 
visibly  exercised  upon  that  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
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JJJ^  '*  unparliamentary  style,  as  would,  he  believed,  ren- 
**  der  it  necessary  to  send  them  back  to  Ireland  to 
"be  put  into  some 'degree  of  shape.*'  For  that 
amongst  other  reasons  jhe  dfe^palrbd  of  bring*, 
ing  the  matter  before  the  house  duHhg  that 
Session.  When  on  a  future  day  he  preferrei 
his  charges  against  the  karned  Judgie, '  he  closed 
the  recapitulation  of  all  tte  charges  of  his  Other 
informants,  with  an  angry  statement  of  hii 
own  gravefnen ;  tvhich  was,  that  Jiidge  Fox  had 
grossly  aha  teantomly  insulted  him  and  had 
publicly  acknbwleded,  that  he  had  so  -done  to  vex 
and  annoy  him.  iThe  sfeveral  persons,  whom  Lord 
Abercorn  had  procured  to  prefer  petitions  against 
Judge  Fox  \rere  allOrahgemen  :  arid  the  unfortu-^ 
nate  man,  whom  Nicholas  Morrison,  who  was  also 
an  or angemari^  h^d'tno&t  outrageously  murdited, 
was  a  catholie.*  *       ^  ' 

Mr.  Pitt's       Mr.  Pitt  was  little  satisfied  with  the  support  hcT 
tocJ^&^ro^had  received. in  Parliament   since   his  return  to 
5^|i"^jf  office.     Altho'  Mr.  Addington  had  affected  not  to 
controul  the  late  elections  by  any  treasury  influ- 
ence, he  now  found iSimself  constrained  to  exert  his 
personal  influence  upon  all  the  members,  who  owed, 
their  seats  to  his  patronage  or  favor,  to  join  him  in 
opposing  Mr.  Pitt.     Though  he  could  brook  the 
injury  of  being  displaced,. in  order  to  readmit  Mr. 
.,    Pitt  to  power,  he  could  nettheir  forgive  nor  forget 

*  The  author  has  been  assured  by  a  person  of  high  honour  and 
unimpeachable  veracity  present  when  Morrison  was  tried,,  that  a 
more  flagrant  case  of  murder  was  never' proved  before  a  jury* 
and  that  the  verdict  of  acquittal  raised  the  indignation  of  every 
unbiassed  man  in  court,  as  well  as  of  the  Judge.   . 


Administration  of  E.  Hardwicke  undct[  Mr.  Pitt.  }  9 

the  msult  of.  being  expelled  for  incapacity  and  ^  ^^  ^ 
weakness.  Mr.  Pitt. expected  to  regaia  more  of 
his  lost  power  by  negociation. during  the  recess, 
than  by  his  oratory  in  the  senate,  but  was  reluc- 
tantly constrained  to  prolong  the  session  to  the 
31st  of  July.  Under  the  combination  of  great  exter- 
naland  internal  difficulties,  it-  bepame  an  object  of 
peculiar  anxiety  with  the  minister,  to  give  to  the 
nation !  some  open  and  unequivocal  proof  of  the 
complete  recovery  of  his  Majesty's  health.  When 
the  King  went  to  prorogue  the  Parlianaeiit,  the 
House  of  peers  was  atfended  by  an  unusual  crowd, 
and  'particularly  by  the  few  foreign  ministers  then 
resident  in  London,  In  no  part  of  the  speech  was 
there  evea  an  indirect  reference  to  Ireland* .  If  was 
observed, .  that  his  Majesty  rea^  with  his  u^ual 
correctness  and  firmness  of  voice :  hut  in  turning 
over  the  leavesi  of  the  tnanuscript>  the  latter,  aad 
greater  pert  of  the  speech  was  omitted  to  be  read: 
of  which  no  notice  was  however  takei^  in  the  house 
of  Peers.  But  the  whole  speech,  as.  it  w;is  intended 
to  have  been  delivered,  wasread  by  the  speaker  at 
the  table  of  the  house  of  commons,  on  their  return 
to  their  own  chamber. 

Three  weeks  elapsed  after  the  prorogation  ofkinggo«to 
parliament  before  it  was  foun<l  aidvisable^  that  his    *'^™^"'  • 
Majesty  ^should  take  the  benefit  of  tl>e  sea  air  at 
Weymouth.     This  time  was  particularl}"  devoted 
to  private  negociations  for  thd  adjustment  of  dif- 
ferences stifl  subsisting  between  the.  headis  of  the  v 
Royal  fanfiily  and   the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  . 
most  practical  means  of  inducing  his  Majesty  to 
consult  bis  health  by  withdrawing  himself  from  the 
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.^J*^^  cares  and  burthen  of  government.  The  day  of 
the  King's  intended  departure  for  Weymouth  had 
been  fixed  for  an  interview  between  his  Majesty 
and  the  heir  apparent;  it  did  not  however  take 
place.  On  that  day  the  Lord  Chancellor  was  for 
some  hours  at  Carlton  house ;  #and  it  is  'not  lightly 
believed,  that  his  Lordship  was  on  the  occasion  so 
fearfully  alarmed  at  the  critical  state  of  affairs,  that 
he  most  urgently  pressed  an4  supplicated  his«llo}/al 
Highness  to  step  forward,  and  save  the  Empire 
from  destruction  by  accepting  the  sole  and  un- 
limited Regency.  His  Majesty  relapsing  occasion- 
ally into  his  disorder,  experienced  some  benefit 
from  his  excursion  to  the  sea  coast, 
intemai      '^^  apprcheusions  of  invasion  were  industriously 

raumr  *^  ^^*  ^P  ^"^^^  '^^  whole  summer.  The  govern- 
ment prints  sedulously  warned  the  public  against 
the  machinations  of  the  French  party,*  which  then 
prevailed  throughout  the  country.  Upon  this 
,  false  assumption  they  inveighed  against  French 
tyranny  and  injustice,  and  with  mischievous  im- 
providence decryed  the  loyalty  of  the  native  Irish. 
Thus  they  justified  the  expence  of  their  public 
measures  of  defence,  and  affected  to  sanction  the 

*  Reports  were  industriously  circulated  by  GoTernment,  that 
the  Irish  agents  and  parties  in  the  late  rebellion  were  i a  high 
Confidence  and  favour  with  Napoleon.  He  was  said  to  hare 
appointed  the  General  of  division  Clarke  and  Arthur  O'Connor, 
Commanders  of  the  legion  of  honour :  and  the  General  of  Brigade 
O'Neil  was  made  a  member  of  the  same  legion.  They  further 
gave  out  as  from  authority,  that  a  French  fleet  full  of  troops 
destined  for  the  inrasion  of  Ireland  had  escaped  out  of  Brest, 
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necessity  of  internal  coercion.  The  encampment  of  ^  "o*t 
15,000  men  near  the  Curragh  of  Kildare,  consisted 
of  regular  militia,  artillery,  British  iiorse  artillery, 
and  avast  number  of  the  commissariat  and  driver'$ 
corps.  Every  thing  bore  the  appearance  of  active 
service.  The  Martello  Towers  *and  other  defen-f 
sive  works  were  forwarded  with  unusual  energy. 
Many  persons  were  taken  into  custody  under  the 
suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus^  and  the  rigorouai 
treatment  gf  the  State  prisoners,  who  had  been  fo^ 
several  months  in  confinement,  was  sharpened* 
without  any  visible  or  known  cs^use, 

*Mr.  Jam^s  Tandy,  and  thirteen  other  of  the  principal  Stale  prt« 
soiiers  of  the  first  class,  as  they  were  stiledatthe  Castle,  petitioned 
the  Lord  Lieut,  on  the  1 1th  of  July  i  S04 :  and  after  having  spe- 
cified many  of  the  acts  of  barbarous  cruelty  inflicted  upon  them, 
as  sworn  to  in  the  King's  Bench,  they  concluded  in  these  words; 
In  short  we  experience  a  treatment  rather  calculated  far  untamed 
beasts,  than  men.  They  assured  his  Excellency;  that  to  the  press- 
ing aqd  repeated  remonstrances,  which  they  had  presented  to , 
Dr,  Trevor,  (the  inspector  of  the  prisons)t  against  th^  harshness 
of  their  treatment,  they  had  received  a  formal  Answer.  That 
it  h^  not  only  the  sanction,  bmt  its  origin  in  thc-  fxpress  direction^, 
qf  Lord  Hardmck's  Government,  The  &^  petition  having  not 
been  attended  to,  was  followed  up  by  a  secoi\4  on  the  12th  of 
August,  which  again  complained,  that  Dr.  Trevor  executed  his^ 
office  in  an^anner  at  once  mean  and  malicious :  and  pleaded ofiicrf 
firom  government  for  their  rigorous  treatment. .  They  complained, 
that  they  wefe  so  reduced  by~  th^ir  sufferings  (not  merited  by 
them,  nor  necessary  for  safe  custody,)  that  their  lives  were 
become  of  no  valu^  and  literally  a  burthen  to  them,  and  that 
there  was  not  one  of  the  petitioners,  vfhofrom^  many  concurring 
circumstances  coul4  not  on  oath  declare  a  firm  hfiUrfqf  an  intention 
to  deprive  tliem  qfUfe  by  underhand  means.  Sev^al  p^l^e^  state 
prisoners,  who  did  not  join  ii^  those  two  petitions  alres^dy  men- 
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1804.  \i  ^^35  jiQt  ^j]}  th^  closef  of  August,  that  Mr* 
r.  Foster,  FostCF  WHS  '  swoFil  luto  his  uewT  appointment  of 
an.  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exclirquer.  Some  attention  was 
-icquer.  g^^^^^  ^^  j-j^^  policc  of  Dublin  and  the  inconveni- 

ency  of  the  public  from  want  of  circulating  medium 
in  their  money  tiansactrons.  A  deputation  from  the 
Common  Council  of  Dublin  with  -the  Sh.eritFs 
waited  upon  the  Secretary  Sir  Evan  Nepe^n,  to  lay 
before  him  the  resolutrons  of  their  last  Michaelmas 
Assembly,  which  complained  of  the  ruinous  and 

ironed,  presented  separate  petitions  to  the  Lord  Lieutjenant,  and 
gcnl  letters  and  remonstrances  to  the  Secretary  and  other  confi- 
dential servants,  of  government  strongly  urging  to  be  examined, 
tried,  and  redressed  for  their  unmerited  and  intolerable  suiFerings. 
Most  of  these  applications  were  for  a  long  time  ineflfectnal.  •  All 
the  petitioners  and  remonstrants  trace  the  orders  for  their 
.rigoroqs  treatment  to  M.  A.  Mar^deii.  Mr.  Tandy  further  joined 
in  another  remonstrance  6n  the  13th,  and  a  memorial  on  the  27th 
of  Augtfst,  ISOi-.  He  had  also  entered  into  a.  personal  corres- 
pondence with  Mr.  INIarsden,  in  which  he  had  threatened  to 
inflict  personal  castigation  upon  that  Gentleman,  in  case  he 
should  ever  be  set  at  liljerty.  He  however,  (not  the  rest  of  his 
fellow  prisoners)  was  liberated  from  confinement  on  the  ISihof 
September  1804-,  on  entering  bail  before  Mr.  Alderman  Stamer, 
himself  in-  lOt'Ol.  and  bis  two  sureties  in  5001.  each.  Mr.  Tandy 
in  Sept.  1809,  published  this  solemn  assertion.  I  obtained  my 
enlargement  on  condition,  that  I  would  relinquish  my  proclaimed 
intention  ofjlosging  Mr.  M^rsden. 

f  On  the  24ih  .of  August  1804-,  the  Right  Honorable  John 
Foster,,  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  ]3art,^  (Secretary)  Lord  Frankford, 
I^rd  Viscount  Loftus.  and  the  Right  Honorable  Maurice  Fitznre- 
rald  were  appointed  and  svvorn  in  Commissioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  Trtasurer  to  hi«  Majesty's  Exchequer  in  Ireland  ;  a^s  was 
Mr.  Foster  for  that  of  Chancel  lor  of  the  Exchequer.  For  thfe  ac- 
commodation of  this  Gentjeman  a  new  and  superb  suit  of  apart- 
ments in  the  Castle  at  Dnblin  was  fitted  up. 
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filthy  state  of.  the.streets  of  Dublin,  the  frauds,  ^w*- 
by. which  the  price 'of  com  and  oither  provisions 
was  extravagantly  enhanced  :  the  distress,  to  which 
every  kind  of  trade  was  subjected  from  the  want  of 
silver  coinage,  for  change;  and  the  great  inconye- 
niency  suifesed  in  th^  principal  streets  of  Dublin, 
from  want  of  an*  avenue  from  Castle-fttreet  to 
Ship-street,  since  the  closing  of  the  postern  Castle 
Gate*  To  each  subject  of  complaint,  they  were 
assured  government  was  actually  applying  appro- 
priate retfiedies-:  and  particularly,  that  the  dies  for 
the  new  coinage  were  nearly  completed.  Not- 
withstanding the  face  of  the  country  were  per- 
fectly quiet,  un«urmountable  difficulties  occurred 
in  carrykig.into  effect  the  additional  force  bill  in 
Ireland. 

Without  following  Mr.  Pitt  through  the  fatal  lotemai  er. 
mazcof  his  continental  politics,  suffice  it  to  remark,  PiJaconu- 
that  their  principles  were  fiercely  opposed  and  repro-  hom**^ 
bated  by  the  old  opposition  in  Parliament,  as  their  ^*^ 
results  stiH  pregnant  with  unmeasurable  mischief,  are 
to  be  perhaps  irreparably  lamented  by  the  Empire. 
The   extent  and  consequences  of  the  mischief  of 
our  prostituting  national  faith,  honor  and  justice 
by  the  sinking  ^nd  capture  of  the  Spanish  frigates, 
as  they  were  entering  Cadiz  from  an  eastern  voyage, 
before  any  declaration  of  war  with  that  Power, 
are  still  unknown  and  perhaps  unmeasured.     THe 
fatality  of  all  Mr.  Pitt's  plans  and  nieasures  mani- 
fested itself  as  regularly,  as  their  result^approached. 
He  had  successively  insulted,  injured  or  ruined  all 
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]^^  liis  continental  allies  by  his  system  of  foreign 
policy :  and  by  that  of  his  home  system  he  had 
upbraided,  disappointed  and  revetted  Ireland  in 
irretrievable  degradation  through  the  union.  The 
Irish  Catholics^  whom  he  had  most  insidiously  fed 
with  prospects  of  emancipation,  anticipated  in  his 
return  to  place,  the  efficient  power  of  carrying  that 
object,  for  which  he  professed  to  have  abandoned 
his  official  situation.  They  now  practically  re- 
sorted to  *the  benefit  of  having  so  many  characters 
of  eminence  pledged  not  to  embark  in  the  service 
of  Government^  concept  on  the  terms  of  Catholic 
privileges  being  obtained.  Frequent  Catholic  meet- 
ings were  holden  in  Dublin,  in  which  the  general 
sense  of  the  body  for  petitioning  Parliament  for 
their  total  emancipation,  was  unanimously  resolved, 
Air.  Pitt  dreaded  nothing  so  much,  as  to  have  th« 
sincerity  of  his  pledges  brought  under  discussion. 
As  Lord  Fingall  from  his  rank  in  lifeiand  more  from 
the  amiable  qualities  of  his  mind,  was  known  to  pos^^^ 
sess  the^confidence  of  many  of  his  Catholic  country- 
men, Sir  Evan  Nepean  was  directed  through  his 
Xprdship  to  attempt  fevery  means  to  hold  back  the 
petition.  He  was  invited  to  dinner,  frequently 
closeted  at  the  Castle,  and  more  sedulously  courted, 
than.on  any  former  occasion.  However  his  Lordship 
may  have  been  personally  disposed  to  hold  back, 
few  or  none  of  the  body  could  be  induced  to 
postpone  their  petition. 

*  Vide  Mr.  Pitt's  and  Lord  Cornwallia*  Pledges  to  Dr.  Troy 
an^  Lord  Fingall^  Vol.  L 
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Some  time  after  his  majesty's  return  from  W^y-  ,J^^ 
mouth,  the  conciliatory  meeting  with  the  Prince  MiDisten 
of  Wales,    which  had  been  intended   before  thetb^^ibMi 
Royal  departure  from  London,  took  place,  Tlie  Earl  KinglSd^ 
of  Moira  and  Mr.  Fox  eminently  interested*  and **""**• 
exerted ,  themselves  in  bringing  if  to  the  desired 
conclusion.     Several  circumstances  bespoke  in  his 
Majesty's  servants  at  that  time  a  systematic  dispo- 
sition uDt  to  admit  his  Royal  Highness  to  that  unre*  , 
served  confidence  and  communication  between  the 
Sovereign  and  the  Heir  apparent,  which  the  un- 
checked workings  of  parental  tenderness  and  filial 
duty  and  affection  would  have  naturally  produced, 
and  which  it  was  the  study  of  every  loyal  subject 
and  friend  to  the  family  to  promote.     One  of  the. 
most  unequivocal  symptoms  of  that  unamiable  and 
mischievous  propensity  in  the  Ministers,  was  an 
attempt  to  set  up  the  harsh  cldnfi  of  a  legal  right 
in  the  crown  to  deprive  his  Royal  Highness  of  the 
care  and  education  of  his  only  child  the  Princess 
Charlotte  of  Wales.     Although  tlie  attempt  ulti- 
mately failed,  yet  the  advice  to  set  up  the  claim 
was  attended  with  nnich  unpleasant  discussion  and 
negociation,  and  could  only  have  been  bottomed 
in  revolting  suspicion,  mistrust  and  disregard  for 
her  Royal  parent 

Mr.  Pitt  was  not  insensible  of  the  rising  expec-  Mcantof 
tations  of  the  Irish  Catholics,  ^that  their  emanci- thrcltho.  ^ 
pation  was  to  be  the  sure  effect  of  his  return  toJlSo^J**^ 
power.     In  proportion-to  the  failure  of  the  Minis- 
tar's  continental  plans,  did  the  Catholic  body  of 
Ireland  feel  their  own  weight  in  the  Imperial  scale :  i 
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2^  ^  nor  could  they  divine,  that  t&en  should  again  find 
their  way  to  the  cabinet,  a[nd  be  <ri^tmsted  with 
the  reins  of  Government,  without  efficient  powef 
to  carry  a  tneasure,  which  the^  had  publicly  pro- 
claimed to  be  of  indispensable  necessity,  and  vital 
importance  to  the  safety,  of  Ireland,  and  conse- 
quently of  the  British  empire.  The  aggrandize- 
ment of  Napoleon  had  been  the  unvarying  result 
of  Mr,  Pitt's  most  prominent  exertions  to  crush 
him.  He  was  quietly  and  solemnly  crowned  Eni-' 
peror  of  the  French  at  Paris  by  Pope  Pius  the 
Vllth  :  a  circumstance,  which  Mr.  Pitt  with  his 
usual  craftattempted  to  convert  into  an  engine  of 
ebloquy  to  the  Catliolic  body,  and  an  oprportune 
arid  plausible  objection  to  their  petition,  which  in 
spite  of  his  secret  raanceuvres,  through  Sir  Evan 
Nepean,  he  no\\f  foresaw  wfftild  be  brought  for- 
ward. The  Government  papers  industriously  pub- 
lished, and  severely  commented  upon  a  memorial 
said  to  have  been  written  by  Dr.  M^Nevin  at  Paris 
addressed  to  the  Irish  officers  of  the  severell  conti* 
Bental  Powers^  particularly  to  those  in  the  Austrian 
service,  encouraging  them  to  join  in  the  then  iift- 
tended  attempts  to  liberate  Ireland  from  the  bon- 
dage and  thraldom  of  England :  and  promising 
.  to  give  them  timely  notice  of  the  sailing  of  the  ex- 
peditions :  holditig  out  ample  rewards  to  those, 
who  should  attend  to  the  call,  and  threats  to  the 
families  af  those,  who  should  neglect  ih  They 
asserted,  that  several  of  these  members,,  with  Hsts 
of  the  officers,  to^hom  they  were  addressed,  were 
in  the  hands  of  Government.  With  the  like  view 
of  indisposing  the  public  to  the  Irish  qitestion, 
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wliicli  then  was  in  the  mouth  of  every  politician,  ^^^' 
they  likewise  published  the  papal  allocution,  ad- 
dressed by  his  Holiness  to  a^  secret  consistory  at 
Rome,  on  the  29th  of  October  I8O4,  imme- 
diately before  his  departure  for  Paris  to  per- 
form the  ceremoti'y  of  the  Imperial-  coronation. 
It  referred  to  the  gratitude  due  to  Napoleon 
for  having  re-established  the  Catholic  religion 
in  France  by  the  concordat;  since  which  he 
had  put  forth  all  his  authority  to  cause  it  to 
be  freely  professed  and  publicly  exercised  through- 
out that  renowned  nation,  and  had  jfgain  re-^ 
cently  shewn  his  mind  most  anxious  for  the  pros- 
perity of  that  religion.  It  ,also  contained  confi- 
dent assurances  that  a  personal  interview  with  the 
Emperor  would  be  for  the  good  of  the  Catholig 
Church,  which  is  the  only  ark  oj  salvation^  Upon 
the  publication  of  this  Papal  allocution,  and  the 
ceremony  of  the  coronation  at  Paris,  all  the  writers 
of  periodical  and  other  pubhcations  in  the  pay  or 
service  of  government*  vied  with  each  other  in 

*  Amongst  these  stood  conspicuous  an  anonymous  zealot  of 
no  mean  caiil^re,  as  a  schoiar  and  writer.  He  obviously  tup^ 
pressed  his  name  from  the  public,  because  he  hazarded  a^^ti 
tions,  vihich  he  knew  to  he  false  and  groundless,  lie  bi'ought  before 
the  public,  for  the  parposes  of  the  party  and  his  parifcular  pan 
tron,  the  old  ribaldry  of  Dr.  Duigenan,  and  the  bigotted  tales 
of  Sir  Richar<i  Musgrave,  compressed  into  a  more  portable  size^ 
and  adapted  to  mote  refiaed  palates  by  a  spirited  and  nervoujl 
diction^  and  bottomed,  as  the  title  purported,  on  an  event,  which 
it  was  then  the  fashionable  policy  of  the  court  to  execrate  and. 
decry. 
The  pamphlet  was  intituled,  "A  letter  to  Br.  Troy,  titular 
Archbishop  of  Dublin,^  on  the  coronation  of  Bonaparte  by 
Pope  Pius  the  Seventh.    A  deed  without  a  name :  Shakespeare 
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^^^  their  zealous  efforts  totepresent  the  imminjent  dan- 
ger to  the  state,  which  this  close  connection  be- 

"  by  Melancshon.*^    At  the  close  of  his  letter,  he  says  he  so 
sobscribes  himself,  "  to  assume  the  name  of  the  mildest  of  the  re- 
*'  formers^  who  laboured  most  strenuously  lo  soothe  the.animosi- 
"  ties  betvreen  the  Protestants  and  Catholics,  and  compose  their 
*'  differences. "    More  appropriately  would  the  writer  of  that 
letter  have  assumed  the  name,  by  which  he  subscribed  it  from  the 
literal  meaning  of  the  Greek  words,  of  which  it  is  composed, 
(^cXa;  black  and  x^a/v  dirt)  from  the  sable  tint  of  falsehood  and 
misrepresentation,  which  pervade^  the  whole.     When  Melanc- 
thon  quoted  (p-57.)  Dr.  Troy's  pastorah  letter,  that  the  church  is 
Infallible  in  her  doctrinal  decisions  and  canons  on  points  of  faith 
and  morals,  and  therefore  that  the  Catholics  are  obliged  to  adhere 
implicitly  to  such  decrees  and  canons  of  the  church  assembled  in 
general  council  and  confirmed  by  the  Pope  as  rule^  of  faith,  he 
fall  well  knew  both  from  his  early  education  and  maturer  expe- 
rience, that  such  ever  had  been  the  Roman  Catholic  doctrine :  he 
equally  knew  the  tenor  of  the  oath,  which  the  clergy  9Mid  laity  of 
the  Catholic  body  of  his  countrymen  had  generally  ts^ken :  he 
must  therefore  have  made  assertiaiu,  V)hich  he  knet»  to  he  false  and 
groundless,  when  he  said,  "  These  general  councils  inculcate  as  a 
religiotts  duij/~ the  deposition  and  murder  of  heretical  sovereigns, 
the  nullity  of  oaths  of  allegiance  to  such,  and  the  extirpation 
of  heretics."    And  when  be  denounced  to  Dr.  Troy,  whom 
he  addressed  as  *'  the  depository  of  the  Papal  power,  the  accre- 
"  dited  agent  exercising  the  Papal  authority  in  the  face  of  the 
"  laws  of  the  United  kiiigdoro,^^  that  "  never,  never  shall  that 
«*^  unhappy  country  know  peace,  while  you  and  your  brethren 
preach  to  the  great  body  of  Catholics 'the  doctrine  of  the  Pope's 
unlimited  supremacy  and  of  implicit  obedience  to  the  see  of 
**  Rome,  as  you  now  preach  it/'    Well  indeed  is  he  entitled  to 
the  meed  of  conciliation  "  as  tlie  mildest  of  reformers,  who  la» 
*'  boured  most  strenuously  to  soothe  the  animosities  between  the 
^'  protestants  and  catholics,'^  (p.  86.)  who  on  the  eve  of  a  legis- 
lative decision  upon  the  vital  question  of  emancipating  the  ca- 
tholic population  of  Ireland,  did  not  hesitate  to  declare,  (p.  44'.) 
That  "  it  is  to  the  deadly  mixture  of  popery  drugged  and  em« 
''  poisoned  tvithsuch  satanic  perseverance,  and  so  incessantly 
*'  infused  into  the  consciences  and  the  hearts,  and  the  very  life 
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tween  the  Pope  and  Napoleon  must  infallibly  create  ,"1^ 
in  Ireland.  As  if  the  faith  and  loyalty,  which  the 
Irish  had  for  conscience  sake  preserved  unconta- 
minated  for  centuries,  were  te  be  altered  or  aban- 
doned by  the  conduct  of  any  people  on  the  conti- 
nent, and  more  especially  of  an  implacable  and 
formidable  enemy. 

The  leading  part  of  the  Irish  catholics,  most  of  ?«»«*««« 
whom  had  supported  the  Union  m  plenary  conn-  tboUct. 
dence  of  the  professions  made  by  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Lord  Cornwallis  that  emancipation  would  Immedi- 
ately follow  it,  held  frequent  meetings  In  Dublin, 
in  order  to  concert  the  most  efficient  means  of 
rendering  available  Mr.  Pittas  disposition  to  favor 
their  cause,  which  they  fondly  assumed  had  re- 
turned with  him  into  power.  The  general  preci- 
pitancy  of  the  body  to  bring  the  ministerial  sin- 

««  blood  of  the  people  of  this  land,  as  it  has  been  and  still  con* 
**  tincies  to  be»  that  we  are  te  ascribe  the  extinctioa  of  every 
**  charitable  feeling  one  towards  another^  all  the  miseries,  that  we 
*'  have  so  long  salfered  as  a  nation,  and  that  we  are  yet  likely  to 
"  9.\ifSk^/^  A  modern  reader  will  not  perhaps  fo2iow  Melancthon 
through  the  dark  pages  of  the  history  of  Charlemagne,  King 
Pepin>  Charles  Martel,  and  Pope  Hildebrand,  bat  will  wonder  aft 
his  assurance  in  undertaking  to  prove  Lord  Redesdale  a  sound  dt- 
▼ine,  a  prudent  politician,  and  a  consummate  statesman.  Be- 
fore MelanchUMif  a  Bishop  of  Meath,  (Anthony  Dopping,  in 
169<5},'  **  preaching  before  the  goTernment  at  Christ  Church,  ar« 
'5  gued,  that  the  peace,  (i.  e.  the  articles  of  Limerick)  ought 
''  not  to  be  observed  with  a  people  so  perfidious,  that  they  kept 
'*  neither  articles  nor  oaths  any  longer,  than  was  for  tfaeif  io- 
*'  terest.  And  the  Bishop  of  Meatb's  behaviour  was  so  much 
'*  resented  by  the  King,  that  he  was  put  out  of  the  council.*' 
yrilliam  had  then  taken  the  coronation  oath  within  five  years, 
and  wished  to  be  tolerant  to  his  Irish  catholic  subjects.  {Vide 
Harris' fFare,  p.  2H  ) 
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1805.  cerity  to  the.  test,  was  with  difficulty  Repressed  by 
those,  who  were  considered » to  be  most  directly 
under  the  influence  of  the  Castle,  An  adjourn- 
ment was  with  difficulty  carried  from  the  3 1st, of 
December  to  the  l6th  of  February,  Jhe  proceed- 
ings of  the  ^Catholics  were  made  with  publicity, 
and  were  particularly  watched  by  all,  who  op- 
posed their  claims  from  principle  or  interest, 
lifwdsid-  It  has  been  before  observed,  that  Lord  §idmouth 
fluence*  *"*  was  forccd  from  the  councils  of  his  Majesty  by  the 
^^f^^  indignant  sense,  which  the  nation  had^  expressi;d 
of  his  incompetency  to  fill  the  station  of  a  prime 
Minister,  The  credited  report,  that  Mr.  Pitt  would 
^  either  soften  the  rigidity  of  the  royal  mind,  or  in 
defence,  of  his  owii  sincerity  expose  too  broadly 
the  secret  springs  of  action  concerning  the  Irish 
question,  drove  Lord  Sidmouth  into  more  frequent 
and  more  confidential  communications  with  the 
Sovereign,  than  was  usual  or  fitting,  that  any  other 
than  his  majesty's  responsible  advisers  should  en* 
joy.  He  was  admitted  to  dine  privately  witl>  the 
King,  and  soon  jafter  made  President, of  the  coun- 
cil. As.  the  secret  influence  of  Lord  Sidmouth 
gained  upon^  the  Royal  mind,  the  confidential  in- 
tercourse of  the  official  advisers  of  the  crown  was 
observed  to  abate.  The  time  between  the  Catho- 
lics adjournment  from. the  31st  of  December  to. 
the  l6th  of  February  was  to  them  a  periodv  of 
inaction;  but  to  their  opponents  it  was  a  season 
of  activity,  preparation  and  expedients.  Within 
that  short  space  of  less  than  two  months,  every' 
matter  was  brought  before  the  Imperial  Parliament 
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or  British  public,  that  could  t?nd  to  create  suspi-  *805. 
ciott,  diigUst  and  dread  of  llie  Irish.  Mr,  Pitt 
equally  averse  from  being  preyed  to  render  a  pub- 
lic account  of  his  conduct  in  seceding  upon  the 
Irish  question^  and  of  his  pledges  as  to  the  same 
subject  pn  his  return  to  power,  importuned  the 
King  to  allow  him  once  more  to  retire  from  •flSce ; 
and  about  the  lOth  of  February,  he  gave  in  a 
written  resignation,  whieh  his  Majesty  was  ad- 
vised not  to  accept  From  that  hour,  until  the 
final  defeat  of  the  Irish  tatholic  petition,  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Lord  Sidrtiouth  agreed  like  Pilate  and  Herod: 
and  dur*nig  that  period  the  coalition  between  lord 
G renville  and  Mr,  Fox  was  es;t4blished. 

His  Majesty's  speech  to .  tlie  Parliament  .on  itsopenmg<£ 
opening  onr  the  15th"of  January  6 tudimisly  avoided  King'T*^^ 
even  oblique  reference  to  Ireland.,  It  alluded  to 
the  prompt  and  decisive  .measures*  that  he  had 
been  coAipelled  to  take,  in  order  to  guavil  against 
the  eiFects  of  hostility  ffoni  Spain;  and  that  ia 
consequence  of  'a"  refusal  of  a  satisfactory  expla- 
nation,, the  Bntish  minister  had  quitted  Madrid, 
and  war  had.  beeiji  declared  against  Qreat  Britain 
by  *Spain»  It  observed^  .that  the  conduct  of  the 
French  Gove^rnment  had  been  marked  by  the  ut- 
most violence  and  outrage,  notwithstanding  which 
his  Majesty  had  recently  received  a  communication 
from  it,  containing  professions  of  a  pacific  disposi-* 
tionfj  to  which,  notwithstanding  his  earnest  de- 

*  The  tstking  and  iinki<i^g  of  ike  Spanish  frigates* 
t  In  order  to  give  the  reader  8<)me  unequivocal  proofs  of  Mr« 
Piti^g  powers  as  a  staiesmaii*  ia  the  most  mature  year  of  bis  ex- 
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l^^^  sires  for  the  blessings  of  peace,  he  had  not  thought 
it  right  to  enter  inta  any  more  particular  explana- 

perience,  we  submit  this  trait  of  his  political  cpnduct>  which 
subsequent  erents  have  more  explicitly  disclosed  in  our  relations 
to  France,  Spain,  and  Rusua.  The  following  is  a  translated 
copy  of  the  communication  of  the  pacific  tendency  alluded  to  in 
his  Majesty's  speech,  with  th^  official  answer  :-^ 

"  Sir  and  Brother, 

**  Csilled  to  the  throne  of  France  by  Providence,  and  by  the 
suffrages  of  the  people,  and  by  the  army,  my  first  sentiment  it 
a  wish  for  peace.     France  and  England  abuse  their  prosperity ; 
they  may  contend  for  ages ;  but  do  their  governments  well  fulfil 
the  most  sacred  of  their  duties  ?  and  will  not  so  much  blood  shed 
uselessly,  and  without  a  view  to  any  end,  accuse  them  in  their 
own  consciences  ?  I  consider  it  as  no  disgrace  to  make  the  first 
step.    I  have,  I  hope,  sufficiently  proved  to  the  world,  that  I  fear 
none  of  the  chancfes  of  war ;  it  besides  presents  nothing,  that  I 
need  to  fear.  ,  Peace  is  the  wish  of  my  heart,  l>ut  war  has  never 
been  contrary  to  my  glory.     I  conjure  your  Majesty  not  to  deny 
yourself  the  happiness  of  giving  peace  to  the  world,  nor  to  leave 
«  that  sweet  satisfaction  to  your  children ;  for,  in  fine,  there  never 
was  a  more  favourable  opportunity,  nor  a  moment  more  favour- 
able to  silence  all  the  passions,  and  to  listen  only  to  the  senti* 
ments  of  humanity  and  reason.    This  moment  once  lost,  what 
period  can  be^ assigned  to  a  war,  which  all  my  efforts  will  not  be 
able  to  terminate '  Your  Majesty  has  gained  more  within  ten 
years,  both  in  territory  and  riches,  than  the  whole  extent  of  Eu- 
rope ;  your  tfation  is  at  the  highest  point  of  prosperity ;  what  can 
it  hope  from  war  ?  To  form  a  coalition  of  some  powers  of  the 
cpntinent?  The  continent  will  remain  tranquil;  a  coalition  can 
only  increase  the  preponderance^ and  continental  greatness  of 
France.    The.time  is  past  for  renewing  internal  troubles.    To 
destroy  our  finances }  Finances  founded  on  flourishing  culture 
can  never  be  destroyed.    To  take  from  France  her  colonies  > 
The  colonies  are  to  France  only  a  secondary  object ;  and  does 
not  your  Majesty  already  possess  more,  than  you  know  how  to 
preserve  ?  If  your  Majesty  would  but  reflect,  you  must  perceive^ 
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don  without  pffcvioirs  commnniditiott  with  those  J^ 
powers  on  the  cotitrnent,  \Vith  which  he  was  en- 
gaged iti  cofiftdenfkl  intercourse  anti  connection, 
with  a  view  to  that  important  object,  And  especially 
with  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  wlio  had  gfiven  the 

that  th«  war  iir  wHhotit  an  objeiit;  wi^out  anjr  pire«amabk  t^ 
salt  to  yourself.  AVas  t  tthat  a  melwcholf  pTX>Ap6ct«  lo  canag 
two  nalkin?  to  fight  €»r.U)e  sake  of  flghtiAg !  The  world  i%  saffi. 
ciently  lai^e  for  our  two  nations  to  live  in,  and  reason  sofScieotly 
powerful,  to  discover  the  means  of  reconciling  every  thing,  when 
the  wish  forreconcitiation  exists  oD  hoih  ^id^^.  I  have,  howevei^, 
fulfilled  a  sacred  dnty,  a»d  6ne,  wh^cb  is  precious  ^  my  heart* 
ItniHyoiir  Majesty  will  believe  in  tins  sincerity  of  my  sentimenta^' 
and  my  wish  to  give  yoa  every  proof  of  it. 

,  :    *  "  NAPOLEON.'* 

**  His  Ms^oftty  4)aa  received  the  letter,  wlTi^eh  ha4  been  adf 
dressed  to  bim  by  the  head  of  the  French  GoiveropoenV  dated 
the  2d  of  the  present  month.    There  n  no  object,  which  his 
Majesty  has  more  at  heart,  than  to  avail  Himself  of  the  first  op- 
portunity to  pfoeure  agfttn  for  his  sutijeets  the  advantages  of  ^ 
peace  foimded  on  a  bksia,  which  may  not  ht  iocftrtiptttible  WitU 
thej^jDMMient.seeotfity  and  estetitial  interests  of  his  stalest     His: 
JVIajesty  is  persuaded,  that  this  end  can  only  be  attained  by  ar* 
rangerocotk,  which  may  at  the  same  time  provide  for  tlie  fixture 
safety  and  tranquinity  of  EQrdp^,  and  present  the  recurrence 
<rf  ^  dWngetii  and  eahitnitieft,  in  whidi  it  is  involved.    Cw^ 
formtbly  td  this^titimenl  bis  M-sgieiBty  -feels,  that  it  is  bnpoAiby 
Ibr  hm  to  answer  moes  particularly  to  the  overture,  that  has  beea^ 
Blade  hifli,  till  he  has  had  time  to  communicate  with  the  powert 
of  the  continent,  with  w^om  he  is  engaged  in  confidential  con- 
flezions  and  relhtitms^  afid^  partlcuhirly  with  the  Emperor  6f 
SaesNi,  who  bai  gfveii  th^  ittiK»nf^st  piiodfc  of  the  Wisdom  slnA 
•Tevali^ii  df  t^iefeitim^tti  with  which  be  i»  aaiiiialed^  and.  tbf 
Evely  interest,  which  he  takes  in  the  safety  and  independence  4>f 
£orope.   . 

^Si^'ed)  *»•  MUtGlTAVE.^ 


TS05..    stroiige^t;propfs  of,tbe  wise  and  dignified  :Sj?nti- 4 
16^11  ts/byv^hiql). he jWa$, animated.      \  •   .  ,      rjiyt\ 
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hlTarifJT  ,1  W'|e«,tb.ejP>ai:liafla^nt  had  been  convened  a- week, 
.    I^or^d  Suffolk  called  the  attention. of  the  Peers  t6,,a; 
igption,  '^l>ichhe  had.  intended  in  the  last.&ess^on,, 
to  submit  to  them  respecting  the  situation  of  Ire- 
laj^d.'     He.  ga-ve^  them  that  early  no tice^, that  he  had 
notvvelinqnis^hed  his  intention :  many  circunast^nces 
h^td 'since  happeriedi  ^?hic♦h  encouraged'himto  per-'* 
severe  in  his  clesis:nV    As  however  it  i\^otiId' soofi' 
be.  known,  whether  the  Irish  Catholics  Avo'uld  or 
would  not  petition  Parliament,  he  should  await  tii^ 
result  of  jtbeir  determination,  and  of  their  petition,  ^ 
should  they  present  it.     He  knew  not  how  to  anti- ' 
cipate  its  rejection,  because  he  could  not  bring  his 
^Biind  to  imagine,  that  it  would-be  opposed  Uy'^a 
Ainistfer;"\vh6  had  Jtl^ett  a'  soleinri  pledge  to  u^e^  hi.s 
Best*  and  incessant  en;^leavours  m  support  of  the^ 
9ie^^xe,  \yhich  he  waS  anxious  slxould  be, submits, 
ted/to  their  Lordsfbip$<;  more  espeoially,  whenher^-r 
cdlleoted,  asl  their  Lordships  woidd  also  necoltecL^ 
fKat  without  the  influence  of  that  pledge  ahc!  promise, 
fliat  minister  could  never  have  succeeded  In  brins:- 
i{)g  about  the  Uiaion*     Ip  the  pomrnpns  Mr,  Fosr 
ler  presented  petitions*  from  the  Protestatit  schools^) 
iind  other  similar  institutions,  for  Whteh  several 
ium^  were  voted  as  usual :  he  4lso  gave  in  the' est!-' 
fixates,  whicla  were,  afterwards  grajited  under  thft 
Publin  pacing  bill     Several  interesting  debates 
pasfaed  itf  tlieebmmons  upon  Sir  Evan'  Nepea*i'» 
mbtitfri '*for  Bitspen'ding '  the' Aflfr^fifi^  tdrpm  'dcX  iV/ 
Ir^'U^ud,  which  he  proposed  to  extend  to  six  weeks 
after  the  commencemjent  of  the  next  $essioi^  of 
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Parlianient  *.  He  a^id  Mx.  Pitt  urged  as  the  grounds  ^905. 
for  that  harsh  measure,  that  there  were  then  at 
Paris. conxnaitt^es  of  IJai ted  Irishmen,  who  com- 
municated with  traitors  in  Iceland  upon  the  most 
eificient  .means  of  effecting,  the  invasion  of  that 
countfy,:  and,,\^{l^en  the.  house  considered  thjs  hu- 
iBaneand  ju»t  character  of  Lord  Hardwicke,  they 
would  with  .pl^ji^twcie.  of  confidence  deposjt  tlmt  ^ 
cxtraprdinary  power. in  his  hands.  Mr,  Fox  pa 
theothei;  hand  warmly  repHed,  tliat  the  character 
of  the  Lpfd  Lieiitepac^t  \ya§  i^niinaterial.  The  con- 
stitutioa  taught  j[iiuT  to  jbe  jealous  of  giarUing  ex- 
traorditmry  powers  to  any  ruan  ;  and  if  there  were 
a  po^sibihty  of  their,  being  abused,,  the  mild,  char 
racter  of  the  man,  in  whoiri  they  were  to  be  vested 
was  the  worst  of  arguments.  If  the  powers  were 
not  neceas^yi  they  ought  not  to  be, granted  :  and 
if  necesskry,  and  the  Lord  Lieuteuant  were. not  Sx 
to  be  entrusted  with  them;  he  ought  to  be  re- 
moved. H6  never*  had  heard  eten  from  Hfr.  Pitt^ 
in  the  whole  progress  of  hjs  liostility'  to  freedom 
and  tlie  constitution i  of  England  more'  dangerous 
doctrines^  than  thosey  upon  wi>ich»  he  rested  the 
necessity  of  thatmea:siire  of  extTenie  severity.  He 
had  alleged  no  other  reason,  than  rumour  and  re- 

•  Sir  John  Newport  warmly  cohtendtd,  that  iK^re  \Vas  ncy^ 
necessity  for  that  harsh  measure,  and  pioposed  the  following" 
amendment,  viz.  '*  That  a  committee  of  21  members  of  this 
*'  house  to  be  chosen  by  ballot,  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
"  sideration  such  documeats.'  as  sjial)  be  laid  before  them,  and  ■ 
•*  report  their  opinion  to  this  house,  whether  the  measure  now^ 
"  proposed  be  rendered  necessary  by  the  circumstances  gfNhe 
'•  country.'* 
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port  of  what  was  passing  at  Paris,  for  takmg 
away  the  constitution  of  ^  country,  ^rfirch  iti  tSie 
same  breath  he  admitted  to  be  generaHy  tranqtiil 
and  loyal.  It  had  i)een  admitted  on  aH  faands^ 
tliat  Ireland  was  at  that  time  as  peacciible  as  any 
county  in  England,  Why  not  then  a$  wfeU  sus^ 
pend  the  constitution  in  England  ?  If  it  were  to 
be  thuj^  regularly  suspended  year  after  year  itf  Ire- 
land at  the  will  of  the  minister,  thei'e  was  ait  end 
of  the  freedom  of  the  country.  He  emphatically 
warned  the  house  not  tamely  to  surrendei^  the  Ir- 
berty  of  the  people  into  the  hands  of  government 
^vithout  cau^e,  without  enquiry,  and  without  hcsU 
tation.     Fifty- four  only  out  of  213  members  ap^ 

posed  the  measure*.  ' 

■     "  •  •     •        ■      -  •'    '       .  '  ''■'./ 

■ 

**  In  this  debate,  Mr.  Fdx  aH  tided  to  the- sevisve  treatment  «f 
Mr^  Tb4d  Joiies^  ^hchad  been.  1)6  monthfi^  confined 'Mdorttl^ 
fttwpen«ion>of  ihe  h^fheca  ^07jn»  a^t  s^  C<>rkf    Sir  E^vaj)  N«p€^ 
-^ficially  assured  ]V(r.  Fox^  that  be  had. been  n^ifilnfomied.     It 
was  much  the  fa&hion  for  gentleroen  connec^d  wi^  qriihist^rs  to 
speak  of  Mr.Tedd  Jones  as  of  a  public  delinquent,  because  iie  had 
faHen  undet*  the  stispieiea  of  gorermiient.    He  db(!iten«ards  ob» 
taioed  a/rerdictfor  2*500^  damages^  in  in  acdpd  s^aioitBam 
iiard  Sbawj  Esq.  for  havuig  libelled  hioa..    lie  certain ly^ever  waa 
an  active  and  staunch  friend  to  catholic  eniancipation  andrparlia^ 
inentary  reform :  sufficient  reasons  for  becoming'  an  object  of 
suspicion  and  persecution.     The  three  Irish  members.  Who  s^qke 
^lost  strenuoqaly  for  the  suspension,  were  Mr.  Bagwell,  who  de« 
scribed-the  violent  and  outrageous  proceeding^  of  some  turbulent 
men  in  ,Tippera^y,  who  had  persecuted,  and  evet^  murdered 
Persons,  that  paid  advanced  rents  for  farms  to  the  prejudice  of . 
the  old. occupiers.     Lord  de  Bla^uiere  urged  as  a  reason  for  the. 
f^usp^asion,^  the  freijuency  of  informers  being  assassinated  :  and 
instanced  the  case  of  one  flealy,  who  had  been  sei^t  to  Londba 
by  Governmeot,  after  \m  had  k>d|ied  his  iaformatioo^*  and  wa^ 
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IrelamI  in  Xht  mean  time  was  loyal,  and  tranquil*    ^^^- 
iu  8pke  of  tUe  aspersions  and  calumaies  of  theRe»oimi.«B 
hired   writers,   and  the  unsupported  charges  of  thouc  me^ 
some  of  the  ministerialists  in  Parliament,     On  tlie  "'^ 
\6\h  of  Februaryi   according  lo  adjournment,  a 
numerous  meeting  of  the  Roraax;  Catholic  noble^ 
men^  gentlemen,    and  merchants  was  convened 

murdered  in  Piccadilly  the  ferj  night  of  his  arrtyal ;  and  Dr, 
Duzgenatif  who  claiiQ^d  credit  from  the  house  for  the  following 
general  assertions :  that  the  connty  of  "Rpperary  wai  disturbed 
by  nlbctumal  seiMlief  :for  ann* ;  that  the  county  of  Carloiw  wag 
the  acene  ^f  frequent  QOcturaal  meettatgrr  as  ^as  Limerick  ^ 
and  the  city  of  .Ouhlia  was.  under  th^  nccti sity  of  heing  pa« 
troled  every  nighty  from  the  multitude  of  dangerous  conspiracies 
and  assassination  plots  :'centine1s  were  shot  dead  and  maimed  ofi^ 
their  stands^  and  committees  we/e  formed  for  syfteikiatiaifig  a^ 
aassioAtioa.  Tht  «iem)>0Kf  fov  the  respectite  places',  in  wbicb 
the  Doetor  laid  hi$  cbargiaSi  were  preseat  t  and  not  one  o^  llem 
durst  rise  in  support  of  his  venjtctty.  Lprd  Temple  and  Mr.  Hut- 
chinscMi  deprecated  the.  mischievous  consequences  of  thus  tra~ 
docihg  and  libeTlihg  the  country.  Lord  Temple  most  judiciously 
complained/  <that  if  this  head*roH  of  iaiqohies  were  tmti,  the 
leqvaed  Pecsdir  diouU  have  given  notice  to  tjhe  aiOTer  of  the  adf 
dress  on  the.  Sing's  8pee/cb»  who  bad  eminently  displayed  tHe 
tranquiiUty  of  Ireland,  in  order  to  have  prevented  him  from 
carryii\g'  false  statebients  to  the  foot  of  the  throne.  If  half  of 
what  the  leaded  Doctor  hiw)  assert  ed'wvre  thie,  ministers  w^ve 
cttiniina  isdetdki  pertfnitting  bis  Maj^ty  to  clos^  the  Jaat  and 
Vp^  ^  pnese9^  aessi^a  ui  P^rli^ihest  wt^hout  4  wor^  said  upof 
the  subject.  If  no  evfieace  could  be  procured,  a  message  i^ 
leailt  from  hia.^a|eMy  ciigtit  have  laid  a  parliamentary  ground 
{6r  discussing  the  ineasurf.  Mr.  Dawson  in  opposing  the  sus*>.  . 
pensteny  observed^  that  if  there  existed  any  aoceaarty  for  sn 
iianah aqieasiqpe*  it waa  impossible  ta  belie^e»  that  thete  sllofU^ 
net  )^9«e  beei^j^ine  official  intimatioft  v^  recoayfiiendation  of  ii 
f^QfOk  tixe.  Lord  Lieutenant. 
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y}^^  iw  Dublin,  dt  which  they  Unartimonsly "  entered  1rtto  . 
the  folloxmg  resfolutions.  1^.  That  the  Karl  of 
Fitigall,  tire  honorable  Sir  fhonias  (nOA^  Lord) 
French',  Srr  Edward  Bdlew, '  Counsellor  Denys 
Scully,  and  Mi*.  Jlyan  shoiild  be  appointed  as  a 
deputation,  to  ckriy  Into  effect  the  undemientionecf 
instructions ;  and"  that  thfe  othifr  Roman  Catholic 
Peers,  (of  whom  Lords  Gormanstown  and  South- 
tvell  were  then  present)  slioukl  be  requested  to  aq^ 
cede  to  the  deputation.  .  2^  Thc^t  the  petitio^i  pre* 
pared  by  the  Catholic  CQoimittee^  aind  .reported  by 
Lord  Fingall  to  that  meeting,  should  he  then  signed 
-  by  Lord  FingaU  and  the  other  Caithblic'  geritl^men, 
and  that  tije  above-meiitioned  deputies  should 
prespnt  \t ,lo.  ^x.  Pitt^  with  q. . reqiiest,  ,that.hc^ 
would  bring' it  into  Parliameot;  authorizing  biiD, 
Jfhe^ should 'feel  himself  precluded  by  strong  rea- 
sons from  supporting  the  petition  at  that  moment, 
to  state,  that  they  \yould  not  press  for  the  irnme- 
diate  adoption  of  the  measure  prayed.  fQr,».,Aod  if 
Mr.'  Pitt  should  declineantroduciog  it  mntir  such 
citcumstances,  that  then  they  should'^  prt)cure  its 
introduction  by  such  other  member,  as  islioiild  seciii 
8ao$t  eligible,  with,  authority  to  sucjh  menibei;  tc) 
tnake  .the  like  declaration  in  the  like;  cajse  iol*  his 
Majesty's  Miuister^deelarring  tliemselvies  pteeluded 
from  affording  their  support  at  that  niornent.  ' 
ipRiict-  ^'  Powerful  applications  were  ma^e  tcTtnuxiy  Col- 
■the  catholic  jeo;ej  Dublin,  to  prqcurp  -a  petjtipn:  fropi  ti^t J[ea;:^- 

petition*  o  '      ■•         •  ^  *  ■        ' 

kd  body  against  the  prayer  of  tlte  datliolic  .petition 

to  the  two  houses  of  Parliament     Theif  ^  liberality 
prevarled  over  the  intrigues  and  ixiiportunity  of  |)|- 
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go  try  and  intolerance.     The  critical  comomation  '^^^ 


wicke's government.  He  JiacI  been  selected, from 
.the  mass  pf  peerage,,  as  the^best  qimhned  tojjcsjst 
the  emancipation  of  Ireland,  uiide^  tlje  111^110113 
mission  of  reconciling  hi&r  to  thraldom.,  The  01;* 
dm^ry,  manoeuvres  of  the  Castle  uppn  Lord  ^mgaJlj 
and  other  leading  men  of  the  catholic  body.  u> 
induce  theni  to  hold  back  tlieir  petition  had  failecL 
His  Lordship  cpuld  not  consistently  with  Ins  duty  to 
his  em{)loyers  back,  countenance,  or  recommend 
their  petition,  however  just  the  claims,,  however 
wpi;th}^^th^  claimants,  p^now  stood  doubly  nlecjgea 
.tO;  pj>pQse|^  the  welfarp  and  felicity  of  |  Irel^ncL^  by 
playing  the  same  part^ndep  one;  Minister,  who  had 
declared  the  measure,  essentially  necessary  for  tlijB 
sarety  of  the  E^nnire,  ^s  he  had  under  anotheu 
who  professed  it  to  1)^  destructive  of  the  constitu- 
tion.  The  deception  was  to  be  henceforth*  eii- 
creased,,  JioHow  profession  .and  addlc^tion  had 
ceaj>ed  ;to  misguide  ^ny,.  but  tlie  few,  whose  weab- 
ness.-  vanity,  or.  interest  rendered  them  contempt- 

question,  tlie  Irish  Viceroy  affijctwl  to  favour,  the 
■(:atlv6h<;s  applitation  by  '^/scpu>  teijanf  ^^ 

j?ailiamefltary  debate.     Ue  wj^s  sdifsibje  in  Uiis  clff- 
ficult  .SLtilation,  .that  he  could  lay  no  cUim -to  siii. 
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I 

"1^  cerity  witho^t  acting.  An  exaQi|jte  yf^9  to  be 
-  '  njadc  :  and  the  experiment  was  singulis. 
Mr.  Gif-  .  M^r.  John  Giifard,  who  has  before  been  noticed 
J?tion  tlfKII for  hi^  envenomed  opposition  to  th^  ckims  of  his 
^^''**  ^  catholic  cQuntryn^ep,  had  long  possessed  on  that 
njerit  a  predominating  influence  in  the  corporation 
of  J>ublin.  In  reward  qf  hi$  unabating  fervor  for 
the  Prptestan\  ascendancy,  he  bad  been  22  year§  in 
the  epjoyitient  of  the  lucrative  office  of  surveyor 
and  gaqger  on  the  Custoni-liouse  C[t)ay,  Dublin. 
There  is  no  question,  but  th^t^  sopie  general  indi^- 
tinct,  and  not  v^ry  consistent  in^timation  frotn  the 
'  Lord  Lieutenant  had  gone,  forth  into  circulation^ . 
that  he  wished  no  marked,  much  less  virulent  op- 
position to  be  m&de  by  any  corporation  to  the  ques- 
tion then  pending  in  Parliament,  which  bis  £xcel- 
leiicy  was  by  pledge,  instruction,-  and  principle 
Engaged  to  resist.  Mr.  Giffard  was  heedless, 
though  not  unapprized  of  this  temporizing  ma- 
noeuvre of  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  He  acted  consist* 
ently  with  hi^  long  avowed  professions.  Aware, 
that  he  then  commanded  ^  the  sympathies,  of  the 
corporation  of  Onblin,  be  played  the  undaunted 
liero  qn  his  own  arena.  On  the  26th  of  April,  at 
tjie  Ea^tpr  quarter  assembly,  Mr.  Qiffiaird  reminded 
the  Sheriffs  of  one  of  the  most  impartant  dutiea 
tliey  haid  to  perform.  They  were,  in  fact,  driven  , 
to  the  dire  alternative,  whether  they  should  foi^  the 
next  ytar  have  Protestant  Sheriffs,  or  a  popish  ma*^ 
gtfitracy,  to  support  the  Protestant  ascendancy.  He 
pressed  upon  them  the  imperious  necessity  of  put- 
ting tQ  every  candidate  for  the  high  and  impor* 
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^  tant  ofliGe  of  Sberifi;  a  {>robationary  test  to  exert  ^^^ 
his  utiTio$t  energies  to  oppose  the  petition  of  tl)€ 
Homan  Catholics  to  be  relieved  from  griev^ances 
and  disabilities,  which  (he  txHindly  asaerte<l)  had 
po  existence.  He  launched  without  check  or  dis<» 
cretion  into  every  inflammable  matter,  that  W4s 
likely  to  acuminate  the  Anfi^Catboliq  passions  of 
his  audience  from  the  walls  of  Perry  to  tlie  bam 
of  Scullabogue*  lie  even  attempted  to  excite 
their  sympathies  for  their  violated  wives  and 
daughters :  crimes,  of  which  even  the  slanderous 
Musgrave  has  acquittetl  the  rebels.  Upon  these 
observatioiis  he  engrafted  three  resolutions,  which 
were  carried,  ag^nst  only  three  dissentient  voices, 
namely,  Mr.  {kevens,  JMlr^  Huttoo,  and  Mr.  Semple. 
I*'.  That  the  assembly  beheld  with  sorrow  ail 
ioecasion  for  their  interference  in  objections  against 
demands  made  in  a  petition  then  before  the  Impe- 
rial Parliament  from  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land,  which  if  yielded  to,'  WfMild  subvert  the  Con^^ 
jBtitution,  and  militate  against  every  privilege  hi- 
therto maintained  inviolable  by  our  ancestors^, 

'  ^  Tbis  first  tvsoltitton  was  warmly  debated  by  the  dissentients, 
Hfi  Gifiki^d's  reply  on  that  occasien  pto^ed,  tbat  be  was  more 
deeply  initiated  into  the  mysteries^of  the  system,  than  those, 
whabad  to  play  the  pan  of  mock  support.  It  was  not  then  in 
his  contemplation,  that  his  arguments  a^aiost  Catholic  emanci* 
patios^  would  in  t^e  short  space  of  three  years  be  the  conditio 
onal  grouwls  for  tbeir  professed  frrend»  advocating  that- measure 
in  a  ftitore  Parliament.  Little  was  he  aware,  that  the  objectioa 
raised  to  Ibrefgo  nomination  under  George  Hi.  was  but  a  revival 
of  Benry  Ylil^  rejection  of  the  spiritual  jurisdiction  of  the  See 
af  l^onse.    *Ciie  ilew  fancied  tenqas  i>f  negaUve  and  positive  v^to. 


t 
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jsoA.    'sa.' THat'^he  Catholic  ifiierftiriri  tt'£s"at  tlrat  tirtife 

^     "  peeuHirfiyifttgracious,  A^hi^st  the  horrors' of  the  last 

'1 0  year's  wer^  so  sfi-ortg  within"  the-  public'  recolleo- 

'    lion  aHtl-  f(«iinV.  •  "5«.  -That  a  <*ommitt^fe  of  'five 

•benppoinleV^  to  tliiaiv  up  a  counter  j>etition  to  the 

"he^gislatiire  to  pfbt'ei^i:'  the  Constitution  against  the 

inroads  injtefnded  to'bie  mad^s  by- the  petitfohr    . 

Mr.Gif.    ,    .Eovd    H^rdwk?keVtint?tfpating  'the''€ase,    witfi 

iMissai  fromrvirhich   the  W'jctorv '^voirfd^  be%ai*ied,    cortsiueied 

ithat  the^^cbifice  of  oneinan  might  ih  the  eyes  of 

wtiny  keep  up'tl>6sfei«bliince  of  conciliation,  dis- 

*missed  JVli*.  Giffiird  fromhi^  sitwath)D-.  >Tbe  cir- 

fcumstanc*e»  was  Fe|)f&seiyted  -and  -felt  variously  by 

^he  opposite  parties.'  Few  at  the:  lime  reflected, 

that    the    Losd    Lfeut-enant  had'   lather  severely 

•  .  •  •      •     <         ^ 

fead  notitien  been  even  broachedl^  MrJ'GifninI  has  certainly  the 
luerit  of  .bRvl^g^  coo^pre^si^d  iiitof^^w  ai)d  fftg^i^cant  'Vi9f4^f'  thp 
detailed  and  pompoMis  reasoning  <Qf  so;tig  Statesmea  upon  that 
question,,  as  will  appear  hereafter.  H^  said,, ."  An  affinity  be- 
••  tvi'^en  certain  inhabitants  of  his  devoted  country  and  Bonai- 
**  pane,  hiVghl  without  alhy  of  the  mysterifes  of  genealogy  be  ■ 
/'  «»»iiyjtjAued.i  .Boi^pailjs  Jinakes  It  Popie;«''A -P^pd  4Dak«s 
"  Popish  bishops.     Popish  bishops  make  Popish  Priests,  and  Po- 

.V::J?,'^^-  ^^W\^  f'^^V^^'^t  ¥.^**  ?faP^^r.  /. VybiUt  .^Mteiv  {tru^  to 
/'^  a  corjjniw  prji^yij^le^.pf.  predilectj^^  for  >l^r  kii^dfed*  i^ite 
"  scarce, to  h^  \Yondej'edat,,.thj^t  Bpii^navie  ^houlU  find  friend^ 
/'  and  ad  vocates.amqpgsthia^  spiritual  cqaneftign^a^jLl  ne«>ijMi^ 
V  gied^  cousips.'* .  Whoey,ex,.tbi|iks  ,^^  lifil^tfy,  .gf  t^ft.apqsitQlip 
succession . of  CbujrQh^G.Qvef 90;:^,  as  1,9  itnagin^,  that  U  Kaa.ytj>e 
interrupted  .or  divertjud-^y^the  vhlm,.  vice,  or«  pq\vef;.oftt€i|i||2<>r 
jral,j)otentates^^Vjy'M.of  coufse.gw  the,^es^9oiflig  of  JMfr  Gifr 

4aid  gi/ijj  las  m9r^|[Jij^iJfied.£pjjpwei».  .i.lJ.ut.,iJli  '.^'1117*^.  r^?mr 
|)ered,  t>bat  the  .U'isb  ^}it^on^|i^s  svibttaitt.ed.tp,}ljrpe,  ceuturies  jcrf" 

persec^l^ioa  (o^;U\eir.,Cipi^V»gfiHSU!  . dJ%^S« -HPpn  S^^H^^ 
point. 
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punished'^Mr.  GriFard's  mode  of  opposing  a  ineSr-  ^^ 
^ure,  - AVhibh  his  Excellency  \ras  doably  pledged  to 
resist.      Like  every   hollow   measure  of  state,   it 
oftended '6fi'^  party,  and  did  not  satisffy  the' other* 
At  aft  adjourned  Quarter  Assembly  on  the  3d  6f 
May,  that  'Gentleman  addressed  the  mcetinsr  at 
great  l€"ngth  and  with 'much  warmth.*     He  went 
through  a  highly  coloured  detail  of  his  own  meritor 
rious  services  in  the  system,  arid  closed  with  an 
animated  professioti  of  his  unab'^ted  zeal  for  church ' 
and  state;     The  resoluifons,  which  his  friend  Mr. 
M'Auley  proposed  io  and    wefie  carried'  by   the 
meeting,  shew  the  general  tenor  and  spirit  of  hii 

*Hff,  Gifl&rd  on  thrs  occasion  Wdl  knew,  thai  Mr.  (^ttan 
was  at  •  that  :tiine  ia '  Englaiid/  to  takf  hh  seat  in  the  Iii(|Menal 
Pftrltaineat,;  aixdi««iring^no  r^sistanqe  in  that  as^seuabiyihe spized 
the  opj^Qrtunity  of  retorting  and  at  the  same^  time  of  verify iu'^ 
Vi'hai  Mc  Grattan  daid  to  him  on  the  hustings,  in  I  SOI,  (vide.'  I. 
vol.)  He -boasted  of  having  the  authority  of  the  coHlweHtml 
Secretary  of  the  Chief  Governor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  land  say  (now 
Bishop  olf  Itild^re,^  that  tliebrder  of  Coremmetit  to  disnuisfi  him 
from'hi^  ;efnp1oymefit  Wfts'sdldy  the  result  of-  hi»  ^ndeiivatirs  to 
carry  the  <iooii!qrp6'titibn  at  the  of'Tgiiial  Quarter  Assembly :  bill 
denied,  that  the  dismjSsaV  Originated  with  Go*»erni»^nt.  He  wii6 
sure.  Lord  Hiail'Svi^icke  himself  (!buld  hot  hav^  atlthonif  d  itj  He  , 
attribat^tito^ttife  Interference  and  -ififliielice'of  Mr.  (drattmn, 
?•  that  vijfefdfsAJit^^dn,  the  Iftitter  of  hi*'HBhg;"trho4sgbne to 
*'  agit^tfe  th^i'tnitids  otteWajcst/s'lSMtif*  lobjeMSts^  aaesli&Ying 
^'  e^d!tetf'eofflA>6tiotts'ltl  tliis  coOTiti<y;\^i€h' had. nearly  delugtri 


"  it'  with  rWe  Wood- t>r  its'  worthy  arid  loyal  .iniwO^tatiia/'  .hbb 
dehik'^avihff  e^^Hk'^iVW  ifelice'  <if  his  ExceHwicy'B  wished, 
that  ^feW  cpu^tfer^^tTti^D '-diibuli  ibt  U(>  te  pr^e»ltod.  Hsd  he 
however  Veceyved'suVh  riitic^^'it  vvohtd  tt6«  4)aJinpfef<MlleAi»ili 
from  exefclsirig  hfs  ^tfe^doni 'of  ideB^e  Mti  that  assettiMy;  Ik 
justified  his  heat  by  the  recojlectipn  of  his  murdertdrfon^   •  '     * 
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^^^^  j^p^ecli,  !?•  Thar  it  id  the  uiidoubted  r%bt  of 
every  subject  to  petitiou  any  braach  pf  the  Legislar 
ture.  2^  That  to  injure  any  subject  fo^  the  exer- 
cise of  tluit  I  ight  is  oppressive  and  tyrdnnicaL  d^ 
That  the  assembly  heard  with  strong  feelings  of 
jregrety  that  ouq  pf  their  nienibevs  bad  been  deprived 
of  an  office^  \iirhich.he  had  enjoyed  ^ar  S2  years 
under  the  Crovvn^  (of  having  exercised  tb^t  privi- 
lege in  his  corporate  capacity.  • 
ftmfhreiiee      The  deputics   after    their  ?irriyal  in    England 

•f*  the  €«-»  .  *  *  .  .  '  ' 

thetk  depn- having  arranged .  the  points^   which  were  to  be 
j«wiibMr.  ^^^^ j  with  Mr.  Pitt,  were  admitted  to  an  open 

conference  withhiui on  the  I2tb  of  March,*  They 
statetl  the  general  object  of  their  mission^  pre- 
juisiiig,  tiiat  the  Catholics  were  extrenoely  aQ:|g]ous 
to  place  tlieir  case,  and  its  j»erits  uoder  hia  pPote€<- 
tlon,  considering  him  tp  be  2k  smctre  frknd  Xo 
their  cause*  They  bad  in  him  every  hope  and  ex- 
pectalion^  as  under  bis  administration  they  bad  ob- 

*Tiie  eonfer^tice  lasled^  psrecisely  .50  nv'notc^  II  t$  retailed 
rtttl^er  »!  large*  a^  an  authentic  4ocuaieat  of  Mr,  Pittas  real 
feeripgs  00.  tbp  ground  of  his  secession^  and  an  i^nequiyqcal 
reeog»ition  Qf  th^  pledge>  under  which  he  had.  returned  (a 
pewer.  He  mm  professed  it  to  be  a  dq^y  Iq  resiil  |l^  yital 
slate  «ieasivre>  ,whkb  hecaose  he  could  not  ^arry  ij*  \W}».  he 
ibvnd  it  hia  doty  10.  tm^^  his  power*  Thjus  fonoally  superset-  ^ 
iDg  yke  deliberatWeLppwieis  of  tbe-eoi^utJoo«  aodllie  s^oni 
duties  of  Ike  eabixiet»  hy  surseoderiog  tl>em.to  l|^  piivate  and 
unadvised  opiaiooa  of  the  executive.  Sight  deputies  rOtteoded 
the  •eoi^ertoce  rix.  4«e  £airl  of  $hmwsbary,  (Waterfi>rd  aj»d 
Wexford  ia  I«elaf)|i>  ^1  of  Fingall,  Viscount  GormaostQwu^ 
Lesd  toulbwoU^,  jlmjA  TflmbWstown,  Sir  £.  BelUw,  Couiy 
aellor  Dooys  ScoUy  apd  HAu  ^yaQ*  Lpid  Frencli  had,  not  thea 
arriTod  in  Lm(}oii»  . 
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taioed  almost  all  the  indulgences  they  enjoyed.  ^^[^ 
No  one  coultl  be  more  sensible  than  he  was  of  the 
incalculable   advantages    of    the    measure :  '  they 
looked  therefore  confi<lently  to  the  concdrrenctf  of 
his  power  and  will  to  give  it  effect*     They  asisured 
him,   that  the  body  of  Cathblks  in  Ireland    was 
loyal  attd  constitutional :  and  it  was  their  general 
sense,  .that  an  application  in  their  l^ehalf  should  at 
that  time  he  made  to  the  Legislature,  in  order  that 
their  case  should  be  fially  discussed  and  thoroughly 
linderstooil  by  their  fellow  subjects.     That  this  had 
become  the  more  necessary  from  the  misrepresenta-^ 
tions    cal'umities  and   invectives  of  Sir  Richard 
Musgrave,  and  other  writers  connected  with  the 
Irish  Government,  from  which  they  had  recdved 
but  too  much  countenance  and  credit:  and  tha^ 
aa  up  worthy  advantage  had  been  thus  taken  of 
the  tileoee,  moderatioii  and  forbearance  of  their 
body.     That  it  equally  was  for  the  good  and  safety, 
of  the  ]^ix)pire,  that  the  real  feelings  and  senti- 
ments of  tlie  Catholics,  should  be  well  understood 
ia  foreign  countriesj^  and  that  the  enemy  should 
BOt  ftfieculate  upon  the  aberration  of  the  Catlioiic 
mhid  from    the  duties   of  allegiance:  •  and  that 
their  attachment  to  Government  and  respect  for 
the  Legislature  could  not   be  more  emphatically 
evinced^  than  by  a  temperate  and  constitutional 
appUcatfOfi  toi  PaiHament^  as  ta  the  only  tribuoal^ 
from  which  they  expected  redress.     They  there- 
fore urged  him  to  present  tlieix  petition  in  tlic^,- 
i^rfiLoar^.  way. 


y 


aui»wer» 
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•  •■«■*■ 

'^^5-  Mr.  Pitt  acknowledged  that  the  eonfid^rice  of 
wr.Piu»8  sp  very  respectable  a  body  as  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land was  highly  gratitying  to  him;  he  had  read 
with  satisfaction  a  copy  of  their  petition  trans- 
iMittetl  to  him  through  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  in  which 
they  very  judiciously,  refrained  from  insisting  ^upon  * 
the  object. of  it,  as  a  matter  of  right  and  justice. 
Up  always  had  considered  it,  as  he  still  did,  as  a 

*  '     •         ••  *         *     '  m    * 

very  pohtical  and  cxpeilieat  measure,  and  that 
therefore  the  time  of  proposing  it,  was^an  essential, 
consideration  in  his  mind :  for  the  time  must 
always  enter  into  a  measure  of  expediency.  There 
existed  at  tliat  particular  time  sttong  and  decisive 
pbjections  against  proposing  it  to  the  consideration 
oJtVthe  XegislatuAC*     ;Tliat  he  icnew  not  ivhen 


« ' 


•  Mr.  Pitt  hi'ght  on  this  occasion  have  candiJly  acknowledged 
whSit  Lord  Hawkesbliry  publicly   and  oifictaliy  declai'erf  m-  the 
House  of  Lords  on  the  26th  of  March    1B07»  in.detelicig  the; 
grounds  of  the  Grenville  administration's  retiring  fnpm  o0ice ;' 
that  although  Mr    Pitt  had  in  1801  gon^ .  out  of  office  pn^  that 
question^  yet  on  his  return  he  voluntarily  engaged,  that  he  never 
would  again  bring  the  subject  under  the  consideration' of  his  Majesty. 
*•  He  did  not  state  that  with  any  vieiv  of  casting  reproach  on 
*'  Lord  Grenville^  whose  coiiidact  was*different«  but. to  shew  th«. 
"  regarjj  which  a  grieat  Minister  had  paid  to -the  wishes  of  his 
*'  King  on  a  question>  which  involved  scruples  of  conscience  ia^ 
**  the  Koyal  breast"     It  is  now  certain>that  Mr.  Pitt  returned  to 
office  under  a  special  pledge  to  withhold  and  resist  that  neces:- 
sary  and  vital  measure.     Lord  Hawke^bury  involves  hifD  deeper 
ID  the  system  of  pledges^  than  others,  who  though  th^y  &ab<» 
mitted  to^  did  not  volunteer  t^beir  pledges  on  accepting  office^  I}^d 
IMr.  Pitt  condescended  to  avow  his  pledge^  it  would  have  spared 
^im  on  this,  aa  on  other  occasions  the  laboured  trouble  of  dis, 
guising  the  truths   forging  expedients  and  inventing  reajbns  folp 
decoying  his  followers  and  deceiving  the  public* 
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tljey; .  W£ije :  likejy  to  ,be  r^mpvjexj  rj  jie  hinted  Vieiy,  ^^^ 
|^i^oIy-(nj)t  ia  .e?q>iess|  words)  \vh^at.  llui^e.oty^^c-     -' 
tipJiiS  .wece^;  uwlei\t5li(^s^.'cijc^unista4i.(;e8  he:Biust. 
d^gljnq.pr^enjryg'fheiir.'  petiupji,.  as.|if,,q9Ajtld  .|i(>t 
propose  .a^x,  4^l€5^ul•^  .^ grounded  ;upop.,i^,j     ilc 
w,fi»hedy  thdf  tibe^jE^thoIic^  had  seen^.  as  l^e  dul^  the^ 
e^reinf,  pn^tnessjof.^he.tune  for  tUscussing.tl^ieir 
case^UDcl^r  such  ui>(avjpurable.  civcumstance?,  -   Th^j 
l^iinging  it,tljien,iinder.dlsciissioj^  was.veiy  drnd- 
vantagp©Ms  >tQ  the  w^lf/if?  of  t\\e..Egiinve,  atid  p{i,i^^, 
tipulaiiy  iujqVioujS  to  the  .Cafjplic  hod):,  as.  it  put 
i^  hazard  the.u^tjn)af^.suc.c^$s  ,pf  dieir jvi^hes,  by 
obliging  m^y,.^en]b^rs  ;tjien    ^o   op^pose,    \vh^^. 
wou^d  at)  auctther  time  support  the;  measure.     He^ 
must  l^pwevfei;  jal}(|}^r,  tji^t  as  they  ^  had  come  to 
tliaj^d^t^rifljiaajion,. 't^ey.  )^ad  conducted  their  pro- 
ceedings .and  bijou^it  tJieir:j^etition  foru  ard  in  a 
manner  most  peaceal:)le  moderate  and  hiudable,  and 
be  cardiaUy/ComjdUMiented  them,  upon  it:. but  iit 
tliat  time  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  present  tlicir. 

pefitf<!rtiJ  '/,'•/'•, 

*  The^ciefftitle^'  still  iiifgenth^cJnfi'Cfatcd  Mn  Pitt  tocontmn- 
give  tliem,  tl,ip,  prptectjoj^i  pt,  lu^  g^rcat  name  and  jeif 
Mtuadetu  They  A^Hvr^i  '14$nt  tliat  the  object  of  their 
petition  ^as  nearlcst  to  th^  hearts  of  the  people  of 
Irelaii^:  ttiit  fti^y  wduld'nfever  drop  or  lofse  ,stghc 
of  it^  put.per^vere  in  bringhig  it  under  tlie  consi- 
de^tipn  of  tl)^,|vegjsl.atmfe..sf^ip<n  after  session.  He 
replied,  thatthfctie  \va.%uoir^a^n-»ta«uppose>'UUit  the. 
subsisting  6bjebtl«^nf  Wie^ttftt  '*\ft  remfdvdd  by  the 
next,  se^slcilii'  of*^\\^e'n''tTiey''*\v^ukf  bt- Vmelvech. 
ye.cauj[«usly  avoj^^d^^unjj  i^jy^iiitimatiunpros- 


rfjioe. 


y 
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2^1^  piect  or  hope  of  relief,  at  any  particalai'  period* 
The  deputies  then  expressed  their  anxiety,  that  he 
should  at  least  counfenance  a  declaratory  Vote  or 
resolution  of  the  two  houses  of  ParKament  tn  favor 
of  the  policy  and  expediency  of  the  iheasure^  which 
though  short  of  their  wishes,  would  tend  mainly 
to  concitiate  the  Catholic  mind  in  li-dand,  by 
holding  up  some  sure  prospect  of  redi-ess,  however 
distant  or  uncertain  as  to  time.  That  some  such 
earnest  for  their  protection  from  the  Imperial  ParKa* 
ment  was  at  that  time  absolutely  necessary  for 
Ireland.  That  the  welfare  of  his  Majesty's  service 
wid^  the  security  of  the  Empire  required  it  That 
the  very  same  principles  had  been  recognized  in 
J778  by  the  Pariiament  of  Ireland,  in  the  preamble* 
of  an  act  then  passed  in  favor  of  the  Catholics,  as  is 
specified  in  the  petition.*     That  no  reasonable 

*  **  Toqr  petitioners  furtbernere  hitmbly  shew,  fhat  95  years* 
Have  now  elaf jaed,  since  their  most  grackou^  Sot ereign  «ni  thft 
Honorable  House  of  Parliament  in  Ireland  by  their  public  aad 
deliberate  act  declared^  that  **  from  the  uniform  peaceable! 
behaviour  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  for  Si  long  series 
of  years,  it  appeared  reasdiuible  and  expedient  to  reiax  th^ 
disabilities  and  ineapacitics,  under  wbieht)»&ylaboured<,  and  Uiat^ 
h  most  tend  not  only  to  the  cuttivation  and  improveme#  q(  tbi* 
kingdoo^  but  to  the  prospenty  and  strengtb  of  all  bis  Majesty  V 
dominions,  that  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  all  dominationa  should 
f  njoy  the  blessings  of  a  free  comtitotion,  and  should  be  boOrid  Co 
«acb  other  by  itttttitid  intercrt  and  mutual  afil^ctton.^'  A  dedans 
lion  (bunded  itpoi^  ancr|tiiq[  piinctpks  of  judice  <nd  soviid 
policy,,  which  still  leiiaiBa  to  be  carried  into  full  effect  ^ahhougli 
your  petitioners  are  impressed  with  a  belief,  that  the  apprehen* 
sions,  which  retai'ded  its  beneficial  operation  previous  to  tho 
Uuion^  cannot  exist  in  ihiit  AurliasiiJit  pCth#  United  tiogdom.)- 
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doubt  coidd:fae>  entertained  of  his'abiBt^  .to: cany  ^J^^ 
such  a  measund  through  the  two  HbufleaK>f  Barlurr 
meiit^ *  althoQgb  he  m^ht  liotsacceed^iu.tarryio^l 
bill,  '^Hichconidrnoibe  pecfocted  without  the  eont 
cmrience  of  all  the  three  briaiKihes  ijf  die  Legislature^ 
That  altihoiigh  the  meadure  petitioned  tor  might 
tot  then  be  atts^inable  in  tHo  on  account  of  certain- 
ob^ectioiis,  yet  the  adopting,  and  ^sanetioning  of.  a 
bare  principle  of  expediency  by  both  or  either  of 
the  Houses  of  Parliament  could  not  break  in  upcNl 
scruples  dnpposM  tdexistanaihigli'  quarter,  or.  offer 
any  vioUnceitd  codsctence^ia  tbat-mgard^M.^Fhait; 
on  the  cdntli^ry/  itquroulditdnd  powerfully  to  ;tac]^ 
iitate:  therrfinai:  adoptioflr  qfta-  neaanre,  vwhichihe 
himsdf ihad  atiieart  and  deqnedipolitic  and  ttxpc^* 
dieftt,  whenever  .the ;{]rbper.tih)e.  should,  arrive/for 
proposing  it.  That  to  have  obtained  a.recogmtidn 
of  those  liberal  pitncipte^  npcm!  which  he  had 
acted,  and  r  by  which  he  bad  acquioeB  ^uch  a.  com- 
manding influence  upon  the  public,  mind,  would 
greatly  forward  -  his  .views:  and  policy  by  ensuring 
nltimate  success  to  the  measure.  The  siinistier  stiU 
persisted  in  d^dining « to  present  the  petition,  eyffiii 
for  that  subaltern  purpose;  fle  posittvely  asserted, 
that  ^l  that  moment  with  aH  the^  strength  Qf:Oo'« 
vemtneti t  he  couid  not  qirry.  sucfaf  a .  vote  .or  jesolu- 
tion.  '' That  he  c6uld'not  ^nt^rtain  anymeasure^ 
which  should  •  tend  :to  u  discussion^ :  ^here  the 
adoptjion ^was impraottcafale.  Tb^t  such  apropos!- 
iion'  wbufd ^  :f nevitably^^  ^poduce .  :a  discussion^  and 
thflrt:  every  aiieh  discussion  :must  be  highly  iojuricHfis 
-to  the  state/  '  That  as  hib  could  piot  QHfty,  tbe 
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it*i^•'lFbi(t•8hlaulcil^he^'dechrdtpry!rrbte  <ht,  mdution 

bySiwefftntJiMudoptiba-^^^^^  The  de^ 

if^lfttatri^^vwei  %  Its  veiytiawlt  waiveft^Ad.iml- 
'  tti^disit&vadofytusA  iof>^  ^thed^me^irnidiseatlbdi  it 
upb)i  Ilie  a^eoEtidif  of  s ip^ihcipl^,^  tor  v^kkhihAy 
Irtsovt^  trheh  dit^;  teippoitiTy  .diiBciiltie^i  i  (^faouid 
l^^6  'bedi:vrdiitoved!t  mid'  iiiey^ 
U^$h^1ti0'opeit|tl^  ipiraosdtok  of  jalikclffafec^^cfirjQte 
l&'FarHimeift  ih  fkvoii  g£  .tlu^ahQiitioRifcrfirtliegBla^Q 

^bt^'J^ittvy  ,tto^^iMm^Qrd>>  aoMi i^lsfc  MndnjBtltate :.bt 
^K^yKhi  WDt  d[$ti$iqtl»ri]p3Wibh>:be^'B6Dse  'o£i  ISi^^dtitjf 
t&t^airp  sfc^p'yM  !«rbicHiaitt}d:{)r0diice  ajdkiiissj$w::C(f 

aoseof  t>ie^- Asi^ri'Pltt  faad^so  kxAimiJDfy:d^         ^a^^ing 

P^r'to^^^ctoi  tlwi;ti«OT  first  4ii'o^dti(%$,:  the  d^pur 

SatuJL"*"  ^tes>trrgid  .Mm '^fiftj  nMim>ai)Lxioudy.ftpon.ftithird> 

Siitf^  Qtssudedf  liini}  Ijdbat  ^hei  Cathdlk^/  w.$rei/  deter^ 

:mitiMil<t0iidaQgIlto  irit»Kand.tb  ihistM^Ge^^h-QQr 

'VemmBritj  t  aj  Idtigfasptb^y  cotild  jii  thW  *hcjy  «}ioiit^ 

irith  extjfeirie:  i^labtanc©oJpe:cfa«rced.  te^  tepumtft 

-tKdmteWftsaswd  tUa>  catee/  from:  hif%  to  jwhQte 

theyb  htidjtveri,  looked  iii|d  aa-rtd  tlieir..|)atPQni.^li^ 

^osttpoMreif ul:  sitppbrtei^^  n  Tttat :  )S^;  if^nL  ^ere .  tjl^y 

fil)m^IsAimg^iit:^aQ5i!ina2u>erlkQ3embbrrajSjs  M^itfi^ 

tef^oti^e^ilbad  "ptidTerredUo'^einbaivraBs  .tbeiir  f>Wn 

kause'«attdr''.ek^/4t8^pr4igife9BJK(ti& 

"^cAiisst.d^  |ii^ai«dliA|mtatk>b^  jjTbejjfjbtepe^^ 

^s«d«(^Mmi[  dkt'if  ifi^ jw)iddi&troikc&tbdt  pe- 
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titkm,  dtid  by:  it  Off  ^Jtafie  of  the  fiadsioft  Jf^ 
CoaimcMis^  th^y  wopM  Mtliori8ci:bim  6^  state  to> 
t))e  House,  thkt  tUet^  M  nat  pras.tlurimmedkit^. 
adoption  of  the  measure' p^edfkr^.lu^^ ytptd^, 
they  were  earnestty  betii^upoa  bis  .presenting  and 
couBtenattcing  their  pedtian,  and  obtaining  the. 
notice  amt  regatd  ci^  Baiiiasnent     They  assured, 
faim,  that  the  ente^^taiiiing  b€  the  pctitloiLAtall}, 
though  it  should  be  i^ected  or  pbstpo|ied^  yould 
be  far  mofe  gtatdiil  to  -  iheir  ifecliag^  thatiriitteii 
neglect  ahd  d1sregi»^cl^  -GTha^.th;^  widaiBd^iUxbd 
^tnrade  'known  te  ttoeir  'felkKW^-subjectis/ in  Ehg^andi 
ht>|>ing,  that  the  nwre  th^y^flhoutfl'ilidikaoriiMiirto 
them,  the^h^ef  would  tliey::bt  likted;;i;'fl[iMt}liid 
c(iri^^V\^H*  m'&i'  their '  request.  «iouid<  Idafikat  .the 
a'tlenipts 'o(3  ihoisj^^  \4^o  endeattonveti  ^'^jbdsmdn 
the  Ckt^eliCrs,  'that  'tlieyifaad  .haen;  dooiai^^'Mid 
chilled  liy  the  '\Jw09^    And  in;  t>rd«i  tou n^iitace  him 
to'tim  ia^'  pmpositiob/itlii^y  infomedjliinu  thAt 
their  iiicftriici^ns  to.iatcodiMfce  the:  pcltuGxnr  were 
im|>eifatitre  tipon  thdnH> ^  ^arnd-'  they i^nd^aroiired/^  f d 
hnpreisrhtAV  with  a  :S^sd*ip£*.the  ^divabtagesr.^ 
would  hav^lAl^eit^ghitm^lf  /the  iulrbdacdr  pf  !lbi 
jietitioni  by  wliith  fee  V^lA  beep^tlie  aubjeottxi- 
ditifrely  iti  his.mth  habd^^  aiid>iplies^C)fi^(th^ 
tude  kiid^ffppdrt,  and  oontm^cb  ifto()«ncirgiea.i(if 
the  CatlioHi^  bodyth  iiU  t^  imofaaures:  of  ^hi^.G/Or 
vermnetit;.  HShdirfdlieipbi^fetiinidccHoingltiiis  last 
pf6pt>sitfoti,  Hhe ' |>6tJtiob  > ««dUldi  i^^         ::be.an^ 
trodutWl  fe^yine^wHelCrriAmbeC  iw^^wbuU  Jving 
oh  a^isWtiiHorf'cirtJiliily  lew  agTe?qble,.iand;:pfOf 
babiy  mbre^  injnHcHi^i  *4Ln  ii^  regiUoteol  Jsoidiincidc^ 
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^f2^^  ritled  bylBimselt*  mri  Pijt;  wkhdutijotipipg  any: 
of  dtote  obsccvitKms/drUy:  repeated:  !lbis  M^gfit^LvQ 
determifiat£oil:..fae  ,remafkld,>)yhat  her  sKcHvldi fee^.: 
less  personal  emb^ita^ni^nt  ^aiit  tha  dlscu^^iqpyi.  ifit. 
^re  occasrioBfid  by  aay;  otjiei-  pet9on .  tlua  IviP^ielE; 
H^  neither  ttireur  out  a  ^ggeat^iQp  for  tli^u;  apply^i' 
ibgtoany^other  ehaanel^  :ifeiigave  any  grpiind  fpr. 
preBiiming,^  tl^at  Uie  iniroductio^  oC  ih&  p^tUioin 
through  any  ministerial  meniber  w,0a]d .^e  li(cely.  tq 
mfteahis  X)p{)psiti6n.:  ^  Box  he  ■  very; » e^plifii tly .  de- 
thjred^i  iiki  Jieshduli  fitl  itM§i4^ty  ffi^^resi^  it. 
The  only,  advice  his  eiHid^scen^^  itp  pffer,  jW;^  ^ 
withdraw  ;tbcfir]jletitk>n  al^geth^r^ipr  at^ll  evei^ts 
to  I  postpone- )iLi!  The'd^Utiq^l>eiiag>st;iU  ^esifOMS 
tol  leave:aido6ri  open  htx^som^  .^jiTaM^9pne^^;Wik}^i 
mig^  kpepf  ilive  the  .hope  :^£  ]\ir..rPitt'«;  <;pftqtffr 
iiaixcihg/ tiueir  cattse,  ientreated  ihitn  Uii^pyr^i^* 
ielf:  a  ddy:  lor '  two :  tO;  aeflebt  uptoia"  th^  js^lgf cjt  ^qf 
their  confeineiice, .  and  hbped^  h&  -.  ^^oujdUhlsn  if^vqr 
them  with  hif  idfunate  commands^; .  they^$iiggest^; 
ihat'Awere  herki  thatfinst^j^t  to  decide  so  fiifnily 
a^amst.  tbem^  ii  nljght^  appofir :  tQ/  t^be.  Cath6li9 
wAlyy  that  theiii  cin^t,  had  ji^eei)  ^I'isJ^flg?fIi  :^y^A 
hsfdtclic  had  seen jtheit deput<e%  or. Qoi^piunic^te.4 
with  a  single  CJiu^oUc.  geatl^ipan  i^pon  th^^  sul^ect 
That  tUs  would  chat.an.tiqgriaqipus  clpud  ov^r  t;heir 
f^au^^i.ivfaichrthey  Mattered  th^ip^iv^s  be,.woulijl 
Itot  «/Jdx;?  tfor  evtea  in  (;hatc;i90in(i9t  they  w^ye  uOf 
wHltngt6['cdnsidieritirtterJ^:.)3!ej^f^  his  counte- 
Mocieiand  support^  iasith^y  k^ewr.^t  ha^  ins  kin^ 
wishes.  lan^^  I  dpprobatbfiL  7  M?v  tPjtt  .assured ;  them, 

Uecidi^  upon  the  ja»tapit;r:he  had  <ead 
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and  attehtively  xs^bsidered  their  p^titioii^  bad  l^n.  JJ^ 
regularly  apprised  of  all  th^r  proceisding^ ;  :h&cl. 
very  folly  revolved  the  whole  matter  in.  l)is  mind,; 

r 

and  had  well :  deliberated  and  finally  (Raided  the 
cout96  he  should  pnr^e.  He  had  gjv^n.l^em  the 
fixed  result  of  that  deciBiom  i    , 

Under  the  assurance  of  Mr«  Pitt's  (popse%pentIy  Cstiioricde. 
of  all  the  Diinisteidalist»  decided  opposition  to  tliepTy  to  l^ 
€atholid  petition  in  every  form,  th?  ^^puti^s.hel^aildMr. 
several:  nieedngl^  to  arrange  their  f^turt|  steps  for  ^**' 
carrying  their  instructioiiis  into  full  ^ect,;  there^ 
suit  of  which ^  was  to  apply;  t^Xord  Gfenvijile^^d 
Mr.  FiMc.     They  gayeicrcdit  to  LordGrenvillf  for 
^e-^ncerity,  >wil!b  which. he  4ec^d  tlfie  j;ie<rcssity 
of  carrying  the  jCatboUc  qi^e&tipn.  tp  have  bef  n  the 
real  xause  of  his  retiring.  :fnoinoti|icfeii^  l>^pl::i  V^ 
as  he  had  not  KtmtfsAr^^.  ppwer  wi^th  Mn  P|tt> 
4hey  iantitctpated  hi$>  st^ftdiue^s  to    th^ur   canse* 
With  hin^  they   reckoned  a3  .^u^e  fnei\dsy  L6rd 
Spencer^  Mr. .  WyudhbQ),. .  aMl  $ptn^.  pt^F  W^'  * 

bers,  wha-hiuliformod  apfirtiof  Mi"-  Pi tt>  former  ' 
admitiistratbn,  and  had*  resigned  wjth.  iMin.amd  ' 
upon  one  common  principle.  In  the  liberal  po- 
licy arid  inflexible  integrity  of  Mr..  F^xa^,  the  de- 
puties we^e  stjrd  at  aU  thnes,  and  under  attcip(iuni* 
stances  pf  cordial  support  as  w€ll  from  him  ai 
from  »11  his  .twe»  frijpnd^^  :Th?y  cpnsider(?d  the 
then'ooaksoed  party  of  oppositipn  tp  cpn;ipriz^  an 
as^en^blage  Pf  tfhe  leading  chaf:aoter9  xfi  point  of 
talent,'  t^i^k,  influence,  political^  virtue  and  expe* 
rience:  and  therefore  tard  QrenVille  and  Mr.  Fox 
d»  itbeir  h^s  appe^r^d  the  most  eligible,  n^ember^s 
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^^iitieiajifdk^tp  tlimi,  Iteere  iheat  rocHrdi^Usr-freri 

c^d,  tthd'  had  ci  %;oiifereace Jlrith  litem'  of  ^tfo^^^ 

>  »  ^  • 

hbare/ £Lt  wliicfe'  Were  ^p^esent  !Lobd  Spcpbtur^  tbfi. 
f^it^^HfSx^i'd'Orey,  <amt  Mr^.Wgrapdliaoii.  Jil  em)Q{L> 
in  Lord  Grenville  aftd  Mr/<Fax»utidbribkUig^toipter. 
.'s^t'  th^^petftkmJ tb itM^  liespectdw  4iaukies'ifa  Plir- 
;  Mtn^iit;  ^oh\  Ihei  fo\lof^\1ag  minii^  rhaTm^  b^aft 
'      i^di[deri^«d  "v^i^ihg!     *^  ^tioblemdniafid.j^iitk^ 
^*  ntt^l<eife^p^€«eHtfotatiieipat*of  Aeii^ 
^*  Qicfs  'uiKl^kiiriditig>,' '  <that  itbeie  is  iebd  i)il);0lihrad 
^' 'of  Mr.  ^Pktlif  *^tje^tiQti[<|o  ^llrnc  /betog  winovbd 
^*'ln[  the  riejit'se^idn,^de€:laii?/l:bat  it  Is  th^tr  Kvhb; 
^'  ahtf  A'tfiej"  Belieite,  ^hktlibi  die /C3*hdic  feody 
'    ^^^iri'Ifaalid/fHa«<afteripf0^dlifii^  Ite^^ 
^^*\Lord  <&tenv}lle  and  Mr.  tfioxcfibduld  fiakelian 
^' ielrijr '0[ip6rtdttrty' jof  rad^itog^  to^take ijthe  .said 
•*^  j)fethibb'1iit6  'crffieklmtion,^*'  tThtts;  dosed  /ihe 
iUilx^ticmsof •the'Catholic'd^puUtion;';    'mi!   (i';,7 
cathoiicpe.  .:.'()%  tWe^'^jth'-'ctf  !Mttr(3hJi<05^/I^i?dGMOTiite 

tition  pre-  '      •         <  /    • 

senud  by    Ir/'tHfe'  Lipck,  siW  !Mf.  'Fox  fe  ebe'tioiasc'of  Com; 

Lord  Gren-  |  '  T  4      .  h      ^ 

viiictothe  tiTOii*; 'prefefen«ed  rlM)' Catihteffic  petitiori^tj     Wie» 

Loi'dB,  and     ,  .•■    i..       '^r        •  » 

to^ieCom.  .)[♦  5^^  ctfttJfei-ejice.ljetiiree^  the  ^aputiM«l>^,M'-4»9ff«»F% 

^|jd*Sfc:>Ft)?;  i^}^f^^<^r9fi  lb^.|.S^t>C  *|a?cfn^  ap^on  ^h»pcxt 

4lay,tbey  gayei.Dotice  in  their  respective  Houses  of  their  iat'ea* 

tieps  to  present  the  petitiop  oii  the  2^tb  of'th^t  mohtli.  '     * 

'    +  The  pVaye^of '-Whfc^  W^'tiy^tihe'fcllowiftg   iffeoi;  tli. 

^^ *  Your  petif  i^if^s^b^i^for^:  ^sf '  huXttblg^  |  pregsuoi  ;;tor}  exprtis 

)t)idri  eaifiu^gt,  bttt.treAp£(ifiil'h9pQ.i.4bat  lhis^^o9ai;all^f,j99pjMe 

-wjiU  )iu;  iu  u(U49^  sfad  iib^fflit;^,  deei^  tbe  several  statut^^ 

^QMT  io  ibiice.  idg^ns)  them  no'loiiger  necessary  to  be  retainea, 

and  that  his  Majesty's  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects;  prbfessin'^  the 

Iloinaa' (lithofic  -icIigToi},  may ' hi' €iFeetu«liy-kliWe<l  fiiiiai  llle 


Admmi$tra^  qf  ^^fi^d^^]tf^tf^  Mr.  Pitt.  ^ 

t 

Xwii  Aftcjs^^j^.i;^.  w,itb  .preqjpit^pcyi ;  a^d,  oji' 

<OH^r<caWii.^e ft^ftor  of  U, .i,t  ^ept,tq.pyer,^l^rofr 
t^'fS'itwletSlf/J^p?  ?f. <%HrcJi,ap(l ^tp;  apa.jf  t^e 

.fl«f8tjp|i.a^»«ulja.  Ij9;fj|^li^)f  ,?nji  ^wiJ^  d^cussed, .  mm- 
.mQpe^  j(|^e|J((qv^r^Pfi .  ^ench  Xb  .afta  t^qasejyes  fQr 
^e  cfwib^  jV»d  rte«//fd,.  that  tbe  j«^pU  ;pf  ,t|)e  dis- 
ci^asioA.mi^i^  be  aip/irnevacai^le  4^pisiQn  uppA.tbe 
^esfioiV  .^d^4ta^,r^stf<^r  gyer.  I^ocd^^kg?, 
.biugr^  Ifpwi  Jlie<3k8d^lp.,e?sR|:^s^d  .t)jejf  general 
•o^m^m  tQ.tl»e  .fl^^tiftH*  4P^.,Wd.phapcelU)j£i* 
.d9n,.objec^d  .^  ,^hfi.  1^.»)J«  of  ;l^orfQilCiB  njqti<m  igr 
its-  l||Bi»g  prir^*  )ft  tl)^  Hoji^  of.  CptoroAOs  Mi> 
^px,  4>l^f:¥.«l*  f#^t  -^ffli^,  the  course  of  his-  P^f- 
Jiameiitary  duty,  ,^e4^d  .l^evjcrrije^  with  more  s*- 
.  t)&%Q^,  i  ,^9J^  ^fi,  ftl^n  j^i^  .to  ^rpaen t  ^  peti  tioa  . 
i^m.  ^be.gt^,.i^Qdy/^f  jli(ie  .Cat^fics, of  Ire%nd;  , 
prayiiig3t^ibej^fnit)J?d  tp.an,fqt4alp^r.ticip^tion  pf 
.^U  tlpefet^efits.qf  ^|w.ppBati*u,t)on  5vith..the  r^ait  of 
icir  f^^W7a,dy.e9^t?^  Whatever  were  its,  ^er^t?^  pif 

operaiiQO  oF  tb9SQ  statutes ;  ^nd  tpat  so  they  n^ay  be  restpred 
to  the  full  enjoymenl  of  tht*  fiiiirefits'of  the  fei^sb*  *fco)istftdti6n, 
and'  t<i  eyerf'iid^Q^kfeni  ht''%itwch:meni^  tfjfat  CoDstimtioD, 
eqiiSidly  and  ifi  aaipmaa^Tri4i  tibeic  %ll9^iS»ii9ecM';lhrQughpRjt  the 

,.      ,M    ot    '^ , And  your  petitioneT^will.ejrerprY,^^^^^^ 
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(j^^  Scrfeicli'  hfe  sMiiid  then  say  n6th%;  he  'waS 

that  It  offijfett  the  most  satisfactoVir  iir6b£-'that  the 

body  of  Irish  Catholics  sought  to' remedy  the  griw- 

"aht^  they  '■  felt,' ■  by  'no  other'  than'  l^af  meahs; 

^      UiVitig' read  th'6  "lietitioH, '  and  tilo^eciiMii  it 

sh'oliltf  lie  bn-  th'e/table, '  Mr/  timi^^t  la^ebted, 

■  "that  it"*siibutd'iiate  been' broirehtlfbfwiTa  at  a 

tone,  ^hen  the  (>tiiolic^'as'\\^eir'as^eveit^oiie''d4e 

fcftex«',;'that  fhete  Vas  a^  itlSUJrrh  bun  table 'bbysiitidn 

^''^  thy-att^intrieht'Df  their  obiec*:  to  whl^^tlie 

'ktid' otjott*  '^ifch  thefefor^^ there  coufe'-fee  4io  t!rs- 

cufesibn;  t^r JtHout  endangetih^  tW' tra^qutfftlty  of 

'tiie'countW.    'Mr. 'Fox  observed:' ftiat  the  Jtiifctr- 

rrtoiittfeWe' obstacle  had  not    been '  spedflea  V  fce 

comS  thdri^fote  then  iaylnothihg  to  it^  whenever 

'ii^  Ifeifiould^iear  "^hk^  the  bb^tacle  was;-  he  shbuW 

-be*Wdy'  to' sk^^^^^^        ophiJoii'u^on  it.  ^3P6r'the 

'  eronveniiency '  o^  thf  IHsh*  Members,  ad  early*  day 

^in^May  was  ajipoinled.  for  'thediseussioh,  as  tile 

'Sprmg'Assi2,ei*Vduid'theti  beover^^^^        '•  '-^ 

Lord  Aberi-  '  ^Much  iVrsb  rHktter  wa^  m  the  mean '  ttme  pres- 

Judge  Fox.»  s^d'  ujibh  boilV  nouses  bf  rParliamerit ,-  xns6  niiich, 

;'thS;t-^t  be^arhri  a  generd  comprint,'  £Ha^*tor6t>f 

^  tllfeh-  tinie  waS  dtevot^^  ^o  rrfsli,"thati  BMtSsfc  cBft- 

'ceVris/  by  Avhich  the  iabour  and  atil^tidartce  of  the 

Members    were    insufFerably    increased.     In   the 

seated,  n^^  petitioofi  from  Ml\  liart,  apd  ff.PP^ 

:*'Mv,  Arnri&troij^  and  other  Jutqts- of  the.  County  of 

Fermanagh,  and  from  Mr.  Irwin  the  Sheriff  *of*he 

sanic  County.     He  also  adverted"  to  the   heads 


Mmmistraiim  a/^^R/J^ardztwki'Mndiir  Mr.  Pitt,        ST 

orp»tt6Q]iM  of  the  t!faa,Kgea,t: which  h«  intended  ^^^- 
V6  pr^tt  ^g^iti^t  Judge  Fox*    !T\k  ^ubstaaqe  of 
ih^fti-wafs  neaify  the  same^  as  of  those,.  W|hich  he 
litafd -tobBiiitted  ^.thdti^U^t  S^sion.     Jhey  tliea 
Wer^  7  itl  nuinhery  andhe  had  ^Qw  jeduced  them 

tb  5^:-  b^cJM^  two'oE  tl3em'\V!er«r;l^o.  tn^^ 
f6utidtd1li^iniecoiicfptk9ii :  ianqj^btirfof  the  cWges 
be^hdd  neW^tiiMliodized,  /Idiougk  tt.  cemained  sub- 
i^iiiAiMll^'ihe  sifime:  mdr.'wiat  he  had.  l^t  Session 

•  •  •  

^Iiet^e^ihy)rfy4%nned  pdrtieuiar^i^tX^cofidluctiqf 
Jtidge  Fdii.  <  Tile  Chancdlor  .iiedoipded'  blm,  tli^ 
by  the*}s6^&f^fs  present  Majesty,  .no,JKdge  was  ^ 
to  be  i^b¥^^dr-lcaUed,ufx>n*$q!:  answ^  for  his 
conduct^  btrt  ih  tonsequeqceof^av^;  (Address  to  his 
Majesty  frto  Pai^lkimint  to- that  ^eifect     It  lie- 
catne  thcrcffore^ft'  matterj  of  Jthe.utmost  delicApy 
and  impbi^anee,   what  papers :  were  Jaid  befora 
the    hottse,:     and    liow    that:  house    /exercised 
It's  delicate  powers  in  that  regard;     Be^t  on  all 
sides  with  diilieitltiies  as  Lord  Al)erc&ni:.was  in. 
the  prosecution  of  Jtidge  'Fox,  It  appears  manifest, 
that  he  rested  his  ultimate  success*  ttpon  his  p^r- 
s»nal  iiitiuebce  W^ith  Mr.  Pitt,  wlw  still  direpted 
every  •  Pai^Miinife4i  tafy ,  mo vemeo  t^    A  report    was  ^ 
theii  cui^rentjthat  Mr.  >Pitt:cotisQi^ps,  that  h^s 
influcnce'^ih  the  House  of X-ommond  .wats  on  the 
decline,  ''hW  fee^  'induced' to:  dissnlKC  the  Parlia- 
ment,  which  was  called  Mr.  Addington's  Parlia- 
meht,  ihoiigh  Mr.  Addipgton  affected   to  Imve 
ex<prci^.  ^  no  treasury   influience  iri   its  electron. 
The  Marquis  had  sufficient  interest  ti6  secure  the 


•^^^^^?^^rogrcBs  he  hhd  made;  and  in  ord?r  )fc0  ^pfi^fp 
himself  against  the  disheartening  op^Datin&.o^  i^ 
commencing  his  labours^  he  procBced  w.  AfittQ 
%e  passed^  ' -to  cohtinue  thd^pri^ceedinga  io.^hp 
♦**^  House  of  X6rd»,  tmichingthercoiidiftctpf  {M/e 
^^*¥os,  Esq.  btieiof  the  Judges «t>fjtbe  €t^nr$  .Qf 
'^^  Coiifimon  Pteas^  'in  that  pairt  of  the   llmjl»# 
-^^  Kingdom  -balled  imlaaul^  aiatmtbptMdil^  .  apy 
^'^  inrofogation  •  o#    d&ssolutioii   .of  ^^ai^f^infiytJ^ 
Tfatee ;  tn66t  ^traoidiiDaTy   |Mroc^iil9g9:  l9fif(ift^t; 
Jtid^e  ¥ox  bixyught  vfbrtb ;  thfe  ©ukCiffrf  ^^oflB , 
tocalttifbob^the^house  to.  exe^i^Mlheir  ^ops^tifti* 
Yiondl-du^*  dti  ,tlie  ^pde/'asioii; .  jHk Jl'fiyaJ.IIighne^s 
tnost  pr6{>6r]^5)^'S«gge&tcd,  /that'ihf  iMidtion  o^'  (l^e 
'iusiiiess  ^  kli^uld'^  fa&ye  >pi)Qceeikd  i* rqs9 ;  the  of h^r 
ivouse:   Ibr^f he  ihonse  of  Loni^i^^l^ipg  ji^idical]^ 
hdt  a 4^oi»t of  Appeal^  could. t)nt^v|:^i^  ^f^^ori^io^l 
^roee^ding^,  >excep^'  ip  ^he  4^jse  ^f  iinp)^c^qjien.t 
*byfhe^onii?ions  Hoiise^  JE^rliargent.  JfiejmQv^fl 
'iherefdve,  •  that  »^he  Comrpittee  s^j^oint^,  tjQ{,^|t;,9p 
^tbent^xt  day  upou{;the  .$u|>jiBCti  sI^qu^  be  Jpo^f t-^ 
tpmied  t^iti6»ii[€!eks.     The  vMpftiw :  wa&  *xieg^twf^ 
by:arfnajdr%4rf^SL  .    r.       ^       .' 

ji^iZ^Lm-   "^*^€^  ^^^^^  Scteiou  of  J^tliamnt;  pf QdM<^(I>W^ 

'^''^         '^thcr-  Act  .affecting^  the  case,  of  Jadgejl^jo^Q^  ^  ^^sp 

^a  Jiiclge  of  the  Court  b£  Coiompn  Pli^a^  in  Xrfff^. 

-1l!s  title  in  gfeaVpon  beipeal;^.  its  «peafiing^     .^^' •^ 

-*^*Ae4  to  aihaid/S  A»tef<>jf  ftl)j&.  ISjUi.anfl  ,.^^^^^ 

.i .'  .#  Tbe  prcfittscElbt;  o|^po9^.  of '  i^  ^p^^'^  '^^^^  l»9rdit  Lime- 
ffdi^  Wfs^i9<>re}9Uid,  .^a^wktsburv,  and  Sidinoutl^;  t^ie  cliier 
^9^pPMrtjers^of  it  w,ere  Lprds  CarlisU;  Spencer^  and  Qtet^iih/  ^ 


AdmnUtration^ffSB^^i^^  Pitt  |0 

«  yemi^pf  Mb  jabsmt  Majesty, ibr  lbe{;9i«»erii»il^  Jf^ 
*^  «ialoM(att]bapjO&t1^rGiiipiml;  LtLl^s^.itiHl%«iM9 
^'  eaaj;^  tappnefadixfiag  audi  ibf tnging  't<>>4r^l  .<i!ir(Eiild^ 

^'^ariMh^.'^o(l|iniienfim^i6i«ftei^  ^tl  wMb  iimr 
potf fef'^^c^fi^tt  4:he>  j*cl  jgqjwp^^  and-  ..>lifi^sli»tere;]'af 
a  '^ountvyimtoi^gifiefiuof  por^gnal^vetig^aiACe  anil 

hfiE^'  '^Pffaasrrtedn  beftrre  'ofaset%ec}y'>tbat;  ju  >the 
month  of  May  IS^^/Mi^'CafabAtth^ibeefi^Olilid 
guilty  of  having  libelled  Lord  Hardwicke  and 
pfheb  'of 'hfs^Gifternmettt  iii  «te^  letti^  isigded 
/i£V(rr^^|^f  i^^^^  "  After 

liad  vefkAiwd  b3^1ih6i|>0stt£ii0nilr0la«4>  to.<G.over|i- 


The  Jejttef^^.ppt  ojily.,  <^WT€d  J^ofd,Ua,Tdw}ck^, 
Lord  »itediQsdal(^.  Mi\  J.  (jbl9Qio«  )aa4  Mr...  Ale^^nr 
<ler Marsdeft,' vwltii ^wer^Hientioiied  ia^he  indictv 
jiient,  •  i>ai!^^y  iflsb  'iA'ffii^<^y  't!li§fctei^  the  views 

grQa94^:.ja«4  :W^^^s  M'MV\  'A^i^'^t^^^^  IVaying 
.}M»CMad-ftbe  office  pf  Attoi:ui?y  f^^enpm/o^..^^^^ 
0'G#ady^.  i  It Av^8:fonfid  prudeiJliiail.Q^^.lbo.l^  the 
indictment  Vi*h'  his  taanH?,  'Jest^^thi?  J>i^seouti0a 
™glit^  \ff  fiioggeiJin  ?ts  pva^reiS;  or  appear  on  tliat 
acqpuftt  w9«e/;pe^^Qpa]i  tl^an  <)rfficial, "  ;By  tlie  scqnic 
preparation  fot  rtlie  intended  trag6#,  it  appear^ 
that  thc'icft  ^iF  state  •  was  aixiously  xviatied  to 
be  covered*  by  saiictton  6f  la\f.    The-cehsbr  of  tlte- 
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^<^;  ^  system  beeairid  the  mairkcd  iwtiiq  <d  oppreafiive 
vM^anee..  Thiprecipitahcy  tooppiiessthedasaig 
mdividtial  betrayed  tbe  niana^rs  of  the  state  isa:*^ 
nceuTre  intoopenabaildoiimeQttyfihefirst  principles 
of  Leglfllation  by  passing  an  ex  .fmt  facta  isiw^  aud 
into 'hbstiiity  to  the  >freedoin:  of  4he  sut^ccft.by 
Aefeatiilg  tiae  great  saftguards  of:  Mt^gna.  Phtrfa^ 
and  tl>e  bill  of  ri^ts.  Against  oppressioo.  The 
partteular  efiects  of  higK  infkiettce  upon  ,diA^piid.^ 
pat  aetoi^  in  this  stafterex^hibition.mayi  ixtr tfiic^ 
through  eVeiy  scene, ^ i^wfatdi  ffQtn.thQ.maikiiig 
of  the  <victi|ii  led  it  to  iitimbdatioxu     '  : '  ^    /■:..  ..' 

••  .J  •    :     .•       .     •  •  '  '       :>■/.;' 

.  *;  How  pirqngly  state  if elu^gs  o(i^jrated  npq^  the  legal  .pea- 
ceedWiss  in  this  matter  in  the  Courts  of  Ireland,  may  be  collected 
from  what  fell  from  the  Att(>rney  General  in  his  argument  in  'tb^ 
King'ci  Berich  In  Janukry  1S05,  on  Ah  Mgalit^of 'the  arrest  of 
Jadge  J^hsaoi^'Of ^hich'more  w|l  W  saii  iMrra^.    ^f.l 

-f*  cannot  help;  )Q0i)B|)lauiin|^  y^  ft  :isja,l^t|e«eye»^  ^at;when 
**  I,aa)  seekti^g  tp:briii^  another  i^a^  to  l|is  tri^l,  I  am  suddenly 
"  put  upon  .my  .own^  &p.*  I  wish  to  ,tak^  the  first  occasion  of 
*^  disclaiming'  botli  for  niyself  and  others^  the  most  retiiote  Idea 
*'  of  any  proceeding  towards  Hft^.  J«  JohnsofH  vAiUA  dtemeoeatai^ 
n  MUaikmaU  ofju^cc  don  wf^ipdf^femakiy.  nfqui$>p,'*.  AM  ^^f  Q 
AJr/  jBarOf  Spjithf  in.  the  .first  week  .of  the.  ensuing  J^'eUruaryy 
delivered  his  adnpiira^  Sirgun^entln  the  Excheiquer  against  tbe 
bpijiion  of  bis  brethren  on  that  Bench,  hd  found  Ift  "necessary,  to 
make  this  linportant  cautionafy  dedaration.-  **■(  wtllnot  f«ar, 
''  ibnt  any  xh'inp^,  Which  I  may  hate  nrgcsd.to  day  ,ctm  h^m^- 

/'  f^pr^entied  orr  remembered  to  my  .^ajmy  \ijy  others :  I  shall 

,haiiejojL^d  no  treacherous  enemy  into  action:  and  even  if 

I  shou1d«  yei  knpwing  how  free  the  country  is,  rn  Which  I 

^^  live,  I  cannot  sdppose/  t*hat  then*'  Host'de' !a^Vhy  Wonld'be 

-"  successfuK     The  free  doctrine^,  wiiidi  L  bave  •  itnixitaiiied* 

At 

**  I  should'  be'sorry  to  lopk  oiwas-*txx)\bold  ^  andk  still'  sorrier  to 
••  consider,  as  in, ally  manner  obsql^te^    Therefore  in  .promulg- 


ft 


Admtnistratioit  oJE.  Maicdtmie  iii^  Mr.  Pitt.  61 

Strang  efibcti^.  we^  pmduced  btfth :  in  ^^pgUm4  \J^ 
and  liJelancLiby  tJbo  pi^llc^tion  of  Jifvermfs,  lettepv  ^^^^ 
Tfaey>wa«;ii»{rers«Uy;t«lASved  tQ  h»vc  .bem  J^irrittiqi  £1^ 


by  Mta  I J^  ^  Jqqiiwq  :  r  find.  i)U  Q^icii^l  ql^acter 
doubled .  tbe^  pbint  4ii4  energy,  wiitb  wbi(^  die;^ 
weie  ulrUtefiu  Fm^^ttion^p^  fiesentopeiit  agaipat 
the  autJhoT  aros^  in  tbe  bi3$aat  pf ,  th9^  who^were 

individually  afiebted,  by^t^Q  ^?&pofittre»>contaipe4.i9 
thody :  aad  they  wif^d  u»c(witrpviled  the  ^ot^k 
edged  s.wQrd  ^  .veogewce  ^n^  ;Qf  J^%^icl?t  ;  It 
might  be  p^uinptuous«  tip  cl^arge  tbg  os^Ujdble 
moeer  an  .tbfS  I^gi^la^ve  mj^^^egri,  .with  &rf!sflc;K 

'•  -■       .'  * "--^   .  -^'K  ::  ^^-^^    -.|  v.!r  '^  -r.r.  '.r  :f 

*  nig-  diem  f  cttiD0t'  mlQ  in^Drijog^  ^th^  d^^e^if,  i^  ittCKt 

H«..then  also  piade  this  manljr^  and  not"  redundant  professiiou 
in  the  pres^ce  oT his. brethren  on  that  BeDCb. '  "I'^m  cdn- 
'''  <ferB^'for  nd  individnal :  I  .attk'  €n^  aHirbcaitf^esei^iibg  tiiyseir 
^  bn  l^iMilf  ^  te  otestkmttn.  ^chadroeatiiinib:«iofe  Iban 
•*  Ae.  pnn)4ge  c  H  is  .^he  daiy  5)f  d  Jfndge.V  ,  ^(jVid : .  his  speech 
pablis^ed^.  from  the  prPCfedings  and  notes  wii^i  his  [permission} 
Mr,  J.  Day/  who  was  the  only  Jaclg^  of  the  three  inth^'Kitig's 
Bench;  who  oj>enfy  maidi  kyikS'aga'inSif  ^tte  cbuiUy'*^^ 
did  not'  h^  qnitea» 'strong  toii^iag«/:as/BatfDQ:Smitb<:^  Ha 
m^\ietlClf  l|otre¥jK  abewed,  [that  i^  if#9ring  ,fttoa^  bis  br^hrao» 
be  'bad.^ta'  ^  lal^qor  imre  against  prcpuc^e  .ai]d  i^jdnc^e,  than 
doubt  or  .juicertainty.  Af\ec^  hatting  demonstrated^  that  the 
courtly  construction  of  the *act^  made  an  ofAirideV  thrice  punish* 
able,  he  saTJP^'  Still  is  it,  but  one  crirtie/iwhatewr  ibib  eletaint 
««  tnay^lie  t$f 'Us  •  ravages,  wheCh£rUt;oroi»tibe.  chaiin^l;  the 
4'  Tweed  or  only  the  Thames.  To  say,  that  the  Legislature' 
^  woiild  t^teffere  in*  stieh  4*  caae^^tid  iwm  with  i^ny  extraprdiaary 
«'  phi^ess^  a^vi«dictWe'prMecnior  ta  glut  his  reiei^tment  t^y  mul* 
^'  tij^lied  <pr^ctt;ttons^and:jgniU'ltfp)je4  puoiishments,  would  be  vs 
«<  maJceUieLegMalureawUafy  to-^  qiijiljgoai}f,^d  impls^abfe, 

*  Venge'a«lt#^''*"  '.:*L"^"  ^J  v. 


f^'^' 


^  •  •  '^'  ^  -'^^  f^'^R^'g^lf^Oegig^ 
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d!H6cte(l  ''fb'f^^'fii  tin«^'aJlJdyQ*nlenti«iMd  fbill  as  a 
rtisittdt  -t/f  r'Htii^siSrf'^9&^\i'iliAan  (wntted :  %::  tbe 
tfnroti:  '•Tt'^ssM'tt&^^iilat^^'ofiJcbiUX^fetiroiigh 
hath  HousW  Withb»t  eji}:io^«Kyn<  0r  tfyeit  jiisoustiant 
aiid  Rbr't«'Mid^r':  ^f6l<  ifi'fiWrfi&l'ted  ^  fite  ^eio£  it 

land  out  of  the  process  of  legal  writs,  after  having 
ftflfthft;*«f  ^9hfeat''^Ijtailt^'>bp^w^«e  <w«*<i.;'rai»,.fche 
iW  h'kii  We&^frmi'ii^  tdfifasm'cif  teel»'W«Mj»^4 
aa  b,e.t\Veen  coujuily  .and  county  jri  EhMtftit!  "am 

and  NOTtb'Bntattk f!  Mr.'.Feiit)i«al  jrBpeatnd^n^Ot. 
ktiowleds^d  Tfte  wiS»'  '^'''iatr«(re"6f  •  *e  d^ffiouiJiesj 
'  wbioU  w?re  aifterwards  raljed'^^dinsf  it"eSthet*  M 
the  {inpepf  it^  mtfpductioljji  profiles  posting  ihto 
aflau^  ■■  :He  way <)hj^v6  bee»  th«!iU9jpoqii$ciou^  f^g^P;^ 
«>f'its-  'in^d«d  maKcei  '  The"  ^naotinfi  «!nd;.u84^ 
ma'debf  thatact  of;t1iy4r4ttl  QH^l  IIL'fonh.'to* 
iipportapt  .an  ffrcarfunf  of.  tHe;  sg^stig'm,  libt  ^  tx)  be 

Ac?i  of  oco.  .u  ^  In  the  'fl3d  <>f  .Geow ;  11,?.  »Qa  JEnaJisl)  act .  Va^ 

county  aiitT  ■  '" .- '  ^  ^      -  "''i-     M      •.  .    -/Jcj    -j^  [••./:    ^' 

<^«»ty  cThe  mide^'tviHex(2tM>Jtbe  length  fbf^doUiili  .iiylM^.i>a^cA. 

>a(^  to*  <)tssetft  tbe  mechaoMtn  ^  the.  ftatedligiQO;  ,ap  surtfQily 

(ionsttuct<fd  to  deltrde  the  public 'cuidt£aw]|^ihe. I i^^TidfiaL 

Man}^  <bings*can  be.  conchi^j^^y  'jpitoiftda'pativ'idti^iif  which  ti 

presumption  can  be  hardly  rai^d  by  arg\iment'4^|pmrtV    Tli»fi( 
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passed  ibr  .the* jip(>r^beiNUng  ^  pertons^ in  MS^  ^^ 
county  or  ^laee  upoijr^warrifciila  gi^i(()e4:by  ji^lioei} 
of  the  Peace  in  aiijr^otlier  eoti«ty  of  ipbCe.  ;-ThiM( 
act  setB  fort^.the  naspmlofiit^^nacUnenta  ^n  the« 
pUfta'  worda.  \ «  f/j  WJiMeasj  <  i%  f«e(|u«ntlyr  happepa^ 
^'  Aiati^personS)  against  whom  IrarcwjtB  ,9Mi  gtaa:te(l 
^'  hjf  Jttatices  xif  tfaie  Peace  fat  th^. several  <rouaties 

within >tilis:ikrngKioai,  esca^  i|\(9.olJier<^u^tifi; 

br  places  ottt[ bf  fthe. jurisdictt^fi  i^f  tl)^. Ja^tice^ 
^^  of  the  Peace  f^sHrtingsiKSi  ^arranta^  aiidilh^ei 
'1 . Ixy  aToid: Bcihg;jmtaished/ifof ; th^  ^ Q/QTi^iees^  wi^ 
'^  #hiohithey.  acejchai^e4«''  .BtHs  remedy  thereof 
itredactedlr'  tha^L  fuoM  fthevS4ih  dfay;pfiJwie.!l750| 
ifMiyftfrBQi^  iagiiimtti^omft>wanltfili9hqu}d  havf 
hteil>*?^siibd  by ' any:  t Jit$tic€^  i  shQbUii  i  ^^c^t/d^i  /^r.  j^ 

A^filiQtlflet^o^f^oTfMl  4nt€aildiif  ap^  premeti^ted  scbemc;^  of 
4ui^  Mtof  confolerale^  pan.  ODly,be  brought  to  light,  countev- 
acted  or  remeoied  by  Varrcn^ly  watching  thetr  'severlLl  actions- 
iUtf^^d^^'^and^^'^l^lihg'tit^on^thi'W  iJkges  <^  infroauclttg, 

pi»iA^  «[M  nk^iii^iM  of  ibis  Act  of  jkrtiai^dtat,  Oie  reader  k 
requeslal'tP'JMr  ii^byiu}  scppeoTitha  Waduy^  principles' of  oqr 
Criminal  or  Crowji,  Law.  r  l^;  TM  no  one  is  lobe  twice  tried 
iind  puniBhed  for  the  same  offence.  %\  That  every  offender 
sball  Be  tried  in  Ihe  place,  where  the  crim^^  Vas  coinmitte(i« 
S^l^lrtii  **a  f&rty'arresied  upon  {^y  thtrge  may  b«  insiantiy 
taul«d;tf  tile  <)Seac4rf  li6  l^ailable.  (4«  Tbat^inithe  tdifir^, 
witfiteit, : indictments. jcMJlgflient  and  pu^isjbirfoq^  there  be  .cei;- 
Cauaiy  an^^w^aiforcuty.; .  (le*  will  also  awaken,  his  attention  to  tl^e 
facility,  wn^  wnicli'is  freetiolders  can  be  cpt}cpted  fbr/d' Special 
Jury,  out  l5f-Whoill  T2  <5cihiiHt  ife  *^Ucted  'i^ei^vidus  to*  iHc 
«dti4i^ViJBict^i«()ibe^Htociiicir^^  Thus  these' 

acM oJMrafeApiosppf^irr^fupf^'i^B^itiyeis  9{  perman^nVortem- 
Ijoiji^l^^lsi^pu^.of  tjbpjurist^^^^        i^  whjch  their  ^h^rgtrd    *      ^    '^ 
^(SkxKk^-iaA  be^n  committ^fd,  and  where  tbev  were  to  be  tried. 
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before  ^  jiistice  livrng^  near  tfte*  ttlabe,  iv^hare' 'hi^ 
should  laiiil;  wha  shoukl  pr^ed  vw(&  t^gaard)  td 
him,  as  if  he  lirtid^' Weii  legally ^a^reheiuic^  -itt^ 
sittn  conn  ty  ^  of ^  I  rekikK  The '4th-  sectteti  madd 
the ' like  p^vislotis-f4r  escapes  from ^  Bogland.  cat 
SeotlaiiU  fhtoi  Ireiandj  ^h<Ef  st^tut^  directed;  th^ 
expences'of*  siii^h- removals  td  be  paM  to  thei*per-' 
fkm  deift^rng  - ifee '  ^ame ,  by  >  the-  toea§UTcr  of  r ithtf 
Ct>UTlty,  iti  wh^ib'the  Grita«hb*b€eii  Gommittodi  It 
^ve  pioWei- teitafcfebai^ln^the  plie^i  wh?re  the  jietaon 
lihcmld  'be  ajipri*}eti4ecJ>  as  between : :  couhty  an d 
<!ounty,  ttit  •  riot  at  betiveeft  Great  Britaiti  and  Irc- 
Ijind:  The-tehsdii  fe  ofrsuous :  tlie  aots  of  Cteo;  11^ 
wiriich  intFoduced*  the  i-egulation  between  county 
arid  coulityj  went  to  aflfect  all  pers(kis> ;  nOt  only 
^UHty  br  capital;  crifn^^  but>  6f  misdemeanours 
and  other  bailable*  ofl^^ces.  Whereas .  the  1  ijthi  of 
his  present  Majesty,'  which  eK^emled'  the  tegilla- 
tion  from  dSngland  to  StMlawd,  >^h*Te  different 
laws  amJ  separate  legal  jurisdictibh^  ^bxi^ted^  con- 
fined it  properly  to  capithl  oftimfers,-  whom  it  v^rjf 
significantly  denomiaa^d  jft/d«^  ^nd^  other  male^ 
Jxictor'^,  Ih  such.  ft?rm  pads^d  silently  througli 
FariiAm^ht'tiialb  ndtorioos  act  ?  atKPbemgi  vuholy  un* 
notice^  by  the  press*,-  \thJdii  Was  at^the  dieVotibn  of 
®oyeniment>  It^  Ali^il^  from*  the  keenest  eye .  of 
^4utiny  its'  iedge^  poiiiti^ml-  ^^ei^bm^  tiUiits.  \^ 
M^iid^A  victim  vi^sprepd^ed  ibr^tlietovtuis^  Howi^ 
fv^er- theoretically  doubtful,  whether  the  atrockm^ 
>everity<  of  X\\\%  iiVsidtousi  act  urere  designed  to 
ofi^^wer  the  ceudot  of  \h^  Irish  Govenimeal;i 
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were  quickV  *«**  ext^isivdy  brtiugftt  Id  b^  tipm ' 
iHfe  lekrned  Ju%e.  '  ' 

Scaifcef^-^itf  prbsterlt^  believe,  that  aW  diet  so  sum,,, 
s^lutat^  ili  \ti  iftteirt,  ,rf6'  cbvioai  i*  Us  ip\tit,  s&^S!^ih» 
sirxlpfe  itt  its-  wcJfftK%  should' baVebietf  d6rtuWtf***«'o«»- 
iiito  ail  eb'^tie  of^'sucfi  iiicottsisteoCy,  oppttisioit^ 
ititF  hijuStic'e;    Ncr  sooiiei'  w4s  it  fcuoWn,  thatt  it- 
Wak  tiflt'  wish  of  Gb\^feriiitteftt '  rtiat  J.  Jofctasod 
dibufd  bd'tnfea  ih  EngfenHTof  tV'Uftfel,  '^'Wbh  he^ 
had 'be-ett  f6xtt\t\  gulltjr  of  publfefririg'  in  Westml-' 
ilistei','  oti  Ifhfe-  5th  of'  Novtettibe^  1 805,  thafi  aft  the' 
advocates  for    the  prosecution    antl'tliosej   wht^ 
iridve<f    lilid^i^  ttiftristerfei'  iYifliieiiice;  btttadty  and 
auMtisliTngly  gtiV6;  the  foH^ 
thfe^6t.      th^t  it'eSttftided  ncii  dnPjf  to  ca^ifal^ 
Cfhhes,  bittbeT^erJr  sul>bf diiiate  offinde/ cdm priz-* 
i%*  a'ticjfer  tfte"  word^  itiahfactttt  effefy 'eVH  doet 
ind^finitbfy:    tfiat   th6?  te^bval^    of  aii   offend*!- 
ffom*6n6  jurTscBcitron  itito  anfotWei*  was^ '  ndt  becesA 
sary'td'bnhghith- within  thfe  stlit\it<  eitftieV  liefere 
or  affer  fhe  Wlrra'nt  grdrit^d  :  that  the'  act  afftcted 
pfejrsbns  corffmlttiii'^'^  do*fStrudtiV6*  olfeftdes  Withiti 
jufMiVtions;  in*  Whidi'  they'nevfeV  Wtrfe;  a^riiucH 
as  if 'th^y;hai[l  'ttiere^cdrtiitiMedtfi^^  offence,  aftid 
thbltice  esfcapfed '  iiltd  •atiotfter  jiirii^dibtlbn' :    that  it 
precl'ucT^d^  the  p^fso'd  chafg<?d  flioni  bail  iri  all  bstiF- 
able  cases,  in  defianfcd  of  the  Aflpiim  co/^^act': 
that  if  specially  applied^  t6  caSe^d  of  Kb^l  a^ihiit 
persons  entrustifed  with  the'power^  of  GbVt^i^iittierit 
and  the  offices  of  state':  that  to  prodtire'  an  iiidbrse- 
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iWPjt,  wit  y4P:A^t4iftcefi(5apy;to  &\v^^r,jl^.  yij^.o^igin^l.- 
WArrftnt;,  iW;ii^^  l>nng,  a,  person  >iii;ideE,,t^^^ 
tion  of  the    act,  it  was  not    requi^itej.  tha,i.;tbe. 
,  oflfenqg  ^.9*^i^ [l^^y^  been  committed  sincp . tJh/5  .diiy 

.  i;  lu  r  >  operated;  cetrospeiatiyely,  and  ij^de-Sqjtely  ppQ^, ..  aU^ 
'  ojffenpes  cgmmitted  at. any  period  hpw^ypr  remote: 
be%e;thee3^4^'tence^Qf  thestatute:  thafthe  person 
txansnii tied; under:  the  act  to.  take, his irial  before, a,, 
foreign  ^  tritjunal^liad  no  con>|pi^lsory  .ra^i^s  qrf 
bringinif  Q\xr  .witnesi^es  in  his  defenjCQ^^  and}  that 
fiarone  single  olSfence  he  niiglit  be  tbiioe  tried  and, 

f.:]^j"*'    .^o  sooo^'  ^ad  the  rGraiuJ'  Jury  of  Middlesex. 

>ji)hiison  ^ound  the  bill  against  Mr,,  J.  Johnstpn,.;  than  ppOP. 
the- certificate,  of  th^  Clerk  x)f  the  tCrwn  Office 
Lord  Ellenlforough  issyed  liis  wa^^faOjt.j  to ,  jljilr*^ 
Williams  his  tipstaff  to  take  the  bo.tly  of  Mr..  Jf,- 
Jolinstop,  and  bring  him.  before  a, Magistrate  iri; 
^England,,  f9r.the,purpQse  pf  giving  bail  to  appear 
and  t^ke  .bis  trial  at  Westminster.  The  vvj^rrant 
was  indorsed  by  Mr,  Ball  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
tliprCounty  of.  Dublin,  and  Mr.  J.  Johnson  was 
arrested  in  his  own  JiQuse  at  Milltown.  On  that 
(evening  a  writ;Of  Aa/^ea^  ,c/?rpw  was  sued  out 
returnable  immediately  before  the  hovd  Chief  Jus- 
.tice,  whp  ordered  th^  parties  to  attend  him  at  bis 
hopse  in  Dublin,  and  the  return  to  be  made  the 
next  day  at  noon.  The  Chief  Justice  was  at- 
tended  on  the  occa^ipn  by  seven  Judges,  and  the 
matter  was. argued  for  several  hours:    the  result 
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was*  that'6f<hfeeigM'Jua^spresertt  tfitie  were  !«»• 
for  discliargirfg,  and  three  for  '  remanding  ^hrin: 
and  two  tleiilned^  giving  their  bpihtons.  Tlience 
file  rasitter  Avd!^  iadj6umed  into  theCourt  of  King's 
Behdh,atid^ argued  before  thiw*  of  the  Judges^ 
two  bf^^lfom^  wfere  for  remanding  hinr,  knd'Mr; 
Jftdgc  Da^  wiJi*f6T}fxi  disicftdrg*?  Then  a  newwrtt 
of  habtair  corjii^i*' was '^issued  i^turnahfe  Into  abe 
Court 'bf  Exchequer,  •  whefe  th«  ^iju^rtioti  W* 
ai^ued  bdb/e  a  ftiU-Court'-for  S^daj^s-iAtidessively. 
The -BiVons  delivered  their'bj^iiikjliiisifuatifn  and  at 
great  length/;  Mt/Baron  ^SdtMif  alotife  Wfes  for  his 
discharge.' •  He. was  -acCiirrdfi^fy'Tetoafnded  :  tfnd 
forced  'W  y'idd  tb  lh«  ojipi-esiVfe' coMtrueticto^df 
thit' statute:'  tJiidet 9th6'^irafe'd6mpcllled  to  Witli- 
draxf'the  tinaltSCtlie  question  frbfm  aii  Irish  iJO  ft 
forei^'i^ibu^^^^^  fl'om  a  Jikrf  of  «ife  Vifeinage  tb 
riife^itiliabrt^hts  of  a'  forfcign  -coi^^^     l^ubraiiit  of 

did  aot  take  hW  ^at  W  t^e  Beucb:  .  r  ■'  t  ,  *  ' 

t  Never  was stmore  le^m^d  and  con^lu^iv^e  argumeot  delivered 
than  that  of  Baron  Smith.  Mr.  Curran's  speech  in  the.  £x;che- 
quer  ha^s  been  happily  prei6rved.  It  U  k  tQ6del  of  the  closest 
reasoDlDg  up^  ^^usd' tionktit%ti6iihi  kiti  legaVdbciriim^'iM^idi^ 
-^ith'  TOk  ^xilbeiranioe : ;ofii^ii||| i Bgm^  : !aad'  cMssi^al.  §}ogft«P9- 
Mr.  Baroo  Smith  made  this  honorahle.  mention  >9r  it,  in  his 
argoovent. 
**  warmth* 


't 


whi'ch 


••  g»^  idditwhaliattwUitheSlnjKiBianiet'tewKyer  tia^ 
••.pf.th«,prwwit:wbiflct^  ,  A  :»p^ech^.  Jwh^i^  ^}|\9se,;v;<ju)d  ^be" 
"  worwethii  bad  critics,,  wlip.  could  niis;;alLe  for  m^re   brjUiant 
*'  declumation."  .fir  .       ^  .^ 
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'  ^   Wd,  rufti<if(;^f jijfi4,of  t^je  ji,^tp  <pf  ;the  .cpWR^j,  wh^ 
. ,tb/e ip^rged  ,?xiR)?!  w^a*  (if [at.ailj.arigjnally  fin4 

Pfttorp*.  pi:9sp«pttt^> .and.  a^.jhe,yAtij^$^^.,op  l?ot^ 

Qfiwjjsli  ^.i^g^p.  c^^rg^d  to  bp.  li^^lqy^,  'B^^ 
;^p?W?^i^  ito  *i?hoi9 ,>e, ,wa$ .^^iVifered  oy^r.iy^fc^ 
.<)^p^.fe^.9i;  inajBpn<5e,.;apfl  dWffled  o^,;t^;B.ritisJb 
fi^)\i?W  ,«f  fi^fSftft^ilJjbejcty,  icl^rpt  fl0tj»r%  the 
<fh%rge  ,b)9f9ii?.!8nj  jT-i;^^  J\iry,  ^y  Mrhom,ajU  %  &p.t? 

4f|>be,ac|;,,;i»i4;;e^vj<H»slyp«rj9rte^,  applied  to  ^ 
4>€«pans„,w^  fej)r.;»vitbf|R>Ming.fB9pi  t^e  jprisdic- 
.tio%  ^fl^jsf  wlrtJcb.  t^W' Qflfwcp  w^jeiCfun^Uted. 
jd(eeH«?d»,  tp  r^a[j[/?r  ^hgooiselvies  apienable  tQJjJstjce, 
then,  escape  was  of  the  essence,  and  formed  an  in- 
^isbeiisable  4n^^Fedi<est  inthecbnupositio&of  every 
case  within  the  statute.  Mr.  J.  Johnson  was  station- 
ary aii4  courting   triaj/ ^here  (if  at  all)  he  had 

cbacged*  0nl5^  witli  h<a^in^  c^niinitled:'  a  coastnic- 

tive'riiisdemeanouh         ■       '    •        ' '  --:  ' 
4.  Johnson'*!    As  .sQpii   a,s  a  rcport  of  (pe  judgment  of  the 
^fo^'^bf  \CouTt  of  E;ccheq       epuW,^i7kq  in'I^nclop,  ^1^. 

ofComttioris  to  tli«t  wry  extraordinapydeliennf- 
nation/  which  he  said,   he  did '  rri  coh^c^ulfnce  of 

s 

the  great  agitation,  which  it  had  created  in  Ireland^ 


.-^V 


and.^fiibf  federal  li^Hnglfin^  jyiFish  of4h€  gwtjei  J^ 

tid  :Witb  rhim'j;  wOu^  h^S^  ^ani4^Dfd  that  r^udi^T 
pcaidewce  i5>i5 j}j!d[gto€lWj>  ajwl  j^  tilM»se,  spu^  piiocu 
p)e$'^4aiw  toll  nw0<>ti,*^  tviii^lvth^'hfid  ji?yer  bce^ 

dtfiy-tolciffi  tbe  aiQ)»!ti9$  €if  tha  :^(>use  to«  the  pro-^ 
^i|G^b  of  .)the  act/ip  qi3^e^ti«i,-  whac^  so  flagrapfly 
called /for:  iaobetidm^t^  if  l^y  aoj^  *  con$truQtioi|i  it 
cmUI  be  torituc^d  intit)^  ,3uch  injustice.  I^e  ob^ 
lef»^,  tbftt  .^Uch:  COQSlrMjtitMW  ^lad  l^er^  put  upoi\^ 
It  by  the  opiiliQ^  jof  t)¥Q  Judges  agaiost  one,  Hf 
thwldbi^.ftltfitbift  <t\ity;^  mahe^  ?l>^ific  nio- 

ti*i<  ;Qiit;tl>is;hfea4  h&tkk^  nql  thought;,,  that  the 
MRendtaienti^  woukt  Jia3^.<^nie  better   fmm  tfaf 

^Kar^fJni ,  jn  which  tliie,  act  bad  originated.. . ,  Jls; 
trufifted;  ,(hehiO||OFa,^le.*a'nd  l^^rned  antbor  of  t|^e  .act 
^Mr,  P^ytjeval)  .WQM}d.f«iW:frt9h  .aiBen4inenLtai  s^ 
wQuld)  be  best  wlcul^ited  to  .preserve  the  spint^f 
ibe  .^act.  eftd  at  the  rsamo  tinve  to  renoQve-evqry 
tbio^'th^t  itiwild.giye  i^iseto  «uQh  fnjust  con* 
stci«etio:n« }  Tbe  AUtorney  G:eft€ral  adi»itted,5  tba^ 
the  act^requijed  to  be  amended  ifi  ^a)ie  ipstanq^^ 
biit  w>%  itir 'thbae  alluded,  to  by  Mr.  j^it^exald :  fojr 
be  iksdw.  <)f  no  anie'ndniet>ts  rendiered  necessary  by 
tb^  j^TQce^diJig*  in  the  court  of  law.  Npr  ought 
any  thipg  Jic>,be  tlien  dope^  which  <:ouJd  preji^ic^ 
the  dtscil^sispn.of  the  cas^  before  the  cpurts  by  f 
p^rliamEetttarjr  decJ^ratian  of  the  s^ose  of  the  Hous^ 
upon  the  c(*istr4iction  of  the  act.  When  however 
Mr.  J^itisgiblald  urged  ^the  revolting  injustice  of  »ot 
taking  bail  in  the  place,  where  the  arrest  was  made 
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x^^l^l^^for  appearabteJ^Vileffe'tlie  cififence  had  %i^nc(im^ 
i*itted,  Mh  ^pceval  refluctantly  admitted^  tliat  ihte 
iftcoh venieney^liad  licv^r '  been  w  hh  coitteiAplkK 
tiott.  -I  Ttfe  aef,%Wcli>  wdsr  cMlcfift  hU,  was^  neaSrly  a 
tr&ttiscript  ^»the  Istb  6f  tl^/King,  an4  the^feot 
had  never  been  noticed,  tiHth^  iocdurrence  thc0 

alluded  to'  discovered  ^k  4n  bMh.   >Sudh  hoKvcver 

'  .  .     •      .  ... 

was  the  thmistertal '  tenacity  iev«ni to  avto^^ediwrof 
ind'  itvjustie^,  tMt*  lilbugh^th^y '^fwittted,!>lh€y 
woiiW  not  correct  tW'ievil^  wl^ifet  k  ^waB  ietffi^ 
Jiable^  iThey  eonfstt4*^*to'^a  bill  i>^in^  ititrodoced 
tot  compelling  \titn6&s^trf  attend  *fi  England.  '/^  ^t 
Judge  John-  '  'AfterVira/di^Mi'i-Jifi^icie  4Johti8on4s  his  lasii  resort 
SX'iiT'petitioiiVeTfe  House'bf  Lordi  ittd^iwai'heiwd  by 
Ctounscl^  agamst  sufeh^'<!?feiise*bf^  the  feiU^  •^he  cotf^ 
^Hved  most  utijdst- anil  6pprfe»sive;  prayit]g,t/hat  his 
case-'might  n^t  beafffecte*'by  a*^^  pmfacto^  faw^ 
\rhith'wasti0fcih  txiitente  at  tfe^  timiof  the  alleged 
oflfifttrie;^ '^'Hi^Cod^d^siftfHg^ty'^  the  eryiiig 

rWjlrstiefe  y>f  |*infehitfg*  a  nian  wriAer  a^re^rc^pectivd 
Mh^i  pasifkl  I'S^'mottthE  after  thie  alteg^4  ^  offettc* 
h^lF  bieenct^mmittfedir^Ut^yadvepted'tb  the^act-af*^ 
fty^llng  nd'pbwer  of  cdmpelliiigthe  attendaMe^bf 
tt'Jtii^sses  from  Irel^<id,^  *a«d  argited^far  the  de* 
(6(^iicy  and  common- justice- of 'trying  the 'teaiirted 
Judgfe  before  an  Irish  court' and  Jury  ^iU  a  ct)«lnt*yi 
'4i^Heri  'his  pc^rson,-  charad^r  artri  '■  corid'ncPj '  ^«if ti<?l<i 
larly  as  conn^cred'with  the^bbji^eUJo^^ihe  iiKlixjt- 
inenl>  wete  better  ktiiiwn/'thatt  t-h^5^  possibly:  c<bakf 
he  in  England.  '  tout  Cliandc^lor'  EldoVi'  iitood 
zealously   torwaid  -  to  oppd^^'  the  *  petition  •  •oit'  tlic 
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learned  J  tidier,  who  hIdlbeeR  d^argjddrwith  the  ^J^ 
inexpiable  offence  of  having  censured  the  system 
6rg6\'erhing  Ii-eland.  ^  .  His  donscieiiGe  ^uminoiied 
.liiih  to  resist  ¥hcf  pray  er '  0^"  fhe  petfti6n*>  NdEhing 
was  dleat^r  ift-lawy  th«n  that>  )f  a  man '. pttblishedb 
libel  at  YbAfafBkl  ih  l^ddbn,;be*wms^igw{ty^0f  t»!9 
distinct  efTetwresf, '^rtd  dottid  be  taied  *  foii  either  tof 
theih  m-  one  coumy^ov  tfeeoJh^r^  /His,'!^ 
said;- ^ that  4t  was- aUe*  dpt j^i  o^  aB  the  King-*  sub- 
jects upon  i-feceivlrtg  tli^etJCingfs  samiaxms:  to^jUi^W. 
dny^of  kfe  •  t^oahrti  of  laM'  j-he  did  .hot  <iteiii  |g*Unce 
at  t^^  reRi^l  '6f^  fettil,* '  whdre  the  arreisC^fasiiMclc^ 
or  the  unconstitutional  hardship  of  transporting  a 
rfan  to'tkkt  hrs-trrrffrdmt!?»''hdme'to^a  stttiflge 
country.  After  a  copious,' harangiiis'  tipon*  We 
eajnestn^s&,  of  hi^.ovvri  wishi^s  to  do  ample  justice 
to  t^ecounjtry  and  t^  thieviafliviclLiai,  {and  one 
coutd  not  be'ii^ithoHt  theotJieiO^heolgected  to  do 
any  thing/ 'that^'irWdM'rtteirrupt  the '^^  which 
the  penjdino:  trial  \Va$  then  in!.^'''He  thought  it  ho\v- 
ever  reasppabl?  y^aft^d  the  party  .the  conipulsory 
means  of  bfii^liig  over  v^itR^^es  on  his.behaU^ 
and  thrs  was -ejected -%  JttetieWbiilL:.  Upon  his 
Lordship's  motion,  ther /ffemsfe  -fiegitived  sonrc 
clausies  proposed  by  the  I^arrjof  Westhieath,  wlilch 
had  h^ihdvsiwn  up;jfQ,re;medj)'  *t|),e  evik  .complained 
of ifcyrii^^ learoedipetftioner.  ...ThuSjW^s ^u.iaipro 
vidient  ahd-  urijufei  fiftafto<te>Tefl€Xiedly»niade  ti>&en- 
gine  of  carryiti'g  ^i^dn)^'ofStdtiy  ^  \rlYat  the  pro- 
secutors and  their  maiiaoeis'Tea!^^^  leave  as  a 
matter  q/Jaw  to, a,  tribunal  of  Imh  ^udic^tij^i;c^  ,tp 
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1805.    whirih  ail  htms  iacU^  «f  ^  <«ise  wete  Mcto  -well 
4:oown  *^  •   ; 
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t^rcomJ''      Girat  paio^  wew  )tekj*l  by  iGo>^crBmellt^4;a  ca:- 

jDousre-    :tol  itb«^  steadinca$^   iho^^r^VQH   aji^  liberality  qf 

State  pri-    tmd  Hardwkko^  ^C^ybrhBient.     Y^  , the  ^-pubhp 

^dkl  ilot/itdaM^lyiaiOcsrtiqt({l>rjthe  fr^ 

liis  fit*MD  Setretsraes.     He  baid  >  ^o.t  befn  rfo^r  !]^!eas;s 

<in  Irelaid^ :  vdhen:  the  n^ikiiMtiQn^  of:Mi;.  Vaaisit^snt 

s 

^6  succeed  Sir  Evam  Nepteao^^^ni^^^^  4^e  fifth;  ap- 
fx^mtntetit  to^tbat  i'aiporliittt  and  lucrative  situation 
s'mee iiis>£xceHebcy'd.  :arri;v!dl  in  DMrblip  i>A  the  St^ 
4)f  May  1801  rfk    ElcjuaHy i  difljftujt-  waa  it.to  briiig 
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.   *  Olv,  the  ^  q9tb  <inr  Net^b«r  '  i  QQa,  .  Mtt  JE- '  Jphn«oa. .  was 
.fc»Mid;g<^Uv  i;)  a);riai  atcBar  before  the  four  Judges  of  the  King's 
Bepch  at  Westmir^&ter.     The  onfly  point  made  at  the*  friaf  was, 
whether  tlie'  manuscript  were  tlie  hand-Writirf^'  of  J.'  iFohhsbii. 
iPour  p^rsQlis  tioidih^  ^i{toti6iift-in  p4iblk.defMf()iif«iits»  m  Irtelaod, 
<^v«Dte;tbaJt3thfey  bebehr^  lU^li^be  bi^  )^M^^wri4^iig:  fiveg^a- 
:^1^in{&l^  swiire, t^, caiytrar y .     The  leai'tied  .Judge  was  put  to  a  ne* 
ce^^ary,  *  eijcp^nce  of  several   thousand  pounds  iii  the  matter. 
Pending  this  bill  in  the  Commons,  Mr.'  Varisittairt  lilovWlvir 
a  copy  of  the  correspondence  bdtWeeti  thd  Lord  LieoteiiiJit  4f 
Ireland  ahct  th^' Judg^  reUiiVe  to  Cite  euM  fnf  [MK  ^rvdge  Jobs- 
son  :  a^tolierabiiBipirollf^ti^jiit  wsts  tr^a^d  more  as^  a'  matter  of 
jStii*|5^.poiltoy,iji|iaiiff  eoB/»tiltftioaai.law.    ;  .  .  .  ;  , 

f 'Aj)  anonyiQOu?  w|rit^r  pfublished  in  1 808,  A  Sketch  of  the  State 
of  Ireland  past  ajidprt^serft,  in  which  he  thus  notices  Ibis  rapfd'strb- 
ctssion  ftlrirish  Chiet S^cretiafies  oi^  MihiileVs.  **  A  qiilicke^^L 
▼ffmmeiH/'ihttt  swallows  in  hsliiotaa^tUittSiewiery:  !teii|«r^  .jit 
refortn.;:  Jafi5eT>D ]^<ev^  we  bPfte  bad  /our  .Chief  G«v,eiti}Ops, 
.and^qightChi/ef  Seci^arie^,.pj^difiere^it  principles  and  pai-^ies, 
each  9p4*og  ,the  abortive  system  of  his  predecessor  by  ia  sjr^- 
tem  as  aburtive."  More  trtily  would  he  have  said,  that  "ihcy 
i^errsuccesSi  vigty  &lpf>^intfed  tor  de%*iseii^W' projects  i^r  dksgi^hg 
and  perpetuating  one  coiunion  system  of  oppression  and  division. 


4t 

I 
ft 

It 

tl 


Jdmmhtratkm  qf-E:  ffa^dwkke  untlisr  Mr.  Pitt.  75 

withrn  any  system  (if  m^traVidn  of  fiberatity  iht  ^^*®*- 
tmprcccdenfcd  fiuflferfngs  awrt-  hardships  of  the  indir 
vidoals,  who  wei«  apprehended  in  1863,  and  con* 
fined  under  the  susp^asioh  of  the  habeas  corpusdicti 
and  their  ccmfineu>ent  aggravated  by  the  most  iiv^ 
warrantable  and  barbarous  treatment  Lord  Henry 
Petty  moved,  that  tliere  should  be  laid  before  the 
House  of  Commons  copies  of  the  depositions  of 
the  State  prisonefs  con  fitted  in  Kilmainhani^  Goat, 
as  given  on  oath  before  three  Judges  of  the  Couii 

The  author  of  that  pamphle^j^sumes  the  qcrernt  origmolity  «f 
a€ii(&{ieTceptifoi3y  inc»mptleU»  iteflcbinn,  axid  aiabiguOUH  concia* 
ai^iy)*.  f|c)  ai{i;<^;l|k^  p%^lri|>t,_and,  Ijib^h  hU  ctscmtry.  In  pr^- 
daimiog  himself  unbiassed,  he  betrays  prejudice^  bigotry^  and 
fear:  owning^  that  in  L-eland  impartiality  seldo?n  ihinht,  and 
neva-  writts,  anticipating  his  own  fate  of  being  heard  by  few  and 
ofiending  raany,  he  asserts,  this'  my  sittiation/ifii' inevitable  fate 
o/cotentporaiy  tritthl'  ''If  the  pamphleteer  possessed  that  respect- 
ability, which  his  talents  and  attainments  entitle  him  to,  the^job- 
lication  of  his  name  would  have  sanctioned  atl  the  ti^tiths,  and  re- 
pressed inost  of  the  falsehoods,  Which  superabdund  in  his  puMi- 
cation.  'No liberal  man  would  dare  t6  affix  an  untainted  rtame  lo 
the  following  coarse, '  petulant,  and  unfounded  abuse  of  honour* 
able,  wise,  and  virtiious  personages  (49}.  •*'This  Emmett  and 
''  M'Nevin,  liberal,  sagacio us,  a nd'well-vrt formed;  have  admitted, 
though  Keogh^  Newport,  and  Pamelt,  furiotfs,  shattow;  and 
higotted,  deny'il.*^*  Irt  i»0i),  appeared  a* pamphlet,  entiiuled, 
•^'^  A- Defence  b/lretahd,  Ht  a'  tefbtation ' of  national  calumnies, 
particularly  of  a'  Hbelidiis  publication,  purporting  to  git^e 
sl^eiches  of  4re1and  past  and  pr^sent^  with  reflections  on  the 
"  jtmqr  Pafr/ir,  aqd  its  natural  offspring  3.  hatiofint  spirit',  by 
'*  Erigena,  &c.^'  The  purport  of  the  titl^  is' made  good  by  the 
author.  Brigena  Writes  with  the  steady  perspicuity  of  the  phi- 
losopher, the  erudition  and  el.egdDce  pf  the  scholar ^  atid  the  u'li- 
affected  ardot  oT  the  patriot. 
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^-  ^  <rf?  Kipg!&^i^li(in;I^^l^d9f  ififho:S%t  there  fprthat 
porpog6;6».  the. i  i;6th;  and  17th  of  Jiily  J 8Q4 i ,  aud 

prft;of  State  •tc^.thie)J^r4  (Lieutenant,  ffior  afid.^br 
wquentfto  tbe/.^aid' dates.  ..  ^Iiv. 4^^^^^  Fitzgerald. 
©n  anothel"  o<>c^ion,  jnoved  fQr  an  accc^n^  of 
aU  pier^Qns,  ifii j»)FJs0.ne4  in;  Irela4Kl  *  for  treasqnabte 
charges,  tQgethefi;  \vi»th  the  caiis^  of  tjieii;  ariests, 
fheir>  ipeans  of  subsistence  whi^t  in  pii^ni,  and 
how  and  N^hen  such  of  rijein ,  as*  )iad^  been,  Jiber^- 
ted  were  discharged.  Difficulties  were  made  by  the 
jMinister  against  specify ijjg/ the  §r.ounds  of  cqupi- 
mittnent,  Jest  it  .sUquld*  iead  jtpr!a.di^covverytof  the 
(fhianhete*;  throitgh  which 'G<3fvert^rB^ftt  obtained 

>  fc  *  •  • 

,,   .*  Thi3   was  ;thei  pl^a»,,uppn   ]^hlch  jGoyernment  QonstaiUly 

rested  jhe  iu&tice  of  th^  ^liffer<ent  iad^qtmly  bUia.  *  |t  is  ootorious^ 

J^y^  Jft,  r^^m^^rous;  .jc^es  .lyf  3,tate,  prison^r^^havingl^jien  confined 

^)^ry^ar^rt,ff?,V^r|g|^  p^  information  ^db^ejam^^^^      M  :?jpP?f*^ 

tberer<ui:e.«,tkat  indeninities  wcjre  more  anxiopsly  (tailed  foi'>  to 

.^i:pj;fcut  enq.iiu;i^s^  whetbe/  any  ar>d  wbat.  nersons  bad  been  con- 

^i^jg^^d  v^ii^out  cbiarges.or  iixfornxations  against  tbem^  tbanto  pre- 

ii.^iiV.fliscoyeripsi  Qf  tbe  channels^  through  r/hiph  Government 

plpl^jine^  tlii^.infoi;matio,9,.by  which  they  affected  tp  begui4ea  ia 

\,tl^f ir  discreltion..    ,Tbe  i^Lig<i|ai|t  imbeciU.i.t^^j,.  of^tordlHa^d wicjce?* 

<Ap,Yer/JjpftQt|is,iivJeUbiy..x^c.ordedrjjn  f)|e  pr^fusHm  c^f  jnnopent 

A'ijclims  tbey  s.5^crific«5d  ^^o  ^.oyfir^pr  ^f^^xi^  for^^hi^ilr  own  iippjxjyi- 

,,dfnce  and  neglect. ;n  July  .1603.     ,J[t,^at.oniy  appeared  mevi« 

.dence  on  tbe  trials  of  the  State  prisonfers  at  that  period,,  but.  Was 

,^xpre3s!y  4idmUt^d  by  Lord  Ca^tlei;eagh'in  the  Haus£  of  Qom. 

moiis  in^  (Jiscusslpg  the  ^l^j^pjefu I. events  of.ihat.sea^n,  thajt  not 

<jne  hundred  nieu  bad. ffiven  into  tbe  rebellious  projects' of  the 

Smlojitu^iate  e^nthusias^  ^immeti^  and^  yet  above  2000  persons 

weriMnobt  rigorously  punished,  who,  ir  either  dispqsed^or  pro- 
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Mr»  Easter;  hav4»^,H>rptigh.^  forward/ tW  Irisll  ./^^ 
Budget,  in  orcl^r  t^  .provide  for  tlie  part  ot;  the  ir«h  b«m|- 
suppiiesfor  theyeaf  tpbe.jaised  byloan  io  Irelaiul^raM^ar- 
seyeraldebiJtestaiid  conversations  took  place  in  ihb^"^ 
House  of  Comaious  upon. .Irish  taxation.  Id  one 
of  them  Mr.  Janies  Fitzgerald  urged  the  propriety 
of  adjusting)  the  joint  account  between  England 
and  Ireland,  ia  which  thoUgh  Commissioners  had 
been  appointed  for  the  purpose  in  the  last  ^jafl^pref. 
ceding  .sessfpn  of  Parliamjentj  no  prpgi:ess  what- 
ever had  been  made.  Trusting  that;  the  Cha^nc^lr 
lor  of  the  Irish  (lxche<iU|Br.{ Mr.. Foster)  .woukl;atr 
tend  seriousty  to  that  necessary  s.i|bjf?qt|  ha  moved 
for  the  production  of  several.  I  lepers,;  viz.;  ap  ac- 
count of  all  payments^  ftji:  the^^civilJidli^f  .IreUnfd 
from .  January  1,  180JI,,  di^iiigjiishing  tiie^.clajssi^s, 
and  s^pectfying  the  say'uigs.or  2  additions  on  each 
classi.  with  the  cau^S;  thereof:  :$tf  4ccownt  of  411 
dutie3  outstandieigiQU.boftdt  or  other  vtij>e  in  Ire^ 
laqdj:  apt  account  of  :ftU  i>dw.taxe*f,feidM  Iceland 
fiiace  Janoary  lj.,lfll9:l>  ajij^  thq  prodince:  of  each 
pp  to  Jamiary,18Q5  :  ran,  accoqjit  of  the  $rpQk  14 
hand  inlj-elaipd.^  4uJy;JQ,  JSjQ^^of  jea$,,  wia^; 
««g»r,  j«k^\)i,  .Vi^.\^Y>mrt\Vi^^^  th* 

i^nio^nt  of? jtl^  addiit^^l  duty;  i|i$o  ai^apcount  of 
the  c^crea^^eof'^jl  4u^es<in' Ii;elai)d  sin<:e  Januai^ 
1, .  ISPl.  :ilQ  also  ^)ro,u§;h^  in  , a  bill  of  much,  uti- 
lity t»  . fhe  couji^iiy ,  fox  ..asc^rjainiog  the  riglit  oi 
CQHimou.  mil|:el»)id.  ,  Several ;  financial  bills  were 

Toked  to  rebellion^  had  oir  that  occasion  at  l^ast  the  merit  gf 
haviog  resisted  the  temptation  to  act  against  their  allegiance. 
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^^^  bM)«gIvt  iJn,  wbkJh"  afte^i^rds  |>tti5$^d  itft^iaiv^ :  viz. 
and  Adt  for  jCO«i»rtnwfig:  and  aimehdkvg^  ^eN^eraV  A<iW 
ibr  regiiilatittg  arrrf  securiiig'tliiji  eoHcictio*  of  ;tht* 
;  dulie$ioii[>  s^ijituda«.iiqu($]r^  dl^4Il6d^  kV&eMtieV  ah^ 
warehousing  sutrh  dptrit^>  fbr  e»fpCfifiai\6v)^:  a^  ^^ 
like  Act^  wiitlfc  referieujoe:  t4>«  bfh^r  *litk»s  »€^ii*^fire-^ 
Ibcaiitiiy  dwdlliirgvliouseSTy  coslchcfs,  ^h^-c^Sk^r*  car-' 
mge«,  iMaJe«  senta«tsp,.h<^ii*^i  and  d^g^if  attlitfejfr^ 
ad  40 'papers  pJaih '»tttt  pHttHcd  ©r' srt:a?i*i^<:  .aft  '^AH 
ftr'4jhargi>iig^dUtonaiidwrit*sf^ft  S^rils^h'i^l  *#ftl«y 
a'fui^tlliep' Act  fefJb#«l^b'(?(?)Sec ting' and  setiirt'tig'iftfcJ 
rei^eavife  cff  ;CJu^t/Mi>^  ^aWi'E^eise;-  itml  f^r '  f>i-e^il^ 
ittgf«*^Ud6.|}ieWitv.    :Wk4V'alI-t4ls<-Iegfel!4*i*v^  baiii 

«i  the  le^^tnie'  M^oirid^  s^iii^  iftipo$sfbl^,  iht  micm 
partic^laPi^ly  soj'  asiil^'Wte^tDate^^dibJ^Mi^.  iFcW^erJ 
wlio>  v&Kied  Wrii6<*lf  ifor  Wsi  f><ie-ettrtiiettt  fetio^ledg§ 
bf^tbt  amm^^'Uit  a^id  &^U< iciV^r^ste o?  his  cotiw^ 
ipyi     Xl^r.  Fk4»^tald  fl^^ltiife^^ct ill  iniatiV 'htsta^ii^ed 
^  faifhJTuli  vigifetf^cf '  fo  <tb<§  i#tdi^tiiti  itite^^ts  of >  hi^ 
country :  a  n^eril  mt  fre^u€fa*fyioWse*t^M«  iii^thir 
Ipisfc  Mewbers;     Me^^ve  nbtl^^iii'  nbe  IMi^J 
tteat  dfter  the  BasWr  letreft*  be^  mtiead^di  Id  mov^ 
fop  an-  accoanr i5>f  tke^^rridtiey  tais^ ^by.  Grand  Jttvy 
presetttfn^ntfe  in'ffrelMd^  fo^tbe^  la^Uhl^e  yea¥ji; 
J^m6ve  ihi^ttarib  siibjec^t  o^f  r^gWatidn  cdold  »^ 
^pi^^s*-rt)€  atteiitien*  of  the  Legi&laWre.  *  I-ift^  tlife 
(H^ivpse  of  the  twb;kise  yw^,  abdvc^a  m*lfHotti^^^ 
Hug'  had'^been-Iwietl  fopthfe  repai^Foi^rMdf^lti^  thw. 
Country*. 

^  There  is  not  so  crying  a  scHirceof  abuse  and  jobbing  in  all 
It  el  a  11(3  as  tbe  systetii  of  Graad  Jury  preseatments^  and  theuter^ 
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Mf:  Pitt,   notwithstaindiin^'liis  fieofiiuiig  iv&ub^  w!!l> 
^(!ef  'in  PairHoment,  fousd  hi^xiself  neiz;essiiatbd dun  Recruumg 

from  the 

■••',■>•  »    •'  Irish  MHs- 

jnl  tnaaagflEn^tt  x)^  co w)ty  ppUf ^. '  It  .is  ^ii|l  too .  jpfeill  ^o«ni  ia-'*** 
that.-coiuntry;,  that  thei  sirppiolntraeot  of  the  Sberiff:;,  Grand  Jurie9« 
wofi.  all  subaltern  pr9vincial  officers  is  coxninitted  to  the  influeDCQ. 
of  the  ministerial  Meml}ers  of  Parliament.  It  thuk  becoihes  aa 
inexbaostible  source  of  abusetl  |>atronage :  pfesintments  are  fre^ 
qtieatl3^  mnk  jobs^.  la .  many  instances  large>  smos  of  molicyl 
faauBttibeen  isicoiT^d  by  ;op|uleQt  lai^lords  "of  fr^oU  voters^  aoil 
t^ie  rotads.  hat e  remained  iim>as9^ble»  and  the  accounts  unsealed. 
The;  sum^  leviedfalliiot  upon  the  owners  but  the  occupiers  of 
^e  soil : , which  wlien  once  assessed-  upon  the  different  denomi- 
nations of  the  land^  if  not  paidfeb  the  day^-arerenforced-ina  i^eryi 
bayalier  imantiey  by  thh  \a^  coastkble,.  who  fi^eaertril^  brihgi^ 
with  .fain  ^  4^taqhine|U  of  theran^^ra^d  sweeps  thedefai^k^rar 
^rip) of  all  their  cattle*..  This  app^^joato  be  aprj^eipal  occo^ 
pation  of  t|ie  a^rmy  in  country  quarters.  They  call  it,  driving 
for  the  public  money.  Would-  lo  God,  that  the  appropriation  of 
the  money  v^ereas  proiApH  iaithftil,'  and  use^l  to  the  public,  aa; 
tfaeJeFy  is  quick,  costly,  anid  oppres»ine  torthetonanits.  t  When^ 
eTjerihe.  Jadgesof^a^i2e,<f^ra  a  settle  of  pablic.  duty,  resist' aay, 
!f!|pjrojper  oonduct  of  the  Gr^od  Jury,  they  are  sure  to  embroil 
themselTes  in  serious  di(rei:enceB.  Such  was  the  ca^e  of  Judge 
fox  a)id  Lord  AbeircOrne. 

f  Nothing  jewriet  down  Mr.Pitt  so  much  -in  his-  own  eyW 
is  his  inability  to  carry  his  friend  and  colleague  Lord  Melville 
through  thii  impeacHinenl;  of;  the  Commons  for  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors.  The  House  divided  in. equal  numbers,  2)6upot^' 
the.  |>revio««  question  put  by  Mr,  Pitt  to  get  rid'  of  Mt*  Whit- 
bread^s  resolutions,  when  Mr*  Abbott  the  Speaker  gate  the  castu 
ing  vote  against  the  i Minister.  Mr.  Pitt  expressed  in  Hveljrt 
tcrnw,  the  keen  mortMicatio^  he  suffcfred  in  communicating  to  thei 
Hbnse  of  Commons '  bis;  Msjeafty 's  aoceplance  of'  Lord  MelvilleV 
resignation  of;  the  oflic^  of  TFint  Lord  of  fhse  Admiralty,  and  the 
erasure  of  his  -n^me  ft^^nn  the- list  of- Privy  CounselkM-sf.  Mr. 
Canmng,  .Treasurer  of  the  Nary,  was  also  driven  by  the  sense- 
of  the  House  ofCojaimOQS  tO' dismiss  Mr.  Tnotter,  who  had  bwdiy 
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1805-     isesbrt  to  irielanri  iajHo  indirect  mantter. for  regcipt- 
ing'the  array,  notwithstanding  hiai  new  pl^cjged. re- 
sistance to  the  admission  of  Roman  Catholics  to 
serve  in  the  ainfiy  and  navy  out  of  IrHand.     He; 
brbughtin  a.  bill  to  allow  a  certain  portion  of  th^* 
Militia  of  Irelaiicl   to  enlist,  into   the  army,   ord-*^ 
naili(;€i>  and  marines.     No  :r^duction.  was  however 
to>.take  place  in. the. Militia.     .Thellu^^hers^alli)W§d. 
to  vokibteer  \wfe^  two-Bfth-s  of  the  whofe  Militia 
thetiori  foot  J  ;'ivHlofi  was  fheti  to  be  filled  up  to  itta' 
orio'inal  comprement  by  ballot  witli  all  possible  dls- 
patch,  ;as  lie  .wished  Uie.defe:ftsive.-foKe;ot  I.remnd, 
B0t  tb.biB. diminished  ;  und  the  facility  .of.  raising, 
meto  for  the  iMrfitia  wit<j^inuch  greater  ifilreland^-. 
than  in  Etiglanci.  '  'Sir 'Jbhn  Newpoft,  ^ver  alive  t^ 
the  interests  of  his  comitry,  objected  to  the  rtea- 
4ure,  i)ecause  it  would  expose  Ireland  to  the., at-, 
tack  of  tbc  enemy  fay  taking  away  the  nienj  al- 
ready disciplined,   and  leaving  its  defence  to^raw^ 
recruits*^  Several  observations  were  made  by  Eng-| 
lish  Members,  upon  the  mode  of  recruiting,  for. 
the  Militia  in  Ireland,  which  up  to  tliat  period  had . 

Le#d  MelvUle^s  confidential  Secretary  and  Agent.fromthjQ  office 
of  Paymasier  of  the  Navy , 

♦  Oa  this  Dccasioa  General  Tarletonr  ob5«rved/frop  his  expe*/ 
cence- ijCk  the  service,  thai  no  man  were  ao  quick  at  learning  miii*-' 
tary  <)i>qiplii)e  a&  Irbh  recruits,  Several  experienced  officers 
have  acknowledged  to  the  author,  that  the  Trish  soldiers  are  more; 
athtetip,  ,and  undergo  hardships  with  much  more  alacrity  and; 
sutfer  less  from  tlunii  thati  the  English.  Their  impjetuof^ity  and. 
pfowess  are  notorious..  Hence. a  lamentable-  aggravation  of  tb«fc. 
Li^policy  of  excluding,  them  from  the  regular  ^ervipej  and  re*; 
cruitmg  them  only  by  stealth  oi*  decej^tion.      ...... 


Admifdstratum  tf  E.  HMdwkkt  under  Mr.  Pitt.         .  8 1 

iiot  been:  by^baflot  iii  the  respective  couniies ;.  but  ^J^^ 
Militia  men  were  raised,  wherever  the  recruiting 
Serjeatits  coiitd  find  them. 

Several  preparatory  steps  were  taken  by  both  PetjtSons 
sides  in  contejnplation  of  the  decision  of  the  great St^'ic  * 
question. upon  Catholic  Emancipation,  which  stood  ^**^*'**'"' 
for  early  days  in  May  in  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment.    Petitions  against  it  were  presented  from 
the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  from 
the  cities  of  London  ^nd  Dublin,  the  county  of 
Fermanftgh,   and   other  corporations  and    public 
bodies.     In  order  to  hstve  the  advantage  of  the 
briHiant  talents  of  Mr.  Grattan  in  the  discussion 
of  the   Catholic  question.    Lord   Fitzwilliam  in- 
duced the  Honorable  C  L.  Dundas  to  vacate  bis 
seat  for  the  borough  of  ^Malton,  and  Mr.  Grattan 
was  returned  for  it. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  Lord  Grenvilte  introduced  Lofdo^. 
the  Catholic  petition*    by  recommending  to  their doJ^^hT 

^  Catholic 

petition. 

*  As  the  general  argomenU  for  aad  against  the  merits  of  the 
Catholic  question  have  been  so  frequently  urged  ap4  defended 
OB  \»xt  public  oceasioQSy  and  are  familiar  to  aU,  who  interest 
ibemseWes  in  U»  .tbey*:wiU  not  h^re  be  even  referred  ta  Suffice 
it  to  observe^  that  every  invidious  and  efiete  objaction  to  the  Ca- 
iboWc  faitht  ^ectrines  and  morals  were  brought  into  the  contest 
by  the  iip|Huieiil»,  and  anticipated  or  ^swered  by  the  supporters 
of.  the  nieasvre.  Those  argumenu.  only  will  be  noticed,  which 
appear  to  be  new  and  illustrative  of  the  modern  history  and  sjrs- 
tematic  govei^imentof  Ireland.  Having  found  it  a  duty  t<>  give 
the  debate  on  this  question  more  in  detail,  than  any  other,  that 
has  taken  pJUce  since  the  Uuion,  as  that  which  most  iiuiniately 
involved  the  viul  iuterests  of  Ireland,  the  eud  propose^  migbt 


not  be  answered,  unless  the  p€*iiif»,v<^^  ^Y^;^*^,^^}hiVff^ 
adjfinfd.  .  /      »     . .  ^   . 

To  the  Right  Honourable  atnti  Honourable  ihfe^nights.  Citizens, 
alid  BargesW<>f  the  ,Viiked  Kingdom^ dr^i  Pritain  elilF  Ife- 
.  land,  in  Barltao^pt  (as9embi»l.  ■  "      ^ 

The  Mumble  Fetkion  tf^he  Raman  Cat^oHcs  of  Ireland ^  whose 
namts  dre  ket^nio  iiAscribed,  M  behalf  of  tkemseha  axi  qf 
oth&rs  his  Jlfiaje^tyi  .ft^Htft  fnqfmiPg  jH  >R9nmK  f^f^^Mic 
Religion.  .  »;.''.  ■( 

*S  SHCvrEiiEi-*T;h&it  .yblir  Dttifioaei's  iarb  tsleadfestl/  attaciled 

.  t«  tbe  Eeujion,  Fa^il j.,,  fmdj  Gj)vef  il|6ei||jofc  t^eif  Mos^  ,<pi4<^|^u6 
Sovereign ;.  that  thejr  ^a  impfeqsed  ,wHh.  ^entm^iUs  qit^e  «9^st 
ajSectionatc  gratitudje  for  the^r^n  jl^ws,  whicii  nave  been  en- 
acted for  mefiorating  tli^ii-  tdnrfit^h'  dUiitig  hi^  i^ytfertisfl  fei^n, 

.'  ftnd'that  they  contemplate^^^vv^il^tlfiliil^Adid^c^ed''^^ 
tjoft  the  admirable  principles  of  the  BriiiBh'CQn^titotuJQ.y ;  ' 

., ,  *'  You^  P^tBtioners 'I9c^t  b^bly*  sta^  ^^^ih^y^  \fs^  so- 
leinnly  and  publicly  taken  thq  o^hs  by  law  p^esoribe^  to  bis 

^Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects,  as  lests  of  political  and  mo* 
ral  pnncipleSj  and  they  confidently  appeal  to  the  su{!erings,  which 

:  tiiey  have  long  endared-,  and  ftic  sacrlfires'wtebh'tliey  «tftt  make* 
iiiher  than  v^c^kate  th'eit '<!6n(3eiMc^8,  fbjr^t^iik^  oaths '^••^  veli- 
^o«»'  Qr"8t)iriil«af  'iri^ott  coiitvary  to  'tbtfir  betitJf)  a*  decisive 
iproak  of  llieir  pitffoand  'Aiid  s<?i'u|>b?o'us''r&V»^ntee  for  the  »$LCrtd 

-sobligwtkmbfWoiatb.'    -  •  '^'     ''  '     " 

Y<«uf  Petitionferi'beg'  leave  to  represents  that  ^yAho^  awfbl 
t^sts  ithey  4»iid  thettrselVe?;  inf  the  prescfnce 'i6f  *Vhe  Ml  seeing 

•D^ity^  whom  all  dasses 'ofCftiri^aiVs  adore;  To  be  ^Uhlbl 
%iad  bear  true *•  stitegraoce  ^ to' Uleir  most  gracious '^dverfelgn 
liord  King  OEORQE  the  ^hird,  and  fahn  to  defend  to  the 
utmost' :  of  their  power  agabist  all  conspiracies  iftnd  attempts 
whatsoever,  that  shall'  be  made  -agaii>st  his  per^n^  crown,  or 
dignity ;  to  do  their  utmost  -  endeavours  to  disclose  and  make 
known  to  his  Majesty  and  his  heirs  all  treasons  and  traitorous 
cjonspiracies,  which  may  be  formed  against  hitn  or  theoi,.  and 


Administration  i>fB.  Har^owkt^unier  Mr.  Pitt.  $$ 

to  As^rge  that  Ai^,  isfhich^  the  Union  kuct  im^  J^^^i^ 

(aithfuliy  to  matntaih/  flopport  and  defends  to  Ibe  otmcMt  of  their' 
fSoWer»  the  succession  to  the  OroWo  in  \m  Majesty's  family  against 
any  person  or  persons  wh«»oever.'* ' 

^  That,  by  those  oaths,  they  renounce  and  abjove  obe«' 
diente  and  allegiance  iinto  any  other  {>ersen  cHfiming  or 
preCiendtttg  a  nght  to  the  Grown  of«  this  reftkn :  thtft  they 
reject  anv  detest,  as  onchristian  and  impions  to  belieipe,  that 
it  is  lawful  in  any  way  to  injure  any  person  or  persons  what-' 
soever  under  pretence  of  their  being  Heretics,  and  also  that 
uncfaristku)  and  impions  pnncip)<e,  -  that  no^  faith  is^  tie  be  kept' 
with'  Heretics;  that  it  is  no  article  of  their  feitih,  and  ihatt 
tkey  renounce,  rejecti»  and' abjure  the  optnion,  that  Pttnces,  t%^ 
communii:>ated'by 'the  (V^pe  and  <>ouncfI,  or  by  any  authority 
whaitioeter»>may  be  dep6sed  ermordelred  by  their  subjects,  or  by 
any  person' v^atsdef«¥;  that  they  do  not  believe,  that  th^  Pope 
of  Rome,  or'Wfiy  other  foreigfi  Princei  Preltfte,  Statie  or  Foten* 
tate,  hatb^  orooght  to  h^e^  any  temporal- or  ctvH  jurisdiction;* 
power«  Bopof iority  or  j^ro-eimneiiee  wvfhfn  'this  realm ;  %hi^  they 
firmly  'belieTe,  that  no  act,  in  isseirunjust,  ktoihotal,  or  wicfced> 
can  ever  be' justified' or  excused  by;  or  under  pretence  or  colour, 
that  it  was  done  for  the  good  6f  the  Church,  or  }H  obedience'  to- 
any  Ecclesiastical  Power  whatsoever :  and  it  is  not  an  Article  of 
the  C^tholiiis  Faith;  neither  are'  they^  th^Mby  required  t6  believe 
or  profess,  i|hat  the  Pope  is  inlallible,  or  that  they  ,are  bovAid  to' 
obey  ainy^  orders  (n  its- own  nataiie  Immepal,  though  the  Pope  or 
any  Ecctasiaelical' Power  should  isdue  er  direct  any  snch  drdi3r» 
bnt^ihatoa  the  cduirary  they  hold,  that  H  would  be^sinM  In  tbenv 
to  pay  any  re^pedf ofi^  obedierte^  tber^o;  that- they! do  not  bei 
lie ve,  thai  tey  sta  whatsoeif'er,  eoihmitted  bytliem,  can  be  IbN 
given' nt  the  tider^iwfll'  of  any  P<>pe;6r  of  any  Priest,  or  df  atiy 
person,  orper^ohs  whatsoever  ;l>^t  that  any  persdi^,  who  tectvres^ 
absoiutioK  with(M!tt  a  srArcefe  souldw  for  such  siW,  and  a  firm  and 
sincere  resofntiofl  to  avoid  future'  guilt,  and  tbatotie  tO/(^6d;  so  f^ 
from  obtaittingthifreby  artfy 'i^emi^ssion  df'his  stii,  incurs  the  addiv 
tional  guilt  <if  violating  a  sacrament  ;**  and  'by  the  k'ame  sdhfinn 
obligatibo,  ^' they  ai*e  bound,  and'firmiYy  phid^d  to  defeiid,  do 
the  utmost  of  their  power,  the  settlement  and  arrangement  of 
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posed  upoj»  them,  and.  to  providci^  fop^l^he  riealiaud; 

' » 

propeity  ip  j^li^ir  4!N>iHitry  as  ^stajj^li^v;^  ]9»y,the  laivs  now  in  be- . 
in^;  tbai  ti^^y  have  disi^laim^d*  di^ayos^^^  and  aol^i^nly  ab- 
jured any  intention  to  subvert  the  preset  Chur.ch  establishment, 
for  the.  purpose  of  substituting  a  Catholvc  xisUblishment.in  its 
stead  ;•*  andthat  they  have.also  soleiinnly.*w<>rn  "  that  they  will 
not^Cj^orcise  any^Nrivilege^  to  wbioh  »they  a^e  or  may  becone  ea-. 
tiMed>  to  disturb  or  weaken  jthe  Brcikestiintxeligioi|(,or  Pk^otestant 

Gpv-erninent  in  Ireland/'  

:  '•  Your  petitioners  most  humbly  beg  leave  to  shew,  that  hpw- 
e^rer  painful  it  is  to  their  feelings^  that  it  should  still  hie,  thofight. 
necessary  to  ^xaci  sudh  tests  from  tlv^m^  (and  from  them  aifne^of 
all  his  Majesty's  subjects)  they  can  with  p^ect  truth  affirm^. 
t^atThe  political  and  moral  principles*  whicliare  thereby  assert* 
ed,  are  not  only  conformab^  to  their  opiaions,  but  expressly  in- 
Hxulcatedvby  the  religion,  which  t^iey  .profess  :.anA  your  Petitionars 
most  humbly  trusty  tha^  the religipus  do^triiiei't  iw^iohfieanit s^uch 
tests  to  be  ta^eo^  will  be  prono^ni^ed  by  this  Hpno«urahhi  ^qase 
to  be  entitle^  l^  ^a  tolerMi^t  nolt  xnerc^y  partial  but  complete* 
tmder  the  happy  Constitution  and  .Government  of  this.Ktealni :.. 
and. his  Majesty's  Hooumi  Catholic,  sub^tSr. holding' those. p^^in-  . 
cipleSj  will  he  (considered,  as  ^abjj^cts,  lipoii  ->vho§e  fidelijty  the 
State  may  repos^  the  fiRmefit^i^Uaoce.  i   .    ,; 

^\  YoQr  Petitioi}€;r^  further  mos^^bumbly  §b^>  thati  2fi  year*  * 
ha  vie,  now  eUp^ed  since  their  .most  gcacious'  Soif  ecelgq  and  4i« . 
Hoaaurable  QousiiSrof  Parliaineat  in  Ifeland*  by*  their  puMic 
and  deliberate  act«  dciclared^  that«  **  from  the  uniform  peaceable 
behaviour  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland. for  a  long  series  of. 
years»  it  appeared  reasonable  and  expedient  to  relax  ih^  disabi«». 
lities  a^nd  inicapacities,  under  which  they  JalH>|K'ed^^.^  ihat  it. 
must  tend  not  only  to  the.  cultivation  s^id  improvement  .of  this 
kii\gdom>.  hilt  to  the  prosperily  and  str^ngtli  of  all  his  Majesty's 
dominions,  that  his.iyiajej3t.y's  sufa^^ts  of  all  denominations. shpuld, 
«njoy  the  blessings  of  a  .free  Constitution,  and  should  ht^  bound 
to  each  other  by  mutual  interest  and  mutual  ai&ction ;  a  decla* 
fjj^on  founded  upon  ^merrin^  principles  of  justice  and  sound 
policy*  firhicfa^tUt  ce.ma^.to  h^  carried  into  Ai)l  effect  (ahhough 
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CBftJntial  union  of  aU  the  ^inhabitants  of  Ireland  ^^ 

your  Pietition^rd  are  impress^  With  a  belief,  that  the  apprehen- 
sions, which  re^rded  its  beneficial  operation  previous  to  thci^ 
Uniori^  catirtot  ^^ist  in'  the  T'arUament  of  the  Dniteii  Kingdom). 

"  For  yonr  t^etitibher^  most  humbly  'shew,  that  by  virtue  of 
divers  staiiites  now  in  force,  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  sub- 
jects^ who  form  so  gteat  a  pfdportion  of  the  popniation  of  Ire.' 
land,  and  c'oi^tributef  so  largely  to  the  resowqes  of  the  State,  do* 
yet  labour  under'  many  iucapadties^  restraints  and  prtvationsi 
^hich  ^(kkl  th^m  with  peculiar  severity  in  almost  every  station* 
of  life ;  ihiat  mbre  especially  they  are  dentied  the  capacity  of 
sitting  or  voting  in/eit^r  of^tbe  Honourable  Hf^uses  df  Parlia- 
ment; the  manifold  evils  consequent  upon  whicH  incapacity 
they  trust  it  is  unnec^issaiy ^tb  mifold  idr  enumerate  to  '4his  Ho* 
nourable  Hbosev-  .    /  ^    ^• 

"  They  are  disahted'fromholiting  or  exercising  (unless  by  a 
jpe^iai  dtsfieBSatibri)  any  corpcfrafe- office  whatsoever  in  the  cities 
or  towiis  in  which  they  ^reside  ;'they  are  incapacitated  and  ili»- 
qualified  Croim  holding  or  ^xerci^^g'  thfe  offices  of  ^eriffs,  Sab«' 
ShenHs,  afnd  various  offices  bftrusc,  honour  ahd  emblement  in 
the  State,  in  Uis  Majesty's  militai^  andi^avat  service,  and  in  the 
administration  of  the  laws,  in -this  Ibeii*  native  land. 
^  '*  Your  Pelitioiters,  declmin^  to  enter  into  the  principal  detafl* 
of  the  many  incapacitien  and  incbnveniencies  avowedly  inflieted 
by  those  statutes  uponi  hi^'MajeMy's  Roman  Catholic  subjects, 
begfeavehwwevw,  most  earnestly  to  solicit  the  attention  of  this 
Honourable  lloa^^,  to  the  humiliating  and  ignominious  system  of 
exclUsibin,  repi%ach  and'su^icion,  which  those  stdtutes  generate 
and  keep  alive. 

"  For  y«nr  Pelntioriers'^hiost  humbly  shew,' ifhat  in'cbnse-^ 
quence'bf  (he  hostile  spirit^  thereby  sanctioned,  their  hopes  of  en- 
joying even  the  privileges,  which;  through  the  benignity  of  their 
most  giricious  Sovereigti,  th^y 'fiavebe^n  cafisfcitatcd  to  enjoy, 
are' tieaHyiiliogether  frustrated,  imsombch  that  they  are,  iii  ef- 
fect, shhf'-lkM!  iromi  ^dibst  all  the'honolira,  dignities,  a^id  offices 
of  li^tttit'^nd^emdlumtDl  in  the  State,  from  rank  ^d  distinction  in 
hia  Majesty^  akny '^ind  nfeivy,  &hd  even  from  the  lowest  situations 


■  ..y 


anjd  jFranchisep  }o,i^|b  several  qiUes  a.od  .porjpoi:dJt/^  towps  tjjjjjyugjix- 

intrr^ic^ipa  of  those  of  their  cooununipq  frQm.allmyjnicipal'S.^- 
tiqi^^  frojm'tbe  franchises,  of  all  Oailcls..a^«d  Corporations,  and 
from  the  p^ttronage  .and  be'pe^ts  aanexei)  to  thos^^  ^tuatiops^  k  a^a: 
€Tii  not  terjoupating  iajtself ;-  foi;  they,  beg  leav^  to,  )stkte,  that« 
hy  giving,  an i^va^tag^  over  tb€|S,e  of  theu:  cop^n[))}oiQn.t9„o^bers^ 
by  whoo^  suqh^si tuitions  are  exclusively  poseessedy  it  establishes 

a.specie3  of  upq^alifiedi monopoly^  nniyefsally  operating  in  their 
dtsfs^yer/  pop^rarjito  the  j^piri^,  and^igUy  detriiaeptal  to  the 

.  .'f :  Yo^r  Petitioners.  Ukiwwise'fte^verely  feel,, that  bis  Majesty's 
Boman  Catholtc  subjects,  in  consequence  of  their  exchtsion  iroim 
the  offices  of  Sh«rif&  and  $^ub.Sbi;rii&y  and  of  the  hostile  spirit 
qf .  tb^se  statute,  dq  not  fuj^jy  enjoy  <:ertaia  other  inestiniaMe  pri* 
vilegca  of  the  BritUb  Con^titutipn,.  vrhjch  tive  laiv  li^s  mpst  9ea« 

loQfify  maintaini^d  and  Bccgried  iko,tbei|»  fellmv;  sut^eqta^  .  ; 

*'i  Xpnii^JPetitipaers  Bu^^ihiwibly  beg.lea»ve  to. solicit  the  atten- 
tkaii^f  ^bis  Hctfioura^le  H^u^^  the  distvnctioo;  v^hich  b^s  con- 
ceded the  electi.ve>^and  denies  the  representatitefran<5b)S0^tO'Qde. 
aaid  the  sa^e  <:la88  of  his  M^sty's  subjectsi  iTfbiQb  4eVioiie9 
fi-OH^  prop^ty.  its,  proportion  of  political  power  m^fr^a  Constitu- 
eion«  whose  vitcd  p^-iocipie'  is  the  unjoii.  of  the  one^  with:  the  'Oldier  ; 
>yhlc()  closes  e-yery  avenue  of  le^ieed  .an^bition  agajmt  those^ 
■vvho  must  be  presumed  to  have  gr^s^t  credit  and  ioikence  among 
tj)e  :^ass  of, (be  population  of  the  CQuntiiy;  yrhicb.  refuses  tq 
Peers  of  the  realm  all  share  in  the  legislative  rf^pr^entajtioa,  ' 
eith^r^a^tual  or  virtual,  andrender:S.th|»  liberal ifrQfessioi^. of  the 
law  to  Boman.  Catholics  a  mere  pbj^^t  of  pecuniary  traffi/Cj  ^r 
9poiled,of  its.  hopes  and  of  its  bpn9u^^..  ' 

V  Ypur  Petitioners  further  most,  huipbly  shev»  that  the  exr 
elusion,  of  ao.^mer^Ms  and  ^fiicient  a  portion  of  his  Majesty's 
subject«  ,a8  tb»,  Kotpap  Catbphcs  >of  thi»  realm^  frpo) .civil  ho«» 
nours  ai^o^ic^  ^nd  from  ad4  ancesii^nt  i«  bis  li^jesty'^  #ni|y 
and.  navy,  actually  impairs,  ifi^a  very  material  degree^  the  most 
valuable  resources  of  the  British  Empire,  by  impeding  bis  Ma* 
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to  ddieiyditftttf  K)ii9  «iid  OoiiititHtkiBal  interests  of  J^^^ 

je^y.'s|(enefjU  aer.Y^(;cu.8tii^|pg^the  iQost  t^pppucaMe  incentives  to 
civil  and  mil^ry  in^srit^  anci  uouep^ssacily.restr^ting  the  exer« 
cise^of  fthatl^ghUpi^fogative^.of  tlje^  Crpwn,  which  encoufagct 
gi6|iid  mid^fBCta  tp^pTomot^  the.in^lic  welfare^,  and  c^^qitet  them  to 
meritc|tiai»  actioosA  by  ^  .^^U,  ^^%^^f^  4lif|tribution  of  public 
iioijiPjt^irs  aad  rewards,    .  , 

^  fYcuur  PetitiAQer^  bp^.  leave  mpst  buoibly.  to.  submit/ /that 
those  iw^ifoW  ip<;apfij:itij?^,  j^^^tsr  ^iif}  (>nvatioii8,  are  abso- 
lately  K^ugoant  \Q(  t^e  liberal  fl^pdcooiprebensive.  principles  re- 
cogaized  by  IhfMJCilf)^  gracioup  ^pyerei^  ^xiA  the  Parliapiexit  of 
Ireland;  that  they  are 'impolitic  xestra^nts  upon  his  Maiesty'i 
Royal  i^r/erogatitQj  thajL  they  ar<e  hurtful  and  vescatious  to  4i« 
fe^i;^  of  alpyi^^'^nid^nerQus  Jl^t^le)  and  that  the  total  abolU 
tiaA  rf  Unem  wiU  bip  found  not'ooly  compatible  witH.  but  highly 
QQjiivlueife  tcUr  tjbyf  pf rf<sct  securij^y  of  every  establishment,  reli- 
giojis*|jf.pgliticj^»j|jo^  existing  «  ;. 

"  ,F«»  ypw  Petiii^persjijaort.-p^Ucitly  d^^  th^t  the^  do 
iiptis^k  pr.ivhhi  ia  t^e  ri^motest  d^^fee  to  injiare  or  encroach^ 
upqQ  "  t^JRigJa^,,Pfi,vilepfiV  ^^aianiti^v  Pcps^sions,  or  Re- 
vtiivoa  apj|(j;t^^g;.^  tbo.BjrfiQps  and  Clepgy  of  the  Protestant 
^idigjiqa.^  by.l^  efttablisihedj  <>l  to  Ijhe  Churches  committed  to 
their  charge^  or  to  any  of  them  **  Thie  sole  object  of  your  Pe* 
titiooers^j^eiog.  ao  e()Ual,participation|  apon  egual  terms  with 
their  fellow yubjects,  of  the  full  benefits  of  the  British  Laws  and 
Constitution.  v.  r    ■'         I       :      • 

'*  Your  Petitlonftbiieg  ieaiTK^  most  humbly  to  obMrve,  that 
although  they  might  w^llaiid  jdstly  insist  upon  the  firm  add  un* 
abated  loyalty  of  •bit' l^tfjesty^l^oman  Catholic  subjects  to  thek 
inost  gracious  Sovereigti,  ^ihetir  (irofoond  respect  for  the.  Legisla* 
ture,  and  their  dutiful  submission  to  the  laws,  yet  they  moji 
especially  rest  their 'hvinble  clUimA,  and  expectations'  of  relitf 
upon  the  clear- and'manifestconducivenesspf  the  measure,  which 
they  solicit,  to  the  general  and  pefmanent  tranquillity,  strength/ 
and  happiness  oft^  BrkUh  Empire.  And  your  Petitioners,  en^ 
tertaining  no  dbubt  of  Ittt  final  accomplishment,  firom  its  evident 
justice  and  utility,  db  metst  solemnly  assure  this  Honotrrabl* 
Uouse^  that  theiv  t^fbest  solicitude  for  it^  ^t  this  peculiar  crisis 


had  a  population  of  from  three  to  five  millions  of 
fellow  subjects  to jG^isf^tiSi  for,  who  proffea^id  ^dfia 

were  firml/ittitaejiie^  to  the  Roman  CatbolJ9  .,xf  lir 
gion,  and  wlio  thefefore^for  every  .^rfose  o£  .G0^ 
vernment  aUd  tegiiiktfimv  were  to  be^^matM  2ft'lto^ 
man  Catholics  ^saeli'a^'l^ey  had  been 'bfdtigfift' tip 
and  chose  to  remain),  ITo  obviate  t|ie  argiiirieqi 
for  the  necessity  of  all  ttie  high  of^ce^.j^yil  ^^ 
military  being 'CHJoyedi^y  those,  who  pr^eastfd.ibe 
religion  of  the»tfatfe,h!fi'kistanced'  tKkt'WTtMhf'Mi 
own  time  he  hi&]  seen  tt|e  principal  ^^ctfs  bf .  ttj^ 
law  filled  by  hien,  wlio  liad  been  ediurated  ujl.'fl^ 
Presbyterian  rehgioi^f^ifords  Mansfield;ai«^>iU]|ii$^ 
lyn/  Lord  C.  Bairxm  Mac  Donald,  avd  Sir  WiHRdii 
Grant)  and  heciiuld^ff  like  manner  enumerate  p^r- 
sons  of  the  fiMVes1:'dl'it^nction  in 'ih6  army  and 
navy,  who  jdid  riot  profess  the  religio^^,  c^.t^^ 
State.  Dissenter($  iMqire.  not  excluded  fr^Nfuflarfdia^ 
ment.  The  ScoCltfh  Peefi  and  Members^ 'ai^nivriy 
others  xv^ere  not  of  thelj^tablished  religidfi*/'  fLing 
said  his  Lordi^iipi  hkd'he  sought  that  6i^[>blrtu- 
nity  of  bringing  "fbrward  such  a  petitiph;.  and 
finding,  that  the  jCftthojics  began  to  grow  in^^r 
tient,  when  nQtWio^/had'  been  done  towatdM  re^tcm* 
ing  that  pledg\ei^'mbi(ih^had  been  Jormeriif  ghifA 
them,  be  thoilght*?t  expedient  to  'brfttg;FdfW*^d 
the  measure  at  b'iicp :'  arid  he  thought  that  sj^a'^bti 
■"  t>f  all  otfiers  the-mpst  favourable  for  introaacing.1t. 
He  m6ved  that  the.|[lxpfuse  should  resolve  Ats^^ltf  initp 

•  King  WiHItfttiWii  a  strict  Presbytei^. 
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a  Cwn'ftiJttecf  trf  the  Whole  H'^ufce  to  tatte  the  pfeti-  \jJJV 

arrfei^iiiecl  Ii6rd'  G^ti ville  for  tauiM^Mog  infto  :aU  that 
^pfldue  hedit  iml  intdiivpefHiioe^  whichtft^haki  set 
out  vAx\i  dfedtitkniiig;  In  te})ly,  *  the  noble  Seere? 
ta^y  of  St^te  wd^  directly  ichar^d  with,  bi^mg 
giHlty  df  td^  gtv)«§e&t  ttitftV^prete»tAtibtt ;  ^nd  ail 
appeil-was  ih^e  t6  th*  H^^m,  wfe«ther  Lord 

^<$f  tUi  iitflamifiaidrf  M^irt,  W^Ai  «^hiaih  be  had 
hitii  dw%cA.  'He  had  spt^feiv  oF tid  tritimph,  but 
that  <Jf  l^aftbh,  whldh  VoWd  uUimatdy  pnevail; 
'i^keoifr,  SaM  Lt^rd  jGi^nVitfe^  tlk  chains  ofVdi- 
gittiA  thrddcttn;-  and'3*>»;\v1Jldir^lly  fiad,  that  ih 
att^ki^lVlewJ  ybu^^aiiYsahjefets,  tirid  in  tvet^ 
s<Ji2iW  •vlt^  ^  gfeJn  fri^flds/ 

2k*Hrf'ff^ii^5:e**«ryopdDiy  arfrrti^         that  fto  tf-Lwi 
forts^'hfea  wait  ^pftrtd  by  hitt^^Wf  ahd  the  respect^  ^^ 
able  Nobleman,  who  was  in  the  Lieutenancy  .of 
Itelahd;  to|)r^(^nt  \\\t  ciutsKotf  ftotti  being  ^i-      -^ 
tatid  in  thti t  jdticture.    ' He  cbwiplained,  that  after 
dJI,  that  bad  been  dbhe,  tx)  point  htrt  to  the  peti^ 
HbiiBft' the'  Vigbrt  Fme  of^  theil-  duty,   they  had 
Ihddgbt  ffrcyper'  to  coiritnit  rfieif  interests  to  a  party 
avb^etfly  hostile  to  his  i^fkjesty'i   Governinent. 
nyefcoiiMy,  said  the  lioble  Sedfet^ry,  as  to  all 
s^iitfibl^ts.  all  yfews,  all  feelingTshad  of  that  great 
qnfelrtiofii,  ihd  Wse  ftf  that  tyoltntt^'and  of  the  re- 
fleeting  patfbf  the  w6rld'af6  decidedly  against  it. 
Hfe  warned  'their  Lorc^shtps  not  £t(  lodgVpoKtkal 
pdt^^r  in  the  hand's  df  tlie;Utlw6Hhy :    and    re- 
tnititltd  tlicitt,  tha;t  frorti  tHc  time  of  the  Roraaa 


n  \theRt^gn.  of  Gfhrg^  III .  .    .   ./ ;  \ 

i«©5.  Catiioliics  liaving  been  e>iclpded  from  ?v^ry:  p^lti*. 
lege^  to.  tiie.  peiioid  o£» Jtenewiijig  eo^essk^&.i.to 
tbcim^  akhough  two  serious  rebelUoiis,  had  raged  jia 

Great  BrilSb)  Iveland  was  uniformly iUs^quiU  ^^ 
it  i^dsi  only  aiiice  tHd  conq^ssiona  madb  td  tl>e'  Ca*- 
t|K>)i«^  that  rebelUon  had  dgain  .begun  to  &bew 
her  head, in  Ireland^  He  wariiUy.  urged  thcjii^pbs- 
i^ibility;of  maintaioing  tb^jgtortous  fabric  of  pur. 
CoMtitution  in  CburcJ:!  an4  Sltate  without  a  Pro- 
tesitaiit  Kingj,lPiptestant:  Co^^UorSj-  Pfotestailk 
parliament^  ;  Protestai^.(  Jcwjge^i:  and ;  PfoleataQt 
Qorporation^,  lie  hc^^iily  dptKXj^dthe.HicHion^ 
puke  of       :jjiif  Mmal  JIig/in€A9  (h.  Duki  of^jCptntk^^land^ 

Cumber-  •  •      .1  £l     ^   -      ^  .  •         i.- 

bod.  was.ftnxio^^.iioi.jtbe;.very  first/ ijjatani^p  to  give  ais 
decided  0)>pQpitioa  to  the  qfioti(>n  be^c^r^  t}ie;  Hou^^ 
and  to  urge  every  resistances  in  his  ppwer  tffa  Qiea** 
.sure  subversive,  of  alt  the  principles, ,  wl|ich  plat;:ed 
the  House  of  Brjiaswick  upon  the  throne  of  the^ 
realms,  ^      .  .•  '  • 

FarispcB-  Earl  SpencjerobstryGdy  t|)at  Lord.Grenville  had 
in  an  irresistible  manner  anticipated  all  he  had  to 
'  ntigfi  tbr.  tk?  motion^  By  fqrmer  rela^tipns  thpy 
}>ad  v^usely  enabled  th9  Roma^  Catholic3:|o  f^btajn 
property,  ajid,  .encouraged  thein  to  qultiy^te  edur 
cat^n,  a^d -^o  cherishithe^anguine  hope,', that ^li^e 
same  loyalty  and  good  deptjanour,  which ih/ijd.!?i^ 
tainecL fqi?  thejin  jpa^tJndulgencies,,  would  jspecdilv 
procure  tpr  tbeo^  all  .that  rema^ipejcl  to.  plac^ .  thl^nif 
on  a  lev^lwith  their  countrymen  ap^-feUovy;  si^ 
jects.  The  refusal  to  i;emoye  the  remaining  re? 
&trictionsca3t.Mpon  them  a^  foul  stigm^,  .H,avinff 
.   granted  to  the  great  mass  of  the  lower  oifd^rs  ot' 
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tfaeCatholic. Irish  *the:  elective  francbize,  and  att^^f^\, 
the  privileges  and  immunities  apprdpriate  to  their 
situation^  it.  beeame  madness  to  refuse  to  tlie  Ca- 
tholic Peer  and  Gentleman,  whose  vt^k,  educa-  ^ 
tion  and  property  attach  them  to  the  Constitution 
and  Covermneiiit^  and  entitle  them  to  tlieir  Lord-- 
«btps  confidence,  the  pi?ivileges  and  immunities^ 
which  belong  to  their  more  exalted  and  important; 
^ank  IP  the  <:ommunity. 

4f0t(d  Sidhnoufh  was  astonished  to  find  the  noble  ykoMH 
Baro^|  who  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  yeai 
1790,  by  resisting  the  Dissenter's  petition  for  re- 
pealing the  test  act,  and  since  that  by  combating 
doctrines,  which  led  to  all  the  calami  ties,  under  • 
which  a  great  portion  of  tlie  people  was  actually 
suffei^ng,  and  he  feared  long  would  sufter,  now 
taking  $0  opppsite.a  course,  thatwduicl  intixKluce 
all  the  innovating  principles,  against  wliii:li  he  had 
formerly  made  sq  noble  and  successful  a  staad« 
There  was  no  instance  of  Catholics  and:  Protest 
tai^s  dividing  politioal  ipdiwer^without  infinite  mis* 
chief  to  tlie  coi^try:  witoess  thfe  unfortunate 
James  II.  wbo  W^^  :^t  :on<ce  the  patiou  and  victipi 
of  the  project.  He  said,  Lord  Clareiulon  attri**- 
buted  the  Irish  rebjeJlUop,of  1641  to  die  admiyiou 
of  Catholics  intp  Corporations,  and.  lie  painted 
with  all.thavstrength  of  his  imagination  the  pro^ 
spective.h^i'ors  ;af  apopular  elcctioa,::wlierevera 
Catholic  .shoiild  propose  ;  himself  the  t:andidate 
against  a  Protestajit*  The  rjpsl  of  his  Lordship's 
speecli,  wluch  \yas  long  and  warm,  contained  jip 
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lord  Mill, 
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Dovfltyr   H^  kmcuted,  that  so  much  of  Hie  -IW** 
pery  code  iiad;bMn  repealfla. '. .:.::.' 

l(iird  M^i^mffdiprefesasd  himsdf  fr^^  to  dte^ 
petitiiuiy  but  would  iviit2  voDdk for  lilac;' motion,  ^bch' 
cause  be  apprehended,  that  it  Dvroi4.ki;t)ot  ;be> carried 
io' either Uou)^  of  Parliament :  a^dr itepetitionevs: 
had  ttpgedf  forward  the  qupstioh  p^cipitateiy  nud 
intemp^ately.        *  :  ^  i     :  :.  ..'  /;    .    . 

Lord  Holland  entered  largely  into  a  rtf^itafciott 
of  tljeobjbctlans  paired  by  -Lofrci'  SidnKmth  and 
Lord  BaWkesbury;  » it  wsts -ueeltw  to^-fiay  any- 
thing of. thnes  pn-'sea»ns: 'to t^tho^e*,  who^  avawed, 
that  at  any  time  and  always  theit  bbjectioufi  Ko  %he 
principle  w^e  unj^armountable*  '-  The  noble  Secre^ 
tary-s  elaborate  distinction  between,  civil; alights  and 
polirtrcal  power  was  nugatory  :  political  po;^^  was 
tlte  only  security  for  ciyil  rigbcs.  U^  iv^as  aCa  los9 
t^  account  for  Lord  Mulgrave's  ;(\t^btiony  especs^ 
i^Uy  astbcsame  Eight  Hon.  Oen>llen)any  ^whoonce 
r^tji^  irom  otfice^exf^essiyy  becM«e  he  coul^  tiot 
car:ey  the  Catholic  4g^ue$liqn  in  a  C€%tam  exaPled 
gttafter,  and  declared  h^ndve^' would  return  toof- 
fijGe  until  he  coald,  w^as  then  again  in  power.  If 
the  present ^nionoent  of-  war-and difficulty  rendered 
the  ^tne  unseasonable  for  thferneasiire,  ihe  moihetit, 
io  wi)ich  that  Right  Hon.  Gelitieman  so  quoted 
o^qe  in  l&QLwas  also  a-mdment  df  war^and  dan- 
ger. ;In  answer  to  an  ups\iFfnount^b)e  obstacle, 
which  was  urged  >against  the  .measure,  on  account 
of  the  growing  power  of  Napoleon  and  his  cop* 
jciection  with  the  See  of  Rome,  his  Loidship  read 
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a  {>afl9a9efmsi  Bishop.  Bttrnstts. histoid,  mwfaidi;  ^ 
4t  U  ^staled)  timt  the.  'policy*  of  King  .Williain  w^ 
always  "to> •  extend  toleration^:  and.  one  of  hi$ 
jShk)iigC8t  rdasoaS'foi^  hmentiiig  ttie  sevetiues^  te 
which  tlie  Cat))ohc&  were  subjfctetl,  w^  tlkat  tb<?y 
tended  fio  augment  the  "power  ot^  Louis  XIV.  thdn 
tlie  mast  ^weifal  pi^trh»  of  the-  Catholic*  qanoisei 
Bat  so  fyt  vreve4)\iv  Minister^  fcom  granting 'tofe^ 
ra^en,'  that  it  tvas^  their^policy  to  defeat  the  tolei- 
ratien^  which  the  law  allowed' of.  But  until  sMie 
'^hare  of  politteal  power  if  ere  added,  the  Catho- 
lics never  oould  tnaiulain  thd  concessions^  *which 
Jiadbeen  njade  t^  them,  nor  irji^e4!>iit  of  the  degra- 
dation, to  which  for  want  of  it  4:hey  had  been  let 
down.  That '  was  precisely  the  inoment  to  ooa- 
vince  the  €atboIics  of  Irelited,  that  they  could  &&>- 
pect  nothing  -  from  Catholic  powers  so  advanta- 
geous and  satisfactory,  as  the  4iheralf  ty  and  justice 
~6f  thcBrttisii  Legislature  could  bestow^ 

Lord' Camden  found  foil  reason   foT  j opposing  ^^^^^ 
the  motion  in  the  ground?,  upon  which  the ;  Irish  p^"^^*"**^^ 
Padiarment  had  negatived  the  questiop^  wbUst  l>e  Durham. 
had  the  honor  of  being  placed  at  the  h^d^of  the 
Irish  Government.     Ai9d  the  Bishop  «/"  HurAam 
Urged,  that  the  motion  could  not  be  aiccedecL  to 
withoutdanger'to  the  Church  and  Sut^i  It'  w<nild 
h^  a 'direct  surrender  of  the  security  of  th^i best 
Constitution  In  the  world  ;  which  he  trusited  wouI(l 
never  be  done  by  a  British  Parliament;       '     .        ^ 

Lord  Redesdale  vehemently  opposed  the  motion  *;  lo„i  j^^ 
assuming,  that  the  petition  went  to  claim  for  the  ***'*****^' 
Catholics  an  equal    participation   of  rights   aucl 
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il^ily  pbwfecs  in  ChurcJi  ^udi  State.    To  aceede  to  tbc 
-pra^^er  of  it,  woiild^  in  tact,  be  to  take  from  the 
(established   Hierarchy  of  Ireland  .  their  revenues, 
and  transfer  them  to  the  GathoJlb  Bishops:  nor 
w^ould  they  stop,  until  they  had  separated  Ireland 
from  Eoglaad.    .  He  insisted,  that  4II  the  Scots  and 
other  Dissenters,  who  held  places  under  Goverp- 
anent,  and  took  the  Sacrament*  according  to  the 
rites  of  the  established  Church,  thereby  becaipe 
literally  members  of,  it.     Why  should   Catholics 
then   be  admitted  to  places  and  refuse  the  test, 
which  all  Protestants  are  obliged  to  conform  to  ? 
The  Catholic  Clergy  were  a  most  dangerous  body 
^in  Ireland;    they  considered   the  Protestants   as 
usurpers  of  their  rights,  and  called  the  Archbishop 
of  Armagh  plain  Dr.  Stuart,  and  denied  him  and 
his  brethren  any  regular  succession  from  the  Apos- 
tles,    His  Lordship  strenuously  inveighed  against 
their  assumption  of  all  the  titles  aqd  dignities  cor- 
responding with  those  of  the  established  Church; 
and  particularly  of  the  power  of  excommunication, 
which,  coupled  with  their  further  powers  of  pen-  . 
ance  and  absolution^   gave   their  clergy  an   un- 
bounded influence  over   the  Laity.     The  Roinan 
/Catholic  Bishops  were,  said  his  Lordship,  a  body* 
WHO  tyrannized  over  the  re^t  of  the  Catholics,  dif^ 
fering  from  all  the  rest  of  Europe  •  nor  could  any 
.peace  be  kept  in  Ireland,  so  long  as  they  remained 
unabolished:  for  to  their  influence  was  owing  all 
the  misconduct  of  tlieir  flocks.     The  Catholics  of 

*  Several  acts  have  passed  sin tte  1747^  for  iademnifying  those 
jfvho  have  wi  confonneil  to  the  test. 
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£ngland  were,  according  to  his  Lordship'B  obscr-  ,J5^ 
vation^  the  best  behaved  in  their  respective  coun* 
ties ;  and  they  obtained  their  indulgencies  for  their 
good  behaviour.     The  Irish  boasted,  tliat  they  had 
acquired  thei*  object  by  energy  apd  pCTseverance, ' 
and  would  persist  in  their  pursuit  till  they  accom^ 
pii^ed  their  end.     If  the  Catholic  hierarchy  were 
abolished^  something  might  be  done  to  conciliate 
the  Catholic  body ;  and  to  the  generality  of  that 
Jbody,  he  was  confident^  tlie  abolition  of  the  hicr 
rarchy  would  be  extremely  grateful.  He  had  heard 
of  a  province,  where  tlie  inferior  clergy,  one  and 
all  deprecated  the  appointment  of  a  Bishop  amongst 
Ihem :  and  several  reputable  and  intelligent  Ca^ 
tholics  had  assured  his  ^Lordship,  tliey  would  be 
gkd  to  get  rid  of  their  Bishops.     Yet  one  thing 
was  certaio,    that  no  infomiation  couki  be  had 
frotai  individuals  of  tljeir  community,  so  long  as 
the  influence  of  their  Bishops  prevailed ;  for  they 
forbad  all  intercourse  with  Protestants :  and  a  re^- 
putable  person  had  told  his  Lordship,  that  be  had 
lately  been  forbidden  such  intercourse  under  pain 
of  excommunication.     Wales  had  given  quickly 
and  generally  into  the  Befprmation^  because  the 
Bible  and  Common  Prayer  were  translatec>  into 
Welsh.     In  Ireland  tlie  service  of  the  established 
Church  was  performed  in  English,  which  the  na^ 
tives  did  not  understand.     But,  from  the  nature^ 
of  their  education  they  were  well  accjuainred  with 
Latin,  in  which  the  service  of  their  Church  was 
always  celebrated.     Wishing  to  convert  as  many 
Irish  as  possible  to  the  united  Clvurclj,  he  reeom^. 
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1805.    niended   translations  of.  the  Bible  and  Common 
Prayer,  and  to  have  their  servide  and  sermons  ia 
the  Irish  language,  and  then  Ireland  would  soon 
conform,  as  Wales  had  done.    Out  of  2,40Q  pa- 
rishes in  Ireland^  not  more -than  600  had  resi- 
dences for  their  clergy,  and  not  one-third  of  them 
Imd  churches :  and  there  are  many  very  excellent 
and  productive  livings  without  a  church,  glebe- 
house,  or  single  Protestant ;  and  yet  those  livings 
were  very,  eagerly  sought  after  amongst  the  Pro- 
testant clergy^  as  sinecures.     In  many  such  dis- 
trict^ no  Protestant  but  a  man  of  fortune  and  in- 
fluence durst  take  up  his  abode :  and  if  a  Protes- 
tant day  labourer  should  venture  to  come  amongst 
them,  he  would  immediately  have  his  ears  cropt* 
Catholic  servants  were  all  in  a  combiqation  not  to 
liv^e  with  Protestant  seivants:  on  which  account 
,  tjot  even  the  poorer  orxlers>  iu  Dublin  could  get 
their  children  prenticed  out  in  service,  even  with 
Protestant  gentlemen;  who  were  therefore  obliged 
to  bring  them  up  to  handy-craft  trades-     He  again 
asserted,  that  as  long  as  the  Catholic  hierarchy 
remained  unabolished  in  Ireland^  the  Irish  Catho- 
lics never  would  be  amenable  to  the  laws.     Those 
men  always  did^  ^nd  always  would  resist  tlie  laws. 
From  them  the  Catholics  should  release  tliemselves : 
but  until  they  cease  to  he  slaves  to  that  body,  who 
made  them  so,  the  Catholics  were  unworthy  to 
participate  fully  with  Protestapts  the  privileges 
they  sought  by  their  petition** 

*  Such  was  the  speedh  of  Lord  Chancellor  Redesdale,  by 
whose  advice  and  councils  Lord  Viscount  Sidmoutb  congratulateil 
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The  Earl  of  Limerick  emulated  the  learned  ,^^^^ 
Chancellor  in  zealously  resistini;  the  motion.  'HeEariofu- 
admitted  indeed,  that  the  leaders  of  the  late  re* 
bellion  were  Protestants.  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor 
had  even  received  Deacon's  orders  in  the  presence 
of  the  nobfe  Earl's  father :  but  those  circumstances  ! 

were  not  sufficient  to  establish  with  him  the  inno- 
cent intentions  of  the  adherents  of  the  Romish 
faith.  Between  two  and  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  tUe  Chancellor  proposed  an  adjourn- 
iment,  which  was  resisted  by  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
but  at  length  acquiesced  in. 

On  the  IStli  of  May,  to  which  day  the  ^.ords  Eariof  Siif. 

had  adjourned,  ^rd  Suffolk  resumed  the  debate> 

by  answering  many  of  the  old  objections.      He 

urged,  that  the  whole  course  of  theii*  measures 

towards  the  Catholics  for  a  series  of  years  had 

been  only  preludes  to  their  final  and  complete 

emancipation.  If  not  then  granted,  /it  would  dis- 
appoint the  CathoUc  mind,  and  he  knew  little  of 

the  human  mind,  who  did  not  anticipate  the  most 

deprecable  consequences  from  the  refusal.  Though 

the  noble  Secretary  had  denied,  that  no  pkdge  in 

terms  had  been  holden  out  to  the  Catholics  at  the 

lUoion :  he  defied  him  or  any  one  else  to  deny, 

[that  a  strong  expectation  was  then  raised  by  Go«- 

ivernment,  and  universally  entertained  by  the  whole 
latholic  i)ody  upon  the  subject  of  their  emancipa* 
tion.    And  had  it  not  been  for  the  implicit  acqui*  . 

-  :'- 

■•  ■ . 

'e  nation,  the  LrUh  Govemraent  of  Lord   Hardwicke  was  di- 

:ted. 
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csccrtce  of  the  Iri»h  Catholics  upon  tfic  gvound  of 
such  an  understanding,  the  Union  c6uld  not  have 
been  carried.     What  boon  had  beea  granted  to    j 
them  sittce  the  Union  for  their  support  of  itY 
The!r  taxes  had  been  aggravated^  and  the  greatest     j 
part  of  the  army  destined  for~  their  defence  had     | 
been  sent  abroad.     He  hitteriy  lamented  and  de-     ! 
precated  the  language  of  Minia^tert,  that  emanci- 
pation w^t^er  should  be  granted  to  the  vCatholies.:     , 
and  in  answer  to  their  arguments,  <hat  any  ea-^    , 
crease  of  power  or  of  influence  allowed  to  them 
>vould  be  used  only  in  subversion  of  the  Protestant    ' 
religion,  he  instanced  the  Catholic  county  of  Gal- 
way,  which  had  lately  heen  in  the  most  tnmquil    , 
and  orderly  state,  which  a  very  considerable  pro-    i 
testant  laud  owner  of  tliat  county  attributed  solely    i 
to  the  judicious  appointment  <rf  several  Catholic 
gentlemen  tO/the  Magistracy. 
Bariof  Lord  Buckinghamshire^  like  all  other  opposers 

kaiDiUire.   of  the  motion,  spokemuchof  his  own  disposition, 
to  liberality  and  conciliation :  denied  that  any  sucU 
ptedge  for  emancipation  as  had  been  alluded  to^ 
was  or^fcould  have  been  given,  and  deemed  it  most 
inflammatory  to  allege,  that  the  Catholics  would 
he  sore  or  irritated  at  the  refusal  of  the  prayer  of 
their  petition^ 
Lord  Carle.     Ij^rd  CarlctoH  urgcdf  the  same  arguments.     He 
added,  that  the  spiritual  supremacy  of  theChurcU 
•   w^s  by  tlie  law  of  this  country  vested  in^  tJtie 
•  }  Ci-own*;  and  surely  it  was  a  piece  of  the  highest 

*  It  is  to  be  greatly  lamented,  that  so.  much  error  upoa  tliii 
irnportaat  topic  finds  couatexumce  from  the  authority  of  thosei 


-  / 


Administration  ofE.  Hardwicke  under  Mr.  Pitu         101 
contumacy  in  any  sect  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  to  ^Jf^ 

who  have  a  90Ft  of  right  to  deioand  submissloa:  to  thefr  dicta^ 
With  submissioin  to  that  learned  Lord«  and  all  oth«r  persons^ 
who  think  with  hiin»  tl)at  Catholics  admiHhe  same  sapi^emacy  in 
the  Ft^e,  which  Britiaii  subjects  allow  to  e^ist  in  the  King,  the 
author  in  Ibll  confidence*  of  speaking  coiistitotional  and  leg^l 
language  asaert^^  and  will  be  ready  at  any  time  to  proves  that 
no  particle  'of  that  spiritual  supremacy^  which  the  Catholic  holda 
necessarily  to  reside  in  the  supreme  Bishop  of  the  Christian 
Church,  is  vested  by  the  laws  of  the  land  written  00  unwritten 
m  the  King  or  first'execntive  Magistrate.  It  is  merely  pontifical 
not  rcgah  it  is  that  only,  which  the  SQund  Protestant  dlTine 
eallt  the  JPi^wer  qf^the  Ki^i,  and  cannot  fall  within  the  compe- 
tency of  the  civil  Magistrate.  Our  present  King  is  the  head  of 
the  ciyil  establ'ishment  of  the  Protestant  episcopalian  religion  in. 
England  and  Ireland,  as  Henry  the  Seventh  was  the  head  of  the. 
civil  establishment  of  the  Catholic  episcopalian  religion  in  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  before  the  Reformation  :  with  this  only  differ- 
ence, that  formerly  the  Pope  had  by  grant  of  the  nation  some, 
civil  benefits  allowed  to  him,  which  under  Henry  VIII.  were  by 
the  act  of  the  nation  revoked.  No  Monarch  ever  pretended,  or 
ever  was  allowed  to  have  in  him,  or  ta  exercise  the  power  of  the 
keys,  or  to  partake  of  the  pontifical  or  episcopal  order.  He 
consequently  cannot,  nor  ever  could  ordain  a  Priest,  administer 
the  word  of  God  or  the  Sacraments,  or  perform  any  pure  spirir 
tual  function  of  the  sacerdotal  or  episcopal  order.  lie  cannot 
therefore  confirm  a  Bishop,  or  institute  a  Clerk.  ll)at  being, 
the  act,  by  which  spiritual  Jurisdiction  is  conferred  :  it  can^iot, 
nor  ever  was  pretended  to  be  drawn  from  the  civil  -Magistrate. 
Order  and  jurisdiction  are  essentially  different :  they  are  both, 
necessary  for  Church  Government :  but  neither  can  be  drawn 
from  the  civil  Magistrate.  The  act  of  Henry  VIII.  which  rc{gu- 
lates  the  ordination  of  Priests  and  consecration  of  Bishops,  givps 
to  the  Crown  a  right  of  punishing  the  metropolitan  with  a  pre- 
munire  in  case  after  the  election  under  the  Congi  d'Elire  he  ne- 
glect or  refuse  to  consecrate  and  confirm  the  Bishop  elect ;  but 
it  enables  not  the  Crown  to  do  what  the  metropolitan  might  have 
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^^  deny  that  supremacy,  and  to  vest  the  controul  in  a 
foreign  potentate  ;  more  especially  one,  whom  all 
Europe  knew  to  be  under  the  immediate  influence 
of  our  common  enemy.  His  Lordship  also  as- 
cribed much  importance  to  certain*  maps  and  rolls, 
of  the  forfeited  estates,  which  he  said,  were  cir- 
culated and  halnded  down  from  generation  to  ge* 
Ji'eration  amongst  the  families  of  the  ancient  .pro- 
prietors, with  a  view  to  resumption.  If  Catholics 
Were  once  admissible  to  Parliament,  through  the 
influence  of  the  Priests,  all  the  64  Members  for 
Counties,  and  most  of  the  open  Boroughs  would 

done,  but  refused  or  neglected  to  do :  viz.  to  collate  tpiriiwdjuf 
fisdictiom  over  the  diocese  :  that  flowing  from  the /Kn(('er  qf  the  keys 
could  not  be  granted  by  the  civil  Magistrate.  Whereas  by  the 
same  act^  if  the  Dearv  and  Chapter  refuse  or  neglect  to  elect  a 
person  under  the  Conge  d'J^ire,  (which  is  a  civil  act)  the  King  is 
by  that  statute  enabled  by  letters  patent  to  appoint  the  person  to 
be  presented  to  the  metropolitan.  So  in  the  inferior  Clergy,  the 
Clerk  is  presented  by  the  patron,  to  be  instituted  by  his  Bishop, 
ivho  alone  can  confer  spiritual  jurisdiction  and  the' cure  of  souls 
over  any  pa»t  of  his  diocese »  The  only  diperence  between  th^ 
Catholic  and  Protestant  on  this  point  is  :  the  former  holds  it  ne- 
cessary to  derive  spiritual  jurisdiction  from  the  universal  Bishop, 
the  latter  from  a  metropolitan. 

•  The  late  Charles  O'Connor  of  Ballynagare,  made  a  general 
•ketch  of  a  map  of  the  ancient  divisions  of  Ireland  before  the 
days  of  Elizabeth^  and  speci6ed  the  names  of  the  general  own- 
ers  of  districts,  for  the  private  use  and  satisfaction  of  a  friend 
and  countiyman  of  his  own,  then  a  general  officer  in  the  Aus- 
trian service.  Some  persons  prevailed  on  Mr.  O'Connor  to  per- 
mit  the  map  (or  rather  sketch]  to  be  printed  before  he  sent  the 
draught  to  Germany.  Hence  arose  'the  wicked  and  unfounded 
charges  of  Catholic  resumption.  The  Petty  survey  n  ill  be  men- 
tioned hereafter.  '         -* 
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be  represented  by  Catholics :  an  unsurmountable     ^^^^' 
objection  to  the  prayer  of  their  petition. 

Lor4  Hutchinson  deeply  regretted  to  bear  his  ^j^  Hut- 
Catholic  countrymep  traduced  without  ground  or 
reason.     Had  the  assertions  made  that  night  in 
the  House  to  calumniate  the  Irish  Catholics^  and 
ignite  one  religious  sect  against  the  other,  been 
uttered   elsewhere,  he  should   without  hesitation 
have  pronounced  them  the  most  unfounded  ca- 
Jumnies.     If  it  were  the  pleasure  of  ParKainentf  to 
refuse   the  measure,  it  should   at  least  be  done 
without  insult  and  vituperation  to  the  cliaracters 
of  the  loyal  claimants,  without  echoing  those  ca-- 
lumnies  from  one  House  to  the  other,  and  charging 
them  with  purpx)ses  the  most  criminal,  upon  con-  ^ 
jeetures  the  most  vague.     The  noble  Lord  had 
been  bred,  educated,  and  had  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  in  Ireland,  ,and  never  had  witness- 
ed, or  even  heard  of  jsuch  fooleries  and  horrors,  as 
had  been  retailed  by  the  learned  Lord,  whom  he 
challenged  to  verify  his  assertions  by  facts. 

Lord  Rtdesdale  feeling  himself  called  upon  in  so  i/)rd Redes. 
pointed  a  manner,  repeated  many  of  his  generali-  ****** 
ties :  reitemted  his  invectives  against  the  Catholic 
hierarchy,  and  assured  the  noble  Lord,  who  last 
spoke,  that  all  his  warmth  should -not  deter  him 
from  stating,  what  he  knew  to  be  fact.  His  Lord- 
ship's own  servants  dared  not  reside  in  the  interior 
of  the  country. 

The  Earl  of  Qrmand  trusted  he  should*  not  be  Eari  of  Or- 
contradicted  by  any  man,  who  really  knew  any"'** 
thing  of  Ireland,  when  he  said,  that  the  learned 
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1805.  Lord  had  stated,  that  wHich  wa^  not  a  fact ;  at 
least  in  the  opinion  of  any  map  but  hiipself.  He 
could  pot  therefore  sit  silent  and  hear  the  coun^ 
try,  to  which  he  hj^d  the  honor  to  belong  so  foully 
traduced,  without  rising  to  contradict  such  un* 
ibunded  ^sper^toos  upon  the  pational  character  of 
Ireland.  From  the  reverend  Bench  he  had  heard 
a  liberal  argumentative  speech  :  but  from,  the 
learned  Lord  he  h^A  heard  a  collection  of  old  wo- 
mens  stories,  which  he  would  venture  to  assert, 
•  not  the  most  prejudiced  Protestant  in  Ireland 
would  accredit :  and  not  one  of  which  would  be 
avouched  by  any  independent  man  in  that  House. 
He  hoped,  when  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  should 
return  to  the  Bench,  on  which  he  presided  Over 
the  Justice  of  Irelaiid,  he  would  divest  himself  of 
that  violent  antipathy  s^gainst  one  sect  of  the 
people,  and  that  obvious  partiality  for  another,, 
which  he  had  so  conspicuously  manifested  to  their 
Lordships. 
LordBor-  Lord  BorrifigtoH  professing  himself  friendly  to 
the  principles  of  the  petition,  hoped  the  noble 
Bai*ou»  who  had  introduced  it,  would  riot  think  his 
objectioa  to  the  time  unreasonabk,;  when  he  threw 
back  his  recollection  to  a  former  occasion,  on 
which  he  very  warnjly  supported  his  motion  for 
the  previous  question,  upon  a  measure  somewhat 
similar  having  been  proposed  for  the  adoptiqn  of 
the  House.  At  a  period,  perhaps  not  far  distant, 
'^  he  might  cordially  support  such  a  motioii.  At  all 
events  he  thought  it  should  be  preceded  by  a  vo- 
^  luntary  offer  from  the  Catholics,  to  allow  the  King 
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to  appoint  their  Bishops^  having  been  properly  re-  i*05- 
conmiefided  by  their  own  parochial  Clergy*  This 
would  in  some  sort  be  a  compliance  with  that  prin* 
ciple  of  our  Constitution^  which  acknowledges 
the  King  to  be  head  of  the  Church.  He  had  no 
doubt,  but  that  this  concession  would  greatly  tend 
to  conciliate  tli«  public  mind  to  their  wishes.  It 
was  then  against  themi  and  therefore  he  must  re- 
sist the  motion. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  urged  the  impos-  ArejiWshop 
sibility  of  Parliament's  annulling  all  the  principles,  ^"'y* 
upon  which  depended  the  security  of  the  Protes- 
tant establishment  in  Church  and  State^    He  never 

« 

would  consent  to  a  measure,  by  which  Catholics 
might  come  to  pass  laws  for  Protestants:  or  ac- 
c^uire  the  power  of  commanding  the  armies  and 
navies  of  this  country  under  a  Pr(Jtestant  King. 

The  Earl  of  Albemarle  was  anxious,  that  the  Eiiri  of  ai- 
grave  character  of  a  Judge,  and  the  advantages**"*^** 
of  local  experience  and  official  duties,  should  not 
give  weight  to  the  vulgar  prejudices  and  idle  tales, 
which  had  been  retailed  to  the  House  by  a  noble 
and  learned  Lord  with  heat  and  animosity  little 
becomiug  llie  gravity  of  his  situatioij^  He  would 
therefore  principally  consume  the  time  of  the 
House  in  refuting  the  abominable  arguments, 
which  the  learned  Lord  had  conjured  up  to  sup- 
port his  opposition. 

Lord  Chancellor  Eldon  warmly  opposed  the  mo-  ^  c*?"- 
tion  on  what  he  called  Protestant  principles.   Yet<io"- 
to  say,  that  the  measure  never  should  pass,  was 
language  not  fit  to  be  used  by  any  man,  who  was 
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^^^^- .  fit  ta  have  a  seat  in  that  House.  If  he  did  not 
however  now  oppose  it,  he  should  feel  that  he  was 
iiot  doing  his  duty ;  and  in  so  doing  he  concci%'ed 
himself  acting  consistently  with  that  zeal  and  sense 
of  duty,  which  be  hoped  would  actuate  the  majo- 
rity of  their  Lordships  to  transmit  to  posterity  the 
Constitution  in  the  same  purity,  in  which  they 
had  received  it  from  their  ancestors.  But  it  was  a 
Constitution,  which  demanded  oaths,  tests,  and 
qualifications  from  those,  who  are  entrusted  with 
parliamentary  representation  and  official  power: 
our  liberties  were  sustained  by  a  system  of 
checks. 
n.ik^  fif  The  Duke  of  Norfolk  said,  that  notwithstand- 

ing the  allegations  of  several  noble  Lords,  that  no 
pledge  had  been  holden  out  to  the  Catholics  of 
Leland  at  the  period  of  the  Union  to  grant,  as  a 
condition  of  that  measure  that  final  emancipation, 
which  the  petitioners  claimed,  he  had  the  strongest 
grounds  to  believe,  that  such  an  understanding 
was  forcibly  entertained.  He  was  therefore  for 
going  into  the  Committee,  were  it  only  to  investi- 
gate the  terms,  upon  which  the  Union  was  nego- 
ciated.  His  Gracespoke  very  fully  upon  the  Ca- 
tholic Bishops  exercising  their  spiritual  fiinctions : 
and  if  any  thing,  he  said,  could  excite  amongst 
the  Irish  Catholics  a  disposition  to  anarchy,  kt 
would  be  the  perpetual  refusal  to  admit  them  to 
thCi^blessings  of  a  Constitution,  in  which  if  once 
affiliated,  every  disposition  to  anarchy  or  even 
discontent  would  cease,  and  a  real  union  of  in- 
terests and  attachments  follow. 
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The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  disclaiming  all  illibera*     ^805. 
^^y*  l>*gotry,  or  uncharitableness^  opposed  thie  mo-  B»hopofsu 
tion  in  a  very  long  and  elaborate  speech.     He  ap*  ^^^ 
peared  to  have^been  strongly  affected  by  the  speech 
of  Lord  Redesdale.     He  never  would  consent  to 
6pen  to  the  Catholics  political  power;  which  the 
accession  to  the  prayer  of  their  petition  would  do. 
He  entered  into  a  learned  disquisition  concerning 
the  original  power  and  effects  of  excommunication. 
But  what  they  called  exconqmunication  in  Eng- 
land, was  not  really  what  the  word  meant :  and 
his  Lordship  had  always  considered  the  manner,  in 
which  it  was  used  amongst  them,  as  little  better 
than  a  profanation  of  a  most  sacred  rite  of  disci- 
pline.    But  if  he  were  to  believe  the  statements  of 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  the  excommunication 
as  practised  by    the  Irish  Catholics  was  a  still 
greater  profanation  of  the  rite  ;  and  an  abominable 
abuse  of  the  power,  which  Christ  has  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Governors  of  his  Church,  not  to 
destroy  the  worldly  comforts  of  men,  but  for  the 
salvation  of  their  souls. 

Lord  Ullenborough   most    strenuously  opposed  loi^  e!i«i- 
the  motion.     The  only  remaining  emancipation,    "*"*  ' 
which    the    petitioners  were    capable  of   receiv- 
ing, must  T)e  acquired  by  an  act  of  their  own, 
by  redeeming  themselves  from  the  foreign*  bon- 

« 

*  Ooe  of  the  fundamental  diflferences  between  Protestants 
and  Catholics  consists  in  the  necessity  of  an  universal  Bishop 
for  the  Governaient  of  Christ's  Church  u))on  earth.  And  thi^ 
^oman  Catholics  would  cease  to  be  what  they  profess  from  the 
ixoment  they  should  have  renounced  that  necessity,  and  sep^* 
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KS05.  jag^  ^,3 J  thraldom,  under  which  they  and  their 
ancestors  bad  long  unworthily  groaned ;  and  from 
which  the  Atate,  as  it  had  iieither  imposed  nor 
continued  it,  had  no  adequate  means  of  relieving 
them  consistently  With  tlie  duty  of  self-preserva- 
tion, which  it  owed  to  itself.  His  Lordship  in- 
veighed vehemently  against  the  usurpation  and 
abuse  of  power  by  the  See  of  Ron\e  over  the  Ca- 
tholic clergy  in  Ireland  in  the  performance  of  rites 
dnd  ceremonies,  particularly  that  of  marriage, 
from  which  all  civil  rights  originate,  and  which 
it  enjoins  to  be  administered  by  their  own  Minis- 
ters exclusively*  ;  thereby  ousting  the  law  of  the 
land,  and  endangering  or  destroying  the  legiti- 
macy of  its  subjects,  and  all  rights  of  descent,  in- 
heritance and  representation  founded  thereon.  To 
^Uow  any  particle  of  co<^ordinate  jurisdiction  or 
power  to  the  Catholic  hierarchy  in  Ireland,  would 
be  to  infringe  the  5th  article  of  the  Union,  which 
declares^  that  the  continuance  and  preservation  of 
the  united  Church  as  the  established  Church  of 
England  and  Ireland  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
be  an  essential  and  fundamental  part  of  the  Union  ; 
and  such  infraction  would  substantially  destroy 
and  subvert  tlie  Union.  -  As  long  as  the  faculties  of 
his  mind  and  body  should  enable  him,  he  would 
manfully  struggle  to  prevent  the  admission  of  per- 
sons (owning  and  yielding,  as  Catholics  did,  an 

rated  themselres  from  the  centre  of  unity^  which  they  hold  to  be 
the  Chair  of  Peter. 

^  His  Lordship  probably  was  inattentive  to  the  Irish  statute 
law^  by  which  Catholic  marriages  are  legalized.  & 
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imperfect  and  defalcated  allegiance  to  the  State)     i^os. 
into  the  entire  and  perfect  rights  of  completely  af- 
fianced subjects* 

T%e  Earl  of  Westmoreland  assumed  credit  for  Eari  of 
his  toleration  and  liberaKty,  because  he  had  re-inrf.*"^**" 
ceived  th6  thanks  of  the  Catholic  body  for  the  fa- 
vours granted  to  tliem  during  his  Government  of 
that  country,  and  vebemenfely  opposed  tl^e  motioa 
for  going  into  the  Committee.  He  went  over  aC 
great  length  all  the  hacneyed  iu*guments  against 
the  object  of  the  petition.  But,  said  his  ;Lord- 
ship,  **  Let  the  Union  alone:  let  that  great  mea- 
sure alone :  let  it  work,  as  it  has  begun  the  settle*- 
inent  of  that  country,  and  let  not  tlie  operations 
of  that  great  measure  be  impeded  by  bringing  tlic 
Catholics  forward  at  an  unfit  season  to  be  made 
the  tool  and  sport  of  British  factions,^ 

Earl  Mdra  waa  suiprized  to  hear  it  «aid^  that  EarfVi^ir^ 
the  petition  tended  to  throw  the  torch  of  discord 
into  the  country:  he  on  the  contrary  was  con- 
vinced, that  if  attendeii  to,  it  would  firmly  esta- 
blish that  harmony,  which  was  most  essential  to 
the  countiy  in  tliat  moment 

Earl  DarnUy  was  impressed  with  the  inexpedir  ebji  dw 
ency  of  urging  the  question  at  that  particular  time,  **^' 
tliough  convinced,  that  it  was  founded  in  reason 
and  justice,  and  that  it  must  ultimately  prevail. 
He  took  a  very  enlarged  view  of  the  subject,  lie 
differed  widely  in  opinion  #om  the  learned  Lord, 
who  had  recommended  the  abolition  of  the  Catho- 
lic hierarchy  in  Ireland.  He  saw  no  reason,  whj 
the  Bishops  should  not  be  pjjw:ed  undei'  tlie  prot^g^ 
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1805.     tion  of  Government,  and  why  they  should  not  be 
both  nominated   by  the  King  and  paid  by  the 
public. 
LordApckn      Lord  Auckland  professed  his   most  determined 
oppojsition  to  the  motion:  he  scouted  the  jargon 
of  the  term  Emancipation :  and  triumphantly  boastr 
ecf  of  his  now  confirmed  dissent  and  regret  at  the 
concessions  made  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  ia 
J793 :  and  that.  he.  had  so  dissented  in  common 
with  his  worthy  friends,  the  late  Lord  Clare  and 
Mr.  Foster.     Those  ^concessions  stimulated  the  ap- 
petite of  the  Catholics  for  further  claims;  and  in 
1795,  Lord  Fitzwilliam  shewed  a  strong  disposi- 
tion to  gratify  them  to  tlie  full  extent  of  their 
wishes.     Happily,  said  his  Lordship,  he  was  not 
.    supported  by  the  Gove^rnment  of  that  day,  though 
composed  of  the  same  individuals,  who  were  then 
urging  that  very  measure,  for  which  they  recalled 
Lord  Fitzwilliam  from  his  Viceroyalty.     It  would 
ever  be  a  consideration  of  ju&t  pride  ta  his  Lord- 
ship, that  he  had  borne  no  small  share  in  acQustin'g 
all  the  details  of  the  Union ;  and  be  did  not  hesi- 
tate  to  declare,  that  if  the  concessions  now  pro^ 
posed,  were  in  the  contemplation  of  those,  with 
wnom  he  acted  at  that  time,  their  views  were  in- 
dustriously concealed  from  *  him,  and  from  others 
of  their  associates.     If  there  were  any  eventual  re- 
sponsibility  in  this  business,  it  must  fall  on  the 

^  Mr.  Pitt  usually  treated  his  coUeagu<iS  in  Administration^  as 
tools  and  servants.  He  conp ulted  theai  no  further  than  he  wanted 
their  submission  and  assent :  but  never  initiated  them  into  tbfl» 
Ui?tail  or  reasons  of  his  plans. 
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beads  of  those,,  who  first  agitated  a  question,  of  ,  ^^^^* 
which  they  must  have  foreseen  the  result,  if  they 
had  duly  adverted  to  the  known  opinions  of  the 
several  branches*  of  the  legislature  of  the  whole 
body  of  Irish  Protestants,  and  of  the  general  mass 
of  the  British  people. 

Zorif£ifii^  supported  the  motipn  as  a  measure  ^^ll^^^l^^ 
wisdom.     And  Lord  Bolton  from  having  been  for-  »«>«<*"• 
merly  in  a  high  situation,  (Chief  Secretaxy  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant)  recapitulated  the  whole  proceed- 
ings of  the  Irish  Catholics  in  their  efforts  to  obtain 
concessions  and  relaxations.     He  deprecated  the 
language  of  constructive  menace,    which   many 
noble  Lords  had  resorted  to  in  tiie  course  of  that . 
discussion,  hy  asserting,  that  tlie  prayer  of  the  pe- 
tition must  ultimately  be  granted,  au4  that'  sore- 
ness, discord,  and  disunion  would  follow  the  re-      ' 
fusal.     The  object  of  the  petition  did  not  affect 
the  great  mass  of  the  Catholic  population,  but  the 

*  The  anticipated  assumption  of  the  opinion  of  the  executive 
branch  of  the  legislature- was  unconstitutional  and  indecent :  the 
soDse  of  the  ddiberative  branches  could  not  be  known  uYitil  the 
object  were  submitted  to  their  consideration:  the  whole  body  of 
Irish  Protestants  was  not,  like  the  Orangemen,  decidedly  against 
the  prayer  of  the  petition.  Witness  those  Irish  Members  ia 
each  House  of  Parliameat,  who  voted  for  Lord  Grenville's  mo- 
tion, and  many  of  their  Protestant  friends,  relatives,  und  depen- 
dents,  as  well  as  many  other  Protestants  throughout  Ireland, 
who  were  not  infected  with  Orange  intolerance  and  rancor.  This. 
mass  of  the  British  people,  when  not  goaded  into  acrimony  by 
enthusiasts,  bigots,  or  persons  interested  in  misguiding  their 
judgmenu  are  naturally  tolerant :  nor  would  they  interpose  to 
obstruct  the  happiness  of  their  Irish  fcHow-subject?, 
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1805.  ^  fe^^^  \vhom  the  wished-for  concessions  could  af- 
fect, had  no  ground  of  complaint,  as  they  ex* 
eluded  themselves,  by  refusmg  to  take  tibe  same 
tests  as  Prbtestants.  Till  the  Catholics  chose  to 
withdraw  that  barrier  (insuperable  \vhilst  it  re* 
raained  in  force)  of  dividfed  allegiance,  the  ofaliga* 
tion  to  papal  supremacy,  their  Lordships  should 
cover  themselves  with  the  shield  of  self-prcsenra*- 
tion,  and  on  it  exhibit  the  warning  motto  of  nt 
plus  ultra. 

•iotiou.  ^  I^ord  Grenville  replied  to  tlie  most  urgent. argu* 
ments :  and  upon  the  division  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  49  voted  for  going  into  a  Committee, 
and    17B  against  it:  leaving  a  majority  of  l£9 

jflx.  Fox     against  the  motion. 

2d>atem  On  the  I3th  day  of  May^  the  House  of  Com- 
mons took  tlie  Catholic  Petition  into  considera* 
tiop ;  when  Mr.  Fox  drew  their  attention' to  the 
pleasing  duty*  that  had  devolved  upon  him,  of 

^  Mr.  Fox  alluded  to  the  harrassing  duties  of  accusation^, 
which  he  had  lately  undergone  in  the  enquiry  into  the  charges^ 
against  Lord  Melville.  AV}iocver  views  not  that  exalted  cha- 
racter  through  a  jaundiced  or  corrupt  medium,  must  now  at  least 
acknowledge,  that  there  never  existed  a  Statesman  and  orator  of 
Uhom  it  could  with  equal  truth  be  asserted,  that  he  was  an  ar- 
deut  and  constant  lover  of  his  country,  of  Us  constitution,,  and 
of  mankind.  As  lie  lived  not  to  see  the' completion  of  the  most 
anxious  wish  of  his  heart,  and  which  in  every  situation  be  al^ 
ways  laboured  to  proqfu>te  the  security  of  religious  as  well  aa 
civil  liberty,  it  will  be  the  author's  aim  to  favor  his  readers  with 
as  faiiliful  an  epitome  of  his  speech  on  this  important  .question, 
as  the  sucoinct  form  of  this  work  will  admit  of.  It  is  a  legacy 
to  every  patriot  of  constitutional,  wise,  liberi^,  and  just'policy. 
The  author,  who  means  to  hand  down  to  posterity  as  faithful  a 
pourtrait  of  u^iusd  Ireland,  .as  he  can  draw^  oiK^rs  to  the  im- 
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bringing  before  them  a  m6st  important  subject, 
which    rested  entirely    on    principles  of  general 
affection   and  good   will,   connected  with  views 
,  that  every  man  must  approve,  and  no  man  could 
condemn.     lie.  estimated  the  Catholic   body  to 
compose    oi>e-fourth    of  the    population   of  the 
British  Empire,  and  could  he  persuade  the  House 
to  do  them  justice,  he  should  persuade  the  Hoiise 
to  reader  a  most  iniportant  service  indeed,  perhaps 
the  most  essential,  that  remained  to  be  done,  or 
that  ever  had   been  done    for  the  ..si^curity,    the 
greatness,  and  general  weal  of  the  Empire  at  large^ 
whether  with  regard. to  its  internal  policy,  or  ex- 
ternal relations.  Upon  the  general  view,  he  should 
think  \\   impossible    to   raise   a  seribus  question, 
whetlier  a  fourth  of  tlie  Kings  subjects  were  to  be 
admitted   to  an  equal  participation  of  rights  and 
privileges  with  the  remainder,  and  enjoy  the  full 
bencfit^of  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the 
Country.     The  differences  upon  this  subject  were 
theoretical.     In  practical  application,  what  some 
called  rights,  were  what  others  called  indulgences. 

partial  public  as  the  most  unequivocal  test  of  his  sincerity  in  the 
execution  of  that  intent,  his  cordial  subscription  to  the  opinion 
of  some  of  the  most  exalted^  powerful,  and  liberal  friends  of 
Ireland  (consequently  of  the  British  Empire).  That  Mr.  Fox, 
above  all  m^n  that  ever  existed,  asserted  and  maintained  \yith 
the  most  transcendent  force  of  word  and  example  the  principles, 
upon  which  the  Government  under  our  most  excellent  constitu- 
tion ought  to  be  administered  for  the  true  and  solid  dignity  of  the 
down,  and  thp  real  security,  freedom,  and  happiness  of  the 
people.         ^ 

VOL.  iu  .1 
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uos^  He  would  consider  the  question,  1^,  as  it  re* 
garcled  tlie  rights  of  the  Subject,  2^,  as  it  affected 
the  rights  of  the  Crorisrn.  Those,  who' composed 
the  society  bf  a  State,  had  a  general  right  to  be 
governed  by  equal  laws,  and  not  to  be  unequally 
or  at  aill  restricted  in  any  thing,  which  was  not  ne- 
cessaiy  For  the  safety  of  the  people.  Salus  populi^ 
supremaiex^st.  Aniongst  t\y^  friends  to  the  Ca- 
tholic claims,  some  were  for  granting  them  eman- 
cipation a.^  a  matter  of  favor  from  policy.  He 
would  give  it  aS  a  right ;  because  it  is  the  general 
•right  of  the  people,  and  because  there  was  no  ex- 
ception, which  ought  to  bperate  against  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland.  Govertimerit  had  a  right  to 
impose  restrictions,  but  if  there  were  no  necessity^ 
for  them,  then  came  the  right  of  the  people  to  en- 
joy the  full  l)enefit  of  the  law.  No  duration  of 
time  could  add  justice  to  an  unjust  law.  A  severe 
luvv  might  have  been  justly  made,  and  Would  re- 
main.just,  whilst  the  necessary  cause  for  it  conti- 
mied  :  but  frgm  the  moment  that  cause  ceased 
the  law  became  unjust.  Although  he  generally 
^deprecated  all  laws  attempting  to  restrain  consci- 
ence, yet  the  laws  against  the  Catholics  were  only^ 
pretended  to  have?  been  justified  at  the  times  they 
were  parsed,  a$  political,  not  religious...  Here  Mr. 
FoK  illustrated  his  positions  by  the  most  judicious 
gnd  impartial  references  to  the  conduct  af  our  Go- 
vernment towards  Ireland  from  the  days  of  Eliza- 
beth, down  to  the  American  wat ;  when  the  pub- 
lic eye  wa3  opened  to  the  impolicy  of  treating  llie 
Iri^h  'Catholics  with  wich  unaccountabfe^  severity. 
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He  always  conceived,  that  to  bar  a  man  of  his  ^  ^^|^' 
rights  on  account  of  his  religious  opinion  was  ty- 
ranny :  nor  could  it  even  be  justified  by  the  Salus 
populij  which  was  no  ground  for  preventing  a  man 
from  enjoying  his  religious  opinion.     According 
to  Mr.  Burke,  the  restrictions  in  Ireland,  the  fero- 
cious manners  of  those,  who  were  Protestants,  and 
the  insults  sustained  by  the  Catholics,  had  pro- 
duced a  degree  of  desperation  in  that  unhappy 
people,    which  made  it  doubtful,    how  far  they 
might  be  trusti^d.     The  effect  of  the  system  had 
been  that  of  changing  by  degrees  the  whole  pro- 
perty, of   Ireland ;   and  that  country   had    been 
brought  into  a  state  highly  to  be  lamented.     It 
certainly  was  a  circumstance  likely  to  produce  the 
general  disaffection  pf  the  people,  that  the  whole 
of  the  property  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Protestant 
ascendancy,  whilst  the  mass  of  the  population  was 
Catholic.     The  relaxation  very  properly  began  by 
enabling  the  Catholics  to  acquire  property :  and 
the  power  connected  with  tht  free  trade  and  con- 
stitution, which  was  given  to  the  Irish  in  l7S2f 
had  had  the  happy  effect,  by  producing  an  en- 
crease  of  Catholic  property  beyond  all  proportion 
greater,   than    that   enjoyed   by  the  Protestants. 
Since  which,  the  oppressive  distinctions  between 
Catholics  and  Protestants  have  been  greatly  soft- 
ened and  corrected.     From  the  time  of  the  acqui- 
sition of  property  by  the  Catholics,  he  never  had 
ct)nceived,  on  what  principle  their  dem^nd^  were 
not  conceded  to  them :  and  least  of  all^  why  porti- 
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cular  restrictions  were  kept  up,  when  others  were 
abandoned. 

The  remaining  restrictions  prevented  Catholics 
from  Enjoying  certain  offices  civil  and  military, 
and  from  sitting  in  either  House  of  Parliament: 
Aftei*  having  detailed  the  history  of  tlje  passing 
of  the  Test  Act,  he  amved  at  this  conclusion.. 
That  the  Test  Act  was  passed,  because  our  ances- 
tors  doubted  whether  Charles  11.  were  a  Protes- 
tant or  not,  and  l;ecause  they  suspected  him  of  a 
design  to  overturn,  the  constitution  of  his  country, 
as  was  the  case  of  James  II.  But  was  that  a  rea- 
son, why  a  Protestant  King,  not  liable  to  suspi- 
cion, was  to  be  deprived  of  the  assistarnc^  of  his 
Catholic  subjects  ?  The}'  had  given  up  the  re- 
straint to  the  Irish  Catholics,  With  regard  to  the 
subordinate  offices  in  the  army,  navy,  and  law, 
but  they  retained  it  as  to  the  higher  r  thus  com- 
pletely extinguishing  that  aspiring  emulation,  which 
alone  calls  talent  into  full  exertion.  No  man 
thought  of  expelling  the  Catholics  from  Parlia- 
ment, till  the  nation  waa  in  a  paroxism  of  rage 
and  terror,  upon  the  discovery  of  the  Popish  plot 
in  1^98^  (suppose  it  to  be  true  or  false)  when  it 
was  Jjelieved,  that  the  Catholics  were  going  to 
massacre  the  Protestant*^  when  it  wai  expected 
they  were  to  have  the  assibtance  of  the  King  of 
3pain,  and  wheu  the  ridiculous  story  of  the  silver 
bullets  was  $e^  oji  foot^  lie  shen  shewed,  that  the 
Catholics  were  not  excluded  from  Parliament  by 
^reason  of  tlieir  dissenting  from  the  doctrines  of 
i]b$  i3»tal>U9hfid  Cburcl^  for  Prote^teat  Dissent^i^ 
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were  admissible  to  Parliament,  and  diiFercd  from, 
those  doctrines,  perhsps  more  widely  than  the  Ca- 
tholics.    Virtual  representation  in  Parliament  was 
unquestionably   a  vital  principle  Of  the  constitu- 
tipB ;  and  whilst;  Catholics  were  excluded  in  Ire- 
land, they  could  not  have  a  real  virtual  representa- 
tion in  the  sense  the  word  representation  ought  to 
be  understood,  implying  a,  .sympathy  and  fellow 
feeling  between  the  representative  and  the  persons* 
represented.     Mr-  Fox. ridiculed  the  idea,  that  Ca- 
^  binet  Ministers,  who  might  happen  to  differ  upo» 
theological  questions,  would  consume  the  hours  of 
Council  in  polemical  discussions  of  theif  religipu* 
tenets.     He  instanced  the  Duke  de  Sully,  Mar- 
shal Turenne,  Neckar,  and  Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Wirtemberg,.aj5.  persons  differing  in  religion ^frpm 
the .  Sovereigns, ;  who  so  advantageously  employ^ 
them  in  their  ser*vice..    The  Pietender  being  gone^ 
and  all  radical  difficulties  removed  as  to  him,  JMr« 
Fox  dwelt  some  time  upon  the  objections  raised 
against  the  question  concerning  the  pqwer  qf  the 
Pope,  which  he  treated  as  utterly  absurd.     But  it 
was  said,  Bonaparte  had  obtained  an  influence  over 
the  Pope,  the  I?ope  governed  the  Irish  Priests,  aftd 
thi|s  Bonaparte  would,  be  able  to  attach  to  him  the 
Catholics  of .  Ireland.     Mr,  Fox  had  po  doubt,  but 
that  Bonaparte  would  be  very  willing  to  make  use 
of  such  an  engine  to  serve  his  purposes  in  Ireland. 
But  how  could  he  use  his  influence  there  ?    If  they 
would  repeal  those  restrictive  laws,  there  would  ^ 
nothing  to  fear  from  that  quarter  :  but  if  on  the 
contraiy  they  persevered  in  their  restrictions,  the 
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^J^r|j.  Avay,  in  which  his  influence  would  become  formic 
daUe,  would  be  this.  The  Irish  Catholics  wotttd 
be  tpW,  '^  An  equal  participation  of  rights  was 
holdcn  out  to  you  :  but  instead  of  granting  your 
just  claims,  instead  of  affording  you  the  relief  and 
protection  you  Avere  promised,  you  are  stiU  stig- 
matised as  outcasts;  you  have  now  therefore  Only 
to  look  to  a  Ciitbolic  Emperor  fof  assistance  and 
throiigk  him  you  may  expect  the  emandpatiboy' 
wWch  has  betn  denied  yoii'.'*  Of  any  internal  in-r 
fl^ence  of  the  Pope,  br  Boiiaparte  over  the  electioiii 
of  votes  of  Members  of  Parliament  no  reasonable 
*J]r|)rehefnslon' could  be  raised.  ' 

iWr.ToTj  T.'Mr.  Fcik'tlien  drew  a  Very  strong  line  of  demar* 
t",[u^'*'*^""eatti6ri  behVeen  the  .spiritual  and  temporal  power. 
The/Catho!rcs  swore,  that  by  th^ir  doctrine  of  spfc- 
fltddi  .iivpremacy,  they  aHo\*6fi  no  temfvoral  6f 
^ivH  pt)\^er  to  the  l\)pe.'  The  Presbyt^^rians  no 
KiJ>^  Adfiiittied  tUe  King  to  be  head  of  the  ChuFcl^ 
ih*ifi  tbe'Gatholrcs.  Thtjy  excluded  the  Catholics 
froWdffice  aild  Parliament  by  oaths,  and  in  the  saipe 
feeath  charged  them  with  neither  heeding  or  pbr 
serviiig  theb.  They  professed  to  diffide  in  the 
loyalty  of  ^hfe' lower  Otd^s  in  Ireland,  ^nd  they 
entrusted  ttetowith*  arms,  and  admitted  them  into 
thd  arrtiy  «nd  tifivy,  and  to  the  riaink,  to  which 
they 'Wduld  naturally  Inspire  J  they  conficted  in  the 
loyalty •  of  ihe  higl>er  orders;  they^knew,  that 
iheir  fbrtones  igave  them  an  interest  in  thecottn- 
tiy,  and  their  knowledge  and  information  taught- 
them  to  prefer  the  Government  of  it  to  that  of 
any  othtrj  and  yet  tbey  shut  them  .out  (rf  the  m- 
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tuatioDS,  to  \rhich  their  rank  entitles  them.  They ,  ^®^^' 
placed  in  the  hands  of  .the  forn^er  the  means  of  in- 
surrection, and  they  took  from  the  latter  the 
power  they  might  have  by  their  influente  td  re^- 
press  commotions.  It  was  a  principle  df  social 
nature,  to  require  to  be  placed  on  a  footing  of 
equality  with  one's  fellow  subjects,  and  to  the 
honor  of  the  laws  of  England,  that  principle  was 
particularly  sanctioned  by  thenn  To  argue,  as 
some  did,  that  whilst  the  Catholics  were  pressed 
by  the  whole  rigor  of  the  penal  code,  they  were 
tranquil  during  the  rebellions  of  17 15  and  1745; 
but  after  they  had  received  large  concessions,  they 
joined  in  the  rebellion  of  1798  to  subvert  th^  pio- 
narchy  and  constitution ;  would  against;  evei^y  priu-^ 
qiple  of  liberty  go  to  sppport  the  pruellest  tyranny 
and  most  degr^din^  slavery.  Mr.  ]^ox  ascribed 
the  Irish  Union,  which  was  worked  into  rebellion 
ifi  1798  to  different  causes,  such  as  t)ie  French  re- 
volution, the  mind  and  energy  of  those,  wlio  felt 
the  gripy^nce  of  oppression  and  persecution  iii  the 
Nprtfi  of  Ireland,  and  the  consequentes  of  disap- 
pointing  the  Catholics  by  the  recall  of  Lord  Fitx-* 
William,  when  the  cup  of  expectation  was  jpcfig* 
namlydja^bedfroip^their  ^^erlipsip  1795.  MmpH 
stress  had  bs^n  laid  upon  the  sayings  of  Mr.  A^* 
thur  Ctonndr  and  Mr.  Emmett,  that  Catholic 
emahcipatipn  ,an(i  parliamentary  reform  were  ndt 
?Q«sidef€fl  by  the,  people\  of  Ireland  a^  pf  more- 
value  than  a  bit  of  paper  or  a  drQp  pf  ipic.  JBijt  it 
would  also  be  recollected,  that  those. satnc  persons, 
who  wished  to  revolutionize  Ireland,  explicitly  ^d- 
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1805.  •  mitted,  that  if  those  measures  had  been  carried, 
(they  apprehended  It  under  the  Adniiiiistration  of 
,    Lord.Fitzwilliam)  th^ir  intentions  would  have  been 
.uttcrlv  defeated, 
^litin^!"      Mr.  Fox  then  adverted  to  the  late  nieasui^  of 
tioD.        .legisMtive  ynion,  which   he  had  ahyays' opposed, 
aud  bad  never  since  found  reason  to  alter  his  opi- 
^ion  upon  it.     He  readily  admitted,   that  no  dis- 
tii>ct  prpniise  of  redress  \Vas  thep  made  to  the 
Catholic^:  for  no   Minister  coy  Id   proinise  wh^t 
depepded  .  upon  the  determination  of  ParJfanient, 
cBut  the  Rio'htllon.  Gentleman  did  all  he  could; 
he  promised  to  recommend  their  glaims;  and  they 
in  full  conficlence  of  his  support,  generally  gave 
2^11  the  vyeight*  they  could  command  to  His  propo- 
sition for  the  Union  :  and  ]\ir.  Fox  knew  several, 
who  felt  less  kindness  for  the^'Catliolics^on  tha^  &c- 
count.   .  ThQ  o;encraI  pei'siiasioh  \vas,  that  aft^r  the 
Union  the  Catholic  claims  would  be  fujly  granted  ; 
.^idthis;  persuasion  was  encouraged  by 'the  very 
Gentleman,  who  was  how  understood  to  \)e  nlbst 
hostile  totl^em  j*.    It  was  impossible  then,  that  the 

■''•■'-•  •    *  .  ■     *  -         I      ;    .        .  . 
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Xhe  predominant  interest  of  the  Catholics  was  certainly  in 
fiivor  of  the  Union.  "No  public  act  of  the  body  ever  pas$.^d  upon 

•it.  •MarnyOathblics  in  Dublin  entered  ^nto  .very  spirited  and  jjq- 
dicious  resQtntiqns  iigfiinst  that  f(ital  ^measu^'f;.  ^n^l^several  of 
th^  mpst.in(|e^pcn<)ent.and  b^st  informed  Catholics  individually 

^  oppose^  it.  Of  ?ill  the  King's  subjects  the  Irish  Catholics  had 
eminently  the  naost'urgent  reason  to  oppose  the  Union,  by  which 
they  host  their^owri  consequence.  ', 

t  f  Dr^  Dutgenan's  letter  to  Mr.  Grattan  contained  the  follow- 
ing paragraph*  "  If  we  were  one  people  with  th^  British  i^a- 
'*  tionii  the  prepoud^rancf  of  the  Protectant  interest  in  t)ie  wholf 
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passing  of  the  Union  should  iiot  have  been  coosi-  ^^' 
tiered  by  the  Carfiolics  as  the  signal  for  the  redress 
of  their  grievances.  ,  The- printed  sp^ch  of  Lord 
Sidmoiith,  published  and  circidate^l  by  authority, 
qonfiriTied  them  in  that  persuasion,  by  referring  to 
a  pa:ssage  in  Dr.  ©uigenan's  lett^j^,  in  support  of 
tlite  6'pinion,  that  no  restraints  would  l>e  necessary 
after  the  Union.  '  S^me  heaity  approvers  of  the 
measure  objected  to  press  it,  when  ^  there  was  ^o 
clidnce  of  success  :  especiaMy  whiUt  an  impressioh 
cotitltiued  in  a  certain  quarter,*  that  to  consent  t6 
the  repeal  of  th€  remaining  restrictive  laws  would 
be  an  infrmgement  of  his  Majesty's  coronation 
oath.  This  weak  and  wicked  doc^trine  was  calcu- 
lated  to  produce  the  greatest  confusion,  and  com- 
pletely to  overturn  the  constitution.  How  could 
the  oath  framed  by  Parliament,  and  administered 
to  King  William  affect  the  repeal  of  statutes  pass- 
ed after  he  had  taken  it  ?  And  how  <tould  the  con- 
stitution be  preserved,  sliould  the  i^xecutive  once 
be  prevented  frbni  consenting  td  iaws,  which  the 
deliberative  branches  should  'have  advised?  If  it 
h^d  been  the  practice,  that  nothing  should  be 
Hioved  in  tltat  House,  but  such  questions,  a;  Gen- 
tlemen had  a  reasonable*  hope  of  carrying,  tlie 
country  would  have  beep  deprived  of  most  of  the 
laws,  which  now  constitute  its  greatest  pride  and 
boast :  for  the  best  measures  have  in  general  been  first 
resisted,  and  have  at  fen'gth  succeeded  by  the  per- 

"  State  woDid  then  be  so  greats  that  it  would  not  be  any  longer 
:<<  necessary  to  curb  the  Romaa  Catholic?  by  any  restrainU 
'*  whatever/' 
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stveraqf:e  of  tliose,  who  had .iatroduced  them  and 
jibe  good  ^emeof  ParliameDtu  Whilst  he  gipried 
^nfe^iiiganJElBglishman,  he  never  could  say,  tha^ 
apy  thing,  which, parliament  thinks  fit  to  he  done^. 
i$|innot  .he  dpiiye.  He  n^vcr  cpuld  believe,  that  any 
'{branch  of  <jHjir  constitution  would  forget  its  duty. 
lie  Iptni^nt^d*  that  ah  opinion  on  this  subject^ 
^hf>u*kl  have  been  qircplated^:  said  to  bav^  bef  p 
§^Vjeiv.  by .  on?^  wh9  had  a  legislative  voice,  but 
ffirho  \^  no  rig)>t..to  pronounce  any.opipjoa  ^ppJa 
9iat4er3  pending  in  tbs^t;  Hpuse.  ^\%  Majesty'a 
j^n^f^l  aupjiority,  wa^j  oi^e  of  thp  ppruer  stones  of 
5^h^:  cpAi&titutipp,  whicii  he.  yvoHld  ever  exeit  him- 
^If  ip.5iippoitipg  :  t)ut  \\^  conlfl^not  remajn  silent^ 
yif\\t\i  he  savv  incere^st^d  persons  ^^nde^yburing  to 
fSKl^i^d  th^t  in;tlut*i>ce  beyond  ,it;s  ;C)a^  |)Qqn(^^  ilt 
>ji?py}dt)e  a  gre^t.andiiicalqulabi^SvU,  were  .it.tj> 
lNe,^6t^bli-ib^  A^ .»  wftxini  in  tfeit  J^qiise,  }k?X  PP 
WWn.mi^^t  fJiftVfi  any.mea^ur?,  :l)qw€»^?r  gr<?ftt  U^ 
.J>ftf>€fit;%  if  it  yverfitbut  pnpe  whimpered  .at>outy;  thj^ 
4ji  coakl  not  h?'.s4|oce.38fM},,.i^eca|ijse  aiiotl^er  bxanq|i, 
/jf  I  |he  cPAStitptjon  ,w;*»s  hostile,  to  it  l|e  cquljl 
>yish  to  see  any  saqrUiiqe  made  for  the  grat^fjpatiqji 
^f  the  Cvpwp,  except  th^sacritice  of  tl>^  jwjfafie 
.^Xid  security  of  the  country.  The  man,  wlx)  (PP^fi* 
teji^nced  spch  a  ^acrifige,  Mj^as  pot  a  jpy^l  ^J4|^e<;j,^ 
jwasnot  one,  .who  loved  hi3  KiJ)ff,  bpt.one, Avlip 
tlatteicd  him  in  order  tp  h^tray  him..  , 

}Jlx.  Fox  l^hen  fpuched  ^>rief)y  iipon  .^fsveral  .mincjr 
considerations,    which  he  urged  as    reasons    for 
guying  rnto  the  Committee,  and  which  would  not  , 
pledge  them  to  the  entire  concession:  He  adverted 
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to  the  anomaly  of  tbe  military  and  naaral  Wrvices  ^^^^^ 
being  legal  in  Ireland^  and  criminal  and  }^al  in 
every  other  part  of  tbe  British  Empire.  Even  in 
Ireland  a  Catholic  ^might  arrii*€  to  the  rank  of  a 
Geileral,  Jbut  not  a  General  on  the  Staff.  Cathor 
lie  soldiers  were  restricted  from  the  exefcise  of  their 
religion  sometimes  ia  Ireland,  atid  geheratty  ift 
England.  Some  alterations  were  also  necessary 
for  the  regulation  of  Catholic  marriages.  There 
were  many  other  parts  of  the  question,  which  ought 
to  induce  such  persons^  as  thought  the  petitioners 
worthy  of  redress  to  go  into  a  Commiciec,  what«- 
ever  their  objections  to  the  general  question  might 
be.  A  gr^at  portion  of  their  time' rin  the  pi^esen4^ 
and  la^t  Session  of  Parliament  had  been  conssumed 
ip  considering  the  best  meana  of  recruiting  tbe 
army,  and  of  encreasang  our  local  and  disposable 
fprce :  but  he  would  venture  to  a»ert,  that  nm 
scheme  whatever  of  palish  recruiting,  limited  ser^- 
vice,  or  militia  volunteering,  -could  equal 'diceflPect 
of  that  measure.  AH  those  schemes  were  tardy 
and  trifling,  mere >  rivulets  compared  to  that  great 
ocean  of  military  resource,  wiitch  would  be  att  their 
command,  were  ;the:law6  .against  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics repealed.  Now  even  iii  violation  of  thd 
}aws  they  received  Roman  Catholics  into  their 
army  and  navy  :  but. what  might  not  be  expected 
from  tbe  2eal  and  gratitude .  of  a  ^nation  £cimed  for 
warmth  of  temper  and  generosity,,  fondly  exulting 
in  a  triumph  obtained  ho ver  illiberality  and  preju- 
dice? Were  ;  that  salutary  measure  adopted,  there 
would  be  no  differences,  no  discontents:  but  all 
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the  subjects  of  tlie  Empire,,  enjoying  equ^l  riglits^ 
Would  join  with  one  heart  and  one  mind  in  its  de- 
fence. Although  he  were  not  sanguine  in  .believ- 
ing, that  equal  rights  and  equal  la\vs,  wopld  be 
then  granted  to  tlie  Catholics ;  he  ye.t  xt'as  san- 
guine in  believing,  that  many  bad  consequences, 
whicfi  had  been  apprehended,  would  DOt  follow  the 
rejection'  of  their  petition.  He  relicti  on  the  affec- 
tion and  loyalty  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land ;  but  be  would,  not  press  them  too  far ; .  he 
would  not  draw  the  cord  too  tight.  It  was  surely 
too  much  'to  expect,  tliat  tlif y  would  jalwaysi  ,6gl>t 
for  a  constitution,  in  the  benefits  of  which  they 
.  were  assured,  they  never  shoukl  participate  equally 
with  their  fellow  subjects.  Whatever  >ras  to' be 
the  fate  of  the  petition^  he  rejoiced  at.  having  had 
.  an  opportunity  of  bringing  it  under  their  couside- 
lation,  and  moved  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House.  ^ 
^.0u^e.  Dr.  Duigenan  opposed  the  motion .  in  a  long 
speech,  wliich  lasted  above  ttnce  hours:  the  ge- 
neral spirit  and  substance  of  which,  was  to  prov6i^ 
that  by  the  ancietit  Councils  of  the  Catholic 
Church  and  her  invariable  doctrine,  np  Catholic 
could  take  an  oath,  from  tlie  obligations  of  which 
he  could  not  at  the  will  of  the  Priest  be  released : 
that  the  Catholics  maintained  no  faith  was  to  be 
'kept  with  Heretics,  and  such  they  considered  every 
denomination  of  Christians  but  themselves;  and 
that  it  was  impossible  for  a  Catholic  to  be  truly 
loyal  to  a  Protestant  Kin^.  He  contended,  that 
the  91  persons,  who  had  signed  the  Catholic  pe- 
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tition,  did  not  by  any  means  represent  the  bodj'  o£  ^]^^ 
the  Irish  Catholics;  he  assunv^d,  that  none  of  the 
Clergy  had  signed,  because  they  still  maintained 
the  obnoxious  doctrines,  which  the  best  informed 
of  the  Laity  wished  to  renounce.  He  coarsely 
abused  the  late  publications  of  some  Catholic  wri- 
ters, particularly  Mr.  Scully's  advice  to  his  Catho- 
lic brethren.  He  contended  that  the  oath  of  su- 
premacy* was  a  mere  simple  oath  of  allegiance,  and 
that  it  imported  neither  exclusion  nor  restrictioa 
to  any  but  traitors.  He  commented  largely  upon 
the  oath  of  canonical  obetlience  to  the  Pope  taken 
by  the  Catholic  Bishops  :  inveighed  fiercely  against 
Dr.  Hussey  tlie  late  titular  Bishop  of  Waterford, 
for  forbidding  his  flock  to  send  their  children  to 
Protestant  schools  for  education,  and  exhorting 
the  Romish  soldiery  not  to  obey  their  officers  iu 
any  orders  relative  to  spiritual  concerns :  for  they 
Ijelunged  to  the  priesthood  :  and  he  drew  (surely 
an  unwarrantable)  conclusion  from  Dr.  Husscy's 
remarking,  that  the  loss  or  abandonment  of  his  re- 
ligion by  tlie  Catholic  soldier  might  be  felt  in  the 
(lay  of  battle,  that  in  plain  English^  the  Romish 
soldier  might  then  turn  upon  and  assassinate  his 
officer  or  desert  to  the  enemy.  He  insisted,  that 
the  measure  could  not  be  assented  to  consistently 
with  the  obligation  of  the  coronation  oath.  He 
admitted,  that  many  honest  men  ignorant  of  the 
state  of  Ireland  had  been  duped  into  an  a]9proba* 
tioa  of  the  measuxe,  and  that  it  was  universally 
supported  by  all  demagogues,  republicans  and  ja- 
cobins.    He  vehemently  deprecated  Mr.  Fox's  as- 
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serticm,  that  th^  excladion  of  Catholics  from  seats 
in  Parliament  was  ^n  unjust  invasion  of  their  na- 
tural  rights.    In^detailing  a  prospective  view  of  the 
tvil^  that  would  attend,  the  concession  of  the  mea- 
sure prayed   fot,    he  said,  the  corporation   tests 
would  soon  be  dissolved,  when  the  Romanists  were 
once  eligifcte  to  fill  the  great  offices  in  Ireland.     It 
would  be  Impracticable  to  exclude  them  from  the 
possession  :  for  such  an  exclusion  would  be  more 
galling,  than  their  former  disqualification,.   The  Ro- 
manists of  both  countries  iu  Parliament  WQuId  form 
a  junction,  and  wring  from  the  Minister  the  whole 
iJivil  patronage  of  Ireland,  and  secure  all  the  offices 
for  their  own  siect ;  so  that  the  whole  civile  esta* 
blishment  in  Ireland  would  become  completely  Ro- 
tnish.     And  who  could  then  secure  the  continu- 
ance of  tithes  to  the  Protestant  clergy  r  From  some 
ancient  statistical  reports  of  Ireland,  he  concluded^ 
that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  did  not  constitute 
above  one-eighth  of  the  population  of  the  British 
inlands ;  that  they  did  not  possess  one^fortfeth  part 
of  tlie  real  dnd  petsotial  property  of  Ireland,   nor 
one- thousandth  part  of  the  property  of  the  United 
Kingdom.     In  fact,  said  he,  they  composed  the 
mob  and  be^g^ry  of  Ireland,  and  w^re  not  of  con- 
sequence either  in  numbers,  wealth  or  power  to 
demand,  as  the  petition  did,  the  subversion  of  the 
constitution  in  Gha^ch  and  State,  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Protestants  of  Irelann  for  their  gratifi- 
cation.    It  would  let  in  an  universal  delusfc  of 
atheism,  infiddity  and  anarchy,    It  would  achnit 
\\\ft  Pope's  supremacy  over  the  Church  of  the^e 
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realms :  it  would  violate  the  condittong  of  both     ^®^^- 
Unipns  with  Scotland  and  With  Ireland ;  and  to 
tender  to  his  Majesty  a  bill  of  that  import  for  his 
ro}^!  assent,  would  be  to  iusiilt  him  by  suppbsin^ 
him  capable  of  violating  his  coronation  oath. 
Mr.  Grattan  rose  to  defend  the  Catholics  frorii  mi  .  Gn*» 

tan. 

Dr.  Duigenan's  attack,  and  the  Protestant  froth 
his  defence.  The  question  for  their  cousideraCioiv^ 
was  not,  as  the  learned  Member  had  stated,  wbe^ 
they  should  how  privilege  or  still  keep  disqttalifieii 
some  few  ^oman  Catholic  Gentlemen  for  sieat"S  in 
Parliament,  or  certain  offices  in  the  State:  but 
whether,  they  would  impart  to  a^  fifth  portion  of 
the  population  of  their  Eluropean  Empire  a  cooi 
munity  in  that,  which  was  tlie  vital  principle  and 
strength,  and  thus  confirm  the  integrity,  and  aug* 
ment  the  power  of  the  Empire.  He  had  emphati- 
cally said,  that  the  pedplb  of  Ireland  tb  be  good 
Catholics  must  be  bad  subjects:  that'  the  Irisli 
Catholic  is  not,  never  was  and  nevier  can  be  a  faith- 
ful subject  to  a  Protestant  English  King.  .  Thus 
has  he  pronounced  agairist  his  countrymen  three 
cui-ses :  eternal  war  with  each  other :  eternal  war 
with  England:  eternal  peace  witli  France.  He 
fully  ahsWered  the  doctrihil  paits  of  Dr.  Duige- 
nan's  speech,  and  concluded,  that  as  the  Catholic 
religion  was  profeissed  hf  above  two-thirds  bf  all 
Christendom,  it  would  follow,  that  thristianity 
was  in  general  a  curse :  but  of  his  own  country- 
men he  hdd  added,  that  thi?y  UTrd  depraved  by  re- 
ligion, arid  reridfered  pdrversfe  by  nativity*  that  is 
to  say  actording  to- hiit^,  blasted  bt  their  Creator 
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Ko^  and  damned. l;y  U^eir  Redeemer.      Mi\  G rattan 
closed  an  animat^I  detail  of  the  evils  of  the  pfO- 
scriptive  system  with  observing,  that  if  they  wished 
to  strip  rebellion  of  its  hopes,  and  France  of  \\ct 
expectations,    they  shpuld  reform    their  policy: 
they  would  gain  a  victory  over  the  enemy,  wliea 
they  gained  a.  conquest  over  themselves.     lie  tlipn 
entered  into  an  interesting  history  of  the  conduct 
of  Government,  of  late  years  towards  the  body  of 
Irish  Catholics.     "  That  governmeatin  the  Sum- 
mer of  1 7P2  had  ^Dt  instructions  (he  knew  the 
fact  to  be  so)  to  the  Grand  Juries  to  enter  into 
resolutions  against  the  claims  of  the  Catholics. 
Their  leading  Minister  himself  at  one  of  the 
comnty  meetings  took  ^  memorable  post  of  piib- 
"  licity  and  hostility  to  them.     When  the  petitioa 
**  of  the  Catholics  was  recommended  in  the  King's 
*^  Speech  of  1793,  one  of  the  wisest  ever   made 
**  from  the  throne,  he  remembered  Ministers  at 
"  first  took  no  notice  of  that  recommendation,  and 
"  that  be  had  the  honor  of  moving  that  clause  in 
the  address,  which  referred  to  that  passage  in  the 
speech:,  but  tlife  Irish   Minister  answered  the 
"  King,  and  with  unmeasured  severity  attacked 
♦*  the  petitioners."    In  the  progress  of  tJie  bill, 
that  Minister  publicly  asserted,  that  as  long  as  the 
Catholics  should  adhere,  to  their  religious  opinions, 
they  never  cQuld  be  toyal,  but  would  ever  hate  his 
Majesty  and  the  Government.     Nay  more— whilst 
that  bill  \vas  on  its  passage,  the  Irish  Government 
attempted  to  hang  the  leading  men  amongst  the 
petitioners:  and  accprdipgly  Mr.   Bird  and  Mr. 
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Hamil  \srttthy  Jheirordert,  indicted  for  a  capital  ,J?^ 
offence,  defefMerism.    They  were  triumphahtly  acr 
quitted,  and  so"  flagriritly  were  the  suborn^cJi  wit- 
nesses pferjartd,  that  the  Judge  of*  assize .  recoiii- 
meAcled  a  prosecution  against  theiii.  .  Those  were 
amon^t  the  causes,  why  the  repeal  of  17Sf3  dicl  not 
satisfy.     In  addition  to  which  the  Irish  (jfovern-' 
ment  tofbk  care,  Ihit  tlie  Irish  CafhoFica  should  re- 
ceiVe  lid' penefit,  Apposing  them  by  their  k down 
partizans  and  dependants  in  the  Corporsltion  of 
Dublin,  tli/hefi  they  sought  fpr  the  fi^edoni  of  tlie 
city,  atlif '  lidmissidit    tQ  certaih   situations,   from 
which  they  Wer6  no  longer  proscribed  by  the  law 
of  the  larid-.  *  Mr.  Grattan  then  referred  to  the 
speeches  delivered  and  publishefl  about  that  time 
by  Minister  atld  servants  of  the  Irish  Government, 
and  persisted  in  and  delivered  since.     There  they 
would  see  an  attack  on  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
Irish,  frorii  the  time  of  their  addresses  for  free  trade, 
such  as  were  glorious,  as  well  as  such  as  were  in- 
temperate without  discrimination  or  moderation. 
There  they  would  see  the  Irish  Ministry  engaged 
in  a  wretched  squabble  with  the  Catholic'  Commit* 
tee,  and  that  Committee  replying  upon  that  Mi- 
nistry, and  degrading  it  more  than  it  had  degraded 
itselK     Tliey  would  further  perceive  the  Members 
of  th^t  Ministry  urging 'their  charges  againsjjt  the 
Members  of  that  Committee  to  disqualify  other. 
Catholics,  who  were  not  of  that  Committed,  but 
who  opposed  it :  so  that  by  their  measures  against 
pne  part  of  the  Catholics,    and  their  invective 
vox,,  ir.    '   '  '     K 
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1805.    against  the  other,  they  took  care  to  alienate,  asi 
far  afe  in  them  lay  the  whole  body.     The  fact  was, 
the  project  of  conciliation  in  1793  recommended 

in  the  speech  from  the  throne  .was  diefeated  by.  the 

•  .  ..»      «...  ..  ■•< 

Irish  Cabinet,  which  was  at  that  time  on  that  sub- 
ject in  opposition :  and  being  incensed  at  the  Bri- 
tish Cabinet  for  the  countenance  aiforded  to  the 
,  Catholics,  punished  the  latter,  and  sowtd  those 
seeds,  which  afterwards  m  conjijnction  \yit}i  other 
causes,  produced  the  rebellion. 

The  same  policy,  which  had  made  ^  England  a 
great  people,  would  do  the  $aine  for  Ir^ancf. .  In- 
calculable was  the  mischief,  which  the  sj^stem  of 
proscription  produced  upon  thecowntry..  Irrepa- 
rable was  the  injury  done  to. the  polfcy,  morals  and 
peace  of  the  country  by  persecution,  and  encou- 
raging the  little  man  of  blood  to  raise  himself  into 
power  and  consequence  by  hafassing.and  vexing  his 
countrymen.  Yet  was  it  impossible  for  one  part  of 
society  to  afflict  the  other,  without  paying  the  pe- . 
nalty  of  feeling  the  consequencp  of  its  own  bad 
passions  on  itself*.  When  the  spirit  of  religious 
discord  descended  to  the  Ibwer  order,  and. the  ho- 
liday  became  a  riot,  and  when  the  petty  Magis-^ 
trate  turned  chapmaii  and  dealer  in  politics,  turned 
theolos^ian  and  robber,  made  for  himself  a  situa- 
tion  in  the  country  formed  out  of  the  monstrous 
lies  he  told  of  h^s  Catholic  neighbours,  fabricated 
false  panics  of  insurrection  and  invasion,  then 
walked  forth  the  man  of  blood,  and  atrocities,^ 
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which  He  durst  not  cftrnmH  in  his  o^  name,  he?  v;,^*^  j 

perpetrated  for  tht  honor  of  his  King  and  in  the  ,         } 

name  of  his  Maker.     Much  falsehood  had  been 
uttered  aboutthe  incivilization  of  Ireland.     If  any 
thing  could  delay  her  perfect  civilization,  it  was 
the  religious  animosity  kept  up  by  prescriptive  dis- 
tinction.    *V  Examine,  said  he,  all  the  causes  of 
'Miuman  misery,    the   tragic  machinery  6f   the 
"  globe>  and  the  instruments  of  civil  rage  and 
."  domestic  murder,  and  you  find  no  'dsemonism 
"  like  it,  because   it  privileges  all  the  rest  and 
*'  amalgamates  with  infidelity  as  well  as  murder; 
"  and  conscience,  which  restrains  other  vices,  be- 
."  comesiaprompter  htere.     In  all  this  debate,  we 
"  Bfgwe,  as  if  we  had  but  one  enemy,  the  Catho- 
.'*  lie  }i.and  we  forget,  the  French.     I  now  say  to 
*'  you;. .as  I. formerly  did.  to  the  Irish  Parliament, 
".Tl>e  prist  you  take. is  uhfevourable:  a  position, 
'*  that  would  keep  France  in*  check,  and.  Ireland 
"  in  thraldom,  to  be  held  against  the  power  of  one 
"  eoutitry  and  the  freedom  of  the  other."    There 
.were  three  systems  for  Ireland  :  one,  siich  as  Pri- 
mate  Boulter  has  tilisclosed :  a  people  at  vai^iance  on 
account  of  religion,  that*  the  Government  might 
he  strong  and  the  country  weak  i  a  system,  such  a 
one  as  prei^ailed,    when  he   (Mr.  Grattan)  had 
broken  h^r  chain,  which  made  the  Minister  too 
strong  for  the  constitutiota,  and  the  country  too 
weak  fpr  the  enemy :  a  system,  which  one  of  its 
advocates  had  described,  when  he  said  the  Pro- 
testants of  ^Ireland  were  a  garrison  in  an  en^my*s 
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ms^^  country,  an^  wWqb  ainrthqr  gentfemn  ttad  d^ 
scribed,  when  he  considered,  Ireli^nd  as  a  cdput, 
mortuum:  but  that  system  had  failed :  it  ought  W» 
have  failed:  it  wae  a  pftiUy  Gov^inineikt,  and  a 
party  God«     It)  advertiijig:  tp  the  late  Parliament 
of  Ireland,  h^  h^,  he  said^  ai  paxental  recoltec* 
tipn  of  t^t  asspmbljf .  ,I^e  bad[  .attended  hev  oradW 
^d  followed  her  hearse;*    I|) .  1 4  yearn,  she  had'  ac- 
quired, for  Itelandy  what;  tb^^y  had  not  obtained  for 
£ngland<  ip  a  century :  freedom  ^i\  trade,'  indepeiw 
dancy  of  the  Iiegislatureand  of  the  Judges,  resto- 
ration of  final  judicature,  j(fpeaI:of  a  perpetual  mu- 
tiny bill,  tufbcasi  corpus  ^ct)  nullum  tempos  act; 
a  great  work.     B^t  whe,9.4;he  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land rejected  tber  Catholic  petition,  and. assented 
to  the  c^umnies  utti?r0d  against  the  Catholic  body^ 
op  tibat  day  »\^  voted  the  Union :  and  should  tbey 
adopt  ^  similar  conduct)-  cm  tbi^  day  thegr  would 
vote  the  sepai^on*    He  was  surpiiaed  to  se6  tbem 
running  about  like  grown  up  ohildrea  ia  search  of 
old  prejuci^iqes,  pri^ferringp  to,  buy  foreign  allien  by 
subsidies,  rather  than,  to  subsidize  felflow  subject;^ 
by  privileges^    I;f e  figured  them  then  drawir  out 
16  against  .^.  millions,  and. paralyzing  one^fifth  of 
their  own  Qumbc^rs.by  excUtdiog  them  from  some  * 
of  the  pripqipal  benefiti)  of  their  constitution^  at  the 
very  tin>e>.  :they  said,  all  their  nuaibers  were  ihade*** 
quale,  unle^^s,  inspired  %y   those  veiy  privileges. 
Such  a  systerP  could  nut  last:  if  the  two  islands, 
renoupcedi  all  national  prejudices,  they  would  form 
a  strong' EnipirQ  in.the  Westto  check,  perhaps  ul- 
timately to  confound  the. ambition  of  the  eneniy. 
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He  knew  the  soundness  of  the  ground,  upon  which  ^^^' 
lie  stood^  whether  thjey,  whom  he  constituted  his 
Judges,  applied  k  to  constitution,  \vhere  it  was 
fieedom,  to  Empirei  where  it  was  strength,  or  to 
religion,  where  it  was  light  The  opposite  princi. 
pie,  proscription  and  discord,  had  made  in  Ireland 
not  oaty  war,  but  eren  peace  calamitous :  witness 
the  oiie>  that  followed  the  victories  of  King  Wil- 
liam :  to  the  Catholics  a  sad  servitude,  to  the  Pro- 
testant a  drunken  triumph,  to  both  a  peace  with- 
out trade  and  without  constitution,  .  He  reminded 
them  pf  the  rebellion  of  1798,  when  the  enemy 
wa9  mustering  her  expeditions  in  consequence  of 
die  state  of  Ireland :  twenty  millions  lost,  one 
farthjng  of  which  did  not  tell  in  Empire,  and 
blood  barbarously,  boyishly,  and  most  ingloriously 
expended.  He  conjured  them  to.  do,  what  then 
wias  in  their  powers  to  put  an  eud  to  the  proscrip-  ^ 
tive  system,  which  was  the  cause  of  all  those  mi- 
series. *  It  would  be  miserable  for  them  afterwards; 
should  any  thing  untoward  happeo,-  to  say,  we  did 
not  foresee  danger  ^  against  other  dangers,  against 
the  Pope,  we  were  impregnable :  but  if  instead  of 
providing  against  dangers,  whibh  were  not,  they 
would  provide  against  dangers,  which  were,  the 
remedy  was  in  their  hands ;  the  franchises  of  the 
constitution. 

The  Attorney  General  (Mr.  Percival)  opposed  JJ[;  ^^T 
the  motion  upon  the  grounds,  that  if  the  Catho- 
lics were  once  admitted  to  offices  of  the  StaCte,  tbey 
would  soon  become  the  State  itself:  they  would 
never  rest  satisfiedi    till  they  had  recovered  the« 
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.  ^^^^  whole  of  that  establishment,  which  they  possessed 
before  the  Reformation.  '  It  was  natural :  and  if  he 
lived  in  a  Gathdlic  country',  he  should  wish  and  do 
all  he  could  to  establish  therfe  his  own  religion.  He 
strongly  insisted^  that  the  motion  went  directly  to 
infringe  the  5th  article  of  tlie  Union.  He  de- 
iscanted  upon  ^  the  plenitude  of  the  toleration  en- 
joyed by  the  Catholics :  and  asserted,  that  every 
other  Dissenter  from  the  Established  Church  was 
excluded  equally  with  the  Roman  Catholic  ♦.  He 
remarked  the  indisposition  of  the  House  to  listen  to 
*  him :  which  he  was  not  stirprized  at :  for  he  was 

conscious,  that  after  the  blaze  of  Mr.  G rattan's 
ete^uence,  every  thing  which;  ftU  from  him  must 
appear  vapid  and  uninteresting.'  '  Had  he  been  in 
the  Irish  Parliament,  he  never  would  have  coh-^ 
sented  to  grant  the  elective  franchise,  nor  the  esta- 
blishment of  May  nooth  for  educating  the  Catholic 
clergy.  '  ^     '  '     , 

« 

Mr.  Aiex-  ^^*  AlexaHdei%  though  not  insensible  to  the 
•iiuer.  jiowiers  of  Mr.  G  rattan's 'eloquence,  would  not  be 
awed  out  of  the  duty  he  owed  his  own  conscience, 
the  Crown,  and  his  country.  Bat  he  could  not 
forget,  that  he  ofteh  witnessed  those  talents  em- 
ployed successfully  in  beating  down  the  laws  and^ 
constitution  of  his  country.  Upon  a  general  burst 
of  indignation  at  hearing  such  an  assertion,  Mr. 
Alexander  explained  ;  by  not  attributing  the  effects 

,  *  It  is  impos8ible  to  conceive  that  Mr.  Percival  could  then 
have  been  igaorant^  that  Protestant  Dissenters  always  were  ad- 
missible to  Parliament :  and  that  id  Ireland  the  ^acramentai  test 
had  been  long  abolished  in  their  favour. 
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]m>duced  by  his  eloquence  to  any  intention  in  Mr.  yj^^tj 
Grattan:  but  be  had- painted  the  physical  powers 
of  the  country  and  their  imaginary  grievances  in 
«uch  glowing  colouring,  that  the  people  thought 
they  had  just  motives  for  risings,  and  strength  to 
accomplish  their  ol^ect    And  that  Hon.  Member's 
coiiduct  and  sentiments  prevented  his  taking  any 
share  in  putting  down  that  rebellion  ;,  or  manifest-    * 
ing  any  active  loyalty,  or  exposing  himself  as  other  * 
gentlemen  did  to  common  exertions,  common  in- 
conveniencies  and  -common  dangers.     He  felt  it 
therefore  his  duty  on  the  present  occasion  to  with-- 
stand  all  impressions  made  upon  his  mind  by  the 
talents  and  reputation  of  Mr.  Grattan.     He  spoke 
at  great  length,  travelled  over  the  old  field  of  doc- 
trinal otgectipns,  minutely  detailed  the  effects  of 
excommaBicatTon,  and  maintained  that  papestry 
uas  at  that  hour  more  formidlMble  in  Ireland,  than 
it  ever  had  been.  Upoftfnequent  importunate  cries 
for  the' questi^n^  the  Hott^e' ac^oiirned  at  three 
o'clock;-    '    •'  '  '  ••'/•^    '     'i  •  ''''"      /' 

On  the  14th  of  May,  Mr.  Wm.  Smith  opened  j^^  ^„ 
the  adjourned  i  debate :  he  rested  liis  arguments  ih*"^^- 
favour  of  tlie  motion  upon*  the  abstract  rights  of  ' 
religious  frfiedem  of  donscience,  the  political  jus- 
tice and  necessity  of  ^he  measure,  and  the  flagrant 
and  malicious  fklsitycf  the  calumnies  uttered  in 
that  debate  agaipst  the  Catholic  body.     In  answer 
to  all  the>  a.ttempts  'to,,imp^ach  their  loyalty  and 
shake  their  credibility  op  oath;:Jieheld  in.his  hand 
a  book  contsaiiniug  a  li«t  of -6€00  Gathdies,  who 
refused  'to  take  an  oath  ptesbiibed  fof'them  to  Go-  ' 
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y^^^  verniwnt,  which  they  poay  npt  reconcile  to  th«r 

conspjpnckis :  and  pren^f red  ev^ry  species  of  pen^^l 

proscjiptipp  anc)  exclusion,  to  which  t}\e  ref^isaicv 

poised  them.    An  irrefragable  prapf  of  tbehr  com- 

-Sjciei^tiops  ver^qity. 

Mr.  Lee.       jf^y^  ji^^  thought   thc  application   ill  timedy 

though  h^  shp^jid  vpt^  for  the  motion :  as  h^  would 
for  the  repeal  of  the  te^ t  to  tlie  Dissenters  in  £ng« 
]^^nd,  should  any  Member  move  for  it*  H^  cour 
ceived,:  that  the  Pope  by  appoiutipg  the  Catholic 
Bishops  in  Ireland,  poi^se^^d  more  pow^ic  theie^ 
thaii  he  did  in  other  Catholic  cptuutrl^s,  wher^  tb^ 
Sovpreigw  appointed  their  Siishops*  .  Th»t  be  con- 
ceived was  , maintaining,  a  sqpreni^cy^  which  of- 
right  belonged  only  tp  his  M^yesty.  He  had  sao^ 
guine  hopes,  that  if  tJie  prayer  of  the  petition  were 
granted,  the  Roman  Catholics  would  cheerfully 
give  up  that  point,  wwdl  as  make  whatevf^r  other 
reasonable  sacrifioes  the'  cir^npstauces  of  the  case 
might  be  thought,  to  require  j  for  be  must^main*' 
tain,  that  they  could  have  no  right  to  seats  in.  Par- 
liament, ¥ibils^  they  continued  to  take  their  Bi- 
shpps  from  the  hanjcl  of  any  foreign  ppwer*,  Ji^ 
e>f posed  the  vulgar  error,  uudev  whieh  I)r,  P^^geT 
nan  had  spoken  of  certal^^maps  being  prefierved 
by  the  Catholics,  by  which;  they  could  trace  the 
boundaries  of  the  estates  oi|(»e  po3si^s3ed.  by  their 

*  The  reader  is  here  reminded  of  the  note,  p.  100,  and  re- 
ferrfed  to  what  is  said  hereafter  upon  the  qnestiotr  of  the  rei6. 
That  spiritual  supremacy  of  tih£  Ptpt  ^fvos  the  only  difference  in 
the  'i?9^tioaaj,ireligipi)  iubr^uqed  l^Uke  Heforai^ioD  ,of  Henry 
Vm  ^^n(^  those  j>vere  the  o;)|y  true  Ropjan  Catholics  of  this 
country,  who  did  not  give  into  that  Reformation, 
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ancestors,  in  the  expectation  of  an  opportunity  Q^  <jy^> 
reclaiming  theno.  The  fact  wa9»  that  the  map  of 
ajl  these  forfeited  lands  was  kept  hy  tlie  Auditor  in 
the  Castle  of  Dublin,  and  was  accessible  to  every- 
man,  'who  chose  to  inspect  it,  and  was  daily  pro- 
duced in  the  Courts  to  ascertain  disputes  respect- 
ing boundaries*  That  map  was  drawn  by  Sir  Wtn, 
Petty,  after  th6  old  one  had  been  taken  away  by 
King  James  II.  and  carried  into  France,  whither 
General  Vallancey  was  sent  some  time  since  by 
Government  to  procure  a  copy  of  it :  it  is  com- 
prized in  S4  folio  volumes. 

Sir  JVm.  Scott  strongly  opposed  the  motion,  ^  wm.  ^ 
which  went  to  infringe  the  fundamental  maxims  of 
our  glorious  constitution.  A  Protestant  King  sur- 
rounded by  Catholic  Ministers  would  be  a  solecism 
ii^  fact  as  well  as  in  law  :  for  there  must  be  a  per- 
petual contradiction  between  the  duties  of  the  one 
and  the  other.  It  was  an  imiM)rtant  function  of 
the  great  officers  of  State  to  attend  with  zeal  and 
vigilance  to  the  protection  of  our  Church -esta-- 
blishment,  but  that  obligation  could  not  be  dis- 
charged by  those^  who  deemed  it  to  be  absurd* 
pernicious,  profane  and  fanatical.  He  adverted  to 
Mr.  Grattan's  intimation  of  tlie  danger  of  a  sepa- 
i^ation  of  the  Sister  islands,  if  that  motion  were 
rejected/  Mr.  Grattanm  explanation  said.  If  the 
Parliament  assented  to  the  calumny  propagated, 
that  the  Catholics  were  traitors  to  their  King  and 
country,  it  Would  lay  the  foundation  of  ^uch  a  se- 
paration.    \i  was  not  the  rejection  of  the  petition, 
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^J^^^  but  the  adoption  of  the  calumny,  to  which  he  had 

adverted. 
Dr.  taw-        2?r.  lAjRVrmct  «aid,    he   most  conscientiously 
^  voted  for  the  motion^  and  confided,  that  the  deci- 

sion of  the  House  would  be  worthy  its  liberality 
and  honorable  to  the  character  of  the  Parliament 
and  of  the  country.     In  a  very  luminous  speech  he 
entered  into  a  minute  refutation  of  the  arguments,* 
and  exposed  all  thfe  distorted^  garbled  and  false- 
quotations  of  Dr.  Duigenan,  both  from  tlie  an- 
cient councils  and'  authors,  and  from  the  modern 
worksof  Catholic  writers*.     He*  was  induced  to 
advert  particularly  to  those  pointa  in  Dr.  Duige- 
nan's  speech,  because  from  the  nature  of  liis  pro- 
fessional pursuits  he  had  occasion  to  attend  to  such 
subjects,  and  it  was  unlikely,  that  other  gentlemen 
shoqld  be  familiar  with  them. 
Mr.  Foster,     j^j.^  Fostcv  could  not  givc  a  silent  vote  consist- 
ently with  his  former  conduct  in  Ireland.     Political 
power  was  the  sole  object  of  the. petitioners:  for  in 
every  thing,  else,  they  were  uppn  a  .par  with  ^U 
their  fellow;  subjects.     They  had  heretofore  pou- 
[)led  Parliamentury  Reforyn  aiffi  Catholic  Emanci^ 
pation  as  the  two  watch  words, which  ended  in 
rebellion.     ShoMld  sQpie  score   Gatholics .  by  the^ 
'vote of  that  night  find  their  way  ii>Jo .the  Imperial 
Parliament,  apd  afterwards  feeling  their  inferiority 
n\  an  assembly  of  65.8  Members,  they  would  ra- 
pidly  augment  their  strength  by  neyv  political  re-, 
<:ruitSy  and  endeavoui.by  a  repeal  of  the.  Union  to 

9 

•  Paiticulaily  Dr.  Milner,  Dr.  Troy,  and  Mr.' Plowmen. 
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re-establish  the  Irish  Parliament.  Then  300  Ca-  ^w. 
tholic  Members  elected  by  the  majority  of  the  Irish 
population  would  resume  their  fxinctions,  and 
quickly  put  down  th*  Protestant  ascendancy,  which 
could  not  be  supported  without  the  close  Protes- 
tant boroughs.  Under  the^  Union  Act,  by  com- 
pact the  Protestant  boroughs  were  suppressed ;  and 
a  compensation  of  1,400^0001.  paid  to  Protestant 
owners,  and  not  one  shilling  to  Catholics.  The 
consequence  would  be,  that  popular  elections  would 
prevail.  In  such  case  be  left  gentlemen  to  judge 
how  long  the  spcurity  would  pontinue  for  the  Pro- 
testant establishment  in  Church  and  State,  and  the 
connection  between  the  two  countries.  If  this 
were  the  only  objection,  he  should  think  it  quite 
sufficient.  He  felt  the  full  force  of  those  conse- 
quences to  be  apprehended  from  such  a  measure, 
and  lie  trembled  *  for  the  separation  of  his  native 
country  from  that  connection  with  England,  de- 
prived of  which  he  was  convinced  slie  would  be 
neither  prosperous  nor  happy. 

Mr.  George  Ponsonby  observed,  that  one  part  Mr.  i»«i. 
of  Mr.  Foster's  speech  completely  answered  the 
other.  It  was  ridiculous  and  contemptible  to  hear 
gentlemen  argue,  that  there  must  be  danger  to  the 
constitution,  in  permitting  some  Catholics  to  ob- 
tain  seats  in  Parliament.  He  indignantly  resented 
the  foul  calumnies  and  misrepresentations  of  his 
countrymen,  which  he  had  heard  in .  that  House, 
and  heard  of  in  another  place.  .  Their  character 

^  These  sentiments  were  singular  from  the  o^outh  of  Mr.  Fos* 
ler  the  Antimionist  /  /  /  - 
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ift05.    was  the  direct  reverse.    In  probf  6f  lliat,  he  urgfcd 
that  those,  who  had  given  this  character  had  be*^ 
fore,  and  would  again  r^urn  to  Irelanrd,  and  walk 
in  the  most  perfect  security  tk  every  part  of  it :  and 
be  defied  any  person  liviug  to  prove  a  single  inr- 
fttaace^  in  which  the  peoplt;^  who  had  been  tinis 
degradtngly  traduced,  had  ever  expressed  the  least 
personal  resentment,  or  inflicted  any  personal  Ten^- 
geance.on  them.     In  speaking  of  the  body  of  the 
Irish  Catholic^,  he  said.  There  never  was  a  race  of 
men  in  Europe^   who  had  preserved  so  much  of 
'what  ytf&  good  under  so  much<  oppression.     ^'  I 
^'  know  them  well :  and  I  know  at  the  same  time, 
'*  that  whatever  there  is  good  in  thedi,  they  owe 
to  themselves :   whatever  j^  bad  hi  them,  they 
owe  to  you.     Yes,  Sir,  I  will  ^y,  it  is  owing 
^*'  to  your  bad  Government.     I  liare  many  fiiends 
and  near  connections  in  this  country,  for  whom 
I  feel  tlie  highest  respect  and  most  aflPecttonate 
regard.     I  love  this  country,    and  would   do 
*'  every  thing  in  my  power  to  serve  it,  but  i  will 
not  flatter  jt.      You    have    governed  Ireland 
badly.    That  country  has  long  appeared  to  you  ' 
in  tlie  iight'of  what  is  called  £(  bore.     You  have 
**  viewed  it  as  a  cast  off^  not  worthy  your  notice 
*'  or  regaixl :  and  So  Ministers  get  rid  of  the  trou- 
**  hie  of  it,  thev  care  not  how.'^    He  was  sur- 
prized,  that  the  petitioners  were  Catholics.     He 
thought  the-  Protestants  ought  to  iia%T  voluntarily 
brought  it  forward.     It  would  have  produced  the 
happiest  effects,   and   have   shewn  a  .confidence 
highly  Iiouarahle  to  tlieuu     "  Povyer  is  in  itself  at 
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"  ali  times  dangerous :  but  when  you  suffer  one  ^!^^ 
"  sect  to  lord  it  over  another,  you  cannot  wonder, 
"  that  the  feelings  become  warm  and  animated, 
**  and  discojitents  and  jealousies  are  the  conse* 
*'  quenee;" 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Pitt)  Mr.  Rtt. 
was-lkvourably  disposed  to  the  general  principle  of 
the'  question,  hit  differing  in  many  points  from' 
t^ose,  who  bad  introduced  and  supported  the -mo* 
tion,  he  tihought  fit  to  observe,  that  he  had  never 
considered  the  question,  as  involving  any  claim  of 
right.  Right  was  totally  independent  of  circum- 
atanoes:  expediency  included  the  consideration  of 
circnmsfa^ces,  a«d  was  wholly  dependent  upon 
them^  Upon  the  principle  of  expediency  he  felt, 
that  entertaining  as  he  did,  a  wish  for  the  repeal 
of  the  whole  penal  code,  and  a  regret,  that  it  had 
not^  been  abolished,  he  felt,  that  in  no  possible  case^ 
before  the  Union,  could  those  privileges  have  been 
granted  to  the  Catholics  with  safety  to  the 
existing  Protestant  establishment  in  Church  and 
State.  After  that  measure,  be  saw  the  matter 
i»  a  different  light :  and  thougli  certainly  no  pledge 
were  ever  given  to  the  Qatholics,  that  their  claimj^ 
should  be  granted  ;  yet  he  had  no  hesitation  in  re-t 
neating,  what  his  speech  in  fSOO  for  the  Union 
(which  he  adtnitted  to  be  a  genuine  record  of  bis 
$fntiments)  imported  :  that*  if  it  w^^re  found  right 
to  grant  the  Catholic  claims^  they  might  be  then 
granted  with  more  safety  to  the  Protestant  in-  * 
terest,  or  rgccted  with  less  danger  to  the  tran(}i,Ti!- 
lity  of  Ireland,  than  if  that  country  bad  continued 
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2^^  under  a  local  legislature.  An  united  Parliament 
might  so  graiit  the. boon,  as  to  rendei^at  safie  to  the 
country, .  effectual  to  those,  who  shquld  receive, 
innocent  to  those,  by  whom^it  should  be. confer- 
red, and  conducive  to  the  strength,  unanimity  and 
prosperity  of  the  Empire.  Such  had  *been,  4nd 
such  were  his  sentiments.;  If  from  a  concurrence 
of  circumstances  it  were  then  expedient  to  grant 
thein,  and  by  a  wish  he  could  carry  that  measure 
into  effect,  he  saw  no  ration:al  objection,  nor  did 
he  entertain  those  fears,  which  others  expressed 
of  danger  from  it  to  the  establishment  inChurch  and 
State.  He  thought  at  all  events,  that  the  conces- 
sions to  the  Catholics,  should  be  accompanied  with 
new  checks  and  guards  for  the  established  cQQSti- 
tution :  checks  not  applying  to  tl>e  Catholic^  as 
Catholics,  with  such  teats  as  would  be  a  secijrity. 
against  the  principles,  ou  which  the  rebellion  bad 
originated.  It  seemed  also  ej^pedient,  to  provide 
some  guards  against  the  evil  influence,  which  the 
bigotry  of  Priests  might  prompt  them  to  exercise 
over  the  lower  orders.  For  that  purpose  he  was 
desirous,  that  measures  should  be  adopted  tpjcon- 
ciliate  the  Priests  themselves  with  the  Government, 
by  making  them  in  some  degree  dependent  upom 
it,  and  thus  rendering  them  links  to  connect  the 
Government  witli  the  lower  classes  of  society,  in- 
sjtead  of  being  the  means  of  separation  and  agita- 
tors, who  by  infusing  their  prejudices  would  di- 
vide the  Catholic  from  the  Protestant,  and  alienate 
hiui  from  his  duty.  Thus  would  the  Catholics  be 
satisfied,  and  the  Protestant's  safe.     Such  werejiis 
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general  views  of  that  important  subject :  and  had  Jf^ 
it  been  possible  to  obtain  that  general  concurrence, 
which  was  necessary  to  carry  such  a  system  into 
effect  with  the  assistance  of  abler  men  to  digest 
and  mature  <^t|,  inst^fl  of  weakening,  hew^ascon* 
fident  it  wQuld  h^ve.encreased  the  security  of  tke 
establishmeijits/lin  Ireland  both  of  Church  and 
State.  But  he  stated 'those  measures,  not  as  the 
result  of  any|>l^'dge;  though  he- readily  admitted, 
they  were  tlie  conseqi^ep^c^s  of  the  general  reason- 
ing urged  in  favor,  of  tl^e  Union»  apd  that  a  very 
natural  expectation  was  entertained,  that  the  mea« 
sure  would  havp  been  immediately  brought  forwan^ 
after  tbe.Ui^ip^*  He  spokp  for  himself  alone. 
Others  must  judge,  respecting  their  own  conduct 
for  themselves.  He  did  not  feel  himself  called 
upon  to  make  any  more  detailed  explanation,  than 
he  foroierly  had.  He  never  could,  wlnlst  those 
circumsunces  existed,: -to  which  he  had  very  intel- 
ligibly alluded,  beqom^  a  party  to.  the. agitation, 
far  less  to  the  pressing  of  a  measure,  to  the  success 
of  which  there  was  irresistible  obstQck-  Should 
the  question  not  be  carried,  and  h^  saw  no  pro* 
bahility,  that  it  would,  the  only  effeqc  of  agitating 
it,  would  be  to  excite  )iopes  which  would  never  lie 
gratified^  and  to  givft  f ise  tp  expectations,  which 
were  sure  to  termip^te  in  disappointment.       .  •. 

He  next  tQok  .^$ip|her  line  of  argument.     They.^ir  PHt 
were  anxious  to  couciliatci  the  Catholics,  but  let  "^^  " 
them  not  in  sp  doing  irritate  d.  much  larger  por- 
tion of  their  fellow  subjects.     Whilst  they  thcw 
together  the  bonds„;  which  united  one  class  of  the 
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^J^[^  population,  let  them  not  give  offence  fa  anotheif 
part  of  it,  whose  loyalty  and  attacliment  had  long 
been  utidoubted.  He  should  dfsguise  the  truth,  rf 
he  did  not  say  the  pTevaiUng  opinion  against  the 
petition  was  strong  and  rooted.  He  applied  to 
Mr.  G rattan,  the  splendour  of  whose  doquencelie 
extolled,  to  answer,  what  wonld  b^- the  result  of 
agitathig  the  question.  The  sujJportets  of  it  had 
contended,  that  if  there  were  any  ch-cunistances 
arising  out  of  religious  opinions,  which  inflamed 
the  Catholics  in  tl>e  rebellion  of  1798,  they  were 
solely  attributable  to  th^  drsappointmint  of  those 
hopes  of  emancipation,  which  Lord  Fitewilliatiti  had 
encouraged.  The  anticipation  of  th^  like  conse- 
quences, made  him  lament  the  agitatJon  ef  the 
question  at  that  m^omrent.  He  should  therefdre 
act  contrary  to  all  sense  of  bis  duty,  and  inebii- 
sistently  with  the  original  line  he  had  marked  for 
his  conduct,  were  he  to  counttefaanee  that  petition 
in  any  shape,  or  to  withhold  giving  his  negative  t& 
the  proposition  for  going  ifjto  the  Committee. 

Mr.  wyn^T  Mr.  fVtfn'dkam  eonsrdcred  the  question'  to  be  a 
natural«and  immediate  consequence  of  the  legisla- 
tive  Union :  and  one,  to  which  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  were  certainly  taught  to  look  forward  in 
the  course  of  all  the  arguments  used  in  favor  of 
that  measure,  both  in  arid  out  of  Parliament.  He 
had  long  been  convinced,  tfeat  by  that  measure 
alone  the  great  union  of  Pmtestant  and  Catliolic 
could  be  brought  about.  He  had  originally  strong 
objections  to  the  measure  of  Union,  and  he  became 
ic:couciled  to  it  only  ^ipon  the  idea,  that  all  disabi^ 
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lities  attaching  on  the  Catholics  were  to  be  re-    ^^^^• 
moved,  and  that  the  whole  population  would  thus 
become  united  in  interests  and  affections.     But 
finding  impediments  raised  to  the  measure  stronger, 
than  he  ha^  apprehended,  he  relinquished  the  Ad* 
ministration^  because  he  thought  the  measure  in- 
dispensable to  the  safety  of  the  Empire:  and  he 
had  seen  nothing  since  to  make  him  change  his 
opinion.     Mr.  Pitt  had  avowed,  that  iiis  opinion 
was  then  the  same :  and  surely  if  it  were  expe- 
dient in  1801,  it  was  incalculably  more  so,  at  that 
moment.     No  great  measure  could  be  expected  to 
be  adopted  unanimously,  especially  if  any  religi- 
ous prejudices  were  to  be  combated.     He  denied 
the  fair  sense  of  the  British  nation  to  be  against 
the  measure ;  and  lamented,  that  a  factitious  cry 
had  been  raised  against  it  by  some  interested  and 
dependent  persons  and  mercenary  newspapers.   He 
deprecated  and   solemnly  protested  against  Mr, 
Pitt's  arguments  as  unparliamentary,  unconstitu- 
tional and  dangerous  :  and  professed  his  firm  reso- 
lution to  persevere  in  that  object,  which  he  consi- 
dered best  calculated  for  the  safety  of  that  very 
Protestant  establishment,  to  which  it  was  said  to 
be  inimical :  he  had  the  strongest  hope,  anxiety 
and  confidehce,  that  the  period  was  not  far  re- 
mote, when  that  House  would  see  the  justice  and 
sound  policy  of  conceding  that  salutary,  wise  and 
beneficent  measure. 

Sir  John  Newport  rose  to  submit  to  the  House  a  gj^  j^j^^^ 
very  strong  case  in  point,  which  would  put  the  ^^^i?**^^' 

VeU  II.  I*  ^ 
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1805.  matter  in  a  new  light>  ah^  open  untrodden  ground 
of  precedent  The  States  of  Hungajy  rescimbled 
our  Gonstitution  more  closely,  than  any  other  con- 
tinental establishment.  They  formed  a  population 
of  above  7,000,000,  and  had  for  centuries  suffered 
all  the  evils  of  being  divided  by  religion,  distracted 
by  the  difference  of  their  tenets,  and  r^trictions  on 
account  of  them.  At  length  in  1791,  at  the  most 
violent  crisis  of  disturbance,  a  Diet  was  convened, 
at  which  a  decree  was  passed,  by  which  full  free- 
dom of  religion^  faith,  worship  and  education  was 
secured  to  every  sect  without  exception.  The  testa 
and  oaths  were  rendered  unobjectionable  to  any 
native  Hungarian,  be  his  religion  what  it  would  : 
and  then  came  the  clause,  which  gave  them  pre- 
cisely what  these  petitioners  have  in  contemplation. 
That  "  the  public  offices  and  honours,  whether 
"  high  or  low,  great  or  small,  should  be  given  to 
"natural  born  Hungarians,  who  had  deserved  well 
"  of  their  country  and  possessed  the  other  requ-i-^ 
*^  site  qualifications,  without  any  respect  to  their 
"  religion."  That  Diet  cpnsisted  of  nearly  400 
members,  with  a  splendid  civil  establishment  for 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion.  The  measure  wa& 
adopted  in  a  most  critical  moment,  and  it  had  sue- 
cessfully  passed  an  ordeal  of  14  revolutionary 
years,  equal  in  fact  to  tlie  trial  of  a  century  less 
disturbed  and  agitated.  That  falsified  the  asser- 
tion made  in  the  petition  from  the  city  of  Dublin, 
that  the  Irish  Catholics  were  placed  on  a  footing 
of  political  power  not  enjoyed  by  any  other  Dis- 
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amtefs ifeom ^fe  establifiihed  reifgioii  in  any  othft  y}^^ij 
State  of  fEuf  ope. 

Mr.  Maurice  Fitzgerald  Mpported  the  mt^tion  :  Mr.  m, 
and  soleint)l|y  declared,  th^t  when  he  voted  for  '^^^""^ 
Union  in  the  Irish  Paiiiataient,  it  Was  in  view  and 
•contemplation  of  tha^  measfure ;  for  no  man  could 
Jeay,  that  the  impression  then  ihade  on  the  Ca- 
tholic mind,  was,  that  Ministers  as  well  as  Opposi<- 
tioa  were  in  favor  of  thenr^claims.  They  expected 
ef  eourse,  that  nnK;h  more  attaition  would  be 
paid  to  them  now. 

Cdonel  ArcMall  asserted,  that  the  bulk  of  the  coionei 
Roman  Catholics  was  not  anxious  about  the  result 
of  the  question :  if  the  cause  were  a  good  one,  it 
had  been  very  ill  conducted  :  and  he  ga\iB  the  mo- 
tion his  decided  negative. 

Hon.  H,  Augustus  Dillon  denied,  that  the  ques-  Mr.  duiob. 
tiott  involved  a  party  measure.  It  affected  the 
safety  of  Ireland  and  the  vitality  of  the  Empire. 
The  hearts  of  the  Irish  people  had  been  alienated 
by  martial  law  and  the  suspension  of  the  habeas 
corpus  act,  and  by  other  severities  and  oppressions. 
Were  that  measure  allowed  to  pass,  such  expedi- 
ents would  cease  to  be  necessary,  and  the  mass  of 
a  brave  and  grateful  peoplfe  would  present  a  firm, 
an  iron  bulwark  for  the  protection  of  the  country  ^ 

against  the  designs  of  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Shaw  said,  that  painful  as  it  was  to  him  to  Mn  suwr 
oppose  the  motion,  he  must  do  it  in  obedience  to 
the  instructions  of  his  constituents  (the  citizens  of 
Dublin).     With  them  he  was  embarked  in  one 

l2 
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^»05.  bottom.  He  deprecated  any  idea  hostile  to  the  in- 
terests of  his  Catholic  countrymen,  or  doubtful  of 
their  loyalty :  yet  he  \vould  remark,  that  the  peti- 
tion certainly  held  out  an  indirect  threat,  that  if, 
the  prayer  of  it  were  not  acceded  to,  the  enemy 
might  not  look  in  vain  for  the  aid  of  disaffection 
should  the  occasion  offer.  He  wished  all  civil  dis- 
tinctions to  be  done  away  in  his  country :  but  that 
could  only  be,  when  the  Catholic  should  be  re- 
lieved from  the  odium  and  suspicion  derived  from 
his  foreign  connections  and  influences,  and  when 
the  directing  head  of  his  Church  should  not  be  the 
instrument  and  slave  of  that  sanguinary  despot, 
who  is  the  implacable  foe  of  the  constitution  and 
liberties  of  the  Empire. 

Mr.H.Ad.      Mr.  Hiky  Addivgton  attempted  to  explain  a 

*"^^°'     quotation  made  by  Mr.  Fox  from  a  speech  of  his 

brother  (Lord  Sidmouth)  op  a  former  occasion : 

and  added,  that  thii$  was  a  call  for  a  revolution  in 

the  repeal  of  some  of  the  wisest  laws  of  the  land. 

Mr.  J.  La.  Mr.  Johu  Lfitouche  differed  from  a  great  part  of 
his  constituents  in  supporting  the  motion :  being 
convinced,  that  it  would  tend  to  confirm  the  esta- 
blishment, and  strengthen  the  foundations,  upon 
which  the  security  of  the  Empire  rested. 

Sir  J.  Cox  Sir  John  Cox  Hippesley  by  way  of  meeting  the 
'pp«ey.  objections  of  those,  who  opposed  the  motion  upon 
the  ground  of  its  incompatibility  with  tl>e  corona- 
tion oath,  mentioned,  that  the  constitution  of  Cor- 
sica, as  ratified  by  his  Majesty,  stipulated,  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  rehgion  in  all  its  evangelical  pu- 
rity (such  were  the  words  of  the  act)  should  be 
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the  only  national  religion  of  Corsica,  and  all  others  ^^^f 
tolerated  :  and  that  Parliament  should  concert  the 
discharge  of  the  functions  of  the  Bishops  with  the 
See  of  Rome.  His  Majesty  also  in  the  year  1794 
appointed  Mr.  Mac  Donald  a  Roman  Catholic 
Priest,  Chaplain  to  a  Cath6lic  Fencible  Regiment 
raised  in  Great  Britain. 

Lard  De  Blaquiere  opposed  the  motion  as  calcu-  loni  Be 
lated  to  injure  the  highest  interests.     It  would  ei* 
ther  produce  union,  happiness  and  peace,  or  deluge 
the  streets  with  blood. 

Mr.  (X  H.  Hutchinson  supported  the  motion  Mr.  ch. 
and  vindicated  the  character  of  his  traduced  coim-  Mr.  Haw-  ' 
try  men.     Mr.  Hawthorne  lamented,  that  the  ques-  sir  w!'dou 
tion  should  be  agitated  without  a  prospect  of  sue- ***^ 
cess ;  he  however. would  vote  for  the  motion :  con- 
vinced, that  the  t:ompliance  with  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  was  essentially  necessary  to  the  peace  and 
repose  of  Ireland,  the  stability  of  the  Union  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  and  the  safety  and  secu-^ 
rity  of  the  Empire  at  large.     «Si>  fV.  Dolben  op^ 
posed  the  motion.     He  admitted,  that  the  balance 
of  talent  and  ingenuity  were  in  favor  of  the  peti- 
tion :  but  the  force  of  argument  and  public  prin- 
ciple against  it. 

Mr.  Fox  closed  this  important  debate  with  his  i^jr.  fox. 
reply.  As  to  the  time  of  bringing  forward  the 
petition/  he  had  no  defence  to  offer,  whatever  im- 
putation might  be  brought  against  him.  There 
was  no  time  of  his  life,  when,  if  any  sort  of  men 
applied  to  him  to  support  a  petition  in  favour  of 
religious* liberty,  he  would  not  comply  with  their 
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^«<>5-    rcqHC».t    If  Mr.  Pitt*5  opinioa  were,  toihe  fc^vTr 
cd,  apd  if  Qvpry.  thipg  wierc.  to  bei  conisideredi  ai 
parity:  trickf  a*  h^h^d  termed  the  bringing  forward > 
that  lAeasure^  beicause  it  was  not  expected  to  be' 
attended  with: success^  the  constitution  would-be 
rendered;  singular^  indeed,  ajid   the  whole,  of  his 
(Mr.  Fox*s)  life  wbuld  have.boen  in  repugnance  to: 
hi3  opinions  and:  the.  constitution  of.  his,  country. 
He,  popitedly  remarkied,  how  materially  Mu  Pitt's 
conducxtidiffei^ed  in.lSOi  from  what  it  bad  ibeen  iu; 
1801,   Yet  he  would  have  the  Catholica  beKeye,  he 
still. retained  all  the  same  opinions  and  sentinfieats 
in  their  regard  now,  that  he  had  accepted  of  place, 
as  when  he  decl^red^^.  that  on  that  aQcouQLt  he  ccmld 
not. hold  it     Bat r when  the  Catholics  hind. been 
forced  to  believe,  he  had  changed  his  mind  asr  well 
as  his  conduct,  they  went  to  Mr*  Fox,  and  because 
they  had  done,  so^  they  \^ere.  charged  (most  un- 
handsomely) with  having,  made  themselves  'the  al- 
lies of  .a  party.    What  wasi  to  become;  of  the  con- 
stitution, if  independent  members  of  that  house, 
representatives  of.  the. people  of  i England,:  the  iirist 
nation  on  earth,  were  to  be  excommunicated  in 
their  poJitical  capacity. for  the  performance  of  a 
duty  adverse  to  the  sentiments  of  those. ministers, 
whose  conduct  they  condemned :  if -millions  were 
to.be  stigmatized  as  allies  of  a  party,  because  they 
applied  to  such  members  for.  the  establishm^t.  of 
their  undoubted  rights,  privileges  and  immunities 
civil  and  religious,  denied  to  them  by  those  mints-^ 
ters,  who  ought  to  be  foremost  in^  granting  them. 
What  could  be  more  fatal,  than  the  well  founded 
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conviction  of  above  three  fourths  of  the  population  ^®^- 
of  Ireland^  that  there  was  not  a  man  in  England, 
who  sympathized  with  their  suiierings,  or  who  was 
inclined  to.  exert  himself,  in  order  to  obtain  redress 
of  them  ?  He  hoped  the  Catholics  would  not  rea- 
son  in  this  m'inher :  "Wehave  no  friends  in  Eng- 
land, therefore  we  must  look  elsewhere,  ^ome  have 
skid:  Let  us  finish  the  question  ybr  ever.  When, 
be  a!sked,  was  at  known,  that  such  a  question  could 
Ite'ffnished  for  ever?  Man  and  for  ever.  Mr.  Fox 
then'  took  a  retrospective  view  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Irish  Parliament  in  1791,  and  the  two  follow- 
ing years,  and  also  of  the  American  war,  and  drew 
pointed  conclusions  from  the  results  of  all  those' 
tfaisactions,  as  they  differed  from  the  heated  and 
inconsiderate  and  intemperate  speeches  and  con- 
duct of  the  members  of  those  days,  when  first 
opfened.' 

Mr.  Fox  lamented  he  could  not  have  the  benefit  ^''•.^®«, 

...      1        ,      -  continued. 

df  Mr.  Pitt's  vote,  yet  he  rejdiised,  that  he  had  the 
advantage  of  his  discountenancing  what,  he  must 
feel,  reflected  as  much  honor  on  his  principle  in 
1801,*  as  disgrace  in  1805.  His  vote  would  have 
been  a  benefit  to  his  country,  but  his  speech  was 
of  more  advantage*  It  was  of  consequence,  that' 
in  England,  Ireland,  and  every  part  of  the  empire, 
it  should  be  known,  that  the  opinion  of  men  in 
power,  or  likely  to  be  in  power,  or  whose  authority 
or  interest  was  looked  up  to  with  confidence,  as  fa- 
vourable to  the  cause,  to  which  the  vote  of  the. 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  was  adverse.  He 
wished  he  could  have  had  his  vote ;  but  he  thank- 
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^05^  ed  him  for  his  argument.     He  admitted  that  some 
respectable  bodies  had  differed  from  him  in  opinion^ 
but  he  did' not  admit,  that  the  sentiments  of  the 
public  were  adverse.     The  claims  of  the  Catholics 
were    not  only  consistent  with  the  principles  of 
the   constitution,    but  consonant  with    its  yitdl 
spirit     The  crisis  demanded  that  toto  certandum 
est  corpore  regni,    which  could   not   be,    \vhen 
80    large    a   portion   of  the    corpus    regni  was 
deprived  of  the  privileges,  which  they   ought  to 
enjoy,  and  without  which,  to  them  the  country 
was  nothing.     They  boasted,  that  they  should  be 
able  to  make  exertions  against  the  enemy,  which 
the  subjects  of  arbitrary  power  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  make,  because  they  were  fighting  for 
la\y:s,  that  were  their  own  laws,  for  a  constitu- 
tion,  that  was  their  own  constiution,  for  those 
rights    and  sacred  immunities,    which   no  other 
country  under  heaven  possessed  the  advantage  of 
fighting  for.     This  applied  not  to  the  Catholics,, 
who  possessed  not  those  advantages.     Government 
was  thus  reduced  to  the  expectation  of  no  other, 
than  comparative  exertion  from  that  body.     Nay, 
worse  2  In  the  debates  two  years  ago,  when  the 
Secretary  of  War  (Mr.  Yorke)  brought  in  a  bill  for 
raising  an  army  en  masse^  after  he  had  detailed  the 
advantages  of  it  to  Great  Britain,  he  very  rntelli- 
gibly  observed,  that  it  was  not  thought  expedient 
to  extend  the  plan  to  Ireland.  In  the  leoy^en  masse 
iu  England,  they  looked  to  the  best  security,  be- 
cause the  people  were  generally  admitted  to  their 
constitutional  rights.   In  Ireland,  where  they  were 
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excluded  from  them  they  saw  danger.     In  debat-  ^  J«[;5. 
iag  the  bill  for  promoting  our  military  force  and 
national  defence,  when  a  statement  was  made  of 
the  military  force  then  in  Ireland,  a  circumstance 
was  referred  to,  and  |iassed  then  without  observa- 
tion ;  that  certain  corps  of  the  army  were  of  pecu- 
liar utility  to  the  country,  because  there  were  no 
Irish  among  them,  2lnd  on  that  ground  they  reck- 
oned two  or  three  regiments  as  valuable  as  four  or 
five.     Apply  that,  said  Mr.  Fox,  to  England,  or  to 
any  other  country,  that  is  well  governed.   Will  any 
body  say,  that  oui'  military  force  was  strong,  because 
it  consisted  of  foreigners  ?  Or  that  it  Was  weak, 
because  it  was  composed  of  Englishmen?    He  en- 
larged much  upon  this  ground,  and  reduced  it  to 
tliis  syllogism.     Every  man  is  to  be  depended  up- 
on in  proportion,  as  he  is  interested  in  the  constitu- 
tion :  but  Englislimen  are  most  interested  in  this 
constitution,  therefore  Englishmen  are  mos£  to  be 
depended  upon.      Applied  to  Ireland,  the  minor 
would  be,   but  Irishmen  are  the  least  interested  in 
the  constitution,  and  the  conclusion  Vould  necessa- 
rily be,  therefore,  Irishmen  are  the  least  to  be  de- 
pended upon.     He  then  considered  the  arguments 
of  those,  who  spoke,  as  if  the  maintenance  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  Church  of  England  were  necessa- 
ry  to  sit  in  Parliament,  and  to  enjoy  place.      Tlie 
Dissenters  differed    from    the    Establishment  in 
doctrines  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  the  Catholics 
did.  .  Here  they  sit  in  Parliament,  and  in  Ireland 
they  were  admissible  to  places ;  for  there  was  no  Test 
Act.     In  the  reign  of  Ann,  bills  of  occasional  con- 


154  The  Reign  of  George  III. 

m^.     forniity  were  passed;  and  under  the  first  mkny 
Dissenters  took  the  sacrament,  to  shew,  their  dispo- 
sition in' favour  of  the  Establishe^d  Church,  howe- 
ver they  might  not  agree  with  parts  of  the  liturgy. 
Thus  then  even  taking  the  sacrament  did  not  prove 
a  man  to  be  a  supporter  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Might  not  a  man  take  the  sacrament,  and  yet  con- 
sider the  liturgy  of  the  Chutch  of  England,  as  the 
most   consummate    bigotry  ?    According  to    Sir 
William  Scotfs  argument,  the  exclusion  of  Catho- 
lics from  Parliament,  and  the  existence  of  the  Test 
Acts  were    the  constitutional    support    of    the 
Church  of  England.     What  then  was  the  state  pf 
the  Church  of  England  in  the  reigns  of  Elizab^h* 
of  James  I.   and  Charles    I.  ?     Were  not  these 
princes  heads  of  the  Church, .  as  effectually  as  his 
present  Majesty  ?  Did  not  Charles  I.  fall  a  martyr 
to  the  Church  of  England  ?  Did  not  the  Book  of 
Homilies  absolutely  condemn  whatever  took  place 
at  the  time  of  the  Revolution  of  1688?  Did  not 
.  Sacheverell,  upon  the  authority  of  those  Homilies, 
attack  and  stigmatize   that  great  proceeding  as 
impious,  and  utterly  destructive  of  the  Church  of 
England?  Did  not  the  university  of  Oxford  pass 
a  decree  in  1683,  against  limiting  the  government, 
describing  it  as  one  of  those' things,  which  lead  to 
Atht  ism  ?   To  use  a  homely  phrase,   l>e  warned 
those  not  to'throw  stoneis,  whose  eyes  were  made 
of  glass.     He  lastly  noticed,  that  Mr.  Percival  had 
said  :  that  if  he  were  a  Catholic  in  a  country,  where 
tr!>e  Protestant  Church  was  established,  and  he  had 
tlic  power,  he  would  exercise  it  to  weaken  that  es* 
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tebHshracBt.  MK  Fox  Had  tG>o  good  ati  opinion  ^s^- 
of  him  to  think  he  would.  If  every  man  were  to 
conceive  himself  at  liberty,  because  he  differed 
from  the  established  religion  of  a;  country,  to  at- 
tempt to  overturn  it,  the  general  tendency  of  such 
a  principle  would , be  to  destroy  all  peace  in  tlie 
v/orld.  He  did  not  believe  any  good  Catholic 
would  so  act.  He  was  sure  no  good  subject,  who 
loved  Ixts'coumtty,  ought  so  to  acti 

At  half  past  fowr  in  the  mornitig,  the  ques- DWision. 
tion  upon  Mi".  Fox's  original  motion  Was  negatived 
by  a  majority  of  212,  tliere  having  been,  on  the  di- 
vision. Ayes,   124,  Noes,  336,* 

^  Conceiving  it  to^be.a  mtUer  of  no  slighb  moment  to  the 
Irisb« nation/ to>knoWi  who  have  «too4  forward  in  their  interests 
we  subjoin  the  following. lists  «f  the  peers -and  Irish  commoners 
who  voted  on  the  question : 

UST  Of  THE  PEERS 

WHO.  VOTED   FOA'GOiNC    INTO  A  COMMITfBBiONi  THE  '  IRISH   HOM AN  ' 

CATBOLIC  PETITION^. 


.Bukes    Norfolk 

Eads 

Lu^aa 

Somerset 

Bessborough 

Devonshire 

Viscounts 

H«veford 

Grafton 

Majrtiard 

St.  Albaits 

St..  John 

Bedford 

Lords  < 

SaytaodSele 

Marquisses  Backingham 

Cliftony  E.  Darnley 

StafEbrd 

Wiilpole 

Headfort 

> 

King 

£arb    Derby 

Montfort' 

Suffolk 

Holland 

Carlisle 

Stawell 

Albemarle 

Foley 

Oxford 

ThurloMr 
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Renewed 
prosecution 
against 
Judge  Fox. 

Tankerville 
Cowper 
Fitz  William 

Ashburton 
Rawdon,  £.  Moira 
Grenville 

k 

Leicester 
Spencer 

Ossory 
Dundas 

• 

Thanet 
Guilford 

Yarborough 
Cawdor 

Kellie  . 

Minto 

Glandore 

Butler,  £.  Ormond 

Eglintowa 
Breadalbanc 

Carysfort                  ' 
LandafF 

Clanricarde 

Clifden 

The  late  hour  prevented  Lords  Egremont,  Carnarvon,  Stair, 

Hutchin^n,  De  Cliflbrd,  and  others  from  voting. 

<♦ 

LIST  OF  THE  IRISH  MEMBERS 

W  THE    HOUSE   OF    COMMONS   WHO    VOTED    IN   THE   MAJORITY 
*  AGAINST   THE   CATHOLIC    QUEST  I  ON. 


Acheson,  Hon.  A.  Armagh  co. 
ArchdalI;M.  Fermanagh  co. 
Archdall,  Richard,  Dundalk 
Boyle,  Viscount,  Cork  county 
Burroughs,  Sir  W.  Enniskillen 
Bagwell,  J.  Tipperary  county 
Bernard,  Thomas,  King's  co. 
Chinnery,  Sir  B.  Bandon 
Castlercagh,  Vise.  Down  go. 
Canning,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  Tralee 

Clements, Leitrim  co. 

Duigenan,  P  Armagh  city 
Falkiner,  John  F.  Dublin  co. 
Foster,  Rt.  Hon.  I.  Louth  co. 
Fostescue,  VV.  C.  Louth  co. 
Fetherstone,    Sir .  T.  Longford 

county 
Hardman,  Edw.  Drogheda 


KnoK,    Hon.  George;  Triitity 
College,  Dublin. 

King,  Hon.  Edward,  Roscom* 

m on  county 
Longfield,  M.  Cork  city 
I^slie,  C.  P.  Monaghan  ce. 
May,  Edward,  Belfast 
Macnaghten,  £^  A.  Antrim  co» 
Neville,  R,  Wexford  town 
Ormsby,  Charles,  Carlow  tn. 
Pole,     Hon.    W.     Wellesley, 

Queen's  county 
Ram,  Abel,  Wexford  county 
Rochfort,  G.  Westmeath  co. 
Sneyd,  Nath.  Cavan  county 
Savage,  Francis,  Down  county 
Sudley,  Viae.  Donegall  county 
Shaw,  R.  Dublin  city 
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Hill,  Sir  G.  Londonderry  city      Stewart,  Hon.  C.  W.  Londfin- 


Hamilton,  Sir  C«  Dungannon 
Hamilton,  Hans,  Dublin  co«  ; 
Jones,  T.  Tyrwhitt,  Athlone 
Jones,  Walter,  Coleraine  bor. 
Jephson,  Denham,  Mallow 
Keane,  Sir  Joho,  Ybughall  bor. 


derry  county 
Stewart,  Right  Hon.  Sir  John, 

Tyrone  county. 
Stewart,  James,  Tyrone  co. 
Tottenham,  C.  New  Ross     , 
Vereker,  C,  Limierick  city 


LIST  OF  THE  IRISH  MEMBERS 

IN    THE   HOVSE  OF  COMMONS  WHO  VOTED   IN   THE   MINOEITY  FOR 

THE   CATHOLIC   QJJESTION. 

BagnelU  W.  Carlow  county  Hawthorne,  C.  S.  Downpatrick 

Burton,  Hon.  F.  Clare  co.  Latouche,  D.  Carlow  county 

Butler,  Hon.  J.  Kilkenny  co.    *  Lsitouche,  R.  Kildare  cpunty 

Butler,  Hon.  C.  Kilkenny  city  J^atOMche,  P.  Leitrim  county 


Bligh,  T.  Meath  county 


L^tooche,  J.  Dublin  city 


Caulfield,  Hon.  H.  Armagh  co.    Lee,  £.  Waterford  county 


Crosbie,  J.  Kerry  county 
Corry,  Right  Hon.  I.  Newry 
Dillon,  Hon.  A.  Mayo  county 
Fitzgerald,  Rt.  Hon  J.  Ennis 


Matthew,  Right  Hon.  Viscount 

Tipperary  county 
Martin,  R.  Galway  county 
Newport,  Sir  J.  WateiCord  city 


Fitzgerald,    Right     Hon.    M.     Odell,  W.  Limerick  county 


Kerry  county 


O'Brien,  Sir  E.  Clare  county 


French,  A.  Roscommon  county  Ponsonby,  Right  Hon.  W.  B. 
Greene,  \Vm.  Dungarvan  bor.  Kilkenny  county 

Hume,  W.  H.  Wicklow  co.  Ponsonby,  G.  Wicklow  county 

Hutchinson,  Hon.  C.  H.  Cork  Somerville,  Sir  M.  Meath  co. 
city 

The  Right  Hon.  D.  Browne,  Member  for  Mayo,  was  taken 
siMldenly  ill,  and  unable  to  attend  the  House. 

Lord  George  Beresford,  Member  for  Londonderry  County , 
and  the  Right  Hon.  John  Beresford,  Member  for  the  County  of 
Waterford  both  voted,  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
upon  which  side. 
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l^^  «o  ;po.wei  fal  an  eiiflfect  UipQii  the  public  mind,  even 
in  despite  of  the  great  majority  of  parliamentary 
votes  against  it,  that  the  deputies  returned  tolre- 
land,  under  the  rgjrMifymg  <?oBvictioB,  that  the 
numerical  iu-iuinph  4)f  the  minister  had  rather  for- 
warded, than  retarded  the  progress  of  their  cause 
with  tlje  empire  at  large.  Tlie  Parliament  was  stiU 
pressed  with  Irish  mattier.  The  Marquis  of  Aber- 
corn  was  indefatigable  in  his  persecution  of  Judge 
Fox.  His  Lordiship's  pride  and  resentment  were 
stimulated  by  the  fecocious  and  blind  synfpa- 
thies  of  the  interested  tools  of  the,  system,  which 
the  integrity  and  firmness  of  the  judge  exposed 
and  punislied.  It  ia  difficult  to  say,  whether  tlic 
malice  or  rashness  of  the  judge's  persecutors  were 
predominant.  It  was  matter  of  notoriety,  that 
the  whole  of  Lord  Abercorn's  parliamentary  interest 
had  been  devoted  to  Mr.  Pitt,  en  the  special  con- 
dition of  his  being  allowed  the  aid  and  countenance 
of  the  minister  in  crushing  the  upright  judge,  who 
had  virtuously  dared  to  make  head  against  the  sys* 
tern.  As  tl^e  minister  had  artfully  avoided  making 
it  a  government  question,  \\c  assumed  no  responsi- 
bility for  the  irregularities  and  inconsistencies  of 
the  proceedings  up  to  the  present  time.  The  more. 
they  were  impartially  consideied,  even  by  the  most 
obsequious  tools  of  the  system,  the  more  uncotisti- 
tutional  in  principle,  and  unwarrantable  in  pmctjce 
did  they  appear.  Nearly  two  years  had  now 
dapsed,  since  the  original  ground  of  the  alleged 
offences  had  existed,  aud  after  the  great  variety 
and  rancorous  nature  of -the  proceedings  in  Parli^* 


Administration  of  E.  Hardmcke  under  Mr.  Pitt.        169 

ment  against  the  learned  judge,  without  having  ^^^^^ 
ajBTorded  him  any  opportunity  of  defence,  or  even 
explanation,  the  Marquis  was  advised  to  abandon 
his  former  proceedings,  and  recommence  almost 
de  novo.  He  was  advised,  that  the  regular  mode 
of  proceeding  was  to  address  his  Majesty  for  the 
removal  of  the  learned  judge  from  the  bench  j 
and  when  he  moved  such  address  accordingly, 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee,  to 
which  all  the  several  petitions  and  charges  made 
against  him  were  referred.  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon 
warmly  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Marquis,  sup- 
ported the  proceedings,  and  gave  him  the  friendly 
advice  to  omit  all  the  charges,  which  could  not  be 
brought  home  to  the  learned  judge  in  his  judicial  * 
capacity ;  which  was  effected.  As  some  progress. 
was  made  under  this  renewed  process,  several  wit- 
nesses were  examined  on  behalf  of  the  prosecutor, 
and  much  matter  of  falsehood  and  misrepresenta- 
tion found  its  way  to  the  records  of  that  high 
tribunal,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  learned  judge,  who 
had  no  opportunity  of  repelling  the  charges,  of 
reixiting  the  falsehoods,  or  of  exposing  the  malice 
of  the  prosecution,  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  lay 
before  the  public  a  more  detailed  statement  of  the 
whole  transaction;  for  the  double  purpose  of  illus- 
tr-ating  the  system  of  government,  and  vindicating 
the  administration  of  justice  in  Ireland, 

In  the  summer  of  1803,  Mr.  J.  Fox  and  Mr.  J,  i>tv>d 
Osborne,  who  were  appointed  to  go  the  North  ^f*',^^"^"^ 
West  circuit,  were  escorted  by  a  military  guard,  ^^^j'^"^^*^ 
from  Dublin  to  Longford,  the  first  assize  town  on 
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^®^^'  that  circuit  Thus  were  the  fears  of  the  govern- 
ment presented  to  the  view  of  the  people,  in  the 
novel  exhibition  of  the  judges  of  assize  coming  to 
administer  justice  amongst  them,  under  the  pro- 
tection, and  with  the  command  of  the  army. 
Upon  opening  the  commission  at  Longford,  the 
loyalty  and  peaceable  demeanour  of  all  ranks  of 
people  appeared  so  unequivocal  to  the  judges,  that 
they  deemed  it  expedient  to  discontinue  the  mi- 
litary attendance,  which  had  always  in  their 
eyes  borne  an  unconstitutional  appearance,  and 
through  the  rest  of  the  circuit,  entrusted  them- 
selves to  the  protection  of  the  yeomanry  under 
command  of  the  sheriffs  of  the  respective  counties. 
Mr.  J.  Fox,  as  senior  judge,  charged  the  grand 
jury  of  Longford,  in  an  address  appropriate  to  the 
awful  circumstances  of  the  times.  Endeavouring 
to  awaken  therp  to  a  high  sense  of  the  dangers, 
which  hovered  over  them  from  external  and  in- 
ternal foes,  he  called  upon  the  exertion  of  their 
best  energies.  He  reminded  them  of  the  recent 
horrors  of  the  23d  of  July,  and  warned  them  of 
the  dangers  of  the  leaders  of  that  rebellion  still 
remaining  at  large.  He  strongly  commented  on 
the  nature  and  extent,  of  that  insurrection,  and 
on  the  origin  and  motives  of  the  persons  engaged 
in  it.  He  exhorted  them  to  utiion  amongst  them- 
selves ;  to  forget  their  religious  animosities,  by 
which  the  country  had  been  so  long  weakened  and 
divided,  and  to  join  in  presenting  a  dutiful  and 
loyal  address  to  the  throne,  praying  his  Majesty  to 
strengthen  the  executive  government  of  the  couu- 
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try  at  a  crisis  so  alarming  and  dangerous.*  To  ,J^^ 
the  like  purport  he  charged  the  grand  juries  at 
Enniskillen  and  Lifford,  the  respective  assize  towns 
of  the  counties  of  Fermanagh  and  Donegal.  The 
circuit  ended  at  Derry,  whence  Mr.  J.  Fox  retuhi- 
ed  immediately  to  Dublin ;  where  having,  in  thd 
usual  *mauner  notified  his  return  to  the  govern^ 
merit,  he  was  received  at  the  Castle,  without  any 
intimation  of  any  complaint  or  <}issatisfaction  at 
any  part  of  his  conduct  on  circuit.  Mr.  J.  Fok 
attended  his  judicial  functions  in  the  Court  oi^ 
Common  Pleas  during  the  subsequent  terms  (Mi- 
chaelmas and  Hillary)  and  went  the  Connaught 
circuit  at  the  spring  assizes,  unquestioned  and  un* 
blamed,  and  unconscious  of  any  displeasure  or 
offence  having  been  given  to  government,  or  to 
any  individual,  who  had  come  before  him  on  trial, 
or  odierwise  in  court.  It  is  evident,  that  if  the 
learned  judge's  conduct,  on  the  North  West  cir  ■ 
cuit,  in  August  1803,  had  been  blameable,  the 
government  was  bounden  to  take  immediate  steps 
in  vindicatiba  of  the  public  justice  of  thfe  country, 

by  censuring  or  punishing  the  misconduct  of  the! 

• 

*  Such  was  the  outline  or  substance  X)f  the  jiidge's  charge^ 
which  mas  made  the  subject  of  animadversion  and  accusation 
against  faida;  at  th^'  distance  of  nearly  twelve  months.  No  com- 
plaint was  ever ;  heard  of  the  charges  delivered  itt  Enniskillen 
and  LifTord,  ttiough  tp  t^e  same  purport.  At  Lifibrd,  Sir  James 
Stewart,  the  Forentan  of  the  Grand  Jury  applied^  tfhrough'Mn 
J.  Osborn^  to  Mr.  J.  Fox  for  a  copy  of  the  charge,  (so  satisfied 
were  they  with  it,)  with  permission  to  print  and  publish  it ;  which 
request  Mr.  J.  F'ox  xrouM  not  comply  with,  as  he  had  not  reduced 
it  to  writing 
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i?^  judge.      If  any  individual  had  been  injured  or 
aggrieved  by  any  word  or  act  of  the  judge  in  his 
judicial  capacity,  it  behoved  him  not  to  lie  by,  till 
the  charge  became  stale,  but  to  apply  immfediately 
for  redress,  whilst  the  matter  was  fresh  and  ca- 
pal^le  of  proof  antt  defence.     However,  the  .first 
u;i.timation  of  any  complaint  or  charge  against  J. 
Foj(,  was  made  by  the  Marquis  of  Abercorn,  on 
the  28th  of  May,  1804,  not  to  the  judge,  not  in 
$he  country,  where  the  offences  were  charged  to 
have  been  committed,  not  by  any  member  of  tha 
Irish  gavernment,  but  in. the  House  of  Peers  at 
Westminster,  behind  his  back,  and  without  any 
notice  /*  that  he  had  grave  and  serious  matters  of 
complaint    to    bring    before    their    Lordships 
agaiust  one  of  his  Majesty's  judges,  in  which 
the  administration  of  justice  was  deeply  con- 
perned,"  and  moved,  tliat  their  Lordships  should 
be  summoned  on  this  momentous  complaint,  on 
the  fallowing  Monday  :  on  which  day,  (3lst,May, 
J  804)  his  Lordship  uttered  a  long  virulent  speech 
of  above  tlucfe  hours,  in  which  he  painted  the  con- 
duct and  character  of  that  revered  judge,   in  the 
blackest  colours,  which  the  malignity  of  hujniliated 
pride,    and   the    venom    of   detected   corruption 
*   coiild  supply.     After   this  eflixsion  of  rancorous 
vituperation  of  an  absentee,  without  notice,   or 
means  of  meeting   the  charge,    and  "without  the 
offer  of  evidence  to  support  it,   the  Marquis   of 
Abercorn   presented   the  petition    of  Mr.  Hart, 
which,  upon  his  motion,  was  ordered  to  lie  upon 
the  table. 


K. 

» 
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It  has  been  frequently,  and  cannot  be  top  often  v^^^.^ 
remarked,  that  duplicity  and  secrecy  were  leading  charactur. 
features  of  the  system.     The  Marquis  of  Abercorn,  toms  of  the 
who  through  his  agents  ahd  Kis  own  resentful  assi- 
duity, had  consumed  near  ten  months  in  preparing 
^his  masked  battery  to  play  upon  th6  undefiled  and 
uuassailed  character  of  Mr.  J.  Fox,  has  furnished 
the   public  with  pregnant  additional  evidence  of 
the  insidious    and   base  obsequiousness  of  Lord 
Hardwicke's  Government  to  that  system,  which 
Jias  brought  Ireland  to  its  present  unfortunate  si- 
tuation.     That  passive  Viceroy  had   ^o  far  lent 
himself  to  the  mischievous  suggestions  of  the  base 
reptiles  about  him,  as  to  have  furnished  to  Lord 
Abercorn  secret  arms  to  give  effect  to  the  malig- 
nant attack  upon  the  absent  Judge.     The  Marquis 
read  as  a  part  of  his  speech  before  the  Lords,  a  let- 
ter from  the  Lord   Lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  the 
•British  Minister,  in  which  the  judicial  conduct  of 
Mr.  Justice  Fox  on  the  North  West  Circuit,  was 
arraigned  in  •terms  of  marked  reprobation.     If  such 
publicity  had  not  attended  this  official  document, 
posterity  would  not  have  credited  the  annalist,  who 
should  have  asserted,  that  an  accusation  of  this 
public  nature  *  and  national  importance  had  thiis 
walked  in  darkness  during  a  period  of  ten  months ; 
„  that  it  had  occupied  the  thoughts  of  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment in  secFet  for  such  a  length  of  time :  that 
it  had  travellecl  in  an  official  shape  to  the  British 
Cabinet,  withdut  communication  of  any  kind  from 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  or  any  person  em- 
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JJ^  ployed  under  him  to  the  supposed  offi^der,  whe 
under  this  load  of  alleged  dangerous  delinquency, 
was  permitted  all  the  time  to  exercise  his  official 
functions,  and  who,  if  guilty,  was  in  the  daily 
temptation  and  opportunity  of  corruptiug  the  pure 
streams  of  public  justice.  It  wa?  not  without  rea- 
son, that  it  has  been  said^,  that  to  accomplish  his 
party  purposely  Mn  Pitt  never  scrupled  to  pluy 
with  the  constitution  of  his  country.  In  fiict  it  is 
impossible,  that  any  conduct  could  more  pointedly 
contravene  the  spirit  and  principles  of  the  British 
constitution,  and  more  directly  diverge  from  the 
practice  and  analogy  of  the  common  law  and 
equity  of  the  land,  than  to  attack  and  asperse  the 
character  of  an  individual  on  the  highest  points  of 
criminality,  in  the  first  tribunal  of  national  judica- 
ture, without  notice  to^  and  behind  the  back  of  the 
party  accused. 
Judge  Fox  Mr.  J.  Fox  having  read  in  the  coftimon  newspa- 
^giandto  p^i*s,  that  the  Marquis  of  Abercorn  had  ilistituted  a 
grinds  for  ^^^t  extraordinary  proceeding  against  him  id  the 
kis  defence,  jjouse  of  Lords,  obtained  leave,  which  could  not 
have  been  decently  refused,  to  gp  over  to  England, 
to  learn  the  particulars  of  the  charges  against  him, 
and  to  take  without  loss  of  time  the  necessaiy 
steps  for  defending  his  character  and  honor  ag^itist 
such  insidious  and  malignant  charges.  He  arrived 
in  Londpn  on  the  8th  of  June,  and  to  his  astonish- 
ment  was  informed,  that  no  progress  had  been  made, 
^i  was  intended  to  be  pressed  during  that  Session 
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stgaiinst  him.    Hq  however  with  great  prudence  and  ;J^^ 
discretion  presented  a  petition  to  the  Lords,  in 
which^tated,  that  he  had  only  accidentally  and  from 
the  public  newspapers  learnt,  that  proceedings  had 
been  instituted  against  him  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
on  some  vague  charges  of  judicial  misconduct.  He 
entreated  their  Lordships  to  afford  him  the  means 
of  knowing  the  charges  laid  against  him,  in  the 
most  anxious  solicitude  to  defend  and  justify  his 
judicial  conduct,  which  he  confided  would  upon 
investigation  be  proved  to  have  been  not  only 
blameless,  but  highly  meritorious.    That  he  had 
hitherto  refrained  from  bringing  the  case  before 
their  Lordships,  under  a  conviction,  that  proceed<> 
ings  would  have  been  instituted  at  the  instance  of 
the  party,  who  had  preferred  the  complaint:  hfi 
therefore,  submitted  to  that  House,  that  '^  per* 
"  ceiving,  that  no  measure  had  been  brought  for- 
'^  ward  on  that  question  ;  that  the  Session  of  Par* 
"  liament  was  drawing  to  a  conclusion  :  that  the 
^'  duties  of  his  station  on  the /near  approach  of  the 
^'  circuit  would  require  his  return  to  Ireland ;  that 
"  the  transactions  charged  had  taken  place  in  the 
most  remote  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,   he 
ceuld  no  longer  forbear  to  address  tlieir  Lord* 
ships,  in  order  to  repel  the  obloquy,  which  had 
''  been  so  cruelly  and  unjustly  cast  upon  him  in  his 
absence,  and  through  him  upon  the  judicial  cha- 
racter of  his  country."    Notwithstanding   the 
reasonableness  of  this  petition,  nothing  was  done 
upon  it  from  the  2.1i^  of  June,  when  it  was  pre- 
senteil,  till  the  S'th  of  July,  when  Lord  Abercorn, 
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2^^]^  having  been  repeatedly  pressed  by  some  of  hi^ 
PeeFS  to  bring  forward  the  whole  of  his  charges, 
hedid  reduce  them  to  nine  in  number :  which  hav- 
ing  been  regularly  digested,  were  presented  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table :  and  by  a  farther  order 
of  the  same  date,  a  copy  of  the  nine  charges  was 
directed  to  be  furnished  to  the  Judge  conformably 
with  the  prayer  of  his  petition,  **  that  he  might 
"  learn,  with  precision  the  nature  of  the  charges 
"  against  which  he  was  to  defend  himself."  No 
analogy  was  observed  to  the  constitutional  delicacy 
of  our  criminal  law,  by  which  the  first  accusation 
is  privately  made  before  a  Magistrate,  in  order  that 
it  may  afterwards  be  cTiscussed,  and  its  merits  en- 
quired into  with  the  like  humane  privacy.  The 
charges  are  never  exposed  to  public  notice,  till  the 
accused  is  called  upon  to  make  his  defence  :  thus 
is  every  unfounded  scandal  and  ex  parte  oppro'- 
brium  prevented  from  Being  circulated.  Whereas 
in  this  case  every  principle  of  British  jurisprudence 
was  inverted,  and  the  utmost  publicity  of  unquali- 
fied crimination  was  poured  out  unsparingly  in  the 
very  commencement  of  the  process :  as  if  a  power 
existed  in  the  land  to  punish  by  anticipated^ con- 
viction: On  the  10th  of  July  1804,  Mr.  J.  Fox 
received  an  official  copy  of  the  articles  of  com- 
plaint against  him,'  and  he  instantly  returned  to 
Ireland  to  attend  to  his  judicial  duties.  It  once 
more  fell  to  his  lot  to  go  the  North  West  Circuit : 
yet,  hqwever  galling  to  his  feelings  from  what  had 
passed,  he  performed  the  duiy  without  cavil  or 
complaint:  which,  under  the  peculiar  delicacy  of 


\ 


Administration  cfE»  Hardwicke  under  Mr.  Pitt         167. 

his  situation  at  that  time,  was  an  unequivocal  proof  ,^^^^ 
of  his  transcendent  competency  to  answer  the  aw- 
ful' function  of  administering  impartial  justice  to 
the  most  profligate  and  corrupt  Every  word  and 
action  upon  the  whole  of  the  circuit  in  the  Summer 
of  1804,  was,  as  might  naturally  be  expected, 
more  than  critically  watched  by  his  accusers,  and 
their  mercenary  band  of  purveyors  of  judicial  cri- 
mination. 

It  is  of  no  trivial  interest  to  the  public,  to  re-  unconsUtu- 
flect,  that  beyond  the  general  principles  and  max-  g^u^i^iTdr 
ims  of  our  constitutional  policy,  it  is  specially  en-on^^efiret 
acted  by  the  (Irish)  act  of  11.  Geo.  L  c.  20,  s.  1.,  ^*"'&^- 
that  no  person  shall  be  prosecuted  for  any  words 
spoken  by  indictment  or  information  in  any  Court 
of  Justice,  unless  information  of  speaking  such 
words  be  given  on  oath  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
where  such  words  shall  have  been  spoken,  within 
one  calendar  month  :  or  before  one  of  the  Judges 
of  his  Majesty's  Court  of  chief  place  within  two  ca- 
lendar mouths,  after  such  words  shall  have  been 
spoken.     The  criminal  words   supposed  to  have 
been  spoken  by  Mr.  J.  Fox  to  the  Grand  Jury  of 
Longford  on  the  11th  of  August  1803  never  were  ' 
reduced  to  writingby  any  of  the  persons  produced 
before  the  Committee,  to  give  evidence  to  them. 
The  Foreman  and  four  others  of  the  .Grand  Jury 
have  declared  upon  oath,  that  they  took  no  notes 
in  writing ;  but  swore  only  according  to  their  ge- 
neral recollections  and  impressions ;  and  that,  above 
1 8  months  after  the  speaking  of  the  words  charged 
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1805.  to  be  criminal*.  It  is  also  to  be  renfiarked,  that 
no  Grand  Juror  of  the  cdunty  of  Longford,  to 
whom  the  charge  was  given,  nor  any  one  of  the 
lAany  persons,  in '  whose  presence  and  hearing  it 
was  delivered,  ever  made  any  complaint  of  it.  Nei- 
ther did  the  Lord  Lieutenant;  or  Governor  of  that 
county,  or  any  one  acting  under  them,  "express  the 
slightest  displeasure  or  disapprobation  of  any  part 
of  that  charge  addressed  to  the  Grand  Jury.  The 
only,  complaint  was  made  by  Lord  Abercorn,  who 
was  no  way  interested  in  the  county  of  Long- 
ford t,  and  he  was  not  truly  informed  of  any  one 
material  fact  or  circumstance  of  the  case.  Not 
one  of  the  witnesses  examined  to  this  charge  has 
deposed,  that  a  single  word  escaped  from  the 
Judge,  vehich  reflected  even  by  implication  on 
Lord  Hardwicke,  or  any  of  the  officers  acting  un- 
der him.  On  the  contrary,  they  have  all  sworn, 
that  the  language  used  by  the  learned  Judge, 
wherever  he  mentioned  or  referred  to  the  Lord 
lieutenant,  was  highly  respectful,  and  no  attempt 

*  True  it  is,  that  the  words  of  tfie  act  of  Geo.  L  are  confined 
to  indictments  and  informations :  not  to  parliamentary  impeacli- 
ments;  to  which  however  the  case  of  J.  Fox  never  went.  Yet 
sorely  upon  every  principle  of  law  and  justice  in  every  species 
of  criminal  prosecution  for  words  spoken  or  writlen,  the  crimi- 
nal words  should  be  particularly  stated,  because  otherwise  the 
party  accused  cannot  defend  himself :  and  it  never  can  be  ad- 
mitted, that  a  witness  shall  be  allowed  to  attest  his  own'  conj.ec> 
tures  or  judgment,  as  to  the  scope  or  tendency  of  words  alleged, 
but  not  proved  to  have  been  uitered. 

j'  N.  B.  In  page  12,  the  name  Fermanagh  is  incorrectly  used 
for  Longford. 
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was  made  to  arraign  or  censure  a  single  measure  of    i^^^- 
his  ArfmiiiistraftioiL  Thus  Mr.  J.  Fox  stands  clearly 
acquitted  of  this  first  of  the  nine  charges  by  the 
positive,  e\'idence  of  each  of  the  most  noble  pro- 
secators  own  witnesses. 

The  second  of  the  nine  articles  of  complaint,  second  aiti- 
was,  "  that  J.  Fox  at  Enniskillen  on  the  same  cir-  ^hargf. 
*'  cuit  did*  with  a  like  view  and  in  the  same  spirit  of 
"  disaffection  to  the  Government  endeavour  to  pre- 
"  vail  upon  J.  H.  Cottingham,  Esq.  to  use  his  influ- 
'*  ence  with  a  corps  of  yepmany,  of  which  he  was 
"  Captain,  to  address  his  Majesty  for  the  removal  of 
*'  the  Lord  Lieutenant."  This  Mr.  Cottingham  was 
also  a  Lawyer  and  a  Banker.  He  was  brought 
over  to  London  at  the  public  expence,  and  after 
some  private  rehearsals  of  his  evidence  in  support 
of  the  charge,  which  had  bpen  twice  made  and 
laid  CD  the  table  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  had 
made  a  prominent  feature  of  the  most  noble  Mar- 
quis'  philippic  on  the  31st  of  May  1804,  he  was 
dismissed  without  being  exhibited  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Lords ;  and  the  charge  was  siletitly  with- 
drawn. Thus  was  the  Marquis  of  Abercom  coun- 
tenanced and  supported  by  the  leader  of  the  sys- 
tem in  sporting  with  the  character  and  honor  of 
one  of  his  Majesty's  Judges  of  Kecord,  because  he 
disdained  to*  bend  to  power  or  connive  at  corrup- 
tion. With  impunity  did  the  Marquis  accuse  hira 
of  disaffection  to  his  Sovereign,  and  a  violation  of 
his  oath,  in  the  face  of  the  highest  tribunal  in  the 
realm  ;  he  aggravated  the  accusation  with  all  the 
powers  of  his  eloquence   behind  the  back  of  tlie 
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1805.  ^  accused  ;  after  it  had  been  reduced  to  writing,  lii* 
Lordship  pledged  the  word  of  a  Peer,  that  he 
would  substantiate  the  charge,  which  he  had  taken 
nearly  twelve  months  to  prepare  :  after  the  reflec- 
tion of  six  more  months,  viz.  on  the  5th  of  'J a- 

» 

nuary  1805,  he  renewed  the  charge,  laid  it  once 
more  on  the  table  of  that  high  tribunal,  and  rei- 
terated his  pledge  for  proving  it  in  its  full  extent. 
He  became  conscious  of  having  preferred  an  un- 
founded charge  df  disaffection  against  orie  of  his 
Majesty's' Judges,  andjie  was  permitted  to.  with- 
draw it,  without  reparation*  for  the  injury  done 
to  the  party  by  the  wide  circulation  of  an  un- 
founded,, and  therefore  malicious  accusation. 
Thh^  The  third  head  of  accusation  refers  to  the  im- 

position of  fines,  which  are  stated  by  the  accuser 
to  have  been  "  heavy  and  enormous,  and  to  the 
great  oppression  of  his  Majesty's  loyal  subjects, 
who   for  public   motives,    and   to  support  the 
laws,  had  accepted  the  office  of  Magistrates,  and 
of  those,  who  were  discharging  the  duties  of 
"  Sheriffs  in  the  several  counties  of  the  said  cir- 
*^  cuit."    The  charge  in  specifying  the  offences 

•  In  the  days  of  Charles  IL  one  of  his  .Majesty's  Judges  of 
Kecord  in  England,  iras  charged  with  disaffection  by  a  clergyraan 
of"  no  dignified  rank.  He  was  first  prosecuted  by  his  Majesty's 
Attorney  General  for  the  offence,  and  fined  50001.  by  the  sen* 
tence  of  the  Court.  The  Judge  afterwards  brought  his  action* 
and  recovered  by  verdict  of  a  Jury  10,0001.  damages  for  the  in- 
jury  done  to  his  character.  He,  like  Mr.  J.  Fox,  was  an  inde- 
pendent, not  a  courtly  Judge.  He  was  one  of  the  four,  who  had 
signed  an  opinion  against  the  legality  of  ship  money. 
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complained  of,  begins  with  setting  forth,  that  the     ^^^^' 
said  Luke  Fox  did  impose  the  excessive  fine  of 
5001.  on  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  ^county  of  Fer- 
managh,   and   it  enumerates  other  fines   to   the 
amount  of  201. :  all  of  which  were  in  July  1804, 
and  in  January  1805,  charged  to  be  heavy  and 
enormous:  but  after  the  private  examination  of 
witnesses,  in  May  1805,  the  ground  of  objection 
to   the  fines   was    altered,    and   then   they  were 
charged  to  be  illegal  and  excessive;  and  the  num- 
ber objected  to  was  reduced  from  20  to  8.     The 
bare  statement  of  the  law  and  facts,  shews  the  ig- 
norance,   falsehood  and  mahcfe,  with  which   this 
head   of  complaint  was   prepared  and   preferred 
against  Mr.  J.  Fox.     The  substraction  of  12  out 
of  20  charges  speaks  for  itself.     Mr.  Gerard  Ir- 
vine, the  Sheriff  of  Fermanagh,  failed  in  his  duty 
by  not  attending  according  to  notice  to  meet  the 
Judges- on  the  verge  of  the  county.     An  offencd 
particularly  enhanced  by  the  perilous  state  of  the 
times ;  for  which  he  was  fined  by  Mr.  J.  Fox,  not 
in  5001.  but  lOOl.  ;  as  appears  by  the  records  of 
the  Codrt  of  Exchequer  in  Ireland,  where  the  fol- 
lowing estreat  is  entered. 

*'  County  of  Fermanagh,    > 

^*  At  a  general  assizes  and  general  goal  de- 
livery, held  at  Enniskillen  on  the  18th  day 
of  August  1803. 
**  Geraril  Irvine,  Esq.  High  Sheriff  of  said 
county,  for  not  meeting  or  attending  the 
Judges  at  the  verge  of  the^  said  county  on 


172  The  Reign  of  George  III. 
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^05.^  their  arrival  there  on  the  commission  day 

of  the  assizes  of  the  said  county  fined 
1001.'*  • 
This  fine  was  agreeably  to  law  estreated  into  the 
Exchequer  in  November  1803,  and  it  is  morally 
impossible,  that  Mr.  Irvine,  and  all  those,  who 
busied  themselves  about  this  head  of  complaint, 
should  not  have  known,  that  the  fine  was  lOOL 
and  not  5001.  long  before  it  was  so  grossly  and  re- 
peatedly misrepresented  to  the  House  of  Lords. 
Had  Mr.  Irvine  felt  himself  aggrieved  by  the  fine, 
he  had  a  prompt  an^  easy  remedy  at  law  before  a 
Jury  of  his  country  both  before  and  after  the  es* 
treat:  for  the  words  of  a  recent  statute  *  are;  "  If 

•  21  &  22  Geo,  III.  c.  20.  s*  10.     k  may  open  Ihe  reader's 
eyes  to  the  nature  and  spirit  of  the  whole  persecution  of  Mr.  J. 
Fox,  to  ren)ind  him,  that  by  the- 27  Edw.  1.  c.  3.  commonly 
called  the  statute  definihus,  it  is  enacted,  that  Justices  of  assize 
shall  enquire,^ if  Sheriffs  or  any  others  have  let  out  by  repleyia 
persons  not  reDlevi&ble.     That  by  the  23  Hen.  VI.  c.  lO.  Jus^ 
tiees  of  assiae  are  .authorized  to  determine  of  office  without  spe- 
cial cpmmission  of  and  upon  all  Sheriffs^  Under-Sherifis^  bailiffs^ 
officers,  and  other  Ministers,  as  to  matters  of  arrest  and  taking 
bail.     That  by  the  10  Car.  I.  (Irish)  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall 
not  admit  any  persons  to  bail  for  offences  not  bailable  ;  that  in 
cases  bailable.  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall,  before  they  admit  any 
persons  to  bail,  take  the  information  of  the  prosecutor,  and  re- 
duce the  same  to  writing,  and  that  they  shall  certify  such  infor- 
mation to  the  next  general  goal  delivery.     That  Justices  of  the 
Peace  should  in  cases  not  bailable,  before  they  shall  commit  a 
prisoner  to  goal  take  the  information  of  the  person  bringing  such 
prisoner  before  them,  and  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  next  goal 
delivery:  that  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall  bind  prosecutors  by 
recognizance  or  bond  to  appear  and  prosecute  at  the  next  general 
goal  delivery,  and  shall  to  the  same  certify  such  bond  or  recog- 
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"  the  party  shall  shew  any  sufficient  matter  in  \«<». 
"  law,  equity  or  good  conscience^  why  he  ought 
not  to  be  charged,  and  sufficiently  prove  the 
same,  the  Court  may  discharge  him  accord* 
ingly."  Another  part  of  this  charge^  though 
less  in  quantity,  is.  alike  in  quality;  **  That  at 
Longibrd  on  the-  said  circuit,  the  said  Luke 
Fox  did  impose  a  fine  of  20L  on  John  D'Arcy, 
*^  and  fines  of  51.  each  on  eleven  other  person^ 
•*  (named  in  the  article)  for  not  answering  to 
their  namea^  when  called  in  Court  to  attend  as 
Jurors,  although  no  proof  was  produced  or 
even  directed  by  the  said  Luke  Fox  to  satisfy 
him,  that  any  of  the  said  persons  had  been  sum- 
"  moned  to  attend  for  that  purpose."  In  answer 
to  this  part  of  the  charge :  P,  The  record  of  the 
Court  again  convicts  the  prosecutors  of  fabe*- 
hood  :  the  estreat  of  Mr.  D'Arcy's  fine  is  only  of 
51. :  2^  It  is  not  necessary  by  law  Xo  prove,  that 
the  parties  have  been  summoned.  The  Sheriff 
must  be  presumed  to  obey  his  precept  and  not  to 
return  any  for  Jurors,  ,but  such  as  have  been  sum- 
moned. If  he  fail  in  his  duty,  he  i^  answerable 
to  the  party :  3^  Each  of  these  persons  had  in 
fact  been  duly  summoned ;  as  appeared  by  affida- 
vits procured  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  after 
Judge  Fox  had  recieived  a  copy  of  the  charges. 

nizance.  *'  And  in  ca§e  any  Justice  qf  the  Peace  shall  ofiend 
in  any  thing  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act» 
that  the  Justices  of  gaal  delivery  ihall  for  coeiy  such  offence^  set 
such  Jhe  on  eve^  nich  Jwtke  of  ihe  Peace,  as  tlie  said  Justice  sIhiU 
think  meet/' 
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yj^^  The  next  charge  was  of  a  different  nature:  and 
Fourth  perhaps  more  illustrative  of  some  of  the  grand 
*  "*^'  abuses  of  the  system.  '*  And  with  the  same  spirit 
**  of  oppression,  the  said  Luke  Fox  did  impose  a 
^*  fine  of  2001.  upon  the  Earl  of  Enniskillen  for 
"  some  alleged  informality  in  his  conduct,  "as  a 
"  Magistrate."  These  are  the  facts.  On  Judge 
Fox  entering  the  county  of  Fermanagh,  a  person 
of  the  name  of  Patrick  Breslin  was  returned  to  him 
on  the  calendar  by  the  Sheriff,  as  having  been  com- 
mitted by  Lord  Enniskillen  to  the  county  goal  on 
the  8th  of  July  1803,  and  ordered  by  the  commit- 
tal to  be  kept  in  a  room  by  himself,  till  further  or- 
ders, and  as  being  then  in  custody  in  the  said 
,  goal.  Another  person,  by  name  Patt  Maguire, 
was  in  like  manner  returned  on  the  calendar  by  the 
Sheriff,  as  having  also  been  committed  by  the  Earl 
of  Enniskillen  to  the  said  goal,  on  the  1 8th  of 
July  180S,  and  as  being  also  then  in  custody  under 
such  committal.  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown,  a  diligent^and  intelligent  officer,  as  his 
duty  was,  entered  from  the  calendar  these  two 
persons  in  distinct  numbers  on  his  own  and  .the 
Judge's  crown  book,  as  having  been  so  committed 
by  Lord  Enniskillen,  but  without  specifying  any 
charge  of  detainer.  It  was  the  sworn  duty  of  the 
Judge  under  his 'Majesty's  commission  to  deliver 
the  goal  of  that  county,  and  to  enquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  detainers  and  committals  of  them  by 
Lord  Enniskillen.  '  The  committals  were  called  for 
and  produced  :  they  specified  no  offence  whatever. 
The  examinations  or  informations,  on  which  alone 
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committals  oiiglit  to  be  founded,  w^re  then  called 
for  by  the  Judge,  in  order  to  learn  what  tlic  of-  • 
fences  charged  upon  them*might  be.  The  Clerk 
of  the  Crown  certified,  that  no  information  or  ex- 
amination of  either  of  them  had  been  ever  returned 
into  his  office.  The  Judge  thereupon  ordered  the 
prisoners  to  be  brought  to  the  bar,  in  order  to  en- 
quire of  them,  the  facts  alleged  against  them. 
The  goaler  then  ,  informed  the  Judge,  that  those 
two  prisoners  had  been  taken  out  of  his  custody 
on  the  l8th  of  August,  (that  is  during  the  as- 
sizes) by  a  military  guard  sent  for  the  purpose. 
The  Judge  felt  this  to  be  a  high  indignity  offered 
to  his  Majesty's  commission :  and  enquired,  if  Lord 
Euniskillen  were  in  town:  on  learning,  that  he 
was  at  his  country  seat,  (Florence  Court)  he  de- 
sired a  friend  of  his  Lordship's  to  go  over  to  him 
with  full  instructions  to  relate  the  whole  faithfully, 
make  his  compliments,  and  entreat  his  Lordship's 
attendance  in  Court  on  the  next  day,  which  was 
the  last  day  of  the  assizes.  The  Judge  having 
waited  in  Court  to  as  late  an  hour  as  he  could,  for 
the  appearance  of  Lord  Euniskillen :  and  having 
repeatedly  enquired  for  him,  he  found  it  his  duty 
upon  his  Lordship's  non-appearance  to  fine  him  in 
each  of  those  numbers  lOOl.  On  quitting  the 
Court,  Mr.  J.  Fox  wrote  an  official  letter  to  Mr. 
Wickham,  stating  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and  desiring,  that  it  might  be  laid  before  the 
Lord  Lieutenant.  The  letter  was  acknowledged, 
and  the  Judge  assured,  that  It  was  then  lying  be- 
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1S05.  fote  his  Excellency  for  his  consideration*.  The 
latter  part  of  this  tlrird  charge  is  put  so  indefi- 
nitely as  to  bafflle  all  possibility  of  defence.  It 
leaves  it  utterly  uncertain,  what  criminality  is 
meant  to  be  insinuated,  for  nothing  specific  is  set 
forth.  *^  And  the  said  Luke  Fox,  in  like  manner 
*^  imposed  fines  of  different  amounts  on  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hawkshaw,  of  the  county  of  Donegal, 
Wm.  Stewart,  Esq.  Provost  of  Enniskillen,  atid 

-: —  Pallas,  Esq.  and Webster,  Esq.  Jus* 

tices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  I^ngford, 
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•  Patt  Maguine  was  never  more  seen  or  heard  of.  But  the  tra- 
gical end  of  the  unfortunate  Patrick  Breslin  is  an  awful  warnin 

* 

to  those  of  the  system,  who  are  so  httl^  satisfied  with  the  good 
and  established  rules  of  the  common  law.  This  prisoner,  thbugh 
no  soldier,  nor  enlisted  as  a  soldier,,  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  King's  Judge,  out  of  the  King's  prison^  which  that  Judge  wa^ 
commissioned  to  deliver,  and  was  in  the  very  act  of  delivering^ 
he  was  marched  during  the  assizes  to  a  military  prison,  iivhere 
he  was  kept  some  time  under  the  strictest  conBnemeitt.  He  was 
afterwards  tried  by  marttai  law,  for  sedtfciDg  or  endeavouring  to 
seduce  a  soldier  to  desert:  he  was  found  guilty,  and  sentenced 
to  be  hanged.  The  sentence  was  confirmed  by  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, and  the  unfortunate  man  was  ordered  for  execution; 
which  he  attempted  to  'prevent  by  cutting  his  own  throat:  th6 
wound  not  pi*oving  fatal,  he  was  hurried  faint  and  breeding  ia 
that  agony  aind  torture  to  the  place  of  execution,  near  to  the 
town  of  Enniskillen,  wh«re  he  was  lianged  by  the  neck,  the 
.  rope  binding  the  wound  until  he  expired.  In  this  case,  there 
was  no  pretext  for  any  necessity  of  trying  him  by  court  martial^ 
because  the  offence;  of  which  he  was  charged,  was  triable  by  jury 
under  the  27  Geo.  IIL  c.  40.  (Irish)  by  which,  seducing  a  sol- 
dier to  desert,  or  aiding  or  assisting  therein,  is  made  felony  pu- 
lushable  by  death.  But  it  is  no  trivial  part  of  the  system,  to  put 
down  the  trial  by  jury,  and  erect  the  standard  of  military  juris- 
prudence upon  its  ruins. 
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"  and  several  other  Magistrates  of  diiFerent  coun-  ^^^^^ 
**  ties  on  the  said  circuit/'    By  inspecting  the  re- 
cords of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  it  will  appear^ 
that  the  four  gentlemen  named  in  that  part  of  the 
charge  were  fined  for  glaring  offences  under  the 
1  Otli  of  Charles  I.  and  in  each  instance,  the  fine 
was  rea&onable  and  moderate.      The  Rev.   Mr. 
Hawkshaw  wias  fined  501.  for  admitting  to  hail  two 
persons  charged  positively  with  burning  a  dwel- 
ling-house :  the  parties  bailed  did  not  appear,  and 
they  forfeited  their  recognizances.     It  appeared 
evident,  that  there  also  was  collusion  between  the 
Magistrate  and  the  prisoners,  and  afterwards  be- 
tween the  prosecutor  and  the   prisoners.      Mr« 
Stctvart  was  fined  50l.  for  committing  one  Neale    ^ 
Ford  to  the  goal  of  Enniskillen  without  any  charge 
on  oath  having  been  made  against  him,  and  en- 
larging bini  on  the  eve  of  the  assjzes  without  tak- 
ing bail  for  his  appearance :  Mr.  Pallas  was  fined 
aol.  as  well  as  Mr.  JVebster  for  enlarging  without 
bail  a  prisoner  charged  with  a  capital  offence. 
Both  in  the  charge  and  motion,  made  by  Lord 
Abcrcorn  for  Mr.  Webster  to  attend  to  give  evi- 
dence  before  the  Lords  his  fine  is  stated  to  be  lOOl. 
whereas  by  the  estreat,  it  appears  only  to  have' 
been  201. 

The  fifth  article  of  charge,  which  was  afterwards  Fifth 
witHdrawn,  refers  to,  or  insists  upon  no  facts:  it®**">^*' 
proves  nothing  beyond  the  malicious  levity  of  the 
fabricators  of  it.     The  mere  recital,,  is  the  refuta- 
tion of  the  charge,  **  That  with  the  same  spirit  of 

HQUtl.  :  -^ 
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•  » 

2f^  "  dppressiotiy  the  said  Luke  ^ox  did  at  Longford 
^^  at  the  s£lthe  assizes  malicioiisty  declare  to  the 
*^  then  High  Sheriff^  that  he  was  sorry,  that  the 
^  said  Sheriff  had  not  left  it  in  his  power  to  fine 
him;  altnough  the  same  Sheriff  in  every  re- 
spect to  the  best  of  bis  judgment  sind  ability 
**  discharged  the  duties  of  office,  and  had  con* 
*^  ducted  himself  with  every  possible  respect  and 
"  attention  to  the  said  Luke  Fox/'' 
IhLt^!^  The  sixth  article  of  charge  is  ia  its.  nature  ina* 
portant  and  vital  to  the  conduct  of  a  judgp.  It  is 
maliciously  put  in  these  itords:  "That  the  said 
^^  Luke  Fox,  on  the  said  circuit,  did,  in  ^violent 
and  abusive  language,  wantonly,  soahdaloui&ly, 
and  unwarrantaUy  traduce  and  libel  the  charac* 
ters  of  William  Armstrong,  John  Sem{^,  Nobis 
Weir,  and  others^  all  of  the  county  of  Ferma- 
nagh (being  jurors  sworn  upoii  a  petty  jury 
at  tlie  last  summer  assises,  at  Enoiskillen^  in  the 
county  of  Fermanagb)  by  declaring  them  not 
wotthy  to  be  believed  on  their  oaths,  and  as  un* 
fit  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  jurors  ever  again ; 
ami  by  ordering  tlie  clerk  of  the  crown  to  deli- 
ver in  a  list  ot*  their  names  td  every  succeding 
judge,  as  men  unfit  to  be  jurors,  that  they  might 
prevent  their  serving  as  such  in  future,*''  I'hfe 
^ort,  though  important  history  of  this  manoeuvre 
«nd  charge  is  ^  fellows.  The;  gentlemen  of  this  ju- 

^  This  was  the  third  or  last  castigfhted  edition  of  the  moajb 
noble  Marquis's  charges  preferred  against  J.  Fox.  Mr,  Arm^ 
«troikig's  petition  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  by  Colonti 
Gole  went  nuch  fiU'ther  in  charge.    (Vide  Note.  p.  U.) 
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ty,  for  iiearly  twelve  months  after  they  had  been  thus  Jf^ 
marked  and  censured  by  Mr.  J.  Fox,  never  prefer- 
red any  charge  or  complaint.  And  it  appears  by 
tbe  evidence^  (however  costive)  of  Mr.  J^es  Gal- 
br^ith,*  before  the  Comipittec  of  the  Lords,  that 
he,  in  conjunction  with  a  Mr.  Robert  Wier,  an  at- 
torney in  Dublin  (whose  bastard  son  Noble  Wier 
was  one  of  the  Fermanagh  petty  jurymen)  prepar* 
ed  the  petition  of  Mr.  Armstrong  and  the  jury« 
men^  that  was  presented  to  the  House  of  Lords^. 
witlK>nt  the  privity  or  direction  of  auy  of  them* 
It  was  then,  without  a  moment's  delay,  engrossed 
for  signatures*  The  whole  of  that  petty  jury 
signed  it  without  enquiry  or  scruple^  and  dined  to^ 
gether  at  a. public  house  at  Enniskillen.  The  din-f 
ner  was  neither  ordered  nor  paid  for  by  any  of 
tlicm:     Mr.  Galbraitb  admitted  in  his  evidence^f 

f  This  Mr.  James  Galbraith  had  for  many  years  been  attor- 
ney and  law  agent  to  ttie  Marquis  of  Abercom ;  he  had  long 
keen  Qmler  sherifF  to  tbe  county.  He  is  moreofter  a  baakery 
patttitee  clerk  of  the  errors  of  the  court  of  exchequer  chmnhet^ 
crown  solicitor  for  the  Noith  West  circuit,  and  register  of  the 
diocese  of  Derry.  Mr*  Robert  Wier  is  a  practising  attorney 
at  Dublin  :  and  at  that  time  was  a  defendant  in  a  suit  depending 
in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Ireland,  in  which  a  heavy 
vevdict  had  been  found  against  him  for  money  receivjtd  at  dif&«- 
reni  tiipes'in  tru^t  for  the  Pbii^tiff,  and  a  motion  tf  sttasidf  thf 
verdicl  had  been  lately  refused  by  that  court 

*  When  this  Mr.  Galbraith  was  (juestioned  ir>  the  committed!, 
"  how  he  came  to  suffer  an  allegation  to  be  staled  in  that  peti* 
**  ^ion,  which,  according  to  his  ewn  eiridence  grreii  to  ^h^ft 
'«  House,  was- was  absolutely  untrue  f^'f  Hisanswnr  waf,  ^  Th^ 
^^  p9titMQt9«  s^  to  tbe  iatter  pa^  of  it^  w^  ^a^d  to  hwp^kyi  Mj& 
•^^  W^il"    (PrintiidEvid,p.53,)'  ' 
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^305.  that  he  summoned  them  all  to  attend  as  ivitnesses 
in  London,  to  suppcfrt  the  allegations  of  the  peti- 
tion, and  advanced  them  money  for  their  journey 
and  expences.  INlr.  Armstrong  and  the  other  ju- 
rymen examined  before  the  committee  positively 
denied  upon  oath,  that  Judge  Fox  did,  as  stated  in 
the  petition,  on  the  trial  of  Fletcher,  Keys  and 
Sharpy  for  tlie  murder  of  Morris,  charge  very 
strongly  to  .find  the  prisoners  guilty ^  or  that  he 
expressed  great  dissatisfaction  when  the  iury  deli-* 
vered  their  verdict.  Oh  the  contrary,  when  the 
evidence  had  been  gone  through,  the  judge  summed 
up  with  accuracy  and  precision,  and  then  left  it  to 
the  jury,  observing  to  them,  that  there  was  evi- 
dence sufficient,  if  they  believed  it,  to  find  the 
prisoners  guilty,  noticing  the  different  circum- 
stances, that  applied  particularly  to  each  ;  and  thea 
left  the  case  of  the  prisoners  to  them  in  the  alter- 
native, charging  them,^^  if  they  believed  the  \vit- 
nesses,  to  find  the  prisoners  guilty ;  but  if  they 
did  not  believe  the  witnesses,  to  find  a  verdict  of 
acquittal.  The  jury,  after  a  short  deliberation, 
brought  in  'a  verdidt,  acquitting  all  the  pri^soners, 
which  was  received  and  recorded  without  any  ob- 
aervatioQ  from  the  judge,  and  the  prisoners  were 
dischai^ed.  The  most  yiruleot  of  the  witnesses 
produced  to  this  charge  have  admitted^  that  the 
prisoQcrs  had,  under  the  judge's  direction,  not  qiv 
iy  a  fajir  ^d  impartial,  but  a  merciful  trial ,  Thus 
t}ie  foul  and  revolting  charge  made  in  the  House 
qf  Lords^  that  a  judge  had  usuiped  the  power  of 
t^8  JHlPiai  Md  ttron^ly  eliarged  the  jury  to  Jinf. 
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the  prisofier  guilty^  lias  been  proved  by  the  pfose-  ^^^^* 
cufor's  own  witnesses  to  have  been  an  audacious 
and  malignant  falsehood.  On  the  day  after  that 
trial,  Mr.  J.  Fox  taking  into  consideration,  that 
the  verdict  in  this  case  was  contrary  to  strong  and 
pregnant  evidence,  and  that  the  jury,  even  during 
the  trial  had  manifested  an  unjust  bias  by  the 
questions,  which  they  put  to  the  witnesses  from  the 
jury  box,  and  it  appearing  to  him  a  case,  on  which 
no  unprejudiced  person  in  court  entertained  a 
doubt  as  to  tlie  guilt  of  two,  at  least,  of  the  pri- 
soners, and  from  his  knowledge  of  the  circuit,  he 
tliought  it  would  he  conducive  to  the  ends  of  jus- 
tice, to  mark  th^  verdict  by  such  a  censure,  as  he 
had  known  to  have  passed  upon  similar  Verdicts 
from  the  most  enlightened  judges,  both  of  his 
own  and  former  times.  He  did,  therefore,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Grand  Jury,  take  aii  occasion  of 
animadverting  with  severity  on  the  conduct  of  the 
petty  jury,  and  concluded  by  directing  the  clerk 
of  the  crown  to  entdr  a  rule  upon  his  crown  book, 
in  the  following  words,  first  stating  the  names  of 
the  jurors : 

v,  >  ed  by   order  of  the  Hon, 

Fletcher  and  others,  y  Mr.  J.  Fox,  to  the  different 
going  judges  of  asssize,  with  his  wish,  that  they 
should  never  be  returned  on  any  jury  in  capital 
cases,  hi  as  much  as  they  found  a  verdict  in  this 
case  against  the  clearest  evidence.**'  In  so  acting, 
the  conduct  of  the  learned  judge  could  not  have 
been  more  prudent,  legal  or  constttutionaL 


*^  The  King      ^  THE  above  names  are  hand- 
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J^^     ^  Th^  seventh  article  of  complaint  is,  compara- 
Seventh     tiyely  wVth  the  others,  of  trifling  import.  It  tends, 
indeed^  to  show,  to  what  lengths  wounded  pride 
and  baffled  corruption  will  go,  when,  armed  with 
the  power  and  countenance  of  the  state.     "  That 
at  Lifford,  on  the  same  circuit,  the  said  Luke 
Fox  did  swear  and  impannel  a  Grand  Jury,  one 
**  day  before  the  day  he  had  appointed  by  public 
"  advertisement  for  that  purpose,  by  means  where- 
^\  of,  many  respectable  gentlemen  of  the  county 
•*  of  Donegall,  who  usually  attended,  and  did  ac- 
cordingly,  with  the    same  notice,    afterwards 
c(ime  to  attend,  as  jurors,  were  prevented  from 
being  sworn  and   impannelled  on  ihe  Grand 
Jury."    The  circumstances,  on  which  this  head 
of  accusation  rests  are.   That  on  Thursday,  the 
$5th  of  August,  1803,  the  assizes  commenced  at 
l.ifford;  and  as  soon  as  the  judges  had  opened  the 
commission,  Mr.  J.  Fox  was  informed  by  the  she- 
TifF  of  the  county,  at  the  head  of  a  very  consider- 
able number  of  gentlemen,  that  there  was  then  a  full 
attenclance  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  county,  who 
were  summoned  by  him  to  attend  as  grand  jurors 
at  that  assize :  and  that  he  ^Vas  cOmiiiissioned  by 
them  to  request  they  might  be.then  sworfa  ;  that  the 
business  of  the  assizes  would  be  thereby  much  ex- 
pedited :  and  that  it  would  be  a  great  cbnveniency 
to  the  gentlemen  of  the  county ;  as  by  so  doing 
th^  business  might  be  gone  through,  and  the  court 
discharged    oy    Saturday :    otherwise   they  must 
be    detained    till    the    Monday,     which    would 
be,    under  the  existing  circumstances    of  alarm 
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and  danger,  peculiarly  inconvenient.  The  judge^  ^^^* 
seeing  a  full  attendance  of  such  gentlemen,  as  were 
usually  known  to  have  served  on  G  rand  Juries  in  that 
county,  and  several  of  those  gentlemen  having  re- 
presented to  him,  that  their  attendance  was  required 
in  other  places,  particularly  to  embody  their  corps 
of  yeomanry,  was  disposed  to  comply  with  their 
request  Wishing,  however,  to  give  every  gentle- 
man of  the  county  returned  on  the  sheriff's  pan- 
nel.  an  opportunity  of  serving  on  the  Grand 
Juty,  if  he  thought  fit  to  attend,  adjourned  the 
Court,  and  waited  above  two  hours  longer. 
Being  again  importuned  by  the  gentlemen  present, 
and  assured  by  the  sheriff,  that  there  was  a  sufH* 
cient  attendance  of  the  gentlemen  returned  on  his 
pannel,  the  Judge  returned  to  Court,  and  swore 
in  the  Grand  Jury.  This  proceeding  was,  in 
every  respect,  regular  and  legal.  The  Grand 
Jury  was  sworn  on  the  return  day  of  the  precept, 
signed  by  the  Judges,  and  directed  to  the  sheriff; 
and  the  swearing  on  Thursday  was  at  the  express 
and  repeated  requests  of  the  sheriff  and  the  gen*; 
tlememen  returned  on  his  pannel.  Tt  was  done 
for  the  accommodation  and  for  the  purposes  of 
expediting  the  public  business.  Mr.  James  Gal- 
braith.  Attorney  and  Solicitor  for  the  Crown  was 
returned  ^n  the  pannel,  attended,  was  sworn, 
and  acted  as  a  Grand  Juror  at  the  assizes.  What 
laudable  motive  could  have  suggested  such  an  ac- 
cusation, couched  in  such  agrravating  terms^^ 
against  a^  lespectable  judge,  ten  months  after  tl;ie 
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v^^  circumstances  had  taken  place,  without  notice,  and 

behind  his  back  ?    . 
Kghth        ,  The  eighth  charge  is  specific,  and  requires  some 
or  Mr.  W.  detail  to  disclose  to  the  uninformed  or  prejiKliced 
the  real  facts  of  the  case,  which  will,  at  the  same 
time,    expose,    in   fuH   deformity,    the  .barefaced 
falsehood  and  malignity  of  the  charge:  **That  at 
"  the  said  assizes  of  Litfbnl  the  said  LukesFox  did 
**  contrai^  to  every  principle  of  law  and  justice, 
"  and  with  great  indignity  and  outrage,  arraign, 
"*^  prejudge  and  imprison  John  Hart,   Esq-,  and 
*•  did  also  conduct  himself  towards  the  jury  im- 
*'  pannelled  in  the  unwarrantable  and  unconstitu- 
tional  manner  represented  in  the  petition  of  the 
said  John  H:U"t,    by  confining  the   said  jury 
from  Saturday  evening  until  the  Monday  morn* 
ing    following;     declaring,    that  they    might 
*'  cool  their  consciences  until  that  time/'    Inveu- 
tiort  could  have  hardly  brought  together  so  ma* 
ny  fancied  incidents,    as   in    this  case    actually 
concurred  to   illustrate   the  iniquitous    traffic  of 
Grand   Jury^  presentments    and    road  jobs  *  iu 
Ireland. 
^^         On  Saturday  the  27th  of  August  1803,  at  the 
M'nougBi  assizes  at  Liiford,  one  M'Dowgal  a  substantial  far* 
*  mer  was  tried  before  Mr.  J.  Fox  by  a  jury  of  the 
county  of  Donegal,  of  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ro* 
binson  was  the  foreman,  for  having  cheated  the 
county  of  461.  Os.  4d.  which  had  been  raised  un- 
der a  presentment  for  repairing  a  road,  of  which 
be  had  been  appointed  overseer  by  the  grand  juiy 

•  Vid.  Ante  Note,  p.  29. 
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of  the  county/    By  that  appointment  he  was  to  ^^ 
make  and  repair  the  road,  and  upon  producing  an 
affidavit  signed  by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  that  he 
had  expended  that  sum  upon  it,  he  would  have  be- 
come entitled  to  receive  it  from  the  treasurer  of 
the  county.     He  procured  a  Mr.  G.  Keys  a  magis«. 
trate  to  put  his  name  to  the  form  of  an  accounting 
affidavit,  which  he  had  not  sworn,  and  thus  frau* 
dulently  received  the  money  without  expending 
any  [^artof  it  upon  the  repairs  of  the  road.    The 
practice  was  so  frequent  and  public  in  that  coufity, 
that  Mr.  M'Dowgal  hardly  thought  of  defending 
himself  against  the  indictment,   and  was  found 
guilty  without  hesitation  by  the  jury.     Immedi- 
ately  after  M'Dowgal's  trial  was  finished,  another 
person  of  more  easy  circunfistances  ^nd  respectabi- 
lity named  Dobson,  was  put  on  his  trial  for  a  si- 
milar offence :  with  this  difference,  that  the  sum 
presented  and  paid    was  45 L  ;    that  Mr.   Hart, 
(through  whose  ground  the  road  ran)  was  one  of 
the  three  overseers  appointed  by  the  grand  jury^ 
wdl  knew,  that  a-very  trifling  part  of  the  money 
had  been  laid  out  on  the  roari,  and  that  he  (Mr. 
Hart)  to  whom  Dobson  was  agent  and  receiver 
received  the  whole  sum  of  A6\.  from  the  treasurer 
of  the  county ;  that  Dobson  procured  Richard  Ir^ 
vine,  who  was  one  of  the  overseers  jointly  with 
Mr.  Hart  to  sign  his  name  to  the  form  of  an  atfi- 
davit,  purporting,  to  account  for  the  expenditure 
of  45\.  in  making  and  repairing  the  road,  as  if  the 
said  Richard  Irvine  bad  sworn  the  same ;  and  that 
said  Dobson  had  procured^r.  Alexander  M'Gulir 


X 


186  Th^. Reign  of  George  III.  ' 

1805.     loch  a  Justice  of  tlie  peace  for  that  county  to  put 
his  name  to  it,  as  if  it  had  been  duly  s>yorn  before 
him  by^  Irvine ;  and  that  Dobson  did  at  the  Spring 
assizes  at  UfFord  on  the  5  th  of  April  1802,  give 
in  and  deliver  such  false  instrument  to. the  grand 
jury,  aifBrming  it  to  have  been  sworn,  and  well 
knowing  (he  contrary :  by  which  means  the  sum 
of  451.  was  ordered  by  the  grand  jury  to  be  paid, 
as  it  was  paid  to  Mr.  Hart,  one  of  the  overseers 
Bam'ed  in  the  presentment :  and  the  owner  of  the 
lands»  through  which  the  worst  part  of  the  road 
nm:  that  Mr.  Hart  pocketed  thos  whole  of  tlie 
tfioney,  and  left  tlie  road  kn  passable :  for  accord- 
ing to  the  evidence  given  on  oath  by  Mr.  Cham- 
bers a  justice  of  the  peace  and  conservator  of  the 
roads  in  thai:  district,  who  surveyed  the  road  in 
question  within  very  few  nK>nths  after  it  was  al- 
leged to  have  heed  made,  that  the  work  was  ioeffi* 
cienltly  done,  with  sods  and  a  little  gravel  sprink- 
led over  it,;  that  the  road  was  through  a  lowland 
yi  a  mountainous  part  of  the  country,  which  was 
thb  estate  of  Mr.  Hart:  that  he  enquired  of  the 
tenants,  why  the  road  was  not  better  -done,  and 
wa^  answered,  that  they  owed  Mr.  Hait  an  arrear 
of.  rent,  upwards  of  three  years,  and  that  Dobson, 
Mr.  ^Hart's  agent^  came  to  tl)e  lands  and  divided 
tlie  rosld  amongst  them,  acconding  as  every  man 
wa^  in  debt  to  liis  landlord  :  and  that  they  afier- 
wards  got  receipts  from  Dobson,  as  far  as  the  road 
Went:  ilydt  they   were  allowed  by  Dobson  only 
4s/ ^1.  a  perch,  and  they  lieard  tfs.  a  perch  had 
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been  given  by  the  county.  Mr.  Chambers  further  J^ 
«\vore  at  the  trial,  that  upon  enquiry  of  Mr.  Ir- 
vine, why  he  had  sworn  such  an  affidavit,  Ike  had 
indignantly  denied,  that  he  had  ever  swora  it: 
though  admitting,  tliat  he  had  been  applied  to  by 
Dobson  for  the  purpose,  and  had  said,  that  for  a 
church  full  if  gold  he  would  not  do  suck  a  thing. 
That  Dobson  then  applied  to. Irvine  to  sign  his 
name  to  the  paper :  and  that  he  did  so.  «He  durst 
not  refuse,  because  he  had  hog  leate  from  Mr. 
Hart,  which  he  might  be  turned  out  of,  if  he  re* 
fused.  He  Further  swcire,  that  the  road  was  then 
(1803)  impassable,  that  he  could  not  ride  over  it» 
that  he  was  forced  to  alight  from  his  horse,  which 
was  bogged  in  the  road,  and  that  the  grass  was 
growing  through  a  part  of  it :  that  he  (Mr.  Cham* 
hers)  had  made  a  report,  'which'  he  delivered  in 
writing  to  the  grandjury  of  all' those  circumstances 
^t  the  Spring  assisses  in  1S03.  It  wa$  also  proved 
at  the  trial  by  Mr.  Alexander  Stewdrt,  the^foieman 
of  the  grand  jury,  that  Dobson  was*  called  brforfe 
the  grand  jury  at  that  assize,  and  the  report  'was 
read  to  him :  that  he  at  first  detiied  the  charge,  but 
that  he' afterwards  admitted  it,  aind  said  it  tNts  a 
common  practice  in  that  country.  The  grand  jury 
thereupon  came  to  strong  resolutions,  censuring  the 
condjict  of  Dobson,  and  applied  to  Mr.  J.  Gal*- 
braith*  (one  of  themselves)  the  Crown  Solicitor^ 

'    .  .   ^  if. 

*  It  wiU  be  remetnbercd,  that  this  charge  of  Mr.  Hart  against 
Mr.  J.  Fox  was  the  first  and  only  one  brought  forward  agaiVist 
him  so  late  as  the  31st  of  May  ISOi.  It  prominently  carries 
TipoD  the  face  of  it  the  essential  spirit  of  the  state  persecution  of 
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^05.  ^  to  prosecute  him.  It  appeared  further  in  evidence, 
that  Mr.  Hart  had  received  the  entire  sum  of  4-51. 
so  presented,  soon  after  the  Lent  assizes  in  1802, 
and  had  allowed  his  tenants^  in  arrear  of  rent,  to 
the  amount ;  and  that  Dobson  gave  them  receipts 
by  his  directions :  That  Mr,  Hart  was  a  grand 
juror  at  the  time  the  presentment  was  first  pas- 
sed :  and  also  when  an  alteration  was  made  by  the 
grand  jui^  ki  the  appointment  of  the  overseers : 
Mr.  Irvine,  who  though  no  tenant,  was  under  the 
influence  of  Mr.  Hart,  having  been  substituted  in 
the  lieu  of  a  Mr.  MicHell.  That  Mr.  Hart  was 
likewise  a  grand  juror,  when  the  fictitious  account- 
ing affidavit  was  given  in  by  Dobson  his  agent  in 
1802.  He  was  also  on  the  grand  jury,  when  Dob- 
son at  the  Spring  assizes  in  1803,  confessed  his 
guilt :  and  when  they  passed  the  resolution  of  cen- 
sure against  him :  and  he  was  one  of  the  grand 
jurors,  who  actually  found  the  bill  of  indictment 
against  Dobson,  for  the  fraud  and  cheat,  at  which 
they  were  so  highly  indignant  Yet  this  very  Air. 
Hart,  one  of  those  indignants,  came  on  the  table 
at  the  next  assizes,  and  putting  off  the  character 
of  a  censorious  grand  juror,  and  assuming  the  qua- 

an  uprigbt  and  firm  judge  making  a  ipirtuous  stand  against  the 
managers  aad  «ootroulers  of  a  country,  in  which  fraud,  pecula- 
tion and  peijnry  were  admitted  to  be  a  cotnmon  practice.  Mr. 
Hart's  petitions  to  the  Lords  and  Commons  were  manufactured 
by  Mr.  James  Galbraitb,  who  exhibited  himself  at  the  bar  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  as  attorney  to  the^prosecutor,  crown  solicitor, 
grand  juror,  purveyor  qf  etfidence,  paymaUer  qf  toitnesaes,  drawer 
qf  petitions f  and  witneu  in  the  cause. 
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llty  of  a  disinterested  witness,  swore  against  Dolv  ^^os. 
son's  own  confession,  and  against  the  mass  of  evi-^ 
dence,  which  had  induced  him  and  the  other  grand 
jurors  to  |!>ass  those  damnatory  resolutions,  that 
Mr.  Dobson  was  a  very  honest  man  :  and  he  con- 
ti  nued  to  employ  him  as  his  agent  after  the  confes- 
sion of  guilt  as  he  had  done  for  many  years  before. 
Can  it  be  wondered  at  after  this,  that  Mr.  J,  Fox 
should  have  said  from  the  bench,  that  Mr.  Hart 
ought  to  produce  a  witness  to  his  own  character  ? 
This  8th  charge  presented  by  Lord  Abercorn  to 
the  Lords  to  be  handed  down  to  posterity  on  their 
journals  and  records,  is  ushered  in  by  the  impu- 
dently false  and  malignant  words,  that  the  said 
Luke  Fox  did  contrary  to  every  principle  of  laa^  and 
justice^  &c. :  and  wonderful  to  state,  Mr.  Hart 
himself  is  brought  before  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  as  the  principal  witness  to  prove  the 
charge  *• 

The  jury  having  heard  the  charge  given  byi>«s««ntof 
the  jifdge,  retired  to  consider  their  verdict ;  and  the 
judge  proceeded  to  dispose  of  the  remaining  busi- 
ness  of  the  assizes.  After  several  trials  had  been 
gone  through,  a  message  was  delivered  to  the 
judge,  that  the  jury  had  agreed  in  their  verdict : 
and  being  ordered  into  court,  the  foreman  ten^ 
dered  a  verdict,  finding  in  substance  the  traverser 

•  Tbe  Rev.  Mr.  Bobinson,  who  was  foreman  of  the  jury,  that 
tried  Dobson,  a  geatlemah  of  great  respectability^  onequivocally 
declared,  that  if  Mr.  Hart  had  been  then  on  his  trial,  they  would 
have  found  him  guilty  of  the  same  offencQ  on  the  evidence  gives 
^ijring  \\m  trial  of  Dobsoa. 


190  The  Reign  of  GMrge  nL      , 

2^^  guilty  of  procuririg  a  fictitious  accounting  affidavit. 
The  judge  refused  to  take  this  verdict,  a»  not  be- 
ing a  fimiing  on  the  issue,  which  they  had  to  try, 
and  again  explained  the  nature  of  the  iksue^  upon 
Avbich  the  forcmai^  sai<l,  that  nine  of  the  jury  were 
for  finding  the  traverser  guilty  of  tlie  oiFence  ge- 
nerally :  but  that  three  were  against  it,  alleging  as 
a  reason,    that  Dobson  profited  nothing  by  the 
fraud.     The  jury  were  again  sent  hack  to  their 
room:, and  the  judge  finished  what  business  re- 
mained :  and  amongst  other  things,  he  passed  sen- 
tence upon  M'Dowgal,  who  had  been  found  guilty 
b}''  the  same  jury.     When  the  business  drew  near  a 
close,  the  judge  sent  a  message  by  a  bailiff  to  tlM 
jury,  to  enquire,  whether  they  Tiad  agreed,  or  were 
likely  to  agree  in  their  verdict;  to  which  a  nega- 
tive answer  was  given.    After  some  time  to  a  like 
message  a  like  answer  was  returned:  when  by  di* 
lection  of  the  judge,  the  ]\xry  were  informed,  that 
if  they  were  not  likely  to  agrpe;  the  court  would 
be  adjourned  until  six  o'clock  on  Monday  niorn«» 
ing;^    The  jury  having  once  more  sent  a  message  to 
the  judge,  that  they  were  not  likely  to  agree,  after 
having  waited  half  an  hour  longer,  the  court  was 
adjourned  about  eight  o'clock  on   the  Saturday 
evening,  till  six  o^clock  on  the  Monday  morning. 
Within  an  lumr  after  the  judge  had  left  the  court^ 
a  message  was  sent  from  the  jury  to  signify  to  him, 
that  tljey  Irad  at  last  agreed  in  a  vef<lict;  finding 
the  traverser  guilty;  with  the  intent  of  rccomniend- 
ing  him  to  mercy.    AVhilst  the  foreman  was  knock* 
i4ig  at  the  door  to  send  iA  the  message,  one  of  the^ 
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jury  said,  he  never  had  agreed,  and  never  would  _**^ 
agree  to  that  verdict*;  but  the  other  eleven  did 
agree  to  it  Thereupon  they  went  back  to  their 
room,  and  submitted  from  that  state  of  dissent  to 
be  carried  to  the  verge  of  the  county,  where  they 
were  discharged,  persevering  to  the  la^  in  their 
disagreement.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  Mr.  Ro- 
binson the  foreman,  and  his  fellow  jurors^  peremp- 
torily reflised  to  sign  a  petition  against  Judge 
I  ox  f.  He  declared,  that  if  he  signed  any  peti- 
tion at  all^  it  would  be  to  express  his  approbation 
of  Judge  Fox's  conduct.  Thus  was  Mr.  Hart  left 
to  bring  forward  his  own  case  before  the  Lords 
and  Commons  with  the  countenance  and  private 
aid  of  the  British  Minister,  and  some  of  his  mo$t 
obsequious  tools,  and  the  public  and  unblushing 
exertions  of  the  Marquis  of  Abercom,  Sir  John 
Stewart,  late  Attorney  General,  and  their  trusty 
and  sympathizing  associate  and  pluralist  James 
Galbraith.     The  entire  of  the  civil  and  criminal 

*  This  was  specificaiiy  sworn  to  in  an  examifKilion  taLea  b^ 
Mr.  James  Gatbrattfa  (vrko  to  his  other  nuraetoas  charaK:ters,  aHds 
Ibat  of  a  jQstice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Donegal^)  olf 
John  Stewart,  Esq.  (one  of  that  jury)  on  the  2d  of  September 
1  SO) ;  before  any  accusation  of  Judge  Foic  had  bten  thought  of. 
The  original  examination  is  amongst  the  record*  of  tiie  couuty 
of  Donegal. 

f  Thh  came  out  apoi>  the  cross  exanwuation  of  Mr.  James 
GalbraUh  before  the  Lords,  ^t  had  inirited  Mr.  Robinson  ta 
dine  with  hm  in  Dublin,  offered  him  lOOl.  for  going  to  London 
to  giro  evidence  against  Mr^  J.  ¥o\,  smd  lirged  his  assurance, 
that  he  and  his  fellow  jurors  ishould  be  liberally  rewairded,  ii'  they 
wotdd  come  forward  in  support  of  the  pro^ecutioa. 
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2f^  busittess  was  finished  on  the  Saturday  with  the  ex- 
ception qf  taking  the  presentments;  and  all  the 
jurors  and  suitors  and  other  persons  attending  the 
assizes  were  then  discharged,  except  the  grand 
jury,  and,  the  petty  jury  deliberating  on  their  ver- 
dict in  Dobson's  case.  The  sentence,  which  Mr. 
J.  Fox  thought  fit  to  pass  upon  M'Dowgal  *  was, 

*  Upon  good  and  cogent  reasons  did  Mr.  J.  Fox  dieem  it  ne* 
cessary  to  pass  an  exemplary  sentence  on  this  delinquent  in  a. 
country,  where  Orangeism  held  the  ascendancy^  where  it  had 
beefn  proved  in jftyidence,  that  the  crimes  of  w^ich  M'Dougal 
h^d  been  found  gailty  were  a  common  practice,  and  that  Dob- 
ton  had  made  the  frequency 'and  notoriety  of  it  his  justiiicatioB 
and  defence.  Whence  it  happened,  that  the  frequency  and  im- 
punity of  ^elinquency^had  introduced  a  species  of  Idcal  morali-  ^ 
ty,  which  treated  the  most  flagitious  cnntes  (perjbry,  robbery, 
of  the  public^  and  murder  of  informers,  witnesses,  &c.)  as  re- 
inial  oflences,  and  practically  cleared  them  of  shame  and  remorse 
by  admitting;  the  perpetrator  into,  society,  and  swearing  in  a 
court  of  justice,  aadLthat  he  was  entitled  to  the  character  of  a  ' 
pay  honest  num.  It  may  here  be  instructive  to  some  readers  to 
Jay  before  them  the  general  system  of  Irish  law  of  GrantiJury 
presentments,  out  of  which  such  an  enormity  of  abuse  has  ema- 
nated. Within  threescore  years  immediately  preceding  the 
union  of  Ireland  wjth  Great  Britain,  a  code  of  laws  was  enacted 
by  th^  parliament  of  Ireland,  introducing  a  sytem  tilt  then  un- 
known to  any  part  of  th|!  United  Kingdom,  of  making  and  re- 
pairing public  roads  and  bridges,  for  the  communication  and 
conveniency  of  the  inhabitants.  By  these  statutei^  which  are 
numerous,  the  Grand  Juries  at  the  assizes  aceL.  empowered  to 
present  any  sums  of  money,  Hmited  in  amomit  only  by  the  de  • 
mands  made  upon  them,  and  by  their  own  direction  to  be  levied 
on  their  respective  counties,  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  re- 
,  pairing  the  roads,  in  the  several  districts  of  such  coonties.  ^ 

These  presentments,  where  a  new  road  is  to  be  made,  cannot 
by  law  bo  passed,  nniesr  jnevioos  to  the  assises,  two  credibjl^ 
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tQ  be  ^nlp^•i^Qned  one  ye?ir ;  to  p^y  a  fine  of  lOOl.  ,^J^ 
to  the  Ki^g^  and  to  be  tTi^ice  pilloried,     Tliis  se- 

persons  shs^lt  b^ve  made  affidavit,  that  they  had  measured  the 
ae^  intj^nded  line  of  road  :  that  it  would  take  a  speciBciec]  sqrn 
to  Qij^ke  it,  and  that  such  new  line  of  road  was  situated  between 
a  pi^r^cel  tfiyfn  and  the  sea.  Such  affidavits  are  to  be  given  in 
to  the  siQcrclary  of  the  Grand  Jury,  six  days  l^fore  the  assises* 
aa4  to  remain,  afterwards,  among  the  records  of  the  county. 
Tbe  Grand  Jury  may  pass  these  presentments  in  their  discre- 
tion. The  moqey  so  presented  is  levied  on  the  occupiers  of  the 
iao/cl«  or  the  tenants  actually  cultivating  the  soil,  in  addition  to 
their  rents  ps^y^ble  to  their  landlords.  And  the  landlord  contrl-' 
butes  no  part  of  this  tax,  unless  for  such  land,  as  he  may  actu- 
ally occjupy  7  which  in  general  forms  but  a  small  part  of  his  es- 
tate. If  he  occupy  ixo  land^  he  contributes-  nothing  to  the 
charge  or  st^e9went.  }t  thus  becomes  a  tax  upon  occupancy 
in  a  coimtry*  where  the  occupiers  of  the  land,  from  the  dearth 
of  tr^de  aud  manufactures  ^re  extremely  numerous  and  indigent* 
TUe  poor,  who  may  benefit  by  the  labour  of  making  the  roads^ 
B^t]ist  ^e^  from  the  nature  of  the  system,  and  in  fact  are  few  in 
nmnber  ;  and,  confined  to  the  tenants,  aivl  dependants  of  those, 
wj^  imjK>se  the  tax.  Thcwse  are  generally  the  only  persons  em- 
ployed m  tJ^o.se  works.  In  inany  parts  of  Ireland,  the  grand  ju- 
ror, \vl^q  iinpo^es  the  tax,  receives  the  money  from  the  county 
treasurer,  and  gives  receipts  to  his  tenants  (paying  perhaps,  a 
^■^ck  rent  Cor  their  land)  for  the  money.  The  poor  tjius  employed, 
are,  iu  consjequence,  countenanced  in  idleness,  and  protected  in 
fc^ud  ;  Hi^  ^  degrading  despondency  is  created,  debasing  to  the 
fpirit,  9jp4  injurious  to  the  industry  of  the  people.  The  amount 
of  this  tax  has  been  generally  calculated  to  exceed  six  hundred 
thousand  pounds  a  year..  The  presentment  for  the  county  of  Tijp- 
perary  for  the  last  year  ( I S 10)  exceeded  1 00,0001. 

]pvery  presentiji^ient  contains  a  description  of  the  road  to  be 
mad^  or  repfured  ;  the  sum  to  be  expended,  aqd  the  names  of  tw(^ 
or  more  ptersoas,  who  are  appointed  by  the  grand  jury,  to  see, 
tjif^the  work  is  fairly,  and  properly  done.    These  overseers  are 

VOL,   II.  O 
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^^^^  vere  sentence  upon  a  defaulter  in  matters  of  of- 
fence, to  which  too  many  then  in  court  were  fa- 

to  accoantby  affid^vk  sworn  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  to  be 
laid  before  the  grand  jury  at  the  ensuing  assizes.  In  order  to 
prevent  abuses,  it  is  provided^  that  no  presentment  should  be  va« 
lid,  unless  first  rqad  in  open  court,  and  passed  or.  Jiaied  by  the 
judge :  and  that  ho  order  for  payment  of  money  by  the  trea-* 
surer,  should  be  made  without  an  affidavit,  accounting  for  the 
due  expenditure  of  the  moi^ey,  and  ilfke  honest  execution  of  th^ 
work,  being  read  in  open  court  and  allowed,  or  passed  by  the 
judge.  The  former  is  what  is  called  in  Ireland,  taking  the  pre- 
sentments; and  the  latter,  discharging  the  queries;  because  a 
question  is  put  on  every  accounting  affidavit,  before  the  judge 
allows  or  discharges  it.  Id  consequence  of  which,  an^ order  is 
made  for  payment  of  the  money  presented  to  the  overseers. 

This  is  an  invidious  and  vexatious  duty  of  the  upright  judge, 
who  will  therefore  give  offence  in  all  instances,  whtre  resort  is 
had  to  the  mo^  shameful  practices,  to  evade  the  law ;  of  which 
some  persons  of  a  better  description,  from  the  facility  gfreiu 
the  frequency  of  the  example,  and  thp  difficulty  of  detection 
have  not  been  found  blameless.  In  the  nature  of  the  system, 
abuses  will  be  committed  in  the  application  of  large  sums  of 

'  money,  to  be  accounted  for  in  this  cursory  manner  by  affidavits^ 
hastily  read  in  court,  in  the  hurry  of  assizes,  and  where  the  judge 
must  be  necessarily  ignorant,  whether  the  affidavits  have  beea 
duly  sworn  by  the  parties.  These  strong  temptations  to  per- 
jury h-aTe  a  direct  tendency  to  sap  the  fundamental  principles  of 
religion,  morality,  and  justice.  Every  stage  of  a  presentment 
is  marked  by  one,  or  tnore  affidavits,  which  swells  the  number  of 
affidavits  at  assizes  in  Ireland  to  a  number  inconceivably  great  ^ 
In  thi$  state  of  things,  where  ike  frauds  tscreso  extensive  and  enor- 
mous, the  perpetration  net  discountenanced,  the  difficulty  of 
detcctioJ^  so  great,  as  almost  to  insure  impunity,  it  became  th« 
imperious  duty  of  a  judge,  whenever  a  conviction  occurred,  to 

^  impose  sucfi  a  punishment;  as  would  brand  the  offence  with  tegal 
igaomiojr,  and  d«ter  others  from  committing  it.    Under  these 
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familiarized,  created  general  alarm  and  consterna*  yj^^tj 
tion  amongst .  those  in  particular,  whose  sympa^  . 
thizing  consciences  brought  to  their  recollection 
their  own  guilt.  Hard  were  the  reflections  upon 
Mr.  Hart  from  those,  who  bore  in  mind  the 
grounds  of  dissent  in  such  of  the  jurors,  as  had 
•refused  to  find  Dobson  guilty,  because  he  pocH- 
^ted  nothing  by  the  transaction.  This  was  clear* 
ly  bringing  home  to  Mr.  Hart  the  original  and 
primary  offence,  in  which  his  agent  Dobson  was 
palpably  an  instrument  for  his  benefit.  Mr.  Hart . 
was  a  man  of  powerful  influence  and  connections 
n  t)ie  county  :  he  was  an  acquaintance,  and  had 
been  a  client  of  the  judge,  whose  virtue  would  not 
permit  him  to  fall  into  such  a  dereliction  of  honor 
and  duty,  as  to  allow  affluence  qx  influence  to 
conntenance,  screen  or  encourage  abuses,  which 
had  already  become  a  national  reproach. 

Whilst  the  jury  was  deliberating  on  Dobson^s  *  . 
case,  Mr.  Fox  read  over  hi?  notes  of  the  evidence ;«>«ct of  wrr. 
and  finding,  on  consideration,  that  Mr.  Hart  was 
ftrongly  implicated  in  the  guilt  of  that  transac- 
tion, and  that  a  weH  connected  chain  of  corrobo- 
rating circumstances  strongly  tended  to  bring  the 
real  guilt  and  infamy  of  it  to  his  door,  at  the  sure 
peril  of  offending  a,  set  of  men  in  that  county  (the 
Orange  ascendancy)  whose  number  and  power  it 

circaaistances»  Ireland  is  highly  indebted  to  the  firm  and  virtu-^ 
oys  jadge^  who  passed  ao  just  and  necessary  a  sentence  npon  so 
aotorious  and  infamous  a  defaulter. 

0  2 
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I  was  rfattgcrous  to  provoke,  he  sent  fe?  Mn  Jamet 
.  Galbraith,  the  Crown  SoUcHor,  to  his  todgiug^,  oa 
the  Sunday,  and  gave  him  directions  to  reduce  in- 
to an  information  Such  of  the  diiferent  ^ts^  which 
had  appeared  in  evtdeneo  on  the  trial  of  fXobson^ 
as  tended  to  implicate  Mr.  Hart  in  the  guilt  of. 
that  ttsaHf^actipn,  and  to  ii^ve  the  information  read)^ 
to  be  sworn  zi  the  sitting  of  die  Court,  on  the  fol? 
lowing  moPRtng;-     Mr.  •GalbFaith   was    t^under-r 
striicken :  started  many  difficulries:  made  a  vast  pa- 
rade of  ignorance :  attempted  many  expktnatioqs : 
but  at  last  submitted  (most  reluctantly)  to  the  in^ 
iexorable  commnads  of  the  virtuous  judge.     Early 
on  Monday  mornings  after  the  presentments  had 
been  taken  in  Ooort,^tbe  Judge  gavse  directions  tp 
liave   Mr.  Galbraitb  called;:   he    had   ^ddenly 
disappeared  :  but  w^s  soon  found  and  pioduced  in 
Xx)urt.     The  Jifdge 'desired  him  from  tlie  bench  to. 
comply  with  the  directions  he  bad  given  him  the. 
.day  before.    On  which  Mn.  Galb^t^  took  Me. 
Chambers,  (he  principal  witness  ou  Dobsau's  trial, 
who  had  tkposed  tbe:moe4;  material  circumstances 
against  Mr,  Hart,   out  of  Court ;  and  after  bavf- 
.  iog  settled  the  informatioatogether,  they  returned 
^hto  Conrt^  and  Mr.  Chambers,  awore  It  before  sU 
magistrate  then  pre<^nt.    When,  the  iuformatiou 
„had  beeii  sworn,  tl-ie  Judge  addressed  the  genjtlemeix 
•of  the  Grand  Jury,  stating  the  circumstances  of  Mr. 
M -Dowgaffs  and  Mr.  Dobson's  trials,  and  tW  evi^ 
dence  given  oh  the  latter,  which  appeared,  strongly 
to  affect  Mr,  Hart,     lie  then  detailed  the  nature 
and  circumsta.ncc:s^  as  they  were  detailed  in  the. 
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itifoiiimtion  6f  Wfe  (Mt  Hart's^  offence^  and  as  ^  ^^' 
they  had  appealed  oil  the  trrai  of  Dob9dn.  He 
tottdtnkd  by  directing^  thiat  the  sheriff  ihould  tafee 
Mr:  riaVt  into  ^astody,  ia  order  thkt  be  might  give 
bail,  to  hbid<e  hk  «^ial  at  the  next  missises  foi"  that 
dfi^htie.  Mr.  Gitoi}8on^  who  \i^s  stdndiog  in  Gourt 
tl^a^  the  J^idge^  intem^xbtteiy  a»d  repeatedly  at- 
t^pted  i^  Jor4i^rupt  ham.  The  Judge  checklsd 
iliin,  SVith  to  at^td^nce^  that  whfen. lib  had  done 
tvbat  hfe  duty  i^qi^wibd  of  him,  he.  would  ^te  Mr. 
H^rt  k  |)alient  bearing)  shoidd  he  hkve  any  thing 
to  say.  Mr.  Hart  got  upon  the  fablb,  the  mo- 
inent  th«  j^ge  hftd  iclosied/  aiid  ^drbsrad*  .him 
*riih  linlieddttting  Warttith  ;  he  wab  Hetninddd^  :thai^ 
tl)e  cduf t  Wa^  1)6  pla^  for  such  infemperakicei  and 
the  sbtriff  vm^  ofd^fcd:«D  cto  his  duty.  Mr.  Hart 
ttfen\vfeiit  ftom  off  the  tibte  Id  the  Bide  bar,  whefe 
ttavdr^erd  ^afually  fetand^  not  to  the  ^limmn  dock^* 
k>t  ftloh'^  t]tar,  ^  Mr.  Hart  fitlfceiy  Asserted  in  his 
Jietitidh.  fteftce  lie  addressed  the  judge  in  inao- 
ieiit  *erHfV3  of  reproadi  and  menace,  intiihating 
i^inly  a  design  to  challenge  him;  He  told  hir»/ 
that  After  \m  treatment  ^f  a  nobkfaian  of  high 
i-kiilc,  h^  was  taot  sai^prizi^d  at  his  condiict  towards 

•  Vid.  ante  note,  p.  ^3.  According  to  the  known  axiom,  those, 
who  seek  redress  in  a  coiirt  of  jusiice  should  enter  it  t^ith  de&n 
hands.  Mr.  H'art,  on  the  contrary,  obtruded  himieir  oh  the 
lii^est  j\irid)eeil  Iribuikal  in  the  Britifth  empire,  with  the  wages 
of  guilt  in  hi»  haHds>  and  the  ivords  of  falsehood  on  his  lips ; 
having  (unquestionably  for  the  purpose  of  inflaihing  the  public 
'feeling  against  Mr.  J.  Fox)  in  one  petition  five  several  times  dis- 
tinctly repeated  the  notorious  uhtruth,  that  by ^order  6f  the  Jud*ge 
be  yras  committed  to  the  cofnermn  fclom  dock. 
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^^:^  him  :  that,  al$  a  man  of  honour,  he  would  reieut 
it:    called  Upon  the  Grand  Jury  to  support  his 
cause,  and  emphatically  asserted,  that  he  had  done 
nothing  more,  than  every  man  of  them  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  doing :  and  concluded  a  most  impu- 
dent address,  by  introducing  again  the  noblenian 
by  name,  whom  he  had  befoTC  alhided  to,  as  if  for 
the  purpose  of  intimidation.     Mr.  Hart  was  not 
interrupted  in  his  address.    After  it  was  finished, 
the  Judge  repelled  tiie  insolent  attack  with  firm 
and  dignified  coolness.     Mr.  Hart  then  gave  bail 
and  was  discharged, 
singatar        Immediately  after  Mr.  Hart  had  been  admitted 
M°'*]^.*^to  bail,  and  before  he  quitted  the  Court,  the  jury 
enclose  in  Dobson's  case  were  ordered  into  court, 
and  after  their  names  had  been  called  over,  and 
haying  been  asked  by  the  officer  of  the  Court, 
whether  they  had  agreed  in  their  verdict  ?  Mr. 
Robinson,  their  foreman,  answered  in  tlie  nega- 
tive ;  And  instantly  added,  that  Mr.  Hart  had  pro- 
cured  access  to  the  jury  the  day  before,  and  had 
spoke^  to  them,  whilst  shut  up;  and  deliberating^ 
on  the  verdict,  in  words  calculated  to  infiueuce 
their  verdict :  that  he  told  them  Mr,  M^Dowgal 
had  met  with  a  most  severe  sentence,   which  he 
specified,   and  warned  them,  that  if  they  found 
Dobson  guilty  he  would  meet  with  the  same  fate^ 
Tlie  judge  expressed  suitable  indignation  at  this 
outrage  upon  justice,  and  severely  reprimanded 
Mr.  Hart,  who  did  not  even  attempt  to  repel  the 
charge  thus  publicly  made  upon  hira.     Conscious 
of  guilt,  he  shrunk  from  denial.     His  high  crested 
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insolence  dropped  into  guilty  taciturnity  and  con-  ^^^' 
fusion,  when  he  was  charged  in  open  Court,  be- 
fore the  grand  and  petty  jury,  "  with  having  pro-  • 
cured  a  sum  of  the  public  money  to  be  paid  to 
him  (Mr.  Hart)  by  false  and  fraudulent  pre^ 
tences :  a  sum  of  money,  which  he  had  pocket- 
ted  ;  which  he  had  retained  in  his  possession, 
after  Dobson  had  confessed  the  frauds,  by  which 
it  had  been  procured:  which  he  had  in  his 
pocket  at  the  tine  of  his  uttering  those  words 
to  the  jury,  whose  privacy  he  had  shamefully 
invaded,  and  who  by  law,  and  under  the  sanc- 
**  tion  of  an  oath,  were  debarred  from  all  inter- 
"  course*  except  with  the  leave  of  the  court.'* 
Although  the  judge  would  have  been  warranted 
in  committing  Mr.  Hart  instantly  to  the  felon's 
dock  for  this  audacious  contempt  of  court,  and  of 
public  justice,  he  merely  (perhaps  too  Jeniently) 
directed  Mr.  Galbraith  to  institute  a  second  prose- 
cution gainst  Mr.  Hart  for  this  second  offence, 
which  was  so  closely  blended  and  interwoven  with 
the  first,  as  to  form  but  one  transaction. 

Th^  sequel  of  this  grand  contest  between  the^i^jji^rt 
chaste  administration  of  justice  and  the  overbearing  ^^i^j^JJ^^ 
arrogance  of  provincial  corruption,shew6  how  neces-  ctaiid  jik^ 
sary  the  stern  virtue  of  the  judge*  was  tp  vindicate 


net. 


*  If  it  be  allowable  to  compare  little  with  great  thingSi  it  may , 
be  truly  said  of  the  Orange  ascendancy,  which  pervaded  Ulster 
and  too  many  other  parts  of  the  island  ;  that  in  the  progress  of 
their -destructive  career,  they  beheld  cuncta  teprarum  subacta, 
fraier  atracem  anifnum  Catonism  ^  The  world  subdued,  save  the 
"  inexorable  mind  of  Cato/^ 
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^5^     tlife  hoitour  aiid  enlbrcfe  th6  efficiency  bf  iiktiobal 
jiistite.     At  thfe  nexit  assists,  Mr.  Harfc  Was  fcrretl 
for  tlife  bfrence  'of  prbcurihg  'dcdess  tti^  ifrd  tem- 
'f/eHttg  \vith  the  pett}' jat-y,  with  iriteiifc  to  obstruct 
iaiicj  pr'^Veht   thb  jiublic   jU^tice  ot  thfe^  country. 
At  the  trial  'th6  feet  was  most  satifectofHy  prov- 
ed,   dticl  after  '^n  able  charge  from  Mr.   Baron 
Smith,  the  jury  retired,  atid  after  k  lohg  delibe- 
ration,  brbu^^t'in  a  finding,  i'fitit  Mr.  Hbrtwa^ 
giiitty  ofipenking  the  words  fai'd  iH  tht  intHctiiknt^ 
iiii  not  With  any  evil  thtention,     Thfe  judge  itfiis- 
e'd  to  receive  this  fihdihg,    as  bein^  imp&feci  and 
ins'ehsibte.     I'he  jury  were  's'ent  back  to  reconsider 
the  verdict,  arid  sdoh  returned  With  a  veirdJct,  ac- 
quitting Mr.  Hart  generally  :^  hot  bein'g  abte  fcb  m- 
fer  any  i'ro|>roper  intehti'rfri  frdhi  the  Cotidu'dt  of 
!]VIr.  faiaft,  ill  obtruding  oh  the  privacy  bf  thej'uty. 
At  the  same  a'ssizes  (Spring  IfeO^)  a  biti  of  indict- 
ment was  'sefit  Up  to  thfe  Grand  ;^ury,  thal-gm^ 
Mr.  tiart  with  haVing  fraud ulehtly,  ahd  by  fMie 
pretencei^,  prcctii'ed  the  suni  of  £^5.  \6  be  ^aid  to 
him  by  thfe  trfeasurei*  t)F  bonegal.     The  h\\\  Was 
Ignored  by  the  tioriegal  Grand  JilVy  !  \  !    Dbbson 
was  again  tried  at  the  asi^ir^s  and  ibund  guilty  6f 
ifrautiuiehtly  procuring  the  Tnbhty  \6  be  paid  to 
Mr.  tiarL    Thus,  at^r  a  hard  fou'ght  cbnte^,  the 
.  f4ct  of  fraud  was  at  last  established  by  the  verdict 
of  a  juiy.  Yet  Mr.  Hart  retains  that  money,  which 
has  been  stamped  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury  of  the 
*couhtTy,  lA  whteh  be  Kves,  to  have  been  tlie  wieiges 
of  fafeehood,  deceptidii  aiid  frattd.     Such  ^'sEs  Cfte 
subject  matter  of  that  famous    petition  of  Mr. 
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Hart,   preseQted  to  both  Housies  of  Padiament     W5. 
introduced  ooder  such  high  and  mighty  authority, 
as  to    threaten  destruction  to  the   fortune,  and, 
what  ht  mol-fc  highly  valued,  the  honour  and  cha- 
racter of  Mar.  Judge  Fdx. 

The  next  article  of  ciompkirit  wafe,  «'  That  the^J;.^  ^ 
**  said  Lute  Tqx.  at  ^.ifFord,  on  the  sanife  circuit,  "«^'«?f 
"  did,  contrary  to  law^  take  upoti  himself  to  ;z/7/ present- 
'*  divers  prefifentmenti),  that  the  Graivd  Jury^  on" 
*'  their  oaths,  made  for  the  repair  of  roads,  al- 
*'  though  tlie  said  presentments  were,  in  all  res- 
/*  pfcts,  agreeable  to  la>v^,  alledging^  as  the  only 
**  groubd  for  isuch  conduct,  that  the  name  of 
*^  James  UaoviltoQi  Esq.  was  affixed  as  an  ovcr- 
**  seer  to  said  presentments."  Tlie  proof  of  this 
charge  rented  solely  upon  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Hart,  vfho  deposed  licfore  the  jCommittee  of  the 
Hotise  of  Lords :  **  that  the  jury  having  been 
"  read  over,  Mr.  J.  Fox  proceeded  to  read  and 
^^  pass  tliie  ptesentmentS)  in  doing  which  he  seem- 
**  ed  a  good  deal  irritated,  aud  particularly  cap- 
**  tioqs  with  Lord  Abert^orn's  agent,  Mr,  Hamjl- 
'*  too,  a  gentleman  of  very  higli  respectability,* 
"  whose  presentments  Mr.  Fox  set  aside  and  ^il- 
*^  led,  assigning  no  other  reason,  th^n  that  the 
*^  n£im€  of  James  Hamilton  appeared  endorsed  as 
*'  ati  overseer."  Mr-  Hart  was  then  questioned 
hiy  otte  of  the  Lords,  whether  JVk-  J-  T'ox  as- 
signed that  as  his  reason,  or^ay,  tliat  was  his  ori- 

*  lie  has  recently  been  knighted  for  his  services  by  the  Duke 
oi  Richmond^  when  on  a  visit  to  Lord  Abencorn. 
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1^  ly  reason  for  nilling  the  ptesentment,  on  wbith 
Mr.  Hamilton's  name  appeared  indorsed  as  over- 
seer ?  to  which  he  answered,  "  He  did.    As  soon 
**  as  he  saw  tlie  name  of  James  Hamilton,  lie 
"  threw  it  aside^  and  said  :  He  shall  be  no  over- 
**  seer.  -^  And  he  did  so  with  all  the  presentments, 
'^  that  bore   the  name  of  James  Hamilton,  as 
*•  overseer,  endorsed  upon  them."      Such  is  the 
evidence  of  Mn  Hart.  The  fact  is ;  that  Mr.  J.  Fox 
nilled  only  one  presentinent,  tliat  bore  the  name 
of  James  Hamilton  endorsed  as  an  overseer,  and 
passed  all  the  others,  and  there  were  several,  which 
were  so  endorsed,  as  appears  by  the  records  of  the 
county  of  Dopegal,  where/  severar  presentments 
indorsed  with  tl^e  name  of  James  Hamilton  passed 
5at  those  assizes,  may  hi  se?n;     The  other  part  of 
Mr.  part's  evidence  was  contradicted  by  every 
otiier.  witness  examined  to  that  point :  yet  it  is 
matter  of  notoriety  in  the  county  of  Donegal, 
tliat  wheii  Mr.  J.  Fox  nilled  that  single  present- 
ment, he  gave  distinctly,  in  open  Court,   the  rea- 
sons, why  he  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  nill  it.    And 
they  were  as  follows.   That  presentment  was  in- 
dorsed with  two  names  as  overseers,  viz.  James 
Hamilton  and  Js^mes  M'Ganigle.     The  latter  was 
known  to  the  judge  to  be  a  man  neither  of  pro- 
perty nor  character :  had  been  employed  by  James 
Hamilton  in   the  capacity  of  what  is  called  an 
acting  overseer,  for  several  years,  in  and  about  the 
town  of  Strabane,  where  Mr.  James  Hamilton  re- 

*  Vid.  printed  evidence,  p.  SO. 
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sided  ;  and  particularly  on  the  great  road  of  com-  ^2!?^, 
niunication  between  Dublin  and  Derfy,  between 
Omagh  and  Strabane,  to  the  repair  of  which,  im- 
mense sums  had  been  granted  by  the  grand  jury  of 
the  county  of  Tyrone ;  and  the  road,  which  lay  on 
the  circuit,  as  to  a  considerable  part  of  it,  then  was 
as  it  had  been  for  years  almost  impassible.  So 
glaring  had  the  misconduct  of  this  M'Ganigle  be- 
come, that  informations  were  at  length  «wom 
against  him  for  the  most  shameful  frauds  prac« 
tised  by  him  in  his  trade  of  overseer.  For  some 
time  he  absconded  fixmi  justice.  When  he  reap- 
peared, a  bill  of  indictment  was  preferred  against 
him,  though  ignored  by  tl>e  grand  jury.  Afl 
this  was  fully  known  to.  Mr.  Judge  Fox,  and 
that  knowledge  imposed  upon  him  the  indis- 
pensible  obligation  of  objecting  to  his  reappearing 
in  his  old  character  of  overseer,  notwithstanding 
the  ignoramus  of  a  Donegal  grand  jury^  o vcir  which 
the  judge  also  knew  how  far  the  influence  of  Mr« 
James  Hamilton  *  and  Mr.  James  Galbraith  ex- 

^  Mr.  (now  Sir)  James  Hamilton,  was  one  of  the  leading'of- 
ficers  of  that  ounierous  host  of  witnejises,  which  Mr.  Pitt  was 
prevailed  6n  by  the  most  noble  Marquis  of  Abercora  to  subsidize 
for  the  confederated  expedition  against  the  fortune,  character 
and  virtue  of  an  upright  judge.  He  was  largely  paid  out  of  the 
public  purse  for  his  attendance,  time  and  expences  to  and  from 
Westminster  and  Strabane,  but  was  not  brought  into  action. 
After  private  examinations  and  rehearsals  he  was  not  approved 
of  by  the  inspecting  officer  in  England,  and  ^(vas  not  permitted 
to  present  himself  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords*  Not  so  with 
his  co-agent  to  the  Marquis,  Mr.  James  Galbraith.  He  went 
through  a  long  examination;   and  as  a  part  of  his  evidence 
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1805.     tended.     Another  flagrant  circumstaiioe  flashed  in 
the  face  of  the  judge.  Mn  James  Hamilton,  who 

■  • 

•      •  • 

•  8trohg1y  affects  the  system  of  road  jobbing,  so  necessary  to  be 
known  i'o  those,  who  have  a  wish,  'and  may  "acquire  Ihe  power  df 
correcting  the  abUses^of  IreTaftd,  it  is  submitted  to  their  fcotisWcl- 
ratrort.  •  lie  f^-efeccd  h^s  testhaoriy  btefor*  the  S^fcret  Committed, 
\v1tjh  an  assurstnte^  ttikt  he  had  been  for  ni^ny  years  feigilani  juror 
for  bdth  the  bdadties  j6f  Donegal  and  Tyrone.  The  recoirds  of 
those  counties  shew,  that  his  name  ^generally  graced  the  grand 
jurydists  from  1799  to  1804.  Sir  Janaes  Hainittoii  hkS  alsb  beeh 
generally  oh  the  list's  of  the  grand  jurdrs  of  thbse  4w6  bounties 
fcr  several  years.  Question  ti^ara^  one  bf  ih^  Lords.  '*'  Wfiat 
*'  dcjtes  road  jabbing  mean  ?  A.  i  cdn  givfe  very  little  informa- 
"  lion  on  that  subject,  excepting  the  ordinary  conversation  one 
*'  hears  in  the  country,  of  which,  if  your  Lordship's  pleasi^,  I 
"  will  give  ^ou  the  best  information  In  my  pow^'r.  Tt  is  g6tt6- 
'*  rally  considered,  hi  Ireland,  by  6Very  genlletfean  loT  fortune, 
*'  that  he  dw^s  a  duty  tdthe  fjUblic*,  lb  take  fcau^>  that  the  roWs 
"  through  his  estate,  through  tii^  heigh bdarhodd  in  his  part  of 
"  the  country,  should  be  taken  care  of,  and  tlie  gentlemen  g^- 
*'  nerally  attend  the  grand  jury,  for  the  sake  of  taking  part  in 
•'  this  great  object,  and  gentlertncTu,  Iftat  8lr6  p^ers.  Or  of  gi-eat 
*'  estates,  that  arfe  not  resident,  ar*  ^ttcraliy  alitehded  ifot  by 
^  \.heir  ag^htis.  Ifris  usual,  i^hen  a  presdhtmeiit  is  pf^seflted^  ft)r 
"  money,  to  make  or  repair  any  portion  of  a  road,  for  the  pro- 
"  prietore  of  the  land,  or  his  overseers,  to  make  use  of  the  name 
"  of  ttiiother  person,  who  is  employed  either  as  his  agent,  or 
'*  deputy  k  some  person,  that  he  has  confidence  in  to  superintend 
'*  the  immediate  execution  of  the  repairs  of  that  road.  It  fr'e- 
"  quently  happens,  I  beliete,  that  the  nobleman,  or  gentleman 
''  through  whose  estate  a  road  goes,  does  not  pay  much  attention 
"  to  it,  bat  leave  the  execution  of  that  presentment  to  overseers, 
*'  whose  duty  it  is  to  superintendtne  daily  work,  and  the  phrase 
"  of  road  jobbing  is  frequcnily  applied  to  individuals,  who  get 
'*  themse1\es  into  that  situation. 

*'  When  gentlemen  employ  low  persons  to  see  their  present- 
*'  meuts  executed,  these  men  are  sometimes  charged  with  mis* 
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was  the  only  other  overseer  named  with  M'Gani-  ^^^ 
gle,  was  also  the  second  oversey  in  the  present- 
ment in  the  case,  in  which  ArDowgal  iW  been 
convicted.  Mr.  J.  Fox  did  therefore  without  re- 
spect to  persona  m//  that  presentment,  on  which 
M'Ganigle  was  associated  with  his  old  eaiplqveF 
James  Hamilton,  as  overseer. 

The  last  article  of  complaint  was  perspiiah  and^-^^^^*^ 
Tecoited  back  upon  the  source,  wlience  cbf  whole  by  L^ird 
batch  of  accusation  had  drawn  its  vindictive  pri- 
gin.  The  torrent  of  crimination  had  in  its  pro- 
gress been  swelled  by  the  confluent  streams  pf  th« 
wounded  sympathies  of  friends,  agents,  and  de- 
pendents. -  "  That  the  said  Luke  Fox  at  Liffbrd, 
**  on  the  same  circuit,  in  open  court,  availing 
**  himself  of  his  official  situation,  in  order  to  in- 


'  «xecviting  them;  the  epijthet  of  road  jobbing  is  therefore  ^on^* 
*  limes  applied  to  peryons  of  that  d,^sarlption>  ;)nd  I  should  sup* 
p9.ie  it  was  applied,  fudd  i^ot  at  all  improperly  applied  to  Dob- 
«Mj,  or  M'DwirgaL-^Of  M'Dowgal  I  know  nothing.  Of  DoI>^ 
''  son  I  know  more.  I  had  an  opinion  strongly  agatnst  Dohson. 
<*  that  fa^  was  not  a  person  to  be  trusted  with  the  exp/enditure  of 
**  the  public  money;  and  1.  was  anxiou?  for  his  conviction/' 
Was  any  thin|[  ev^r  in^re  clear,  full,  gentlemanly^  candid  or 
s%ttsf^t€)ry^  ihan  this  iiop^rallel^  definition  of  road  jobbing  f 
Why  w.^s  IVIr.  Dobsonnotto  be  trusted?  And  why  was  Mr.  Hart 
entrusted  with  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  ?  Mr.  Dob- 
son  did  not  pocket  the  pubHc  money.  Mr.  Hart  did  pocket  it, 
and  retains  it  to  this  hour.  Why  was  Mr.  Galbraith  anxious  to 
i:pDF.ict  Dpbs^n  for  having  procured  money  to  be  paid  by  fraudl 
to  Mr.  Hart  ?  And  why  was  he  anxious^  that  his  much  esteemed 
and  mpst  highly  valued  friend  should  not  even  be  tried  for  this 
fraud  ^  Was  Dobson  not  to  be  irutttd,  onl]^  because  he  con- 
fessed ? 
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T805.  '*  dulge  private  malice,  and  with  a  view  to  bring 
'^  into  hatred  and  contempt,  the  character  and 
•*  conduct  of  John  James  Marquis  of  Abercorn 
'^  piibHcly,  an^l  in  the  aba^ence  of  the  said  Marquis, 
^^  did  maliciously  impute  to  the  said  Marquis,  the 
having  abandoned  his  duty  as  one  of  the  gover* 
nors  of  the  said  county  of  Donegal,  and  having 
**  sacrificed  the  interest  of  that  county  to  the  in- 
^^  dutgence  of  private  solitude,  and  suUen.retiring : 
**  he  the  said  Luke  Fox  afterwards  acknowledging, 
**  and  declaring,  that  his  motive  for  so  doing, 
•*  was  to  annoy  and  vex  the  said  Marquis  of 
"  Abercorn^*' 

The  language,  in  which  this  charge  is  framed, 
the  colouring  given  to  it,  the  epithets  pressed  into 
'  tlie  text  bespeak  the  labour  of  those,  who  prepared 
to  set  up  in  tlie  House  of  Lords,  this  mysterious 
climax  of  official  audacity  and  judicial  delinquency* 
The  difficulty  put  upon  the  party  accused  in  this 
'  acrimonious  charge  of  high  crime  and  misdemea- 
nour^   is  the  same,    as  pervades    all    the    other 
charges;  that  is,    the^  generalitjff  vagueness  and 
uncertainty  of  the  accusation  ;  leaving  the  person 
accused,  as  in   other  instances,  to  guess  at  the 
matter,  circumstances  and  groundsf  of  the  charge^ 
'   The  occurrences,  upon  which  this  cliarge  seems  to 
have  Ijepn  raised  are  in  themselves  simple,  strong 
and  pregnant  with  ilhistration  pf  tiie  corrupt  and 
over bearir>g  system   of  the   Orange  ascendancy^ 
especially  in  Ulster. 
jr>on-yun.      lu  thc  coursc  of  passiug  the  presentments  for 
ArmyxA    thc  Qouuty  of  Doncgal  on  the  29th  of  August 

.Alia. 
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1803,  a  presentment  was  tendered  to  Mr.  J.  Fox,  J^ 
and  read  in  open  court,  having  been  previ- 
ously passed  by  the  gand  jury  for  the  sum  of 
19801.  123.  Sd«  to  be  levied  oif  that  county,  in 
order  to  repay  government  that  sum  advanced  for 
bounties  in  recruiting  350  men,  the  quota  for  that 
county  apportioned  by  the  Army  of  Reserve  Act  •, 

^  By  the  4S  Geo.  III.  c.  85.  entitled  "  Ad  Act  to  enable  hb 
*'  Majesty  more  effecttially  to  rais^  and  a«embie  ia  Ireland  an 
"  additional  military  force,  for  the  better  securitj^  and  defeoce 
*'  of  the  United  KiDgdom«  and  for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of 
''  the  war,''  it  was  enacted,  that  his  Majesty's  governors  and 
deputy  ^governors  of  counties  and  places  in  Ireland,  constituted 
and  appointed  byTirtue,  or  acting  in  the  execution  of  the  several 
acts  of  parliament  relating  to  the  militia  of  Ireland,  for  the  coun- 
tiesj  cities,  towns,  and  places  therein  after  mentioned,  should 
respectively  have  full  power  and  authority,  and  they  are  thereby 
authorized,  empowered,  and  required  to  call  together,  levy  and 
enrol  such  persons^^and  in  such  m^nnbr,  as  therein  after  du 
rected;  and  to  do  all  acts,  matters  and  things  necessary  for  car* 
trying  that  act  into  execution. 

By  the  second  section  of  the  act,  the  number  of  private 
men  to  be  raised  in  Ireli^nd,  by  virtue  of  the  act  was  ten  thou- 
sand ;  and  of  these,  three  hundred  and  fifty  were  to  be  raised  by 
the  county  of  I>onegaly  by  the  governors  and  deputy  governors 
^  that  county.  At  the  time  the  &ct  received  the  royal  axseot^ 
every  degree  of  vigour  and  exertion  was  deemed  necessary  to 
put  the  United  Kingijlom  a^  speeilily  as  possible  in  an  adequate 
state  of  defence  against  foreign  and  domestic  enemies.  Accord- 
ingly by  the  sixth  section,  it  was  enacted,  that  a  general  meet- 
ing of  the  governors  and  deputy  governor^,  or  of  three  deputy 
^vemors  at  the  leasts  should  be  holden  in  each  county  in  Ireland 
within  ten  days  afler  passing  the  said  act,  or  as  soon  after  a^ 
might  be.  In  the  county  of  Donegal,  the  first  general  meeting  of 
the  governorii  and  deputy  governors. was  holden  only  on  the  28th 
of  July  1803,  at  which  the  Marq^uis  of  Abercorn  presided  a« 
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^^^  which  received  the  royal  assent  on  the.  lldi  <)f 

one  of  ihe  governors  of  the  county.  By  thij  apt  t^jro  m«<d^  of 
raising  the  meti  were  provided  at  the  option  of  the  governors 
and  deputy  governors,  who  were  antliorized  to  levy  the  men  by 
ballot,  in  the  several  subdivisions,  vvbicb  w^s  obviously*  9iv)  ^t 
(ijr$t  vieyir,  th^  roqst  eSectu^l  giode  of  c^crying  th^  ac^  intoexQ* 
cution.  But  in  st\ch  places,  w|iere  it  might  be  desirable  to 
avoid  the  inconvenience  of  ballot* iog,  without  incurring  either 
delay  or  risk  in  raising  the  men,  it  was  enacted  by  the  38tli 
section,  that  if  at  the  first  general  meeting  of  the  governors  or 
deputy  governors  of  anj'^  county  in  tekind,  to  be  holden,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  act,  five  of  the  said  governors  or  deputy  go- 
vernors, assembled  at  such  general  meeting,  and  forming  the 
majority  thereof  should  bf  of  bpjnion,  that  the  number  of  men 
<*equired  for  any  county  could  not  be  conveniently  and  expedi- 
tiously raised  undei*^the  foregoing  provisions  of  the  act^  and  that 
such  men  might  be 'more  conveniently  and  expeditiously  raised, 
as  recruits  are  raised  ;  and,  that  in  that  case  they  might  reduce 
their  opinion  to  writing,  and  signify  sUch  opinion  in  writing, 
signed  with  their  names  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  his  appro- 
bation^ and  in  ease  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  should  approve  there- 
of, he  was  authorized  to  direct  such  governors,  &c.  &Cr  to 
proceed  to  raise  and  -enrol,  without  delay,  by  beat  of  drum,  or 
otherwise,  a  certain  number  of  volunteers,  >  not  exceeding  the 
number  required  by  the  act  for  the  said  county.  In  the  county 
of  Donegal,  thfs  latter  mode  of  raising  the  men  required  was  re- 
sorted to  ;  atid  accordingly,  at  the  first  geperal  meeting  holden  on  / 
the  20th  day  of  July,  the  following  resolution  wais  passed  by 
the  governors  and  deputy  goveriiors  then  present. 

**  Resolved.  That  it  appears  to  us,  that  the  most  expeditious 
"  method  of  raising  ^hree  hundred  and  fifty  men,  the  quota  for  * 
"  this  county,  is  by  general  recruitipg  on  bounty,  to  be  advanced 
"  by  government,  and  repaid  by  <;ess  on  the  county  at  large,  at 
"  the  next  assizes. 

Signed  by 

'*  ABERCORN.  \^ 

•'  SAMUEL  HAYES.  po^^'-'W^*- 

And  Deputy  Governors^  &c. 
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Jul;f,  1803.  Under  the  provisions  of  that  act,  ^^ 
6.uc|  i-l^e^iflferent  circunistdnces^  which  attended  the 
execution  of  It  in  the  cot»ty  of  Done^l^  it  be- 
came tlie  duty  of  Lord .  Abercorw  to  hoW  the  firit 
meetiag  within  t*n  days  (viz,  on  the  filst  of  July), 
whereas  be  delayed  it  to  the  SSth^nhus  almost 
doubling*  .the  utmost  period  of  time  allowed  iy^  the 
act,  when  the  delays;  even  of  houra  tniglit  «bp 
pregnant  with  disaster.  It  became  iftoreover  in- 
cumbent upon  his  Lordship,  as  a  go^ertior  of  the 
county,  having  elected  to  rai«e  tne^  nien  by  yes- 
cruiting,  and  not  by  .ballot,  to  proceed  to  raise  ihe 
a)en,  wl^ch  was  die  immediate  and  pressing  pur- 

This  resolution  thus  signed  was  traasmitted  to  the  LoAl  X*^* 
tenant,  who  approved  thereof;  and  ordered  and  directed,  pur- 
suant to*  ttie  act,  the  governors  to  proceed  without  delay  to 
raise    the   said    niimbiir  of  volunteers,  by   this  hiode,    whicU 
was  90  stgn^ed,  by  tlie  governors,  as  the  most  escpeditiotrs  mode 
of  l^vy,  by  tho  said  re961i!iti0ns  aigtied  by  them.     At  tbe  next 
generjal  meeting,  held- on  the  4th  day  of  August,  1803;  at  Lifibxd, 
l^rd   Abercorn  alone  presided  as  governor.  Sir  Samuel.  Hayes- 
having,  through  ill  health^  been  under  the  necessity 'of  absent- 
ing  himself.     The  Lovd  yeuteiiatil*s  approbation  to  the  mode  of 
raising '  the  men  by  recruiting  by  bounty,  was  received ;    and 
that,  mode  wa»  adopted  formt)^ly>  and  entered  4m«)hgs|  their  prb- 
ceediD^s  by  t^e  proj^er  piicer,  and  then  the  o;ieetJng. adjourned. 
Thencefoirtn  it  became  incumbent  on  the  governors  and  their  de- 
puties to  proteed  without  delay  to  raise  the  meh  ;  wrhich  was  the 
object  of  all  this  preparation,  agreeable  to  the  letter,  as  'w^Il  as 
to  the  spirit,  of  the  act.  .  By  sectioa  39.  of  the  art,  the  l\8vy  by 
ballot  was  to  be  suspended  by  the  Ii>rd  Lieutenant  in.  thc-coun« 
ties,   where  the  governors   should  liave  signified 'under  tbtdr 
hand!i>  that  t1iey  could  raise  the  men  more  expeditiously  by  re- 
'^raiting.     ThU  sasptiAsioti  wsiis  procured. 

rot.  II.  p  ' 
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view  of  the  act :  whereas,  from  the  time  the  Lord 
Xieu tenant  had,*  according  to  the  act,  signed  his 
consent  to  suspend  the  ballot,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  recruiting,  which  Was  the  mode  adopted  for 
raising  the  quota  of  350  men  by  the  Coiinty  of 
-Donegal,  up  to  the  ^9th  of  August  1803,  not  a 
singly  man  had  been  raised;  andyet  (incredible)  a 
pVesentment  was  tendered  on  that  day  by  •  the 
grand  jury  to  the  judge,  for  his  JieU^  for  levying 
near  c£2Q(K>  upon  the  occupiers  of  lands  in  the 
county  of  Donegal,  under  the  pietence!  of  paying 
the  government  the  money,  not  one  shilling  of 
-which  had  been  advanced  for  the  purposes  of  tl>e 
act.  Not  a  sing-le  man  had  then  been  recruited. 
The  law  required,  that  the  men  should  be  first 
raised,  and  that  the  grand  jury  should  be  furnish- 
ed with  lists  duly  authenticated  by  government,  of 
the  men  so  raised^  and  the  bounties  paid  by  them 
*out  of  the  public  money  for  that  purpose.  Had 
Mn  J.  Fox,  on  that  occasion,  betrayed  his  trust, 
violated  his  oath,  and  injured  his  sovereign  and  his 
country,  by  putting  his  jf?^z^  to  such  a  fraudulent 
presentment,  he  would  have  become,,  (for  the  first 
time  in  his  life)  a  scandal  and  a  reproach  to  a 
c6uTt  of  justice.  The  pitiful  malignity  of  charg- 
ing the  judge  with  boasting  of  the  personal  mo- 
tive of  annoying  the  state  delinquent,  is  too  con- 
temptible to  animadvert  upon. 
Oenerai  Sucli  was  the  mass  of  false,  rancorous  and  ma- 
^'^"T  ^f  lignant  accusatron,  for  which  Lord  Abercorn  and 
0wchai:ges.  his  crcaturcs  were  for  two  years  furnished  with  the 
countenance  and  purse  of  government,  in  orxler 
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'  to  sapfiort  the  Orange  ascendancy  in  Ireland  over  y^^^ 
the  rights,  welfare,  and  justice  of  that  country; 

With  all  Mr.  Pitt's  partiality  for  that  nobleman,  Further 
he  never  durst  make  it  a  government  question :  for  ^'^"  p*I?^"^ 
even  Lord  Auckland  opposed  this,  latter  mode  of  J'^jjJ.jJJf^* 
proceeding.  It  ought,  said  his  Lordship,  to  have 
originated  in  the  House  of  Commons  or  in  an  in* 
ferior  court*  If  they  did  any  thing  in  the  present 
mode  of  cariyingon  the  businessj, they  would  pro- 
bably be  reduced  to  the  embarrassing  circumstance 
of  pronouncing  a  verdict  on  a  man,  whom  they 
might  afterwards  have  to  try^  in  case  of  his  im- 
peachment by  the  Commons^  or  appealing  from 
the  judgment  of  an .  inferior  court  No  rational 
hope  could  be  entertained,  that  the  charges  would  . 
be  fairly  gone  through  during  the  short  remainder 
.of  that  session.  The  Chancellor  supported  Xh6 
proceedings,  and  recommended  to  Lord  Abercorn 
to  omit  all  the  charges,  which  could  not  be 
brought  home  to  the  learned  judge  in  his  judicial 
capacity ;  which  being  done,  they  were  referred  to* 
the  committee*  Iii*  the  Commons^  Sir  John  New- 
port loudly  complained  of  ministers  holding  back 
the  papers  he  had  long  called  for  relative  to  the 
expences  of  criminal  prosecutions  in  Ireland^  which 
lie  observed  by  a  ^ross  charge  to  have  exceeded 
110,0001.  for  the  last  four  years;  and  finding,  that 
by  the  Pension  Act,  the  sfecret  service  money  was 
restricted  to  50001.  per  amium^  he  mov^ed  for  an 
account  of  that  money*  There  was  a  general  and 
too  well  grounded  belief,  that  for  jsome  years  back 
enormoufr  sums  had  been  expended  under  that 
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i8t>5.    heid.     The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Vansit- 
tarl",  and  consequently  negatived. 
Acuof  Par-     Qf  all  the  |>ai)iari>entary  manceuvres  of  that  ses- 
touching     sion  touching  Ireland  *,  the  two  acts,  which  were 
and  jldge  passcfl  to  att'cct  the  legal  pmce^ings  against  the 
°  "*^"'     two  jiulg^s  Fox  and  Johnson,  demand  the  most 
serious  observation.     Lord  Abercorn  had  proceeds 
fed  to  examine  several  of  his  most  material  wit- 
nesses before  the  committee,  when  finding  it  ini- 

• 

*  Some  acts,  \i  hich  did  not  aiTect  Ireland  passed  this  session, 
which  gave  great  dissatisfaction  to  the  public.     The  act,  which 
granted  an  annuity  equal  16  one-fourth  of  the  duties  of  the  Isle 
of  Man  to  the  Duke  of  Athol  and  his  heirs  general  of  the  7th 
Earl  of  Derby,  after  the  rr^hfes  of  that  family  had  been  delibe* 
rately  purchased  and  finally  settled  by  government  in  the  5th  of 
the  I^ng,  was  considered  to  be  a  rank  ministerial  job :  and  some 
very  strong  protests  were  entered  against  it  by  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk,   Marquiis  of  Buckingham,  Lords  Radnor,  and  Carysfort. 
Lord  KUenborough  called  it  importunate  thcndicuncy.     General 
disguilt  and  indignation  followed  the  decision  of  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  25th  of  June  IS05,  which  was  the  last  parlra*- 
nentary  discussion,  in  whit:h  Mr.  Pitt  toQk  a  part.     Chagrined 
•nd  humbled  as  he  was  at  the  vote  of  the  Commons  aiFecting.his 
friend  Lord  Melville,  he  artfully  proposed  to  substitute  the  mode 
0f  proceeding  against  him  by  impeachment,  for  that  which  had 
teft>re  bedn  determined  upon,  of  criminal  information  by  the 
Attorney  Genei*^!,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Whitbread,  and  others  of  that 
tide  of  the  House  were  for  the  latter  mode  :  confiding  more  in  the 
f  erdict  even  of  a  packed  jury,  than  in  the  honor  of  the  House  of 
P^erd,  one-balf  of  wholu  had  either  been  created  ok-  promoted 
by  Mr.  Pitt,' in  the  decision  of  such  a -c^aestion.     The  mimster 
prevailed  ih  tb«  Commtons  on  this  question  by  a  majority  of  23  : 
fke  division  being  160  for  impeachment,  and  14>3  for  cdiaihal  in* 
formation..    When  the  Speaker  gave  the  casting  vote  agaiQS| 
Lord  Melville  in  the  Commons,  there  were  i32  members  in  tbf 
Hot^e^  oqthls  ^cca^ion  only  309. 
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practicable  to  get  through  the  whole  of  the  evU 
clence  before  the  end  of  the  session,  he  procured 
the  act  to  pass,  which  enacted,  that  the  proceed- 
ings shoulcjl  not  be  discontinued  by  any  proroga- 
tion  or  dissolution  of  Parliament.  The  other  act 
passed  to^  meet  the  case  of  Judge  Johnson,  though 
he  be  not  nientioned  in  it,  is  still  more  extraor- 
dinary. That  learned  judge,  after  having  been 
foiled  in  all  his  proceedings  in  the  lavi'  courts,  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  the  House  of  Lords  (on  which 
lie  was  heard  by  counsel  at  their  bar)  against  cer- 
tain clauses  of  the  bill  then  pending  (namely,  the 
44th  of  Geo.  III.)  which  went  to  affect  his  case  ia 
tlie  nature  of  an  es  past  facto  law;  praying,  that 
lie  might  not  be  prejudiced  b/  a  law,  which  was 
not  in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  offence. 
Tlie  legislature  however  on  the  lOth  of  July  (about 
10  montlis  before  the  alleged  commission  of  the 
ojfFence  and  four  months  before  he  was  tried  for  it 
at  Westminster)  passed  an  act  for  amending  the 
two  before  mentioned  acts  of  the  Mth  and  44th 
^f  Geo,  11 L  by  wliich  they  admitted  persons  ap- 
{^eheiyled  out  of  the  jurisdiction^  in  which  they 
were  charged  with  having  offended,  to  bail  in  all 
baiiablie  cases ;  <:ompe]Ied  witnesses  to  answer 
subp(£mts  to  appear,  and  ^ive  evidence  as  well 
from  without  as  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
writ;  and  lastly  required,  that  no  such  warrant 
should  be  acted  upon,  until  the  seal  signet  or  sig* 
nature  of  the  coqrt,  judge,  or  justice  issuing  the 
original  warrant,  should  b*ye  bpf  u  sworn  to.  These 
were  tl^ee  of  tl^  ii»'m  otgeictiopi^  to  thf  a,ct  qf  tli$ 


<. 
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15^    44th  of  Geo.  IIL  under  which  judge  Johnson  was 
so  severely'  treated.     And  as  if  to  prove  beyond 
cavil  the  special  and  exclusive  purpose,  for  which 
that  act  of  the  44th  of  Geo.  IIL  had  been  con-, 
trived,  the  same  legislators  i>ad  the  tardy  grace  to 
preserve  others  from  the  toils,  into  which  they  had 
driven  the  only  object  of  their  pursuit.     They  ac- 
cordingly closed  this  act  of  ostensible  repe^ration, 
with  an  exception,  that  gave  full   effect  to  tlie 
whole  of  their  original  design.     They  declared, 
that  it  should  not  in  any  manner  affect  any  prose- 
cution depending  before  the  passing  of  the  act  cf 
amendment,  or  touch  the  construction  of  the  44th 
of  Geo.  III.  should  any  question  arise  or  havq 
.  arisen  therepn.     It  was  notorious,  that  no  other 
case,  than  that  of  judge  Johnson  was  then  pend^ 
ing;  and  tolerably  evident,  that  none  other  wa« 
ever  intended  to  be  raised  upon  that  statute, 
oth^rArts      Early  in  the  session  had  the  legislature  conti-- 
sion.     "^^  nued  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  act  till 
six  weeks  after  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session  of  Parliament.     An  act  also  was  passed  to 
authorize  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  money 
to  the  Under-Secretaries   in  the  absence  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  as  secret  service  money,  for  the 
purpose  of  detecting,    preventing,    or  defeating 
treasonable  or  other  dangerous  conspiracies  agains( 
the  state ;  the  due  application  of  which  was  re- 
quired to  be  sworn  to  by  the  party  receiving.     The 
new  Dublin  paving'  bill  appointed  new  commisT 
sioners  to  examine  into  the  irregularities  and  abuses 
pf  the  paving  board,  pi:ovided  for  the  suspension  , 
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of  the  powers  and  authorities  of  the  old  corporation,  ^®^^- 
and  for  vesting  theui  in  new sxromroissioners  dur-* 
ing  the  suspension,  and  for  the  better  conducting 
and  managing  the  ijusiness  of  the  said  corporation.  -^ 
Several  acts  of  regulation  were  passed,  touching 
the  ^distilleries  and  for  remedying  abuses  in  the 
collection  aiid  management  of  the  excise  du* 
ties  and  customs :  and  also  for  imposing  and  levying 
the  several  inland  duties  of  excise  and  taxes  lately 
granted  to  his  Majesty. 

Lord  Sidmouth,  who  had  since  the  month  of  lo^  ^^ 
January,  been  elevated  to  the  dignity  of  peerage,  ""^^^^jj" 
and  had  come  in  as  Lord  President  of  the  Council^  ^^:  P'"- 
in  lieu  of  the  Duke  of  Portland^  and  had  brought 
in  with  him  his  friend  Lord  Bukinghamshire,  as 
Chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  assumed  all 
the  cons/equence  and  aii's  of  the  head  of  a  political 
party.*    He  availed  himself  of  the  declining  symp- 
toms of  Mr.  Pitt's.health,  to  build  a  consequence  up- 
on his  exertions  to  accelerate  the  fall  of  his  benefac* 
tor,  whom  he  now  affected  to  treat  as  a  rival.     Ho, 
privately  instructed  his  whole  corps  to  vote  against 
Lord  Melville.      Mr.  Pitt  never  forgave  that  trea* 
chery  and  ingratitude.     He  had,  notwithstanding, 
the  assurance  to  urge  Mr.  Pitt  to  appoint  the  Earl 
of  Buckinghamshire  to  fill  the  situation  of  Lord 
Melville,  from  which,  in  the  hard  run  race  in  the 

• 

*  They  were  numerically  few,  politicaTly  insigniiicaat.  Mr. 
Bragge  Bathurst,  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Hiley  Addiiigton,  his 
brother,  and  some  few,  whom  be  had  favoured  whilst  minister, 
of  no  connectioDSi  little  note,  and  leiuf  tal^nti  p>aek.up  his  fimall 
deti^hment. 
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^^^^^^  Cprnmou^  he  actually  claiiriecl  from  the  opposition 
th^  inmi^diate  merit  of  having  expelled  Wm*  Mn 
Pitt  found  a  ready  refusal  in  the  incoinpcteticy 
of  Lord  Buckiagliamshire  to  fill  that  important 
station,  which  he  had  reserved  for  Lord  Barliam^ 
Lord  Sidmouth,  in  dudgeon,  sent  in  his  own  and 
his ,  disappointed  friend's  resignation.  Mr.  Pitt, 
"W^U  kpovving  the  imbecility,  and  vacillation  of  tlie 
r.esiigtiers,  and.  taught  at  length  the  practical  value 
even  of  a  single  vote,  dechned  forwarding  their 
resij^nation,  and  reconiniended  reflection  upon 
their  hasty  resolution^  They  repented;  a[nd  for 
$ome  weeks  held  on  ttieir  siiuatioiis.  Fresh  diflfe- 
renires  broke  out ;  they  relapsed  j  and  on  the  10th 
cf  July  once  more  tendered  their  resignations  j 
which  Mr.  Pitt  then-  thought  proper  to  accept, 
<lind  Lords  Camden  and  Harrowby  were  appointed 
their  successors, 

T^d  Jo^s.'  Ip  the  first  week  of  the  late  session,  Mr.  pojc 
had  pointed  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  case 
pf  Mr.  Todd  Jones,  who  was  one  of  the  many  suf- 
fering victims  to  the  suspicion  and  hatred  of  go^ 
verument  Qu  the  28th  of  June,  l>e  presented  a 
petition  from  Mr.  Jones,  wWch  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.  Mr.  fok  declined  going  into  the 
ease  ^.t  large ;  he  had  not  received  strict  evidence 
of  the  allegations  of  the  petition,  though  he  had 
made  many  enquiries,  the  answers  to  which  indue? 
pd  him  to  believe  them  trup.  }ie  could  not  for» 
bear  remarking  one  strong  feature  of  the  petition? 
er's  innocence,  which,  he  presumed,  woukl  not  be 
^ttpmpted  to  bp  questioned  ;  hp  nieapt  t}if  offer  tQ 
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the  petitioner  to  be  alloM-ed  to  live  at  large  in  Eng-  ^i!^ 
land.  That  unqiiestiooably  pioved,  that  nothing 
very  material  against  him  could  ever  come  to  trial* 
As,  however,  in  that  advanced  stag^  of  the  ses- 
sion, it  would  be  hopeless  to  institute  any  enqui^ 
ry,  he  recommended  rt  to  ministers^  to  take  his 
case  into  their  serious  consideration.  In  this  IVIr. 
Sheridan  joinec)  him  ;  earnestly  entreating  minis* 
ters  to  enquire  into  tlie  facts;  for  confident  he 
was,  that  they  would  be  found  truly  stated,  and 
would  entitle  the  {petitioner  to  instant  redress. 
Mn  Vansittart  said  sonie  words  to  lay  in  his  claini 
to  the  utmost  liberality  of  conduct  towards  the 
petitioner,  Onthe^Sth  of  July  Mr.  Wickham 
drew  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  petition  of 
Mr.  T.  Jones.  He  was  then  in  too  infirm  a  state 
of  health  to  stand  up  in  bis  place,  and  he  spoke 
sitting.  He  deeply  regretted,  that  no  communica- 
tion had  been  made  to  him  to  know,  whether  the 
petition  ought  te  be  brought  forward  or  not*    He 

*  A  copy  of  tb^  p^pnii  is  given,  to  ahew  bow  fiippaotly 
pfficial  men  deal  in  contradictions.  The  tiaie,  manner  and  da- 
ration  of  bis  confinementy  the  unwholesome  stat^  of  the  goal ; 
the  exclusion  of  hi^  friends  and  reUtives  :  the  tender  of  libera* 
tion :  his  dedining  it  and  courting  trial :  aoid  the  loss  of  ius 
health  and  fortune,  are  the  f^cts  all^gied  in  the  petition :  and 
which,  if  ixmi,  ^s  they  all  notoriously  wej^e,  it  could  neithier  be 
honourably  nor  honestly  stated,  that  the  case  stdted  in  tfie  petUion 
wat  not  trtw*  But  Mr.  Todd  Jones  had  long  been  a  warm  aii(j 
powerful  advocate  for  Catholic  emancipation  and  parliamentary 
reform.  It  b^^ajBe*  .theK^to'e,  systen^tically  meritorious  t()i 
.misrepresent,  traduce  aad  oippress  him*  The  petitioner's  a9ser* 
lion  of  bis  own  innocence  'i»  not  the  stateipent  of  4  ^oct,  but 
issi^e  tflJien  upofi  Uu^  trud)  i^f  tbe  ajlega^oas.  Agi^i^st  all  wliic}) 
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1805,     scrupled  not  roundly  to  assert,  that  the  case  set 
forth  upon  the  petition  was  not  tiue,  though  he  nei- 

is  set  up  the  asserted  ground  of  suspicion ,  by  the  absent  rornis* 
ter  of  a  surprized  government  (Mr.  .Wickham  was  not  then  in 
Ireland^)  resting  ii^s  defence^  and  jcrstification  upon  the  effete 

mummery  of  concealing  thie  sotirces  of  information^  when  no 

«    * 

information  had  ever,  in  t'act^  been  given.  ' 

*'  To  the  Hon.  ^he  Commons  in  Parliament  assembled^ 
*'  The  humble  petition  of  William  Todd  Jones. 

•'  That  your  Petitioner  vi^as  arresfed  in'the  county  of  Cork,  in 
bis  bedj  early  in  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  July,  1803,  by  the 
Bev.  William  Steward,  Lieut.  Douglass,  and  a  numerous  body 
of  soldiery,  upon. a  warrant,  as  alleged,  of  Gen.  W.  Myers,  but 
wbich  warrant  petitioner  never  saw.  That  he  was  detained  one 
night  in  the  military  guard-house  of  Ban  Jon,  and  next  day,  un- 
der a  s'.fong  escort,  was  lodged  in  the  Soutb  Jail  of  the  city  of 
Cork,  upon  t]\e  warrant  of  the  Mayor  of  Cork,  which  warrant 
your  petitioner  saw :  that  alter  a  detainer  there  of  four  days,  he 
was  conveyed  to  the  Prevost  prison  of  the  same  city,  and  lodged 
in  the  close  custody  of  the  Prevost  Marshal.  That  petitioner  was 
utterly  denied  the  opportunity  of  seeing  his  friends,  and  that 
such  as  sought  to  see  him  were  repelled  with  insult  and  ilKtreat- 
mcnt.  That  his  sister  .made  repeated  applications  in  vain  for 
admission  to  the  prison :  and  a  Mr.  Goold,  a  gentleman  of  res- 
pectable character,  property  and  unimpeached  loyalty,  on  hear- 
ing  that  petitioner  was  severely  indisposed,  called  to  visit  him, 
and  was,  in  consequence  of  his  visit  arrested  and  detained  in 
custody  during  the  period  of  sixteen  days.  That  some  time  af- 
ter the  committal  of  petitioner,  he  received  from  the  Right 
Hon.  Wijliam  Wickham,  then  Principal  Secretary  to  his  Excel- 
lency the  Earl  of  Hardwicki?,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  a  ten- 
der of  liberation,  provided  he  would  go  to  England,  and  remain 
there  at  large.  That  your  petitioner,  conscious  of  the  most 
perfect  innocence,  and  considering,  that  acquiescence  in  such  a 
proposal  would  imply  guilt,  respectfully  declined  itj  at  the 
»^n»c  time'reiulertng  to  Mr.  Wickham  the  most  ample  satisfac- 
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tbev  denied  nor  falsified  any  part  of  it.  He  gene-  J[|^ 
rally  assumed  credit  for  what  had  been  done  by 
the  governrnent  h^  had  been  connected  with,  be- 
cause one  pait  of  it  approved  of  what  the  other 
had  done.  He  regretted,  that  the  niatter  had  uot 
been  brought  forward  in  an  earlier  stage  of  the 
session,  and,  in  a  manner,  to  force  free  enquiry- 
At  present  he  could  defend  neither  government 
nor  himself,  without  bringing  that  before  the 
public,  which  it  would  be  but  fair  to  afford  the 
petitipner  an  opportunity  of  answering.  In  tlie 
genuine  stile  of  the  system,  he  boldly  assured  the 
House,  that  were  he  at  liberty  to  reveal  the  whole 

tlon,  that  an  unreserved  jcxami nation  on  oath  could  afford,  and 
intreating  a  speedy  trial.  That  your  petitioner  has  remaiiie4 
^ver  since  in  close  custody «  now  for  twenty  months  sustaining; 
all  the  rigours  of  a  military  preyost,  and  added  to  them,  the  uo* 
>vholesome  dampness  of  a  new,  undried  and  unfinished  edifice* 
to  the  material  injury  of  his  health.  That  the  creditoi*S  of  your 
petitioner,  induiced  by  the  conclusions  they  drew  of  his  danger 
or  guilt,  frooji  so  rigorous  an  imprisonment,  and  his  total  seclu-* 
sion,  by  order  of  the  General,  from  them  and  all  his  friends, 
came  down  upon  him  at  once  with  their  demands,  to  satisfy 
which  he  relipquished  tp  them  his  ipoder^t^  income,  and  has 
ever  since  beeit  confined  for  subsistence  to  the  mere  jail  allow- 
ance. That  your  petitioner  is  now  very  infjrm,  and  of  the  ag« 
of  fifty  two  years,  thus  oppressed,  untried  and  unheard.  That 
your  petitioner  humbly  prays  this  Hon.  House  would  be  pleased 
^o  take  his  case  into  its  considers^tion,  and  gi*ant  him  such  re* 
dress  for  tl^e  he^vy  calamity  he  has  sustained  in  the  loss  of  li- 
berty and  time,  of  health,  reputation  and  pecuniary  creditj  as 
|o  its  judgment  and  benevolence  may  seem  i^eet. 
^*  And  yPiir  petitioner  will  ever  pray.^* 
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mystery,  they  would  be  prodigal  of  their  thanks 
and  eulogies  for  what  he  had  done.* 

*  This  ponfident  boast  of  clandestine  merit  and  assumption  of 
consequence,  authority  and  indemnity  upon  incommunicable 
knowledge  came  with  a  bad  grace  from  the  minister  of  a  go- 
vernment which  had  owned  itself  surprized.  That  kVas,  however^ 
but  a  revival,  or  rather  continuation  of  the  spirit  of  the  terrorists, 
we  have  lately  jiad  a  most  authentic  and  interesting  document  from 
the  mouth  of  an  eminent  and  respectable  barrister,  Mr.  O'Gor- 
man.     Thai  gentleman,  on  the  5th  of  January,  1811,  attended 
-a  numerous  meeting  of  his  Catholic  countrymen  m  Dublin,  con- 
vened for  the  purpose  of  devising  the  most  suitable  means  of 
bringing  their  petition  before  Parlianfient.     He  there  found  it 
necessar}"-,  to  notice,  and  he  most  powerfully  exposed  the  impu- 
dence and  malice,  with  which  some  of  the  venal  Dublin  JooroaEs 
had  misrepresented  the  proceedings  and  conduct  of  the  Catholic 
Committee,  the  publicity  of  which  sufficed  to  convince  the- na- 
tion, that  they  had  done  nothing,  which  was  not  strictly  legal 
and  constitutional.     He  then  pointedly  referred  to  passages  in 
those  calumnious  prints,,  which  had  personul  allusion  to  himself, 
a|id  which  brought  from  him  this  manly  and  impressive  declara* 
tion,  which  made  part  of  his  eloquent  and  patriotic  speech  ^on 
that  day. 

"  I  am  well  aware  of  the  vile  object  and  tendency  of  these 
paragraphs.  They  were  calculated  to  wound  and  irritate,  by  re- 
newing the  remembrance,  which,  if  possible,  ought  to  be  efiaced 
from  the  memory  of  every  lover  of  his  country,  by  reviving  the 
s^  recollection  of  the  tragic  scenes  of  1798  and  |799,  when  a 
frightful  civil  war  desolated  Ireland,  and  drank  the.blppd  of  her 
bravest  and  b^t  s^ons.  When  Irisktnen,  by  a  treacherous  and  base 
folicy,  were  arnwd  against  Irishiien  in  munferom  conflict^  when^ 
in  fine,  as  the  consummation  of  her  xvoes  and  calamities,  the  damon 
of  discord  laid  unhappy  Ireland  Qt  the  feet  qf  England. 

**  Y^s,  Sir,  1  and  my  faniijy  have  reason  to  recollect  that  la- 
mentable season.  The  allusion  i^  too  pointed  for  me  to  mistake 
it:  but  I  never  entertained  a  principle^  that  then  or  now  I  wsU 
or  am  either  as^iamed  or*  afraid  to  avow.  My  principles  were 
th«n,  an4  afe  now^  those  of  the  revolution  of  16S8 ;  which  are. 
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Mr,  Pitt  sorely  lamented  the  necessity  of  pro-   J^^ 
tractins  the  session  to  so  late  a  period.    His  health  Abrupt pm. 

°  rogation   0f 

parlianxQt. 

alas  !  now  grown  old  fashioned,  and  considered  by  the  advocates 
of  the  present  frightful  system,  little  short  of  treasonable. 

"  I  never  held  a  principle  hostile  to  the  great  public  land<^ 
marks  lanl  down  in  16SS.  B.t  tlH>se  principles  artd  land- 
marks "hare  been  since  almost  entirely  removed  or  obHic- 
rated  by  (he  baneful  measures,  and  by  the  odious  and  destruc- 
tive system  of  the  crafty,  designing,  cold  blooded  Pitt.  Trtie 
it  is,  that  in  the  years  1798  and  1799,  I  was  persecuted  with  a 
most  ferocious  and  persevering  malignity :  that  without  the  slight- 
est charge  or  accusation  of  any  kind,  either  verbal  or  written, 
I,  with  my  two  brothers,  was  arrested  and  cast  into  prison ;  and 
that  in  the  most  inclement  sea.^on  of  the  year,  and  in  a  very  infirm 
slate  of  health,  under  the  malicious  and  lying  pretext  of  render- 
ing my  person  more  si^cure,  I  was  dragged  from  prison  to  pri- 
son, and  from  dutigeop  to  dungeon.  True  it  is,  that  my  perse- 
cutors, and  the  persi&cutors  of  my  country,  loaded  my  body 
with  chains ;  but  though  they  enslaved  my  body,  they  could 
not  fetter  my  mind.  That  was  beyond  their  reach.  Notwith- 
siandin<r  the  efforts  of  my  persecutors,  I  convinced  them,  that 
oppression  was  incapable  of  taming  me  into  an  abject  silence. 
From  the  depths  of  my  prison,  I  raised  my  voice  and  demand- 
ed justice.  I  demanded,  I  entreated  to  be  confronted  with  my 
accusers  ;  I  repeatedly  called  for  trial  by  court  martial  or  other- 
Wise;  I  claimed  no  other  .favour.  But  I  was  miiforraly  denied 
the  opportunity  of  establishing  my  innocence  and  the  guiH  of 
my  petsecutors,  on  the  ground  ^W  there  was  no  charge  against 
me.  This  was  thie  constant  answer  I  received  to  the  numerous 
memorials  and  petitions  f  caused  to  be  presented  to  the  different 
courts  martial,  that,  during  my  imprisonment,  sat  on  the-  trial 
of  my  devoted  countrymen.  I  was  twice  discharged  by  the 
cemmon  law  of  the  land,  and  as  often,  by  the  Vindictive  spirit 
6f  my  persecutors  remanded  back  to  my  prison.  For  days, 
weeks  and  months  hav«  I  wasted  the  prime  of  my  life  in  loath- 
fome  prisobs ;  for  days,  weeks  and  months  have  I  pined  in 
the  dungeon*s  gloom  and  solitude.  At  length  my  oppressors 
weary  of  persecutton,  and  well  knowing,  thai  I  was  precluded 
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1505.     ^as  visibly  declining,  and  the  keen  agitation  of 
his  mind,  from  the  overvvhehiimg  circumstance  of 

llie  possibility  of  legal  redress,  from  ibe  atrocious  acts  of  in* 

demnity,  tbat  then  passed^  turned  me  out  of  the  prison,  in  which 

I    bad  so  long  been   incarcerated,  on  a  wide  and    unfeeling 

world,   with   a    shattered   constitution   and    impaired   fortune. 

From  that  hour  to  this  I  remain  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  those 

^  sufferings,  or  the  real  cause  of  them.     The  contemptible  onder- 

■)f  lings,  who  were  the  immediate  agents  of  my  arrest,  I  do  no^ 

^  mean  to  impute  any  thing  to.     They,  no  doubt,  gratified  their 

inherent  malignity,  by  executing  the  orders  of  their  tyrannical 

superiors. 

*'  True  it  i's,  that  I  wasthen,  and  am  now,  and,  daring  my 
existence  ever  shall  be,  the  decided  enemy  of  the  wbippers, 
the  floggers,  the  torturers,  the  burners,  the  house-breakers,  the 
trading  and  bribed  magistrates,  the  peculators  and  the  robbers, 
and  erery  description  of  tyrants,  that  then  infjeated  our  (leroted 
country.  I  was  an  enemy  to  the  murders  committed  ou  hift 
Majesty's  subjects  agaiifst  all  /onus  of  law,  and  under  the  pre** 
text  of  law.  I  was  and  am  an  implacable  enemy  to  ihe  crueU 
perfidious  and  abominable  Pitt  system.  One  of  these  hireling  prints 
has  spo?(en  of  Lord  Clare,  and  what  he  would  do  were  he  alive. 

,  It  is  not  ray  intentibn,  nor  is  k  my  wish  to  speak  harshly  or 
disrespectfully  of  this  unfortunate,  deceased  nobleman.  But  if 
he,  (as  is  insinuated)  were  the  cause  of  my  persecution,  he 
has  that  political  sin  to  add  to  his  other  almost  inexpiable  crimes, 
against  the  country,  that  had  the  misfortune  to  give  him  t)irtb« 
I  forgive  him,  or  whoever  has  been  the  author  of  my  misfor^ 
tunes.  But  I  ought  to  be  lefl  at  peace  Those  heart-rend- 
ing scenes  ought,  if  possible,  to  be  for  ever  obliterated  from 
the  m'md  of  all  good  Irishmen.  T^e  atrocious  indemnity  act, 
which  passed  at  that  calamitous  period,  put  it  out  of  my  power,, 
either  to  seek  or  have  redress  from  the  immediate  authors  of 

'  ray  persecutions.     It  was  part  of  the  abominable  system  then 

acted  on,  not  only  to  violate  and  trample  on  the  laws,  in  the  op- 

I  pression  and  robbery  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  but  to  indemnify 

the  infamous  tribe  of  robbers,  torturers  and  plunderers  of  eijery 

description.    In  proportioa  as  those  ruffiani  trampled  on  the 
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Lord  Melville's  disgrace,  the  defection  of  some  of  J^ 
his  old  adherents,  the  ungrateful  And  arrogant  de- 
sertion of  Lord  Sidmouth  and  his  roving  parti* 
zan$,v  the  uncertainty .  or  .failure  of  all  his  conti*- 
nental  projects,  tended  powerfaHy:  tQ  encrease  his 
disorder  (a  weakness  of  stt)mach,)  .  Unbroken  to 
the  curb,  he  stifled  his  indignation,,  encreased  difi-^ 
ease,  and  became  sullenly  froward,.,  Although  tl>e 
conclusion  of  the  session  could  not.Bejdistant,  yet 
the  members  in  general  conceived  it  might  conti- 
nue till  towards^  the  .end  of  the  month-  Qn  the 
I2th  of  July^  whilst ^Ir.  Kinnaifd  ^'<is  opposing 
the  fraudulent  manner^  in  whiclv  the  memorial  bk^ 
the  navy  lx)ard  had  b^eu  brought  ff)rv\iaid,  and 
Mr.  Sher1da*i  was  rising  to  present  a  petition  from 
Captain  \^ood,  which  he  niigbt  not  have  another 
opportunity  of  presenting  during  the  session, 
three  knocks  were  given  at  the  door  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  the  members  were  abruptly 
and  unexpectedly  summoned  to  the  House  of 
Lords^  where  the  Parliament  was  prorogued,  by 
coijjio^ission,  to  the.  22d  of  August.*     The  speech 

laws  of  the  country,  they  were  cherished,  and  caressed  and 
protected  by  the  authors  and  foinenters  of  that  accursed  system. 
What  an  execrable  system  of  legislation  {  I  rejoice  at  having 
ilkd'this  opportunity  of  assorting  my  princtpk^s  and  of  vindicating 
niy  ^character  against  .these  base,  mal.ign^nt  prints.  1  should  be 
uniworthy  of  sitting  as  a  member  of  this  honourable  body,  and 
undeserving  of  the  good  opinion,  with  which  I  am  honoured  by 
my  colleagues  of  this  Committee,  had  I  permitted  such  foul 
obloquy  and  slander  to  pass  by  unanswered  and  unrefuted.'^ 

•  This  abrupt  close  of  the  session  may  have  thwarted  the 
▼lews  of  Mr.  J,  Giffard,  who  went  over  to  London  i«  July* 
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^J^J^  was  delirered  by  the  Chaiujellor ;  it  drily  expres- 
sed his  Majesty's  thanks  to  both  Houses,  for  the 
proofs  they  had  given  of  their  constant  regard  for 
the  honour  of  the  Crown  and  the  interest  of  his 
dominions:  atld  particularly  alluded  to  the  aug*- 
tnentation  of  the  disposeable  military  force  of  the 
kingdom.  It  gratefully  acknowedged  the  zeal  arid 
liberality,  with  which  th^  Commons  had  granted 
the  large  supplies,  which  the  necessity  of  the  pub- 
He  service  had  required.  It  was  impossible  to 
communicate  the  results  of  the  negociations  then 
pending  with  the  powers  of  the  continent;  but 
they  might  rest  secure,  that  on  tlie  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty no  step  would  b^  omitted  to  promote  ge- 
neral tranquillity,  and  to  repel  with  rigour  tlie  en- 
croachments of  the  French  government  upon  the 
general  liberties  and  independence  of  Europe. 

Defection       It  canuot  bc  too 'sti-on^plv  impressed  upon  the 

of  Mr. Pitt's  .  o  ./  r  I 

friends.  public,  that  thc  fundamental  and  pervading  prin- 
ciples of  Lord  Hardwick's  mission,  first  under 
Mr.  Addington,  aild  then  under  Mr.  Pitt,  were  to 
oppose  generally,  but  efficieiitly,  thfe  two  leading 
and  vital  points  for  Ireland,  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion and  Parliamentary  reform.  Proportionate 
latitude  of  discretion  an^  power  was  allowed  him 
in  other  matters,  provided  he  could  persuade:  or 
restrain  the  people  from  bringing  forward  either 
of  those  two  important  questions.     Lord  Hafd- 

4 

inth  his  frietid,  Mr.  Aldertoan  Jamed  from  Brlblini  t6  present 
a  petition  to  the  Biiperi^l  paHiament  for  redress,  on  the  grouod 
t)f  his  having  been  dismi^ed  from  officei  merely  for  baring  op^ 
tM)sed  the  Catholic  claitnisi 
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wicke,  who  had  found  by  four  year's  experience,  ^®^^' 
that  with  the  abatement  of  the  ferocity  of  the  ter- 
torists,  the  unaccountable  immolation  of  one 
Protestant  victim  (J.  Gifiard)'aud  the  ostentation 
of  favour  and  kindness  to  some  of  the.Catholip 
body,  he  reconciled  them  to  his  government,  and 
disposed  many  to  hold.  Back  their  claims  and 
wishes  upon  the  two  ruling  and  proscribed  points^ 
affected  to  assume  personal  consequence  upon  some 
matteTs  of  state,  and  dared  to  differ  from  Mr. 
Pitt.  Whether  the  alteration  <5f  that  minister's 
temper  or  conduct  were  ascribable  to  corporal  aiU 
jnents  or  political  disappointments,  may  be  uncer- 
tain ;  yet  at  no  time  of  his  life  had  he  so  disagreed 
with  the  persons  acting  under  him.  His  former 
dictatorial  power  seemed  to  have  left  him.  Not 
only  hid  Lord  Sidmouth  and  his  partizans  twice 
deserted  him,  but  his  old  trusty  tool  in  the  coer- 
cion and  iiionopoly  of  power  in  Ireland,  Mr.  Fos- 
.ter,  had  ris^n  against  him,  and  Lord  Hardwicke 
had  found  his  mandates  to  the  Irish  government 
out  of  the  range  of  the  two  pledged  cases,  so  un- 
warrantable and  overbearing,  that  his  Excellency 
had  resolved  to  tender  his  resignation.  In  forcing 
the  Union  upon  Ireland,  Mr.  Pitt  had  further 
views  thaa.  to  weaken  ^A  degrade  the  country. 
Aware  of  the  dangef'  of  continuing  the  political 
power  of  the  country  in  the  hands  of  native  'mo- 
nopolizers, .who  might  treacherou^y  rise  upon 
him,  as  Mr.  Foster  had  in  the  matter  of  Union, 
his  object,  thencwfovtb,  was  to  secure,  under  the 
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master  key  of  the  British  minister,  that  fund  of 
power,  the  direction  and   controul  of  which  \\t 
had,   for  so  inany  years,  unfortunately  let  out  to 
the  triumvirate,  Clare,   Beresford  and  Foster. 
iiit.  Foster     ^^  ^^^  fetiew  better  than  Mr.  Pitt  the  sagacity 
DM^?^  and  fleethess  of  Mr..  Foster,  iti  [cutting  up  and  run- 
ning down  his  gaaie.     The  minister  had  not  for- 
gotten his  former  services,  2ind  anxiously  wished 
'  to  restore  him  to  his  pack.    The  mock  repentance 
of  mock  patriotism  was  instinctively  and  instantly 
/     confessed   and  forgotten.      But  the  apostate,  in 
being  re*admitted  to  the  grace  and  favour  of  the 
preiifiier,  vainly  imagined  himself  reinstated  in  that 
quality  of  arbitrary  rule,  which  under  the  old  firm, 
he  had  so  long  find  so^successfully  exercised.  That 
neither  answered  the  ends  of  the  British  minister, 
nor  of  his  Irish  Lieutenant.     Mr.  Foster  presuln- 
ing;^  that  by  his  appointment  to'  the  Chancellor- 
ship of  the  Irish  Exchequer,  he  had  acquired  the 
unlimited  cdntrOul  of  the  financial  concerns  of  the 
'   whole  country,  displeased  Mr.  Pitt,  and  offended 
Lord  Hardwicke;     To  such  a  height  had  the  dif- 
fcrence  between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Foster  arisen, 
about  a  foi;thJght  before  the  prorogation '  of  Par- 
hament,  that  on  the  2d' of  July,  Mr.  Foster  took 
his  seat  on  the  opposite  Vide  of  the  House.     S6 
penetrated, , however,  was  the  pubKc  with  the  lust 
of  place  on  one  hand,  and  the  want-of  drudgery 
of  all-work  on  the  other,  that  they  refused  credit 
to  the  symptom,  formerly  deemed  unequi vocal^  of 
a    mihister'S    resignation.      At  'no    time   of  Mr; 
Pitt's  administration  was  the  cabinet  so  divided  asi 
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at  present.     This  dontetiiiods  discord  arose,   not  ^}^^^^ 
out  of  any  broad  difference  upon  political  princi- 
ples ^opinions,  but  from  rival  voracity  for  pa- 
tronage and  place*     Mr.  Foster  had  outstretclied 
hi^own  views  by  so  framing  some  of  the  financial 
bills,  as  to  secure  to  himself  a  large  sliare  of  that 
patronage, -whicji  would  naturJIy  have  fallen  into 
the  hamls  of  the  Chief  Governor  add  the  First 
Lord   Commissioner  of  the  revenue,     A^  neither 
Lord    Hardwicke  faor    Lord   Donoughmore   bad- 
ever  concurred  in  all  the  politics  of  Mr.  Foster, 
they  quickly  resented  this  attempt  to  lessen  their 
patronage,   and  considering  the  measure  sanction- 
ed b}'  Mr.  Pitt,  into  whose  confidence  Mr.  Fost^p 
had  worked  hittiself,  with  a  view  to  regain  his  old 
dominion  over  Ireland,  thdir  displeasure  and  oppo- 
sition  to  both  mab;festly  appeared.      Mr.  Pitt,, 
liowever  displeased,  wafs  at  that  moment  too  -close- 
ly pressed  with  desertions  and  difficukies,  to  dare 
openly  to  i^sent  the  insult.     The  bills  were  gotten 
rid  of  in  the  Convmoris,    by  motions  to  take  them 
into  consideration  at  distant  davs.     This  afiforded 
Mr.  Foster  'the  imtfiedifeite  pretext  for.pesignation.f 
Mr  Pitt  to©  higWy  valued  his  experience  in  wield- 
ing the  pofitical  power  of  Ireland  to  accept  of  it. 
Air.  Fbs'ter's  feelings  and  principles,  ha^l  everanJ 

*  ill 

hinate  aptitude'  to  square  with  Iws^  intei^^sts.  He 
bad  lotig  lost  the  popularity,  whfiih  his  forced  pa-, 
triotlsnfi,  in  dpposiiig  the  tJnion  had  roqr  a  short 
season  procured  him.  His  courttrymien'feeheld  hini 
9iiee  mofe  co-operating  vJ^itU  Mr!  Pitt  «and  Loiid. 
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1805.  Castlereagh,  and  considered  him,  of  course,  re- 
animated with  all  the  fierceness  of  his  former  pro- 
sciiptive  and  oppressive  disposition  to  the  country. 
They  rejoiced  consequently  in  the  loss  of  the  bills, 
by  which  he  had  sought  to  alter  without  improv* 
iug  the  public  boards,  to  contract  the  functions  of 
the  executive,  and  depress  a  justly  favoured  cha- 
racter, (the  Earl  of  Doxioughmore,)  of  his  o^cial 
patronage. 
Further  de.  Other  causcs  concurred  to  render  the  situation 
Pin^s^n/'of  the  viceroy  at  that  time  so  unpleasant,  as  to 
flucnce.  Y^^yQ  induced  him  repeatedly  to.  solicit  his  own 
recall.  Persons  notoriously  devoted  to  the  nod  of 
Mr.  Pitt  were  named  as  likely  and  proper  to  suc- 
ceed him.,  Mr.  Pitt's  inordinate  pride  had  never 
before  experienced  any  thing  like  resistance  from 
any  of  his  servants,  and  such  he  conisidered  every 
member  in  every  department  of  his  administration. 
Lord  Hardwicke  liad,  throughout  his  whole  go- 
vernment, Ijeen  punctiliously  observant  of  his 
original  pledge,  when  he  accepted  of  his  mission 
from  Mr.  Addington,  and  continued  it  under  Mr. 
Pitt,  to  keep,  back,  smother  and  resist  the  two  pb* 
noxious  questions  of  Catholic  eihancipation  and 
Parliamnturtf  r^form^  by  the  most  soothing 
means,  in  his  power.  Out  of  the  operation  of  that 
pledge,  he  was  M't  by  the  Biitish  cabinet,  and 
had  ^generally  found  himself  practically  uncon- 
trouled  in  his  administration  of  the  executive  in 
Ireland...  He  became  consequently  the  more  sen- 
sible-of  Mr.  Pitt's  attenipt  to  narrow  his  discretioa 
and  powers.     Reflection  awakened  him  into  a  ne\r 
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sense  of  his  dignity  and  independence.     He  re-     ^^o^- 
penten  his  folly  in  having  himself  given  iincon- 
trouled  discretion  and^  powers  to  the  subalterns  of  ^ 

the  Irish  government ;  who,  he  had  not  the  saga- 
city to  perceive,  were  more  the  agents  of  the  Bri- 
tish Cabinet,  than  servants  of  the  Irish  Viceroy, 
Mr.  Pitt  had  now  personally  offended  by  encroach- 
ing on  the  Vice* regal  patronage:  and  Lord  Hard- 
wicke was  determined,  that  his  resii^ntnient  should 
be  also  personal.     His  Lordship  was  judicious  in  . 

taking  \si\ie  with  the  British  minister,  upon  a  point 
favourable  to  Ireland.  Though  he  foresaw,  that 
victory  would  be  followed  by  retreat,  he  was  re- 
solvedj'that  it  should  not  even  be  attempted,  with- 
out previously  possessing  himself  of  an  unassail- 
able position.  He  secured  to  his  own  family  the 
office  of  Clerk  of  the  Pleas  of  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer in  Ireland,  by  putting  the  great  seal  to 
the  grant  of  it  after  the  death  of  the  Earl  oT  Buck- 
inghamshire, for  the  lives  of  himself  and  his  two 
sons  and  the  survivor.  The  place  is  a  sinecure, 
generally  estimated  a  ,£16\000  per  annum,  and  is 
considered  to  be  the  best  appointment  in  the  gift 
of  the  Irish  government. 

The  ffrand  struffgle  for  power  between  the  Pre-    ^■'-  P'**» 
mier  and  the  Viceroy  was  a  remote  consequence  of  w-cke  and 
the  Union  ;  carrying  upon  the  face  of  it  the  cha-  Barnngton. 
Tacteristic  features  of  that  state  juggle.     So  essen- 
tial for  his  system  did  Mr.  Pitt  find  the  services  of 
his  Irish  friends  up  to  the  Union,  that  the  ineffec- 
tual opposition  given  to  it  by  some  few  of  them  he 
readily  forgave, ,  and  afhxiously  courted  them  to  fall 
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J^^  back  into  their  oW  rankle  and  mlly  once  .i»ar€ 
rouDct  the  principles,  upon  which  h^  ha^  bxmghl 
Ireland  into  its  preseiit  slate  of  debility  4nd  de- 
gij^dation,  Mr,  {now  Sir  Joni^b)  Bftrriagtqn*  Ju4gc 
of  the  Admiralty  Court  in  IreUnd,  hifti  beem  ra/ish 
ed  to  thj^t  i^ituation  for  his  long  .^nd  ft^ithful  ser- 
vices to  the  Iri$b  government  with  w  fmnual  w- 
tery  of  «£?80Q.  The  judicia,!  diit4e$  of  the,  s^iu^a- 
tiojx  were  so  light,  as  wt  to  break  in  upon  the 
function*  of  a  practigiiog. banister,  lie  became 
moreover  ofie  of;.^h^iTio;st'(a:;ti^e  ^xii  powerfvd  op^ 
posers-pf  the  Union  by  his  pen  and  t;ongue,  b^th 
in  ^nd  <;^t  pf  farliarnept^  Thq  pr^nei|)les  and 
^natuier  of  carrying,  tbat  fatal  measure  appeai;ed 
to  hav^  operated  an  eptire  change  i;i  his  political 
5entinf)ents  and  conduct;  and  he  early  took  ih^ 
resolution,  in  conparrence  with  Mr,  Charles  Biall^ 
the  barrister,  who  had  alsp  tqken.  a  determined 
part  against  it,  to  tra;ismit  to  posterity  a  faithful 
record  of  the  whole  infamy  of  that  transaction, 
jBefare  the  Anti-upion  fervor  had  abated,  they  col- 
lected all  the  documents,  which  would  disclose  to 
posterity  the  means,  by  which  the  measure  had 
been  forced  through  Parliament  against  the  avowed 
$ease  and  feeling  of  the  Irish  nation.  The  history, 
was  finished  and  put  to  press  in  J^pndon,  iq  July 
180S.  Sir  Jonah' Barringtonwen.t  oyer  to  super-? 
intend  and  manage  the  wofk.  He  had  several 
interviews  with  t^ord  Pelkam,  then  Secretary  of 
gitate;  apd  no  m pre  was  heard  of  the  history  of 
the  Union  4""9g  the  Addingtpn  adrnjlnistratioo, 
pieat  prpparaf iofts.  had  bee«  made  to  give  effect  to 
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tli€  work,  wt)ich  the  autlior  liabttiially  pronotuioed  ^J^ 
tht  death  tmrTant^  the  hopes  vf  Ireland.    Draw- 
logs  and  et^raviogs  of  the  principal  perfprmers  in 
that  eveatful  tragm^  w^ere  procui^d  from  the  first 
artist9|  a«ti  every  aid  of  type  and  paper  were  to 
be«i&ed/t0  add  lustre  and  consequence  to  the  in* 
tertsting  substance  of  the  contents.     It  was  more 
g^aer^lly  known,  thai  the  work  had  been  put  to 
prress,   thadi  why  no  progress  bad  for  a  time  l^en 
naade  in  it    -Upon  the  first  intentions  of  publish'* 
ing  this  work^  it  was  more  a  matter  of  boast  and 
reconuivefKlkticm  than  secrecy,  that  Mr.  foster  had 
furnished  the  authors  with  many  interesting  anec- 
doteSy  and  proofs  of  particular  sums  of  money  paid 
Xo  persons  for  borough  interests  and  accommoda* 
tion,  'douoeurs  for  resignations,  or  occasi#nal  ab*» 
sences  from  the  House- of  Commons,  for  parti- 
cular speeches  in  Parliament,  for  a  variety  of  posi- 
tive and  negative  services  purchased  by  the  mana- 
gers of  the  Unipn :  and  amongst  other  valuable 
'  documents,  was  a  copy  of  a  long  and  curious  cor- 
r-espondence  between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Castle- 
r:eagh,   relative  to  the  expedients  and  means  of 
forcing  the  Union*     For  impressing  mom  deeply 
upon  tlie  public  the  authenticity  of  the  doGumeofts, 
th^^fulhors  hf^  gone  to  the  expence  of  engraving 
fMsimiles  of  several  of  the  most  important  letters, 
wd  drafts  for  Ijfupn  service  monies,  which  were 
generally  given  upon  Beresfgrd's  bank.  Some  time 
after  Mr.  Pitt's  return  to  office,  Sir  J,  Barrington, 
revisited  London,  and  resumed  bis  intentions  and 
»Uew  of  publication,     Mr.  Foster^  who  had  again 
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1805.'    thrown    himself  into  th6  arm$  of  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Lord  Castlereagh,  after  having  completely  expiat-. 
ed  the  solitary  crime  of  having  once  fought  (though 
unsuccessfully)  for  Ireland,  apprized  them  of  the 
variety  of  authentic  documents,  with  which  that 
history  might  be   supported.     Their  alarm  >and 
agitation  drove  them  to  their  old  practices :  and 
to  prevent  detection,  they  undertook  to  purchase 
suppression ;  with  attention,  however^  to  the  other 
contracting  party,  in  the  most  honourable  manner, 
that  they  could  devise.  A  negociation  was  accord- 
ingly set  on  foot,  through  Mr.  H.  Alexander,  a 
former  political  friend  of  all  parties,  and  a  man  of 
tried  fidelity  in  the  school  of  Pitt     It  was  soon 
settled  by  tliese  negociators,  that  <£800  per  an- 
num w«s  a  very  insufficient  charge  Cor  a  Judgfe  of 
tlie  Admiralty  in  Ireland ;  thkt,  in  order  to  give' 
full  dignity  and  effect  to  the  situation,  the  salary 
should  be  raised  to  -£2500,  which  would  place  the 
Judge  of  the  Admiralty  on  a  footing  with  the  puisne 
Judges  of  the  Common  Law  courts,   and  enable 
him  to  discontinue  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
The  terms  were  settled  in  London  between  the  mi- 
nister aad  the  historian,  without  any  communication 
with  the  Lord  Lieutenant ;  he  was,  however,  not 
ignorant  of  them.     The  moment  hff  was  ofl[ici§lly 
apprized  of  the  object  of  Hue  minister,  he  took 
strong  objection  to  the  measure;  aliedging,  that 
the  place,  for  which  tliey  were  about  to  make  "so 
splendid  an  allowance,  was  nearly  a  sinecure,  and 
that  he  could  never  consent  to  encrease  the  bur- 
thens   of  ati    oppressed   people  by   extravagant 
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and  unHierited  public  charges,  Hb  Excellency  ^Jf^^^ 
also  obsarvcd,  that  he  ought  to  have  been  consult- 
eel  in  the  first  instance,  before  afiy  proposal  had 
been  made ;  and  uiuch  more  so,  before  any  en- 
gagement had  been  entered  into.  This  unexpect- 
ed firmness  in  an  Irish  I^rd  Lieutenant  astonished 
and  confounded  Mr.  Pitt.  Within  very  few  days 
something  Uttle  sliort  of  an  absolute  command, 
went  to  Mr.  Long,  the  new  Secretary,  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  should  sign  the  warrant  for  the  . 
encrease  of  Mr.  Harrington's  salary ;  which  Lord 
Hardwicke  peremptorily  refused.  Ireland  is  trebly 
indebted  to  Ix)rd  Hardwicke  for  this^  iirst,  though 
lat^  resistance  to  the  mandate  of  the  British  minis** 
ter.  It  was  an  assertion  of  the  dignity  and  rights 
of  the  Kings  Vicegerent:  it  eased  the  country  of 
a  perpetuity  of  £1700  pe^ammm  .  ,and  prevented 
the  suppression  of  an  able  and  interesting  work^ 
of  which  two  numbers  of  a  mqst  splendid  edition 
have  kindled  a  desii^  in  the  public  to  be  gratiSed 
with  the  remainder,     i 

On  the  ver\^  day  before  the  Parliament  was  pro-„  Cae  «f 

•^         "^  ,  »        ,  •  Troy  V.  fiy- 

rogued,  a  trial  came  on  in  the  Court  of  King's  nwwi*. 
Bench,  Westminster,  Troj/  v.Symonds^  which,  in  as 
much  as  it  was  national  matter,  ought  not  to  pass  un* 
noticed.  It  had  l>een  intemled  and  expected  to  be 
tried  long  before  it  was  actually  brought  on.  Tlie 
most  rev.  Dr.  Troy,  the  Catholic  or  (as  he  is  com- 
monly styled)  titular  Ardibishop  of  Dublin,  was  the 
plaintifl^  and  Mr.  Synionds,  a  bookseller  in  Paier 
Noster  Rozt;,  London,  the  publisher  of  the  Jnti 
Jacobin  review,   the  defendant.     The  action  was 
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brought  (and  Lord  Ellenborough  observed  io  Iii» 
charge  to  the  jury,  very  properly)  in-  £tigbiid, 
by  the  plaintifF  to  recover  damages  £of  an  injury, 
1  which  he  oomphined  he  had  sustained  fio«i  a 
publication  in  the  Ant i  Jacobin  review,  wbk4i  tifa* 
duced  hiffi  as  a  disloyal  person,  and  consequently 
as  bi  inging  a  scandal  upon  tlie  religkni,  of  whicb 
he  was  not  only  a  professor,  but  a  guardian  and 
church  governor.  A  verdict  y^M  found  for  the 
plaintiff  in  «£50.  With  respect  to  the  mediocrity 
of  damages,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  his  counsel^ 
Mr.  Erskine,  in  that  regard,-  followed  bis  instruc- 
tions, when  he  closed  his  address  to  the  jury  m 
these  words  :  "  Dr.  Troy  asks  nothing  ©f  you,  but 
**  that  he  may  be  considered  as  a  subject  of  this 
*'  country,  and  that  under  the  taiy  of  England  his 
*'  character  may  be  protected."  . 
Grounds  of  Thc  circumstauces,  out  of  which  this  action 
originated  form  a  leading  feature  in  the  system, 
which  this  history  professes  to  develope  as  mucii 
in  detail^  as  evidence  will  support.  It  is  matter  of 
W)toriety,  tha,t  the  periodical  work  called  the 
j/nii  Jacobin  Review  w^s  set  up  with  (perhaps  a 
feir  and  honourable)  intent  of  writing  dowa  tte 
pruriency  of  democracy,  which,  about  the  begin- 
ning  of  the  French  revolution  was  apprehended 
,  dangerous  in  its  example  and  consequences.  Some 
persons  (all  clergymen  of  the  establishment)  af 
respectability  were  known  in  England  to  contri- 
bute their  talents  to  the  work.  To  make  liead 
against  ir religion,  and  the  general  hostility  to  regu- 
lar government  was  the  original  and  laudable  in- 
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tent  of  thip  BiUish  writers  for  the  undertaking.  In     ^^^' 
extending  the  object  to  Ireland,   where  Wgotry 
and  viraleBce  rankle  with  a  hixuriancy  unknown  i 

*o  Englan<l,  thesfe  advocates  for  religion  and  order  ? 

eiigaged  some  over-zealous  disciples  |o  write  for 
the  Western  part  of  the  British  eiDpire,  These 
persons, ^amongst  whom  prominently  ranked  Sir 
Richard  Musgrave,  conceiving  themselves  licensed^ 
and  not  unfeed  pu¥veyoi*s  of  intelligence  to  the 
Protestant  ascendancy^  appreciated  their  services 
and  hire,  in  proportion  to  their  misrepresentation 
and  calumny  of  their  Catholic  countrymen,  their 
clergy  aqd  their  religioil.  With  a  view  to  Ciuni^ 
xiate  and*  injure  the  Cathdlic  religion  tlwough  their 
chief  spiritual  superior  in  Dublin,  these  malignant 
scribes  fof  the  Jnti  Jacobin  attempted  to  excul- 
pate the  gro3s  improvidence,  of  tl)je  Irish  gov^jrn^ 
naeot,  in  July,  1803,,  and  throw  the  guilt  of 
Emmet^s  insurrection  upon  Dr.  Troy*s  misprision 
of  treason,  on  this  stupid  and  wicked  affectation 
of  reasoning.  Th^  Catholic  religion  imposes  the 
obligation  of  confessing  every  mortal  offience; 
-tebellion  is  such ;  and  therefore  it  is  conressed  by 
every  Catholic  perpetrator  of  that  sin  to  hispriestl 
The  arch-bishop  or  superior  of  such  priest  must  , 
know  what  is  confessed  to  his  inferior  or^sulyect, 
^nd  therefore  is  apprized  of  every  insurrection  in 
i;he  state,'  afid  consequently  guilty,  at  least,  of 
Tnisprisiori  of  treason^  if  he  reveal  it  not  to  govern-* 
nient.  The  Anti  Jacobin  review  then  was,  as 
It  still  continues  to  be  countenanced  and  encour 
raged  by  government;.     Dr,  Troy,   therefore,  hatl 
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^^^  ^  no  other  method  of  retrieving  his  own^  and  the 
character  of  his  religion,  of  which  he' was  a  guar- 
dian and  governor,  than  by  instituting  a  suit  at 
law  against  the  malicious  hbellers  <>f  both.^  He 
therefore  brought  this  action. 

*  The  libel  of  which  he  complained  was  contained  id  the 
Anti  Jacobin  Review  for  July,  1804',  and  is  expressed  in  the 
A)lloWinj^  words  : 

.  ''  Nothing  affords  such  strong  evidences  of  Popish  dissimula- 
tion in  Ireland  as  the  exhortations  <5f  the  Romish  clergy,  and 
this  loyal  addresses  of  their  flocks.  They  are  commonly  found 
lo  be  sore  presagies  of  deep-laid  conspiracy  against  the  Protest- 
ant state ;  and  after  it  has  exploded  in  rebel Kon,  their  clergy 
generally  lament  from  the  altar  the  delusions  of  the  people^  and 
their  :treaspnable  conduct  towards  th^  best  of  Sovereigns^  and 
th?  only  constitution,  that  affords  any  degree  of  rational  liberty  ; 
though  from  the  nature  of  their  religion,  they  must  have  known, 
and  have  prevented  it.  The  dreadful  rebellion  of  1798,  accom- 
panied "with  such  instanees^'of  Popish  perfidy,  must  convince 
the  reader,  that  no  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  the  oaths  or  pro* 
fossions  of  Irish  Papists  to  a  Protestant  state.  Dr.  Troy  must 
have  known  all  the  circumstances,  which  preceded  the  insurrec- 
tion in  Dublin,  on  the  23d' of  July,  1803,  and  yet  he  did  not 
put  Government  on  their  guard.  The  present  Administration 
are  convinced  of  his  treachery  on  that  occastop,  and  yet,  for 
floany  years  past,  he  had  been  treated  at  the  Castle  with  the  ut- 
most respect,  and  even  received  favours  for  some  persons  of  his 
own  faifiily.  His  exhortation,  then,  to  which  Lord  Fingal  aU 
ludes,  muit  be  considered  as  a  mockery  of  the  State,  and  an  in- 
sult to  the  understandings  of  his  Protestant  fellow-subject?,  and 
an  unqbestfotiable  testimony  of  his  want  of  candour. 

*'  By  hi«5  orders,  exhortations,  composed  by  himself,  were 
read  in  many  Popish  chapels  in  his  diocese,  on  the  morning  of 
the  24th  of  July,  and  a  few  hours  after  the  insurrection  and 
massacre  had  taken  place  in  Publin.  The  reader  must  be  con. 
vinced,  by  the  following  moral  evidence,  that  these  exhortations 
were  framed  previous  to  that  dreadful  event's  there  was  no  alln- 
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It  appeared  clearly  upon  th^  trial,  (the  Defend*    iso^ 
ant  produced  no  evidi:nce)  that  Dr.  Troy  wmte  Eflei^rj>  Zr 
the  short  exhortation,  which  be  enjoined  his  clergy  ^c  ^L^IrfU 
to  read  to  their  congregations  in  their  respective ««• 
chapels,  as  welt  as  the  exhortation'  itself  on  the 
Sunday  (July  the  24th)  after,  and  in  consequence 
of  the  unforeseen  and  unexpecteM  explosion  of  the 
preceding  night.     Both  were  printed  and  distri- 
buted  on  the  Monday  morning.     Tlie  injunction 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  the  arch-diocesc 
of  Dublin,  was  to  read  in  the  chapels  and  commu- 
nicate as  generally  as  possible,  during  the  ensuing 
fortnight,  the  accompanying  exhortation,  and  as 
.  much  longer  as  they  should  find  it  expedient :  re- 

I 

eion  to  it  in  any  of  them  ;^  and  the  distance  of  the  chapels,  ia 
which  they  were  read,  from  the  metropolis  was  so  great^  as  to 
make  it  physically  impossible,  that  they  should  have  been 
framed  and  sent  to  them,  subsequent  to  that  catastrophe.  The 
rebellion  of  1798  broke  oat  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of 
May,  and  notice  appeared  early  on  the  looming  of  Thurs-^ 
day  the  SMtb,  in  the  Dublin -Journal,  to  Roman  Catholics,  that 
an  address  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  intended  to  be  imme- 
diately presented,  and  containing  a  declaration  of  political  prin- 
ciples applicable  to  the  times,  lay  at  certain  houses  for  signa- 
tures; and  it  stated,  that  all  signatures  must  be  given  in  on  or  y 
before  Saturday  next,  viz.  on  the  26th  of  May.  The  names  of 
persons  were  subscribed  to  it,  who  lived  in  various  parts  so  re« 
mote  from  the  metro|K>lis,  that, they  could  not  have  been  inform- 
ed, that  it  was  in  contemplation.  It  was  entitled,  "The  Address 
**  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland/'  though  the  contents  of  it 
could  not  be  known  to  any  of  them,  except  to  those  in  Dublin 
•nd  its  vicinity  ;  for  they  were  not  allowed  two  entire  days  to 
snbscribe  it.  The  names  of  twenty-eight  titular  or  Popish 
Bishops  were  subscribed  to  it,  *>hou^h  some  of  them  lived  150 
mil.es  frgm  the  nie^ropoi is. "^  ^  ^     ■ 
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1805.  jying  Upon  their  e^^erienceil  loyalty  to  promote 
peace  and  good  order,  and  to  prevent  anj^  atteriipl 
ta<listarb  either.*     The  short  address  is  a  poinlecl 

.  ^  This  action  would  not  have  been  .noticed/biit  a»  an  ducidai 
tioa  6f.  a  part  of  the  general  system  pervaUing  botk  cabioets  to 
decry,  debase  and  ca^mnlate  that  portion  of  his  Majesty  Vs^jb- 
jects,  who  have  not  as  yet  discovered  efificr.ciotis  reasons  for  re- 
houncinffthe  reKcrion  of  their  Christian  ancestors.  Wilb  tnucfa-less 
reanoti  eopld  the  author  have  ]^e8Uj«ied  to  aatesthiis  A)eaddr*8  ati 
t€;ntioii  iaamost  insigniRcaBt  individual,  unies^  th/^. coincidence 
of.  circumstances  bad  demx^nstrate'd,  that  even  a  King's  C0|iii«el 
would  so  let  himself  down  as  to  resort  to  the  systematic  license 
of  misrepresenting,  tracfucing  and  calumniating  any' sdbject  of 
his  Mftjesty ,  because  be  professed  the  Catholic  ftLitb.  The  thore 
humble  the  objeirt^  ttle  more  important  the  att^pk,  Mr*  (isirrow, 
who,  to  the  amaze  of  many,  is  at  the  head  of  the  .English  bar, 
^as  of  counsel  for  the  defendant.'  On  the  day  after  the  trial, 
the  author  read  a  report  of  it  in  the  Morning  Post»  and .  was  not 
lightly  surpriaedj.at  Mr.  Garrow's  wilful  and  malicious  misinter- 
pretatton  of  a  passage  in  his  Historical  Review  of  tbe  State  of 
,  Ireland.  He  then  felt  it  a  duty  to  the  country,  of  which  that 
work  was  an  Historical  Review,  as  well  as  to  himself  lo  send  tbe 
following  letter  to  thq ^publisher  of  that  paper,  anu  it»  appeared^ 
next  moroing:  . 

"  TO  tHfi  EDiTOft  OF  THE  IVIQRNING  t>bsT. 
Sir, 
Having  read  in  your  paper  of  yesterday  a.  report  of  the 
trial,  Troji  v,  Simmons^  I  was  surprised  to  find  my  name  quotea 
by  Mr.  Garrow,  for  a  purpose  which  even  his  ingenuity  and  ^s- 
surance  failed  in  connecting  with  the  case  of  his  client.  This  \t 
one  out  of.  many  attempts  frQm  apparently  respectable  quarte^, 
to  distort  and  niisrepre^njb  Qiy  Historical  Review  of  the  State  ot 
Ireland,  where  it  cannot  be  refuted.  Argument  and  inference 
rest  upon  the  ingenuity  of  counsel,  quotation  upon  his  veracity. 
tie  aUuded  (says  your  report),  to  the  History  of  Ireland  by  a  Ca^ 
tholic.  writer,  (Mr,  PlowdcnJ,  who  had  written  one  chapter  Ho 
slaw '^  Why  of  necessity  Prk^s  mwi  be  engaged  in  rebellibi^j  wh^ 
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address  to  his  flock  to  be  aware  of  the  insidious   .^^^?" 
promises  of  ati  undefined  equality  and  liberty  to 

had  said,  that  unless  they  rolled  with  tfie  wave  they  were  Itft  on  the 
beach, 

"  Had  Mr.  Carrow  faithfully  quoted  me,  he  would  not  have 
conyerted  a  short  note  into  a  whole  chapter,  nor  have  retailed 
to  the  jury  ai.  the  words  of  a  Catholic  hii^orian,  those  which 
t\'ere  expredsly  quoted  from  a  Protestant  bishop,  the  Rev.  Dr, 
Slock,  wtio  is  still  living  to  explain  and  defend  them.  In  my 
3J.  Vol  (p.  716}  is  to  be  found  the  following  note,  upon  whicli 
tbe  reader  will  make  his  own  observations  and  commenjt : 

"  The  Bishop  of  Killala  has,  in  his  narrative  of  what  passed 
at  KiJlala  in  the  summer  of  1798,  (p.  82.)  given  the  following 
reason,  why  in  every jxtpular  commotion  in  Ireland, some  Roman 
Catholic  priests  will  probably  be  found  concerned  in  it:*'— 
***Thts  almost  total  dependance  of  the  Romish  Clergy  of  Ire- 
*'  land  upon  their  people  for  the  means  of  sub-iistence  is  the 
'•  cause,  according  to  my  best  judgment,  why,  upon  every  po- 
*'  pular  commotion  many  priestjs  of  that  communion  have  been* 
*'  and,  until  measures  of  better  policy  are  adopted,  always  will 
*'  be  found  in  the  ranks  of  sedition  and  opposition  to  the  esta- 
•*  blished  government.  The  peasant  wilJ  love  a  revolution,  be- 
**  cause  he  feels  the  weight  of  poverty,  and  has  not  often  the 
*'  sense  to  percejve  that  a  change  of  masters  may  render  it  hea- 
*•  vier  ;  the  Priest  must  follow  the  impulse  of  the  popular  wave, 
•*  or  be  left  behind  on  the  beach  to  ptrish." 
E^seX'Street. 

"  Francis  Plowden". 

He  now  finds  himself  more  than  amply  justified  in  writing  this 
letter,  by  the  subsequent  publication  of  INlr.  Gdxrow^  elo(juenc€, 
as  taken  by  Mr.  Gurney  in  short  hand.  He  was  the  jess  excus- 
able for  the  falsehood  and  misrepresentatjon,  because  it  appears 
from  that  report  he  had  the  book  with  him  in  Court.  For  he  said 
(p.  57)  •*  I  think  Mr.  Plowden  would  have  abundantly  better 
*'  ground  to  support  an.  actipn  against  the  writer  of  this  article, 
"  tor  the  observations,  which  he  has  made,  on  his  four  volumes, 
*'  one  of  which  1  hold  in  my  j^and,  and  lihall  have  occasion  t# 
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1805.     \yQ  licentious,  holden  forth  by  many  modern  con- 
stitution makers,  by  specially  referring  to  all  the 

"  refer  to  presently/'     In  order,  however,  to  keep  in  unison 
with  the  anonymous  libellers  of  the  And  Jacobin^  he  solemnly 
sod  reflexedly  quitted  truth  and  candor,  as  must  appear  to  eve- 
ry one,  who  compares  the  quotation  with  the  CQntext^(p.  71,  72,) 
"  1  had  the  curiosity  t8  look  into  a  book  on  the  subject,  which 
•*  lies  before  nri^,  written  by  a  learned  gentleman  of  our  profes- 
"  sion,  Mr.  Plowden ;  I  had  been  reading  it  as  1  was  travelling, 
"laud  ^^s  struck  with  a  passage  which  I  wanted  to  shew  to.  a 
*•  friend  ;  1  could  not  find  it  readily  ;  I  knew  Mr.  Plowden  was 
a  mail  of  method ;  I  thought  he  would  have  an  index  to  his 
book  ;  I  turned  to  his  index ;  I  thought  the  thiiig  I  wanted  to 
**  find  would  be   nnder  the  title  Priest;   I  found  the  refer- 
ence '^  Priests,  p.  1 16/'  just  as  a  man  writes  in  his  common 
place  book,  "  actions  upon  the  case/'    Then  under  that : 
Good^  sold' and  delivered,*'    What  do  you  think  is  written 
under  Priests  f  Vl^hy — *'  some  Roman  Catholic  priests  always 
**  must  be  found  in  a  rebellion/'  Now  what  do  you  think  is  the. 
argument  of  this  gentleman  why  some  Roman  Catholic  priests 
^  always  must  be  found  in  a  rebellion?  I  will  tell  you  what  his 
"  argument  is :  He  says>  "  Whilst  the  Roman  Catholy;  priests 
**  are  so  dependant  upon  their  flocks  as  they  are,  it  is  impos* 
*'  sible,  if  there  be  an  insurrection  or  rebellion,  that  they  should 
••  not  join  with  them.     Why  ?  Because  the  people  will  always 
f*  be  disposed  to  rebellion,  in  the  hopes  of  bettering  their  con- 
^  dition,  without  consideriug  the  sad  reverse  that  may  happen 
upon  it :  and  the  priests  being  so  connected  with  the  people, 
must  either  roll  upon  the  wave  or  sink  with  the  people,  and 
'*  that  accounts  for  whv  i»  ihe  rebellions  of  Ireland  we  have  had 
'*  a  pretty  sprinkling  of  priests  ;  but  I  would  not  do  any  body  in- 
**  justice,  because  I  find  that  a  person  interested  in  the  charac- 
"  ter  of  a  Roman  Catholic  priest  in  Ireland  has  published  a 
**  catalogue  of  persons  found  in   this  situation,    and  it  is  but 
"  fair  to  those,  who  are  respectable,  to  distinguish  them  from 
^  such  persons;  there  is  not  one,  I  believe,  that  has  not,  af- 
«*  ter  he  was  gone,  be^n  fojind  to  have  b«en  a  desperate  repro* 
'*  bate  through  life/*  • 
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first  horfors  of  the  Frendi  revolution,  which  ran  ^^^^' 
into  a  firigbitful  anarchy,  and  then  settled  in  an 
atrocious  deiipptisin,  under  which  the  most  violeq^t 
disturbers  of  the  ancient  order  of  things  insuffer- 
ably laboured.  It  ended  with  a  pathetic  admoni- 
tion to  than,  not  to  be  deceived  into  ruin,  as  many 
of  the  States  cm  the  Continent  had  been;  but  to 
follow  the  diviiKi  injunctions  of  God,  which  ap- 
'  plied  to  all  times  and  all  circumstances,  which  they 
had  been  taught  in  thdr  catechisms,  as  it  was  re- 
corded m  the  holy  scriptures,  and  would  bind  tli^ 
Cathofic  Church  to  the  end  of  time :  "  Fear  God, 
honor  the  Kiiig^  obey  and  respect  your  superiors, 
&c."      • 

Towaixls  the  close  of  Trinity  Term  1805,  tl^Pai^onor 
public  was  gratified  with  a  scene  in  Dublin,  which  JJn  R^^ai" 
produced  the  happiest  effects.  On  the  sitting  of 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  Mr.  Hamilton  llowan 
appeared  at  the  bar,  when  the  Attorney  General 
infdrmed  the  Court,  that  be  attended  on  Jbeualf  of 
the  Crown,  in  qrder  to  consent  to  tlie  reversal  of 
this  outhtwiy,  and  asked  Mr.  Rowan,  what  be  had 
to  offer  tp  iheCpiirt,  why  judgment  should  not  be 
|)rononnced  against  him.  Mr.  Rowan  then  hand* 
ed  in  the  record,  observing,  th^at  he  was  advised^ 
there  was  error  in  fact  upon  it.  The  Attorney  Ge- 
neral informed  the  Court,"-  that  he  had  a  warrant 
from  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  authorizing  him  to  con*' 
fess  the  errors  assigned  :  upon  which  Mr,  Curran 
moved,  that  the  outlawry  sliould  be  reversed,  and 
it  was  ordered  accordingly.     Tlien  Mr.  Rowan 
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1805.    having;  been  formatly  put  to  the  bar,  the  Clerk  of 
,  the  Crown  shortly  stated  tlie '  indictment  against 

him  for  high  treason,  and  put  th^  question  to  him, 
guilty  or  not.  Mr.H.  Rowan  pleaded  his  Majesty's 
gracious  pardon,  and  handed  in  the,  letters  patent 
under  the  great  seat  and  enrolled,  which  baring 
been  allowed,  he  addressed  the  Court  in  a  digni- 
fied and   imptessive  manner.     He  exfJressed  thc^ 
warmest  sense  of  his  Majesty's  clemency,  not  only 
for  his  own  restoration  to  all  his  civil  rights,  but 
more  especially  for  the  favourable  indulgence  and 
protection,,  which  his  wife,  his  children,  and  his 
family  bad  experienced  during  his  absence  and  le- 
gal incapacity.  His  feelings  were  not  pressed  upon 
by  any  call  for  a  formal  renunciation  of  his  politi- 
cal opinions,  nor  Was  refereiK-e  made  to  them  by 
any  other  person   in  Court.     The  Chief  Justice 
then  addressed  Mr.    H.  Rowan  to  the  following 
ptirport     **  Mr.  Rowan,  from  the  sentiments  you 
"  have  thiis  day  expressed,  I  trvist;  that  the  pub*- 
^  lie  will  ieel,  pad  your  future  conduct  will  prove, 
*•  tliat  his  Majesty's  pardon  has  been  worthily  be«» 
"  stowed."     Mr.  H.  Rowan   bowed   respectively 
and  retired  ;  evidently  strongly  affected ;  as  wa* 
the  whole  Court,  which  was  unusually  crowded* 
Lordcas-       Tl>e  defection  of  Lord  Sidmouth,  the  impeach- 
catT«his^"ment  of  Lord  Melville  and  consequent  shiftings  in 
^^n!      the  Cabinet  created  the  necessity  of  Lord  Castle* 
reagh's  vacating  his  seat  for  the  county  df  Down,  in 
order  to  accept  of  the  office  of  Secretary  of  l^ate 
for  the  colonies  and  war  department.     Tlie  dis* 

s 

graceful  result  of  the  election  on  that  vacancy  to 
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the  ministerial  camHdate,  inflicted  a  fresh  and  ^^^- 
dejep  wound  in  the  hnmiliated  and  harassed  mind 
of  Mr.  Pitt.  It  brought  to  a  genuine  test  the  real 
sentiments  of  the  public  in  Ireland  upon  tfie  merits 
of  his  system.  Lord  Castlereagh  from  his  entry 
into  political  life,  had  been  considered  the  most 
abjeet  tck>l  of  that  haughty  minister  in  all  his  d<?- 
signs  upon  Ireland.  ^  Before  jhe  tender  of  his  ser- 
vices to  Mr.  Pitt,  he  formally  read  his  recantation 
of  all  the  popular  principles, ,  under  which  in  the 
y^ar  1790  he  had  worked  his  way  into  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  independent  and  high  spirited 
county  of  Down.  In  no  part  of  the  abandoned^ 
process  of  forcing  the  Union  had  the  minister's 
profligacy  been  more  barefaced  and  base,  than  in 
erasing  the  name  of  the  late  Marquis  of  Down- 
shire^rom  the  list  of  privy  counsellors,  removing 
Wm  from  the  government  of  the  xrounty,  which  his 
ancestors  had  uninterruptedly  enjoyeil,  depriving 
liim  (who  was. the  father  and  founder  of  the  Irish 
militia)  of  the  command  of  the  regiment  of  the 
Downshire  militia,  and  displacing  him  from  the 
office  of  Register  in  Chancery,  in  which  he  had  sur- 
rendered bis  life  interest  upon  the  proposal  df  the 
government  to  grant  the  reversion  of  the  place  U» 
his  two  elder  sons  :  and  all  this  was  effected,  mere- 
ly because  his  principles  summoned  him  to  oppdsfe 
that  fatal  measure*^    The  loyalty  and  patriotisof 


*  Th?  ▼iwlictiTe  lililenesft  ofigoTCffntnettt^  i6i»  occafii0R  ktr 
traced  itself  Jn  a  pttifpl  display  of  k»  power  by  this  modi  tyreo^ 
nicml  abuse  of  i$»  witb  tlie  intention  of  crushing  a  generous  heart; 
ihe  honest  dictates  of  which  ha'  uniformly  been  obeyed  by  zest* 
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If^'  ^  ctf  that  distinguished  nobfemauot  were  high  spirited 
and  prkicipled..    Up  to  the  very  hour  o£Mr.  Pittas 

lous  ehdeavours  to  promote  the  welfare  of  Iveiiand.  ^  The  inBu- 
eoce  inseparable  from  the  large  possessions,  raDk>  and  well 
earned  popularity  of  the  late  Marquis,  was  considered  too  pow- 
erful. Lord  Gornwalifs  disgraced  himself  by  the  petalani  boast  ^ 
thai  he  woukl.  humioie  the  Leviathan  of  the  North  (as  heu  teniicd 
the  Marquis),  and  this  for  no  other  reason*  thaa  becai^e  hia  no- 
ble mind  could  not  fail  to  revolt  with  indignation  against  every 
attempt  made  to  fetter  it«  All  temptation  offered  as  the  price  of 
his  own  and  bis  country's  ind^f>eBdatice  ht  rebuked.  He  de- 
spised the  succeeding  threat!  holdten,  out  to-  intimidate  him^  and 
boldly,  though  coinstitutionaUy,  exerted  himself  in  pppeaing 
what  his  judgment  and  oonsdence  told  hinia  was  calculated- to  in- 
slave  and  degrade  his  native  land.  The  consequence  of  this  pa- 
triotic integrity  is  well  known.  No  sooner  had  he  been  violently 
dismissed,  unheard,  fit>m  all  that  fae  held  under  the  andiority  of 
the  Crown,  than  hta  fine  regiment  was.  divided  into  twof  battalia 
<Hia,  and  the  command  of  them  conferred  upon  persons  of  more 
pliable  dispositions,  his  poUtical  enemies.  The  place  of  Regis^ 
ter,  which  had  come  to  him  through  the  former  Marquis,  from 
his  friend  Sir  Wilitam  Cooper,  and  was  the  only  situation  of  pro- 
fit that  his  family,  with  aM  Ha  power  and  opportunttv  to  obtain 
what  selfrinieresi  would  have  dictated^  had  sofiered  itself  to  pos- 
sess, was  also  instantly  bestowed  (to  his  honour,  unasked  J  upon 
Lord  Avon  more ;  and  well  may  the  inheritor  of  his  noble  father's 
fortunes  and  virtues  rejoice,  that  neither  personal  aggrandisement 
nor  sordrd  interest  ever  stained  the  honour  of  his  ancestors^  He 
may  farther  exult,  that  by  the  truly  bkrbareus,  revengefal,  and 
cyiitempiible  conduct,  which  his  father's  fidelity  to  his  country 
drew  upon  jiim,  he  is  .freed  from  the  painful  feeling,  which  th^ 
deriving  of  any  emolument,  however  small  (as  that  arising  from 
(his  office  wBs)  at  theeicpence  of  the  people,  could  not  in  him 
fail  to  inspire.  But  the  rancorous  malevolence  of  the  chief  pro- 
flMttcfra  of  the  Unf%4fd  not  stop  here^  for  it  di«pkiced,  aiso  im- 
hmrrdi  Aiose  who  owed  iheirsituatiiMn  not  less  to  their  ser?  ices,  at- 
tachment and  merits^  than  to  the  friendship  and-  influence  of  the 
t)owBshtre.fiMttily;  and  in  order' to>  compleat  the  dtsgosting  pio- 


Administratioh  jf  JB.  H4xrdwkke  under  Mr.  Pitt.        245 

manifesting  his  unequivocal  intent  to  force  that  .  i^^- 
baleful  iBeaj»ure,  lie  had  uniformly  given  (perhaps 
improvident)  credit  to  his  Majesty's  ministers  for 
sincerely  wi^hisg  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his 
country.  The  unsuspecting  generosity  of  a  noble 
mimd  exlortied  from  him  a  support,  which  the 
slightest  mistrust  would  in  its  consequence  have 
prevented.  Rouzed  at  length  by  the  drawn  dag^ 
gers  of  the  assassins  he  flew  to  the  pass.  Traitors 
and  accomplices  were  too  numerous.  He  was  un- 
able to  ward  off  the  blow.  He  survived  not  Ions: 
the  deadly  stao.  His  country's  wound  was  his. 
And  he  employed  the  short  remnant  of  existence 
ia  charging  his  sympathetic  consort  to  infuse  into 
the  pliancy  of  his  infant  progeny  a  rooted  execra- 
tion of  the  corrupt  perfidy  of  the  murderers  of  his 
country,  and  rear  them  up  in  the  principles  of  con* 
stitutioiial,  liberal  and  wise  policy*. 

tHre,  (of  wfaicliUiisis  but  a  faint  outline  of  the  indigntty  this  pa- 
triotic iamHy  sostaineil)  no  sooner  was  the  late  Marquis  departed, 
tllatt  the  office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Gustos  of  the  county  of 
Davrck,  so  ably  and  honorably  filled  by  him  and  his  ancestors  for 
many  generations  was  bestowed — upon  whom  ?  upon  the  Earl  of 
Londonderry  !  the  father  of  i  Lord  Castlereagh,  the  patricide  of 
his  country's  independance.  Lord  Castlereagh  Tainly  fancied, 
that  every  figither  ptucked  from  the  Downshire  interest  would 
enrich  the  still  shooting  plumage  of  the  Stewart's  (or  rather 
McGregors.) 

*  This  patriotic  legacy  was  sacredly  administered.  And  Ire* 
laid  has  the  happiness  of  seeing  the  honors  of  the  Downshire  fa- 
mily vested  in  a  youth,  who  seems  consciously  proud  of  holding 
rank  and  fortune  for  his  country's  welfare.  The  delicate  and 
important  charge  of  implanting  the  true  principles  of  loyalty 
and  patriotism  in  the  mind  of  a  young  nobleman  of  such  national 
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No  sooner  was  it  known'  to  the  public,  that 
Lord  Gastlereagh    was  about  vacating  his  seat, 

consequence,  coukl  not  have  been  more  fortanately  delegated. 
The  Marchioness  his  mother  was  supereminently  qualified  and 
sympathetically  zealous  to  perform  the  ii\|unciioDS  of  tier  mar- 
tyred Lord.  She  was  the  niece  and  heiress  of  the  late  Lord 
Sandys :  anj  to  the  princely  fortune  of  her  husband,  the  se- 
cond Marquis  of  Downshire,  she  added  the  ample  possessions 
of  her  uiicle^  as  well  as  the  concentrated  patrimonies  of  sereral 
other  noble  and  illustrious  families.  Beyond  the.  possession  of 
fortune  and  personal  attractions^  she  brought  into  the  Downshire 
family  every  quality  and  attainment,  that  cai^  adorn  and  elevate 
the  female  mind»  The  names  of  hef  eldest  son  denote  the 
Purees  of  his  maternal  as  well  as  hispaternaK  inheritances.  At* 
Uiur  Blundeil  ^artdys  Trumbull  Hill  Marquis  of  Downshire. 
Ireland  is  largely  indebted  to  her  for  nufnerous  services,  national 
and  particular :  above  all  for  the  successful  culture  of  the  minds 
of  the  noble  issue,  with  which  her  short  enjoyment  of  the  mar- 
riage state  was  blest. 

In  their  early  bloom  of  virtue  does  their  Country  iiold  an 
earnest  of  their  sterling  and  inflexible  patriotism.-  In  the  desti- 
nies of  Ireland  it  is  of  no  trivial  import,  that  her  transcendent  ek- 
ctllencies  have  been  justly  appreciated  by  the  illustrious  person- 
age most  iiyerested  in  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  that  coun- 
try. The  Prince  of  Wales'  repeated  visits  to  Omberly  Court, 
her  Ladyship's  residence  in  the  country,  speak  without  comment 
the  estimation,  in  which  she  was  holden  by  her  Boyal  guest  A9 
Ireland  has  begun  to  be  cheered  into  animation  by  the  gfow  of 
that  poliiical  virtue,  which  Lady  Downshire  with  such  judgment 
and  perseverance  infused  into  her  rising  /geoeration,  whii  ex- 
"pectant  extacies  will  attend  the  contemplation  of  her  patriotism, 
sanctioned  by  the  congenial  conduct  of  the  e:KaUe()  personaige, 
to  whom  this  country  looks  up  with  confidence  for  every  blessing. 
Ata  Galadiuneron  his  Royal  Highness' birth  day  in  Augiist 
1810,  after  the  health' of  the  Princess  Charlotte.  of-Wries  had 
been  proposed^  the  Prince  addressed  his  comjpiainy  in  ir  short,  clo- 
qjfent,  and  hnpressive  speech,  which  was  more  of  a  us^ional  thso 
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than  those,  who  bad  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  ^  ^^^^• 
county  of  Down  most  at  heart,  sought  for 'some 
steadfast  and  experienced  enemy  to  tlie  corrupt 
principles  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  who  would  come 
forward  to  oppose  him.  The  Marchioness  liad 
certainly  anticipated  this  anxiety.  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  had^.  presumptuously  solicited  her  interest* 
But  his  application  is  said  to  have  met  \nth  a  most 
spirited  rebuke.  At  length  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Meade,  a  son  of  the  late  Earl  of  Clanwilliam,  a 
young  gentleman  of  high  military  ardor,  though  of 
slight  political  experience,  was  encouraged  to  an- 
nounce his  intention  of  offering  himself  a  candi* 
date  for  the  representation  of  that  county.  On 
that'occasion  the  Marchioness  of  Downshire  ,pub- 
lislied  a  sliort  addness*  to  the  fieeholders*of  the 

eoBvivial  pvqport  His  Royal  Highoesssaud^  that  he  had  made 
it  his  first  care  to  instil  into  the  mind  and  heart  of  his  daughter 
the  knowledge  and  love  of  the  true  principles  of  the.  British  con- 
-fltitution :  and  hd  had  pointed  out  to  her  young  rniderstanding  as 
a  model  for  study  the  political  conduct  of  his  most  revered  and 
lamented  friend  Mr.  Fox*  who  had  asserted  and  maintained  with 
sttch  transcendent  force  the  just  principles,  upon  which  the  go-  ' 
Ternment  under  this  excellent  constitution  ought  to  be  adminis- 
tered, for  th^ro^^and  solid  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  the  real 


l^^ro^^and  sc 
icRp^li«aftot 


freedoii'^mp|Hli«aft  of  the  people. 

^,    .  .  ^^  Hatiover  Square,  J^ufy  }6,  1805, 

»•     •  • 

•  *  l^e  Hon.  Col'ooel  Meade  having  offered  himself  as  a  can- 
6i4pAfi^T  the  c«unty  of  Down^  the  protsf^rity  df  which  we  may 
be  supposed  tp  have  much  at  heart,  I  beg  leave  ibr  myself  and 
dear  MvflicilVIarqmr of  I>oirnshiffe«  to  soRcit  your  .^jtfta  and  in- 
teresttrfci'Krfevor.  'And  I  aio  fully  persikaded,  that  should  he 
iifc  ele€til||  his  be<il  endea^voucs  will  be  used  in  prt>moting  the 


fails. 
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,^2^^  county  of  Down.  She  went  over  with  her  two  in- 
fant sons  to  stimulate  and  witness  in.  pei^cHi  the  tri* 
umph  over  corruption  in  the  defeat  of  Ldfdj  Castte- 
reagli,  which  was  principally  owing  to  her  indefati* 
gable  exertions.  ♦     %   .    »i> 

ti^I^a^h'"       Although  Lord  Castlereagh  had  not  !q>prehcnd- 
privau^iy    ed  auv  scrious  opposition,  it  was . after walvjbi  didOQ^. 

cnnvassra  **  ,  f/»"i-*' 

his  friends  vcrcd,  txiat  he  had  for  iome  time  before  his  mten- 
mateiy'  tioH  of  Vacating  his  seat  was  known,  privately  can- 
vassed, through  his  brother,  the  chief  supporters  of 
his  interest  in  that  county.  They  consisted  of  six 
or  sei'en  noble  and  other  families  of  congenial  prin- 
ciples with  his  own,  most  of  the  Orangemen  and 
teri^ristSy  and  the  dependanta  and  connections  of 
those  clergymen  and  others,  whoie  sona  1^  had 
provided  for  at  home  or  in  India,  or  who  relied 
upon  his  promises  for  appointments  or  promotions* 
His  family  interest  in  the  county  was  comparative* 
ly  very  trifling.  His  own  was  merely  personal^ 
having  no '  estate  In  it.  He  converted  therefore 
the  whole  government  patronage,  as  far  as  he 
could,  to  his  election  purposes.  So  powerful  how- 
ever had  been  the  late  change  of  political  feeling 
in  the  county  of  Dowii,  that  even  the  treasury 
purse,  influence  and  patronage  coi^d  not  on  this 
occasion  overcome  the  general  execration  of  tJie 
principles  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  s§rv^  pcrAdy  of 

t 

-     trtt^  interests  of  Ireland  in  general,  and  those  of  our  connty  in 
particular. 

I  aoi,  yiAir  faithful  and  obedient  humble  termunl,  ^ 

M.  DO WNSHIRE  SANDYS. 
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his  to<5l  Lord  Castlereagh.  After  a  -most  cleter-  J^ 
mined  con  teat  and  IS  days  poU,  Colonel  Meade 
was  returocd  by  a  majority  of  4iO  ;  which  would 
have  beeu  coiididerably  encreased,  had  not  Lord 
Castleltagh  withdrawn  from  the  contest,  after 
hahriDfi:  exhausted  all  his  re^tmrces.  Not  having 
afyprc^eded  so  powerful  an  opposition,  he  had 
not  intended  to  have  gone  over.  In  fact  he  only 
arrived  on  the  4th  day  of  the  poll.  After  he  had 
declioed  the  poll,  he  immediately  set  off  on  his  re* 
turn  to  London,  execrated,  humbled  and  disap* 
pointed.  He  was  readily  accommodated  on  his  ar- 
rival with  an  English  borough  out  of  that  am  pie 
store  of  venal  seats  in  the  Commons,  which  the 
xnittister  holds  at  commiand,  to  answer  the  trade 
of  Partiament,  and  which  are  tlieiefore  called  Ge^ 
vernmcfU  Boroughs.  This  triumph  over  poUttcal 
|M:ofligacy  in  the  county  of  Down  was  hailed  by 
tlie  nation  at  large,^  as  the  first  atchievement  of  the 
yout)g  Marquis,  by  whose  future  labours  they  joy<- 
f\il]y  contemplated  tlie  strangling  of  the  monster 
of  duplicity  and  corruption*. 

'  *  The  cheering  confidence  transfust^d  througti  the  county  of 
Down  by  the  successful  stand  on  the  young  Marquis'  interest 
against  the  expiring  influence  of  the  Castlereagh  parly,  has  been 
recentiy  encooraged  by  the  election  of « treiaurer  for  the  county 
of  Down  in  January  1811;  when  his  Lordfthip*^  friend  the  Her* 
Mr.  Hamilton  was  elected  by  5 1  votes  against  36.  Such  a  «upe  • 
riority  of  the  magistrates  of  that  respectable  and  flourishing 
county,  backed  by  the  single  interest  of  the  Marquis  of  Down- 
sbire  against  tbe  concentration  of  all  the  Castler^gh  and  minis-" 
ierial  forces  of  the  North,  marks  the  progress  of  political  virtue 
towards  that  ascendancy,  under  which  alone  Ireland  can  become 
free,  happy,  and  prosperous. 
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^JJI^      As  the  various' combinations  of  Mr.  Pitt's  sys- 
neciir.eof  tcm  cIfcw  to  thcif  natural  results,  the  effects  of  dis- 

Mr.  Pitt's 

beaiui,  Reappointment  and  failure  shewed  themselves  not  less 
visible  upoa  the  mind,  than  upon  the  body  of  that 
ambitious  minister.  His  temper  was  soured,  and 
hrs  disorder  encreased.  Even  his  panegyrist  Mr. 
Giffard*  says,  that  many  of  his  friends  about  thb. 
time  fell  off,  influenced  by  the  declining  state  of 
his  liealtb :  and  had  Mr.  Pitt'sf  administration  con- 
tinued, it  appeared  certain,  that  serious  differences 
would  have  soon  occurred  in  the  CaWnet,  which 
would  have  left  him  in  the  minority.  After  the  re- 
cess, he  kept  as  much  as  possible  from  public  bu- 
siness. He  sent  over  Mr.  Long  the  new  Irish  Se- 
cretary, to  endeavour  to  settle  the  differences  be- 
tween Lord  Hardwickc  and  Mr.  Foster  concerning^ 
the-  patronage  of  the  revenue  and  other  matters : 
but  not  with  the  desired  effect.  Lord  Hardwicke 
rose  in  tone  and  consequence,  in  proportion  as 
Mr.  Pitt  declined  in  health  and  influence.  His 
Lordship  had  solicited  his  recall,  and  appeared 
anxious  to  close  his  viceregal  career  with  more  in- 
depenclance,  than  he  had  exhibited  at  any  period 
of  his  administration.  The  indecision  and  waver-- 
ing  of  Mr.  Pitt  was  the  only  reason,  why  his  suc- 
cessor was  not  appointed.  Lord  Hardwicke  made 
a  tour  into  the  province  of  Connaught,  and  from 
his  answers  to  the  different  addresses  presented  to 
him  in  the  course  of  his  progress,  appeared  to  be 
most  sensibly  affected  with  the  expressions  of  ap* 

*  He  has  written  hit  life  ib  6  volumes  Sra 
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probation  of  his  mild^  conciliatory  and  just  ma-  ^^^• 
nagement  of  bis  Majesty's  Government,  which 
wert  contrived  to  bj  inserted  in  all  the  addresses 
from  the  corporations  and  other  public  bodies.  As 
in  the  first  year  of  his  administration  he  court- 
ed the  Protestant  ascendancy  by  rewarding  Sir 
Richard  Musgrave's  zeal  and  hardihood   in  tra-  -^   ' 

ducing  his  Catholie  countrymen,  by  appointing 
him  to  the  collection  of  the  Dublin  City  Excise,  so 
in  the  last  year  of  it  he  sought  to  sooth  t|ie  oppo- 
site party  byjpeace  offerings,  displacing  Mr.  Gif- 
fard  the  loudest  Protestant  declaimer  ascainst  Ca- 
tholic  Emancipation,  and  putting  the  nephew  of 
the  Catholic  Primate  of  Dublin  into  the  collection 
of  the  Customs  of  Baltimore.  Nothing  further 
worthy  of  notice  happened  during  the  remainder 
of  Lord  Hardwicke's  administration  in  Ireland. 
The  Earl  of  Harrington  succeeded  Lord  Cathcart 
as  commander  in  chief;  and  the  Right  Hon.  Stan- 
dish  O'Grady  was  appointed  Lord  Chief  Uaron  of 
the  Exchequer  in  lieu  of  the  late  Lord  Avonmore. 
Some  other  less  important  movements  were  made 
m  the  law  <lepartment. 

So  certain  was  the  appointment  of  Lord  Hard-Addrmto. 
wicke's  successor  considered,  that  the  time  of  the  l;^^e on"* 
Earl  of  Powis*  departure  for  Ireland  to  take  pos- ^^^^^i^*^" 
session  of  his  new  government  was  spoken  of  in 
the  government  prints,  as  fixed  for  the  middle  of 
January/    On  the  20th  of  December  a  post  as- 
sembly was  holden/in  Dublin  for  the  purpose  of 
voting  an  address  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  upon 
his  resignation  of  the  Government  of  the  countrj  * 
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^J^^  Tli€  address  was  moved  by  Mr.  Shaw,  one  of  the 
citj  members:  the  gtotteman  vrho  bad  voted 
against  the  Catholic  question  ^ .  the  instruction  tff  - 
1m  constituents,  as  he  so  sjiecially  informed  the^ 
House  of  Commoiks  on  that  memorable  occasion* 
The  address  was  carried  without  a  division  :  and  it 
wa»  voted,  that  it  should  be  presented  to  bis  Ex- 
eeUency  in  the  most  respectful  and  distinguished 
manner.  On  the  2d  of  January  the  corporation  of 
the  city  of  Dublin  waited  upon  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant at  the  Castle  with  the  address,  lamenting 
that  he  was  sjbortly  to  take  leave  of  the  country^ 
^nd  expressing  their  warmest  af^probation  of  his 
management  of  the  government*  The  Lord  Mayor 
lieaded  the  proeession,  whidi  consisted  of  eight 
aldermen  and 'about  one- fourth  of  the  commons. 
TUi^  thin  attendance  on  the  presentation  of  the  ad- 
dress wa^  occasioned  by  the  late  division  of  the 
corporation  into  two  parties  upon  tlie  act  passed  last 
ses^on  res{)ecting  the  Dublin  [>aving  biii  The 
present  policemen,  and  the  policemen  that  were  to, 
be,  formed  the  ground  of  difference^  The  prevail- 
ing numbers  were  for  the  new  policemen.  The 
abuses  and  inconveniencies  under  the  old  police- 
men were  enormous,  > 
j^frtstmgof  The  total  failure  ot  all  Mr.  Pitt's  plans  on  the 
and  decline  Continent,  and  the  vast  ascendancy,  which  Napo* 
*'^'  Icon  had  acquired  by  his  late  conquest  and  treaty 
had  filled  the  unbiassed  part  of  the  British  nation 
\rith  dissatisfaction  and  dismay:  and  once  more 
casting  their  longing  eyes  to  peace,  they  loudly 
cried'  out  for  a  change  in  his  AIajesty*s  ministers,  as 
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.^  QtkXj  suiie  means  of  attaiQiiig  it  It^s  leading  ^^f^ 
nembei!^  of  the  Opposition  met  at  Lord  AUie- 
sitrle's  to  di&diss  tfee  imperious  necessity  of  put- 
ting aa>et|d  to  the  disastrous  system  so  obsitnately 
persevered  iu  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Fox  spoke  dc-, 
cidedfy  for  peace,  as  he  always  bad  done.  £vea 
die  war  party  came  in,  and  Mr«  Windham  spoke 
warmly  for  peace,  and  tlien,  for  U|^rst  time,  de- 
clared his  abandonment  of  the  pursuit  of  tlie  war, 
9»  it  nuisn;  thenceforth  be  directed  to  an  uoattain^ 
able  olgect  Lord  GreaviUe  was  not  present,  but 
aent  his  tfiritten  opinion  for  peace.  Mr.  Fox  thene^ 
upon  hailed  the  country  upon  their  perfect  unantT 
mity  for  a  safe  and  honorable  peace.  So  confident 
was  the  nation  of  Mir.  Pitt's  inability  to  retain  his 
situation,  that  a  list  of  the  new  ministry  was 
banded  about  on  the  day  yof  that  meeting  of 
the  Opposition,  which  was  the  lt)th  of  January ; 
and  it  varied  slightly  from  the  subsequent  appoint* 
ments.  From  tlie,  pceceding  .Autumn  Mr.  Pitt 
had  manifested  such  unequivocal  symptoms  of  ra^ 
pid  decline,  that  his  physician  (Sir  Walter.  Far- 
quhar)  found  it  requisite  in  December  to  accom* 
pany  him  to  Bath ;  not  so  much  for  the  benefit  of 
tiie  waters,  as  to  withdraw  him  from  public  bust* 
tiess,  and  the  insupportable  mortification  of  read- 
ing the  dispatches,  which  vvere  daily  arriving  with 
^le  humiliating  accounts  of  rlie  failure  of  all  his 
continental  plans.  Tlie  more  thinking  of  his  own 
friends  were  sensible,  though  they  shrunk  from 
avowing,  that  notwithstanding  he  could  keep  in 
depression,  and  refuse  freedom  to  his  Majcsty*i 
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J^J]^  Irish  subjects  by  trained  majorities  in  Parliament, 
notwithstatidiDg  the  prowess  and  experience  of 
British  seamen  ha,d*  triumphed  over  the  enemy, 
yet,  as  arrogant  and  vain  men  ever  pride  them- 
selves most  in  their  greateat  weakness,  so  Mr^ 
Pitt's  humiliation  at  the  total  failure  of  all  his  oon- 
tinentai  projects  preyed  upon  and  depressed  \\\% 
spirits  more,  ^j^n  his  power  and  influence  in  the 
senate,  or  any  aid  of  medicine  or  application  of 
philosphy  could  counteract.  The  dreadful  catas^ 
trophe  produced  by  his  measures  on  the  continent, 
stared  him  so  strongly  in  the  face,  tiiftt  for  the 
first  titpe  he  divided  in  his  own  oratorical  powers 
of  cieciamation  and  seduction,  and  shrunk  from  the 
thought  of  meeting  his  opponents  in  Parliament* 

*  There  never  was  any  personal  c<Mifidence  or  congeniality  of 
principle  or  sentiment  between  Lord  Nelson  and  Mr.  Pitt:  He 
claims,  therefore,  no  other  share  in  the  memorable  victory  gain- 
ed off  Trafalgar,  on  the  21st  of  October,  than  yielding  (in  this 
single  instance)  to  the  pressure  of  the  times,  by  appointing  the 
immortal  Nelson  to  the  command  of  the  fleet,  m  preference  to 
any  of  his  own  fa  von  rites  or  creatares. 

t  The  campaign  was  only  opened  in  September,  ,and  Napo- 
leon, with  the  velocitv  of  the  eagle,  marched  into  the  heaft  of 
German 3%  and  took  an  Austrian  Army,  under  General  Maclr^ 
prtsoiicrs  at  Ulm.  On  the  2d  of  December,  he  gained  the  re« 
nowned  victory  of  Aa^erlitz,which  was  followed  by  the  treaty  of 
Presburgh,  signed  on  the  20th  of  the  same  month ;  which  dis* 
solved  the  new  confederacy,  and^  blasted  Mr.  Pitt's  last  hopes  oif^ 
the  continent  As  it  ha^  become  fatally  notorious,  that  Ireland 
has  been  brought  to  her  present  state  of  infelicity  aivl  depressioli 
by  the  system  of  Mr.  Pitt;  and  can  only  be  raised  out  of  it  by  > 
following  op  the  opposite  principles  and  liberal  policy  of  Mr* 
Fox,  the  contrast  of  the  opinions  of  those  rival  statesmen  upoa 
matters  of  great  state  policy  mast  be  iustnuctive  and  gratifying 
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Austria  dismembered,  Russia  debiUtated,  Prussia  ^  ^^* 
nieutralized,  if  not  treacherously  gone  over  to  the 

to  every  well  wisher  to  Ireland.     When^  in  the  preceding  Jane, 
Mr.  Pitt. proposed  a  general  vote  for  foreign  subsidies,  Mr.  FoX, 
with  that  iDUiitive  knowledge,  with  which  he  was  pre-eminently 
gifted,  warned  Aoatria  against  the  risk,  and  his  own  country 
against  the  disastrous  consvequences  of  being  vanquished.     His. 
prophetic  words  are  too  awful,  and  stamp  too  deep  ftn  impassion 
upon  the  value  of  that  great  and  upright  man's  opinions,  to 
withhold  them  from  the  reader.     **  No  man  can  tell  what  will 
"  be  .the  issue  of  the  war.    But  when  we  look  to  the  past,  I 
'.'  woqld  ask,   with  what  rational  hope,  with  what  rational 
*'  ground  of  success  can  such  a  war  as  the  last  be  entered  upon  } ' 
**  Is  it  intended,  that  at  jihe  present  season  of  the  year,  when 
*'  Austria  is  unprepared,  any  operations  should  be  undertaken, 
"  or  only*  thai  every  thing  shall  he  prepared  to  carry  on  that 
**  war  in  the  next  campaign.    If  Austria  move,  and  the  conse- 
*'  qoence  sh<Hild  be  (what  is  not  improbable)  a  serious  disaster, 
*'  what  would  become  of  our  hopes  iif  continental  connections  ? 
^  What  of  the  liberties  ai  Europe  ?  What  of  the  prospect  of 
«'  setting  limits  to  the  power  of  France  ?  A  power  justly  eonsi- 
**  der^  already  too  fonnidable.  Under  such  circumstances,  and 
with  this  knowledge,  it  becomes  wise  men,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
consider  well,  before  they  grant  any  money,  whether  the 
chances  be  not  a  hundred  to  one  against  any  success*    Thf 
''  manner,  in.  which  the  matter  is  proposed,  weighs  much  with 
"  me.    Had  we  remained  at  peace  (as  I  devoutly  wish  we  had) 
*'  and  that  Austria,  Russia  or  Prussia  bad  applied  to  us  for  as- 
*'  sis^ce  in  thdr  quarrel^  no  man  would  be  more  ready  than 
''  myself  to  agree  to  the  grant    But  when  we  have  dashed 
"  akigly  into,  the  war  (and  as  was  argued  last  night)  i^r  the  pur« 
'*  pose  of  TQwea^  the  pwfen  qf  JEu»cpe  by  our  example  (which 
*'  we  can  only  exhibit  in  cases  of  invasioo),  that  puts  the  ques* 
*'  tion  on  a  difierent  CDOting.     I  dislike  the  phrase,  to  reu^  JSk- 
y  rope ;  because  the  attempt  to  do  so  has  just  the  effect  of  pro-^ 
««  dttcing  a  disinclination  to  co-operate  with  us.    Every  one 
^  knows,  that  the  character*  of  the  British  government  in  £u- 
««  roi^'is^  that  it  is  aeiuated  bf  ielfish  »Mtwe$  in  instigating  the 
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W06.  ^  enemy.     Hanovef  loat  to  the  King  of  England, 
and  the  JBriti^i  troops  too  late  in  the  field  to  cause 


N^ 


*^  powern  qf  the  contment  to  war  fcr.BriHA  nUcmts,  I  fao|ie  iMs 
*«  i»  a  false  opioiun  :  bol  if  the  aUenrpt  to  insiigate  the  powers 
*'  on  the  coaiineat  to  ft  renewal  of  hostilities,  while  they  wish 
to  remaio  at  peace  (whether  finr  the  pwpoie  ef  vegaioing 
Btren^^  recroiling  their  finances,  or  for  whatefer  reasoa)  it 
will  alienate  the  afiecttons  of  Europe  more  and  mere  fros)t  a& 
**  If  Austria  embark  atone  with  ns  in  the  war,  she  caanot  use 
^  het  exertiofis  with  advantage  to  heiaelf  or  to  us  t  the  mteresia 
**  of  both  win  be  identified,  cannot  be  separated,  and  coose^ 
«'  ^uentltf*  neither  can  enjoy  the  full  benefit  of  her  eosertibn. 
**  This  is  a  ground  with  me  ier  thinking  the  result  canoMit  be  fa> 
"  Yourahle.  Anstria  will-  bedriren  to^he  alternative  efconefud- 
'*  ing  a  tneaty,  under  the  sanne  circumstanoes  as  those  of  Lseben 
**  and  LuneriUe,  and  to  submit  to  such  terma  aa  France  ^all 
dictate.  For  it  is  contrary  to  all  experience  and  hialory 
to  suppose,  as  has  been  argued,  ^at  being  engaged  to  Russia 
and  England,  she  should  he  honnd  to  hold  out  /o  tk€  lasf. 
No  Goaatry  can  by  any  noeaty  be  hound  to  its  destruction, 
"  and  to  He  down  under  its  ruin.  But  put  it,  that  Aostrta  shouFd 
hold  ont  to  the  last ;  aiigte  not thi^  coikiuct  endanger  te  total 
extinction  of  that  power  in  Emope  ?  ' 
In  reply  to  these  warnings  Mr,  Pitt  urged  the  coranon  place 
Ipi^gumeiit,  that  all  ittar  is  all<eiid€R)  with  risk  and'feilure:  and 
tauntingly  ask«d>  if  all  the  powers  af  the  continent,  for  fear  of 
making  theroseWes  worse,  were  to  sabmit'lo  the  continual  ag- 
gressions of  France? 

Mr.  Fox  i^ntn  rase  and  s^,  *'  it  is  not  a  asere  general  pos^ 
-  sibility  flf  feiium,  that  is  to  be  iq>pafaeiMied  from  roosing 
^  Austria  RKt»  a  new  contosti  butihe  great  probability,  lifom 
the  peculiar  chvumsiances  of  the  ease,  that  Austria  ta  one- 
f|ual  to  a  new  eifot  f  and  that  a  premature  efiort,  so  likely  16 
£ul;  may  at  once  pot  an  end  to  the  hopes  of  limiting  the  as* 
oendaocy  of  France  at  any  Attore  period.  I  islated  last 
night,  that  the  chanoe  of  loss,  in  this  case,  appeared  to  me 
to  be  considerably  more,  than  the  chance  of  any  advaatage: 
This  applied  also  to  those  powers,  which  we  wish  to  instigate 
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any  impofta&t  division  against  the  enemy,  of-  ^5 
reap  any  solid  advantage  to  the  c^irotiy,  were 
facts  too  glaring  to  be_  discredited  by  assertion, 
or  glossed  ovet  by  the  magic  of  delusive  and  lof- 
ty declamation.  The^  minute  and  literal  verifica- 
tion of  Mr.Tox's  recent  prediction  of  the  couse- 
quenees  of  forcing  Austria  to  her  ruin,  threw  iiim 
into  a  sullen  despair,  from  which  he  never  rallied,- 
Of  the  two  prominent  supports  to  his  tarnished 
administration,  Lord  Melvrlle  was  then  pleading 
to  his  impeachment,  in  the  House  of  Lord$,  and 
and  Lord  Castlereagh  had  returned  from  his  own 
country,  steeped  in  disgrace  and  contumely,  for* 
the  infamous  and  foul  part  he  had  played  under 
Mr.  Pitt  in  the  baleful  measure  of  Union.  Tlie 
nature  of  Mr.  Pitt's  complaint  baffled  all  the  art 
of  Physic,  and  he  was  conveyed  by  easy  journeys 
to  his  house  on  Putney  heath  near  London:  and 
because  he  had  not  appeared  to  suffer  much  from 
the  fatigue  of  his  journey,  it  was  generally  report- 
ed, tliat  he  was  no  longer  in  danger.  Hopes  even 
were  thrown  out  by  his  most  interested  depend- 
nnts,  that  he  would  soon  resume  his  place  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  business  of  the  na- 
tion became,  however,  too  urgei)t  to  be  any  longer 

^  to  war.  A#  ^  ^  I  am  iDforine^  ^f  the  j^tate  of  £ui:ope,  it 
**  faelte^e^thft^  if  Ai^stria  ^could  b«  allured  by  any  subsidy  we 
'^  shoald  offer,  to  engage  in  a  new  taar  with  France^  she  woufd 
*•  expose  herself  to  exiretne  peril,  to  a  danger  far  beyond  anyehattC4 
**  <lf  adoa/uage" 

Wbdt  8|]11  liqiaeasured  erils.  vtrould  tiot.^ave  been  avert^d^froiu 
Ibe  British  ei|ipire,,had  th^  reins  of  ^vccament  beeii  thep  trus^^ 
to  the  consammate  wisdom  and  integrity  of  Mr.Fox/ 
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^JJ[^  deferred,  and  the  Parliament  met  on  the  2.0th  o# 

January,  1V5. 
partnmcBt  After  the  Clerk  had  read  his  Majesty's  commia- 
>giqr»  sinin  to  open  the  Parh'ament,  the  Chancellor  read 
the  King's  Speech  :  the  first  part  of  which  was  a 
congratulation  with  the  nation  for  the  brilliant 
successes  at  sea,  since  they  were  last  assembled  in 
Parliament,  lamenting,  that  the  triumph  off  Tra*' 
falgar  had  been  clouded  by  the  fall  of  the  heroic 
commander,  under  whom  it  was  atchieved.  His 
Majesty  was  persuaded,  that  they  \vould  feel,  that 
the  lameiited,  but  gloriou&  termination  of  a  series 
of  trafiscendent  exploits,  claimed  a  distinguished 
expression  of  the  lasting  gratitude  of  his  country. 
His  Majesty  deeply  lamented  the  events  of  the  war 
in  Germany,  and  had  directed '  the  different  trea- 
ties with  the  continental  powers  to  be  laid  before, 
his  Parliament ;  by  which  it  would  appear,  that 
nothing  had  been  left. undone,  to  secure  the  domi- 
nions of  his  Majesty  and  the  general  safety  of  the 
continent  It  was  a  great  consolation  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, that  although  the  Emperor  of  Germany  had 
been  compelled  to  withdraw  from  the  contest,  yet 
he  continued  to  receive  from  his  august  ally,,  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  the  strongest  assurances  of 
unshaken  adherence  to  that  generous  and  enlight- 
ened policy,  by  wlrich  he  had  hitherto  been  ac** 
tuated,  and  they  would  be  fully  sensible  of  the 
in>portant  advantages  to  be  derived  from  perse* 
yering,  at  all  times  in  the  closest  and  most  inti- 
mate connection  with  that  Sovereign.  His  Ma- 
jesty relied  upon  the  ready  concurrence  of  his 
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faithful  Commons  in  granting  the  su|;i|)lies.    And  ,J^^ 
for  the  purpose  of  alleviating  the  additional  bur- 
dens, which  must  necessarily  be  imposed  upon  his 
people,  he  had  directed  the  sum  of  1,000,0001. 
part  of  thd  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  such 
prizes  niadpon  the  powers,  with  which  he  was  at 
war  (^Droits  of  Admiralty),  as  were  by  law  vested 
in  the  Grown,  to  be  applied  to  the  publjp  service 
of  the  year.     The  Speech  ended  with  a  general  re* 
commendation  of  all  possible  vigilance  and  exer- 
tion to  meet  the  enemy, '  whose  predominant  power 
.  and  influence  had  been  so  unhappily  extended  by 
the  events  of  the  war  on  the  continent ;  and  a  ge- 
neral confidence  in  the  bravery  and  discipline  of 
his  forces^  .and  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  every  class 
of  his  subjects.     Ireland  was  not  even  obliquely 
hinted  at. 

Upon  the  motion  for  the  address  to  the  Crown  |1«kJ,V^ 
in  each  House,  an  amendment  was  proposed;  iUp^JJ)^"* 
the  Lords  by  Earl  Cowper,  and  in  the  Commons 
by  Lord  Henry  Petty  (now  Marquis  of  Lands- 
down),  to  express  the  deep  concern  felt  by  them 
at  the  series  of  disasters,  which  had  attended  the 
arms  of  his  Majesty's  allies  on  the  continent,  and 
their  determination  to  proceed  without  delay  to 
enquire  into  the  cause  of  those  disasters,  as  far  as 
they  might  be  connected  with  the  conduct  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,     f^at   they   were  perfectly 
sensible,  that  the  alarming  and  unexsmpled  state 
of  public  affairs  rendered  the  most  vigorous  exer- 
tions necessary  for  the  preserjiation  of  the  Empire, 
and   they  felt  it  their  peculiar  duty,^  when  they 
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1S06.     ca(kd  for  lihcfse  cxtraordinaiy  efforts,  to  provide, 
that  the  resjpurccs  they  furnished,  and  the  po weirs 
they  conferred,  might  not  in  future  be  so  em- 
ployed, as  to  cncrease  the  perils,  they  were  in- 
tet^ed  to  avert,  and  to  aggrandize  thatt  power,  to 
which  it  was  Che  common  interest  of  an  Europe,  as 
well  as  of  Great  Britain  to  set  proper  limits.     L^rd 
GreriViUp  in  the  Lords,  and  Mr.  Fox  in  the  House 
of  Commons  consented  not  to  go  into  debate 
upon  tlie  amendment  in  the  absence  of  Mr,  Pitt.; 
tliey  laid  in  their  claim  however  to  an  early  day  for 
the  purpose,  hoping,  that  the  improvement  in  the 
niinistei's  health  would  not  long  be  an  dbjeetion, 
:to  what  the  exigency  bf  circumstances  imperatively 
demanded*  •  Lord  Mulgrave  assured  Lord  Gren- 
ville,  tluit  no  enquiry  could  be  set  on  foot,  which 
his  Majesty's  ministers  were  not  perfectly  ready  to 
meet.     And  Lord  CasUereagh  with  all  the  assur- 
ance of  a  wise  and  irreproachable  minister,  set 
Mr;  Fox*  and  his  friends  at  defiance :  confident, 
tlmt  no  clmrge  of  delinquency  qoiild  be  brought 
against  any  of  his  Majesty's  servants,  which  he 
was  not  able  and  ready  to  disprove.     He  wished 
•therefore  for  no  delay,  however  ardently  he  looked 
to  the  speedy  recovery  of  the  person  niost  con- 
nected  with  the  subject. 
xvathof    .    Mr.  Pitt  died  at  four  o'clock  in  the' morning  of 
lhe:SSd  of  January  1806.     He  is  reported  to  have 
been  sensHUe  of,  and  resigned  to  his  approaching 
<lissoIutipn.     In  his  latter  moments  he  attempted 
(though  unable)  to  write  some  testamentary  paper, 
Jb\xt  obscrvi^,  that  he  had  nothing  to  dispose  of; 
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fearing,  that  be  owed  much  more^  thaa  he  po»*  ^J^ 
sessed  *.  His  hic^rapher,  Mr.  Giifard,  has  thought 
it  necessary  for  completiag  the  cliaraeter  of  his 
hero  to  cautioa  the  pi^bUe,  ^'  not  to  infer  t»  that 
**  Mr.  Pitt  was  either  an  unsteady  or  iadififsrent 
^'  member  of  the  established  churck  He  ^er<* 
tainly  was  from  education^  from  principle^  and 
conviction  firmly  attached  to  it."  And  **  when 
the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  went  to  bis  bed  s>ide^  and 
told  him,  lie  found  it  his  duty  to  inft>rm  him, 
'^  that  his  situation  had  been  found  precarious^ 
/'  and  requested  his  leave  to  read  prayers  to  him, 
^'  he  answered^  I  fear,  I  have  like  too  mai^  other 
men  neglected  prayer  too  much,  to  have  any 
ground  for  hope»  that  it  can  be  efficacious  on  n 
death  bed."  If  to  repent  of  injuries  done  tp 
others  be  a  Christian  duty,  Mr.  Pitt's  last  dying 
wards:];  furnish  ample  presumption,  that  he  did  n^t 
die  impenitent.  He  exclaim<td  repeatedly  with 
emphasis,  truth  and  reason.  Oh  my  country  J 

With  Mr.  Pitt  all  the  talent,  energy  and  credit 
of  his  administration  l|ad  vanished.    Yet  the  ln&* MnPittt 
tuated  system  dreaded  nothing  so  much,  a$  that^*^ 
his  Majesty  should  call  to  his  councils  men  of  ^n- 
lij^tenc^  policy  and  constitutional  principles^     In 
the  first  monients  of  dismay  at  the  loss  of  their 

^  Th«  naiioQ  afterwards  paid  bis  debts^  which  amounted  to 

40,CX)0l. 

f  GiiPard's  Life  of  Mr.  Pilt,  toI.  ti.  p.  553  and  806.- 

X  So  Mr.  Bose  declared  in  the  debate  on  Mr.  LasDelles  motion 

ontbeHltst  Jan.  1S06«  for  a  monument  and  inscription  in  West-    . 

minster  Abfasy>  in  commemoratkm  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
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Irader,  his  obsequious  satellites  were  pressed  to  re* 
tain  their  situations.  His  Majesty  was  advised, 
and  had  come  to  the  resolution^  of  only  filling  up 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
Lord  Hawkesbury  was  ap|>ointed  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  and  retained  his  situation  just  long 
enough  to  hurry  through  the  forms  cf  office  a 
grant  to  himself  of  the  Wardenship  of  tlie  Cinque 
Ports^  and  then  joined  the  rest  of  his  confreres 
in  declaring  their  incapacity  to  undertake  the  ad- 
ministration  of  the  government  under  such  awful 
embarrassments..  On  the  day  after  Mr.  Pitt's 
death,  the  Duke  of  York  had  a  private  audience 
^vith  his  Majesty,  which  lasted  four  hours.  On 
the  next  day  the  Chancellor,  Lords  Ellenborough, 
Camden,  Mulgrave  and  Uawkesbury  attended  a 
Cabinet  Coimcil  at  Buckingham  House  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  the  changes  occasioned  in  the  government 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt.  On  the  24th  of  Ja- 
nuary, Mr.  Lascellcs  gave  notice  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  on  the  succeeding  Monday  (27th 
of  January),  he  should  move,  that  some  signal 
mark  of  public  respect  should  be  shewn  to  the 
memory  of  that  gi*eat  man  Mr.  Pitt.  Oa  that 
day  he  accordingly  moved,  afrer  a  shoirt  but  high 
panegyric  on  the  deceased,  th^t  an  humble  ad- 
dress should  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,'  that  di- 
rections should  be  given,  that  the  remains  dT  Mr, 
Pitt  should  be  iuterM  at  th^  ^biic  expei^,  and 
that  a  ipQpi^ment  should  be  prected  in  Westminster 
Abbey  to  the  memory  of.  that  jgreat  and  ^eellent. 
Statesman,  with  an  inscription  fspre^uvt  of  tbs 
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sentiments  of  the  people  on  that  gres^tand  irrepa*  JJJlJ;^ 
Table  loss :   the  expences  •  of  which  the  House 
would  make  good.    The  motion  was  seconded  by 
the  Marquis  of  Tichfield,  and  upon  the  division^ 
carried  by  258  against  89. 

The  debate>  or  rather  coaversation.  which  took  D^t«^^ 
place,  on  Mr.  Lascelles  motion,  was  particularly  in-thmaktto 
teresting.  Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends,  who  opposed 
it,  objected  not  to  the  public  funeral,  and  the 
erection  of  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  any  ex* 
traordinary  man  of  talent  and  genius ;  but  by  in* 
judiciously  introducing  into  the  motion  the  words 
Excelknt  Statesman^  it  called  upon  them  to  ap*  ' 
prove  and  commend  that  system  of  measures  pur* 
suecl  by  Mn  Pitt,  which  for  the  last  20  years  and 
upwards  they  had  consta^ntly  opposed,  as  destriic* 
tive  of  the  welfare,  and  subversive  of  the  consti* 
tution  of  the  country.  Mr.  Fox,  who  seldom 
opened  his  mouth,  but  to  enlighten  and  inform, 
not  only  spoke  handsomely  of  his  rival,  but  mixed 
in  his  speech  some  matter  of  peculiar  historical  im* 
portance.     The  nation,    he  sakl,  was  much  in*  ^ 

debted  to  MkxA  for  the  measiue  of  the  sinking 
fund  find  no  minister  was  ever  more. disinterested, 
adtfar  as  related  to  |i»cuniary  matters.    His  inte* 

*  gtUy'and  moderation  in*tbat  respect  were  conspi* 
^iiiQtts :  he  w^  above  20  yttars  in  ^ce,  with  the 
full  cOtnmand  of  jplaces  and  public  moin^,  without 

.  miiKt  ^'^^^  either  to  enrich  himself  or  his  (amily. 
la  IIms  course  of  that. long  admin»tratiotf,  *all  dnft    * 
Itt  101^  for  himself,  wis  the  Wardewhip  of  tht 
6Sif9iv  Piirtf*    His  disipterestness  in  that  shone  ' 
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1^^.    ^tl,  ffje  fljofe  Kislre;  wh6n  the  mode,  in  whiclr 

ftratvatuable  place  haBcJl)eeii  recently  procwed  (by  ' 

Lord  Hawkesbtiry)  was  cohsidiercd.    He  would 

eagerly  have  concurred  in  any  thiwg,  that  coxM  ' 

have  eased  or  rewarded  either  himself  6r  his  rda- 

tfves'  for  that  honorable  disititerestedness,  which 

may  fcave  brought  on  embarrassments,  oi  preventedf 

felr  advantages,  feut  his  duty  and  conscience  pain^ 

fully  prevented  him  from  voting  aAy  thing,  which 

went  to  confer  honors  oh  Mr.  Frtt,  as  an  ExceUent 

Statesman,     "  I,  said  Mr.  Fo^t,  was  aSways  one 

*^  of  thoie,  who  constantly  said,  that  the  system, 

"  to  whith  Mr.  Pitt  lent  his  aid,,  ws»  an  uufoTtu- 

*'  nate  afnd  dangerblis  system,  and  the  great  cause 

f*  of  all  th*  lirisibftunes  and  calamities,  that  as- 

^*  sailed  tfs  iti  the  course  of  his  adminbtration.    It 

^^  was  owing  to  hrm  indeed,  that  the  System  main- 

^*  taihed  its  ground  so  fong.    His  great  eloquence, 

^*  his  splendid  talents  cast  a  veiroterit^  andconi- 

♦*  cealed  those  fhings,  Which  otherwise  Would  have 

^'  been  exposed  in  all  their  odious  deformity,     I 

*'  calh'riot  consent* to  confet  pbblic  honors  an  the 

."  ground  of  his  being  an  Etcellint  Stat^Snrian  on 

the  man,  who  in  my  opinion.  Was  the  sole,  -tar* 

tainly  the  chief  stipportef'bf  a  system,  whielF*! 

'*  had  earty  been  taught  to  believe  a  very  bad  one  j." 

'•  and  the  re»#t  has^ftnally  and  fataMy  praviwl  fl 

V*  sbtobfc*  . 

Mr.  Fox         ^^'  ^^^  ^^^  incapable  of  deceit  either  in  full- .  ' 

SSS^if   Keofptivate.    To  his  credit,  he  possessed  nc*t|i* 

^ith  Lord   a  jt  of  dissembling  his  prinfciples.    With  induttfiahA 

'  '^^' ' '  malice  has  it  htfctk  circulated  by  the  ifial  tntmim  of 
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Mf.  Pox  and^tW insidtoiis friemls  of  Lord  Gren-  v"?fly 
viUe,  that  the  coalitio&  betf«^n  them  was  hollow 
and  iimdiem.  Mr.  Fas  did  xtol  eves  affect  to 
Ibave  changed  a  single  principle  of  his  pofiticai 
creed  or  ptac^ce:  and  that  lie  believed  Lord^Gren-* 
Title,  and  of  c€>urse  the  iVhoie  party  of  the  Gren<« 
voiles  sincere  m  coming  over  to  hia\  is  manifest 
ftom  hjs  candid  and  explicit  avowiri  on  this  oc<^a- 
sion.  In  refeiring  to  Lord^  Temple's  supporting 
the  motioi^i  b^  added  ;  '^  Such  no  d^ubt  are  the 
^*  seMin^ints  einrt^rtained  by  those,  •  with  whom  he 
'*  i^ moist  ekmcty  cbtinected  (his  father^  tlie  Mar^ 
**  iim&  of  Bookingham/  and  llis  uHcb  Lord  Gren- 
*^  ville).  I  inust.notKr  tiieii  vote  in  opposition  ta 
^*  those,  whoi^  friendship  coni^titutes  th^iit|e(i]^hl: 
^*  and  happmess  of  my  private  life,  and  ftoix^ 
*^  v^lS&m^  siiictaiEsiirs  bate  takqn-such  a  tmn,  it 
**  is  probaMe  /  4haU  nefoer  be  ^separated  during 
^^  ih£  rentfiind^  pfj^tny  political  life.'*^ 

On  the  very  day  of  ttiat  debate  in  the  Com- ^^^ 
ifions,  bycommaiK)  of  the  Kiftg^  Lo#d  OrenvJlten*^«^- 
attended  at  Buckingham  H<nise^'  ti^here  bis  Ma'^mentK^ 
jesty  infwlbcd  him,  that  lie  bad  sent  for-  him  to 
coMult  about  tlie  formation  of  a  new  adnHnislra->> 
tioii.     Lord  Granville  apprized  the  King,  that  he    ' 
proposed  advising  Wfth  M<'-  Fax ;  to  which  his 
Majesty  replied^  /  tkottght  s^  and  meant  it  sd. 
The  ilYtervieW  cfid  nbi  last  abdve  half  an  hour. 
Iiiunediat^  upon  Qiiittttig  tlie  Rbyal  presenc^^, 
Lord  Grenville  repaired   to   Carkoa  House^  and 
had  a  conference  with  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Mr» 
Fox;   His  Epyal  Highness  interested  himielf  much 
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^51^  in  the  formation  of  the  new  admini&tration ;  tiot 
doubting,  but  that  srconeeBtr^tion.  of  tlie  talent^ 
virtue  and  c xperk^nce  of  the  nation  would  afforcl 
satisfaction  to  the  Monarch,  gratification  to  his 
people,  and  security  to  the  constitution.  Mudt 
industry  was  used  to  indispose  the  Monarch  against 
admittiing  Mr.  Fo9c  into  the  new  arrangen)ento» 
The  secret  supporters  of  the  system  were  impla- 
cably sedulous  in  poisoning  th^  Royal  mind  .against 
that  enlightened  and  virtuous  patriot.  They  dread- 
ed  his  openness  and  firmness.  With  extreme  re- 
luctance was  the  King  even  now  induced  (o  wave 
his  exclusion.  On  the  31st  of  January  were  the 
arrangements  formed;  and  on  the  next  day,  Lord 
0/envilIe^,had  an. audience  of  his  Majesty  at  the 
Queen*s  House,  when  he  pg||entecl  to  the  King 
the  names  of  the  perwns  selected  on  account  of 
their  talents  and  consideration,  as  proper  at  that 
alarming  juncture  to  compose  a  firm  and  wise  ad« 
ministration.  His  Majesty  required  48  hours  for 
,  consideration.  Tlie  secret  managers  of  the  system 
were  unusually  active  in  qualifying  and  adapting 
the  arrangements  to  their  present  designs  and  ul- 
terior views. 
y*^/"*     On  the  1st  of  February,  serious  difficulties  were 

tlie  arrange*      ^  ^ 

raised  about  some  important  regulations  in  the 

,  army* .  Wlien  Lord  Grenvilie  was  at  Buckingham 

House,  he  read  to  bis  Majesty  a  paper  containing 

certain  intended  changes    In  the  army*.     Thct 

^  The  chief  of  which  wss;  the  attaching  a  military  coancil  to 
«lis  office  of  Uie  commander  in  chief.  A  most  salntary  measure, 
^Qgh  iioiYwrjr  graHfyii^  to  the  feelings  of  the  Duke  of  Yotir. 
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King  was  displeased :  and  insisted,  that  the  army,  j^- 
ha<l  always  been  kept  distinct  from  the  other 
branches  of  the  administration,  since  the  time  of 
his  uncle  the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  It  was  under 
the  imhiediate  controul  of  the  Crown,  through 
tlie  commander  in  chief,  exclusive  of  any  minisUI- 
rial  interference,  except  as  to  the  levying,  cloth- 
ing, and  paying  the  troops.  IJppi^Xord  Gren- 
ville>  respectfullysubmitiibg  to  his  Alajestyy  that 
this  doctrine  did  not  appear  to  him  altogetlier  con* 
stitutional,  the  conference  brdke  off,  rather  ab« 
ruptly,  and  reports  quicj^ly  circulatecl^  that  the  ne- 
gociation  \Y<^^,ac  an  end.  This  gave  rise  to  -fresh 
negociatiouwand  nuinoBuvring  with  tlie  supporters 
of  the  system.  From  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  Lord  Chan* 

cellor  EWpn,  ]ind  Lord  H^wkp^bJ^il^S^  frf?flW?^> 
and  veryN  lopg  conferences  wi til  his  Majesty.  Upon 
their  results  depemleil  the  progress  of  die 
new  arrangements.  They  had  been  intimidated 
into  resignat^O  .  by  the  alarmlnjg  danger,  iTito 
which  ^leir  leader  had  brought  the  Empire.  They 
trembled  at  the  voice  of  the  natiea  catling  for  an 
efficient  administration.  No  radical  change  was 
to  be  expected,  without  the  introduction  of  Mr. 
Vox  into  bis  Majeity's  Councils,  and  nothing  was 
so  much  dreaded  by  the  system,  as  the  approach 
of  that  virtuous  and  enlighteoed  Statesman  to  his 
Sovereign,  in  the  misrepresentatioii^  and  black* 
ening  of  his  principles  and  conduct  lay  the  strength 
of  the  system  of  the  secret  Cabinet  It  had  never 
liUained  ;such  predominancy^  as  under  the  es^teriud 
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^^  ttianagcmehl  of  Mr.  Pitt  He  had  uocondition* 
aHy  lent  bim$elf  ibr  tbe  secosd  time  to  rt|e  system, 
mid  bj  his  {yowers^  tatents  and  craft  continued,  as 
he  bad  for  many  years  to  conceal  fiom*  the  public 
the  woikings  of  the  internal  Cabinet*^    An  ardu-* 

^  It  i^  clear^  as  day -light,  that  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  pre- 
^nt  reigd,  there  has  existed  in  the  management  of  the  British 
govermneflf,  a^pctMU  behind  the  throne  greater  than  the  throne 
its^tf,  fthleh  has  been  iNlrked'l^  itf vteiblA^.  idr  laUii^r  trresponsU 
ble  agents,  to  the  disgrace  and  detvinient  of  the  constilutioti.  Of 
thi»  system  Mr.  Pitt  was  the  chief  supporter,  though  his  father 
had  been  the  first  to.denoonce  il.  The  recent  di^sclosure  of  im- 
pOrtaot  ficts,ha^fa'rnislied  mofe  {han  historican  informatioB«  how 
mia^ Lord  EMon  has  forwarded  that  secret  syst^tttf  'Hating  his 
Sovertfgift'i  coMeieace  official^  to  hand»  heiSver  badbisowo 
,iip4n  kia  tbngM.  His  genios  wa»  in  perf4^t  ni^i^^  ^with  the  sfh- 
rh  of  the  system ;  bosy,  resolute  and  ferociotis  behind  the 
scenes  :  vacillating,  nervous  and  ipdectsive  npon  the  stage.  It 
ft'an  aWfcit  ^ett/ni^A^lb*  Itt^^Brttii^'^mtiic^,  th^in  the  year 
IBM,  as  k  has  lately  appeared  by  the  evide'iMijQ<4f4he' physici- 
ans^ taken  on  oalb  before  the  CoouBittee  of  the  Jldrdf  '%^  Dtc&fa^^ 
her  18]0,  from  the  12th  of  February  to  the  23d  of  April  180^» 
the  KiQff  was  not  in  a  state  to  perform  any  Royal  tunciion  what- 
ever  :  and  that  from  that  time  be  v^as  so  far  rroni  having  been 
cofnpletely  recovered  froiA  his  disorder^  that  he  remained  under 
tike  ds^ly  fmtuaiBi  attendance -of  Dr.  ^ymmifiil  tad!  of  his  asr 
sistants  till  the  JOtbof  June  in  that  year*  Yet,  said  Loid  Grey, 
in  debating  the  Regency  Bill,  iq  tbe  tloose  of  Lords  on  the  29tb 
of  January  181 1.  "  On  the  7th  of  May  1804',  at  the  time  his 
*•  Majesty  wa«  thus  under  controul^  the  ^onion  of  the  two  grca* 
•'  political  rivals  (Mr.  Veix  and'  BJfr.  J^ttJ  had  been  tn  con- 
<«  templirtson,  but'hiui  been  praveiited«''  A  abort  statement  of 
th^t  transaction  wiU  skew  the  part  Lord  Eldoo  performed  in  it. 
The- other  atchievements  of  that  conscientious  holder  of  his  Ma- 
jesty^s  conscience!  during  the  period  of  the  Royal  incapacity  to 
exercise  the  functions  of  the  executive  are  historically  authentic 
eated  by  the  Protest  of  9  Peersi  which  rests  0ot  npon  opinioM» 
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ous  and  desperate .  task,  which  none  of  his  jour-    i*^  - 
neymen  were  equal  to.     They  reluctantly  there- 

bta  facts.  ^Atid  as  a  fouclnr  for  ihosa  ftwrts.  ii  is  Iveosunto  m^ 
joMd. 

On  the  7lfa  d(  May  IB04/wben  the  Mat^qvis  af  StafiM  rota 
in  Ae  Haasa  af  Lords  to  anake  iiis  moiiaa  according  to^  wotkof 
upon  Ike  slate  of  tbe  defence  tyf  the  eooA^  the  Chancellor  had 
some  private  caaverBation  with  him,  aflPtfaen  addressing  -the  *• 

Hoase^  be  assared  theni^  that  in  addition  to  his  >fanaer  reasons 

m 

for  wishing  the  motion  to  be  farther  postponed,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to^da^lare,  feam  what  came  within  his  own  immediate  hnow- 
Migb,  diat  circttnslaoces  had  oowoccwnad,  which  readered  the 
af^tation  of  the  question  still  move  objectioaable  than  at  any  for- 
mer periods  It  was  therefore  put  off  for  some  few  da}^  wiUi  tjie 
consent  of  Lord  d9tafibrd.  On  the  same  day  m  the  Goanmoas, 
when  Mr.  >Fbx  had  proposed  to  defer  his  motten  on  thO'Saaie  sub*- 
jcct  to  a  short  day^  Mr.  Rose  inforand  them,  that  a  Right  Uon^ 
Member  of  that  House  fMr.  .Pitt)  .had  received  his  Majesty ^s 
commands  to  lay  before  him  a  plan  df  anew  adaiini»tration  for 
his  Majesty^  consideration.  Oil  thatrffiorntng  Mr.  Pitt  was  ac* 
eempaaied  to /Buckingham  Ifeaae  by  tha  Chancellor.  Mr.  KKt 
was  chiseled  with  the  Ring  Ibr  three,  hours :  the  ChanceUor.Mt 
it  sooner.  Mr.  Pitt  on  that  occMion  consented  So  accept  of  his 
foitner  situation :  and  he  enderSooktosubmitonihaiiaifrdbym 
plan  of  Q  new  administration.    Jt  was  industnoatly  gtv)Mi  oat  i 

and  uoi-vemaJly  .beUevedf  that  bb  Majesty  h^d  been  adirased  j 

specially  to  exclude.  Mr^lFoaufteai'  the  lisl.   At  to  all  «then  Mr.  j 

Pitt  had  a*  corle.Miac^. 


J^ROTEST 

lAOAlBIST.TKe  aBJfiCTIQN;;OP   JAViKl»6\.M<ynP»    FOR    OJl^lTTtN^ 
,  TH^^NAME-OF  «' MBJlMjOlVa  rlLBeV'  M  ONB  .OF  |it|L  BSAlBSTV's 
^QCilCIL. 


oissfinrnNTy 


rx« 


Fi'rst/IBecaQseit  isof  the  highest  importaiicey  that  in  the  ap. 
pointment  of  her  Majesty's  Council  the  public  should  have  erery 
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iwis.     fore  yielded  to  the  imperious  necessity  of  declining 
the  attempt  fi-om  cpnscionsness  of  dieir  absolute 

ifecurity,  which  previous  conduct  can  aflbrd,  that  the  persons 
composing  the  same  tirill  not  act  under  any  undue  bias,  but  that^ 
whilst  they  follow  the  course,  prescribed  to  them  by  their  duty, 
for  restoring  his  Majesty  to  the  public  exercise  of  the  royal  func- 
tioDS»  whenever  he  shall  be  in  a  capacity  ifo  resume  them;  they 
wiH  neither  expose  U^Majesty  to  the  danger  oF  a  too  early  prea- 
sure  of  business,  noMnncur  in  representing  his  Majesty  as  qua- 
lified to  act  in  his  high  office,  before  his  recovery  shall  he  com- 
plete. 

Secondly**  Because  it  appears  by  the  evidenca  ^  Dr.  Ueber* 
den,  taken  on  oath  before  a  Committee  of  this  House,  "  that  he 
was  first  called  upon  to  attend  hb  Majesty  on  the  12th  of  Febru- 
,       aiy,  1804 ;  that  he  believed  bis  Majesty  presided  at  Council,  oa 
the  2Sd  of  April  following ;  and  that  he  should  consider  the  in* 
t^val  between  those  periods  as  constitoling  the  duration  of  his 
Majesty's  disease  at  that  time.''    Yet,  nevertheless,  it  appears  . 
IVom  the  journals  of  tbi^  House,  that  between  the  two  days 
above-mentioned,    John  Lord  Eldon,  being  then  Lord  High 
Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  did,  on  the  5th  of  March.  1804* 
receive,  and  in  his  Mfc|esty's  name,  signify  his  Majesty^  con- 
sent to  a  bill,  entituled,  ^  An  act  to  enable  his  Msjesty  ti»  grant 
the  inheritance  in  fee-simple  of  certain  manors,  messuages,  laifda, 
and  herediuments,  in  the  parishes  of  Byfleet,  Weybridge,  Wal- 
Itfi,  Wallinleigh,  and  Chertsey,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  to  hia 
Royal  Hi^huess  Frederick  Dnke  of  York  and  Albany,  for  a  va» 
Suable  coQuderation ;  and  that  he  did  also  put  the  Great  Seel  t» 
a  commHision,  dated  9th  March,  by  virtue  of  which  fil^een  bills 
received  the  Royal  Assent;  as  well  as  to  a  commission,  dated 
March  2Sd,   under  which  seventeen  other  bills  received  the 
Royal  Assent;  ehhough  his  Majesty  was,  at  that  time,  as  iip- 
pearsby  th#  evidence  above  recited,  afflicted  by  a  malady  o^ 
the  same  nature  and  character  with  tha|»  Yikkix  has  now  occa- 
sioned a  suspension  of  the  Regal  functions. 

Thirdly,  Becauw  it  further  appears  fronr  the  same  evidenf:e 
**  thai  aiier  tb<^  period^  when  his  Majesty  was  so  far  recovered 
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inability  to  effect  it.     Still  clinging  however  to  J^ 
their  deleterious  principles,  although  a  change  of 
system  were  for  the  moment  to  be  adopted,  they 
exerted  their  wicked  powers  to  prevent  thfj  con- 
cert, efficacy  and  duration  of  the  new  arrange- 
as  to  be  able  to  transact  busiaess  at  any  p«riod  of  any  day,  he 
«tift  retained  such  marks  of  mdisposition  aboiit  him,  a«  made  it 
expedient  that  some  one  of  his  physicians  should  be  about  his 
person  for  some  mouths  afterwards  ;  and  that  Dr.  Hf  bcrden  was 
in  attendance  on  his  Majesty  so  late  as  the  end  of  October;*'  and 
it  was^suted  in  debate,  and  not  dented,  that,  during  this  latter 
period,  and  particularly  on  the  lOth  of  Jisne,  i804F,  when  U  was 
understood  and  believed,  both  by  this  House  and  the  public*, 
that  his  Majesty  was  perfectly  recovered,  his  Majesty  not  only  ^ 
continued  in  a  state,  which  required  medical  guidance,  but  that 
fc|oth  Dr*  Symmons  and  his  assistants  were  still  in  attendance  on, 
a«d  possessed  a  controul  over  his  Majesty ;  yet,  that  neverthe* 
latt^  wfaSe  his  Majesty  was  still  subject  to  such  personal  con-*- 
troul,  the  said  John  Lord  Eldon,  as  Lord  High  Chancellor  of 
Great  Britain,  did  receive  his  Majesty's  pleasure  on  divers  im- 
portant matters  of  his  Majesty's  Regal  Government,  and  did,  in 
virtue  of  his  said  office,  perform  various  public  acts  requiring 
the  sanction  iif  the  King's  authority. 

Fourthly,  Because  John  Lord  Eldon  having  so  conducted 
himself,  is  not  ,in  our  own  judtjment,  a  person,  to  whom  the  sa*- 
cred  trust  of  acting  as  one  of  her  Majesty's  Council  in  the  care 
•f  his  Majesty's  person,  and  in  the  discharge  of  the  other  most 
impoitaat  duties,  by -this  act  committed  to  the  said  Council,  caii 
with  propriety  or  safety  be  committed.  " 

GREY.  ROSSLYN, 

LAUDERDALE,  DERBY, 

VASSAL  HOLLAJSD,    ASHBURTON, 
ERSKIN,'':,  POiVSONBY, 

PONSONBY,  Imo, 
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1806.  niewts,  with  a  view  to  Hie  early  resumption  of  their 
own  situations. 
The  new  ar-  On  the  3d  of  February  his  Majesty  once  more  sent 
^S-'  for  Lord  Grenville,  and  read  to  him  a  writfen  pa-, 
per^.  expressing  his  royal  consent  to  the  proposafe; 
which  lie  had  taken  time  to  coilsider  upon  :  with 
a  ^eciat  exception,  that  no  change  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  army  should  be  effected  without  his 
^  'Majesty's  express  approbation.  The  inflexibility 
lof  Mr^  Fox>  principles  under  all  possible  changes 
was  napre- dreaded,  tlian  the  lately  (pa^haps)  pat- 
^ialiy  altered  policy  of  Lord  Grenville.  The  King's 
mtnd  had  been  long  poisbned  against  the  former, 
though  the  royal  feelings  had  recently  been  rendered 
$ore  at  $oine  changes,  and  the  newly  assumed^  firm 
■nessof  tlie  latter.  It  was  notorious,  that  a  racticai 
change  of  the  whole  system  coidd  emanate  only 
from  the  principles  of  Mr.  Fox.  The  abettors^ 
therefore,  of  the  old  systen?,  were  peculiarly 
i^^xious,  that  L^rd  Grenville  and  as  many  of  bis 
friends,  as  had  worked  under  Mr,  Pitt  should  be 
•  included  in  the  arrangements.  As,  however,  it 
had  been  admitted  on  all  hands,  th^t  the  awful 
cr^is,  in  which  tlxe  natiqn  tbenMood^  called  for  a 
concentration  of  all  the  power,  1;alent  and  expe- 
rience of  the  country,  it  was  artfully  contrived, 
that  Lord  Sidmguth  and  his  insignificant  party, 
well  known  for  their  obsequiousness  to  the  system, 
should  be  forced  upon  the  pew  ministry,  with  a 
secret  commission  to  observe,  report  and  occasionr 
al^y  balance  the  foreseen  conf^sts  between  the  Fox- 
ites  and  Grenvillites^     With  that  view  was  Lor4 
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EUenborough;  the  Chief  Justice  <#  the  King*s  J^ 
Bench,  without  any  responsible  office  of  ftate, 
thrown  in  as  a  makeweight  to  the  Aldington  par« 
tyin  the  cabinet  It  is  observable;  that  liot  a 
single  mdividual  of  Mr.  Pitt's  relicts  either,  offered 
himself  or  was  called  upon  to  take  a  jmrt  in  the 
broad'  bottomed  adtrthiistration  then  about  to  be 
formed*  of  the  superior^  talent  and  virtue  oif  the 
country,  to  meet  the  crisis. 


Lo^s  6f  the 


^  The  new  appotntments  were : 
Lord  Grenvillej  First  Lord  ojf  the  Treasury. 
Ld.  Henry  Petty,  Chao.  of  the  exchequer. 
L6M  Vistoont  AHhorpe      ~  V     *^'  "^^  "*" 

Bight.  Hon  WiUiam.Wickhain  ^  irewury. 

James  Codrtney,  Esq. 

Rt.  Hon.  C.  J.  Fox«'  Foreign  Affairs      -j 

Earl  Spencer,  ^    Home  Department  >  Secretaries  for 

Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Wyndham,  War  and  Colonies.  3 

Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Grey 

Sir  Philip  Steevens 

William  Markham        , 

Adm.  Sir  Charles  Morrice  Pole    \  tiStAA  of  the  Admiralty. 

Sir  Harry  Neale 

Lord  William  Russel 

Lord  Kensing^m 

Hon.  Thomas  Erskioe,  .Lord  Chancellor. 

Lord  Viscount  Sidmouth,  Lord  Privy  SeaL 

iLMrl  Fitzwilliam^  Lord  President  of  the  Council. 

Lord  EUenborough,  Seat  in  the  Cabinet.  - 

Lord  Minto  • 

Earl  Spencer 

lV(r.  Wyndham 

Lord  Grenville  \    Commissioners  for  the  managei^ 

Lord  Henry  Petty  {     mask  of  thie  affiiirs  of  In^ia. 

Lord  Viscount  Morpeth  • 

John  Hiley  Addington,  Esq. 

Rt.  Hoft.  John  Sullivan. 

•  VOL.  ir. 


]^  So:tb<M!oi%h  a  chUnge  hftd  not  been  niadd 
tliroughout  the  6evel*al  departments  of  tbe  gotrent** 
Rientsittcetbeyear  I784i.  But  all  th^sccondam^  in 
tiic  dif%r4nt.^^e»,  through  wh.osi,  in  fact,  most 
^  the^poblio  Winers  is  trati^ae^d,  were  permit* 
ted  to  tfitatii  thdr  s<«uati^os«.   They  having,  been 

tfiiioed  to.thc^r  aiituattoiM^  Jittk  aloeiation  ^ai  pcr^ 

■     '  •  .        "  ■ 

Earl  IVtoira,  Master  Generaljof  ttie  Ordnance^ 

Hod.  General  l^tzpatrick,  SecfelaV-y  at  Wa^ 

Sir  Arthur  Pigott,  Attorney  General. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  Solicitor  General. 

£ai4  of  Derby*  dhs^cellor  of  the  t)uchy  of  Lancaster. 

Horn  H  Tbl«*  C?t%nvate      I  j^.^^  Paymaster  of  ib^  Forcfs, 
John.  Baey-Addmgton,  Esq.     S  ^  ^ 

Messrs.  Calcraft  and  Giles,  Secretaries  to  the  Treasury.  - 

Lord  Buckinghamshire  1  j«,t  Postm^sWr  Qenewl 

Lord  Holland  J 

Lord  Robert  l^pencer,  SurV.  Gen.  6f  Crown  Lands  aEUd  Forfests. 

Lord  Charles  Spencer,  Master  of  (be  Miht. 

Earl  of  Albemarle,  Master  of  the  Stag  Hotiiids. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  Treasurer  of  th^  Navy. 

FOR  tR£UlND> 

Duke  of  Bedford,  Lord  Lieu  tenant  of  Ireland,  -r 

Right  Hon.  William  Elliott,  Clief  Secretarj^:. 

Right  Hon.  Geo.  Ponsonby,  Cliancellorotlrela^di 

Sir  Johft  Newport,  BarU  Clkwwjrfldr^of  the  laxohei^mtv. 

Lord  GrenviUe  .'i.  • 

Siir  John  l4ewpoi{l 

Right  Hon.  William  ElUiHt 

Maurice  Fitzgerald,  Esq.  ^  l^rds  of  the  Treasilf;^. 

Sir  Laurence  Parsons 

William  Burton,  Esq. 

Hoary  BaM^ll»Et(|^ 

George  Ca96iidlftll>  B0(f^  Searttar|  to  the  Commisftioiiers; 

W.  C.  Plunkett,  Esq.  Attorney  Gfneral.. 

Charles  Kendal  Bushe,  Esq.  Solic(tof  OeutraL 
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stdved  in  ihc  mwmcp^  j^pixft  or  su|?6t*nicc  Af  '^^^• 
tpiog  tbraugji  tb9,  ol^  routjj^e  pf  natipnul  busi^  '  ^ 
oe^.  Notiuf^i^  $bar(  iq/  dicQ  4iecess;ty  brought 
JM^-.  Jox  i«to  W  .M^e;^yI3  cpyopils.  He  lind  nojt 
x;)uu^€d  ii«bigiejM;inapi^<&cun  (be  CQiBjCQemc^noenjL 
r>f  j}i$.  pajitical  caww*.  JSvcary  pbj?ciio^^  xronse- 
^qi>w%, .  iJwit  Ji94  4i?eij  yut  jkitp  iiU  MAJ?$t>;> 
»o)^  against  <bjni  ^(soaie  Wiere  909^  a^U  yo,'- 
foiwdisd)  ^acl  t4ien  m  mugb  fo^rcc^  93  at  iny  |te»a4 
idMoiAg  l^s  lo^g  fj^i^priptio^  &om  tbie  tfavpiir  jm^ 
ix>Giifkt4tH3^  ^of  Jbis  So^v^e^.  H,e  cjeuxi^  iti^  oibcce- 
fo*e,  iriui^bwdy  ,upw  iis  owji  t^ijjia.  Djx  4xp 
jofKracwAn  ^  jijs  f^tr^o^Uo)  9bij)^  witb  mojic  ^pleja- 
4id imdri^V ^GLoo  Jtbi«^  J>Tp jQoan  lyas vCvier  mare 
warmly  attached  to  bis.€ri£nd$  tkm  Mr.  Fqx  :  .suUl 
lie  4»a4  ^ev^d,  «^  ibad  faitbtUUy  ;sJtuck  by  bini . 
ilbreujgb  iJbue  dwaiy  SitRigg^e  pf  £S  jeam  .c^ppsl- 
JjkW.  Vet  f o  kiteofseljr  -was  be  beat  .upon  pr^cur- 
iag'peMe^.bia-GOivitrjy  isrjVicb  jwras  the  neceasa*  . 
ftfeMeAo  Hrinrnal  ^Soun^  .that  Jbe  ^a^iificed  the 
I^Wce  ff  Fir^t  Ijard  Qf'itlie  Xceasury,  with  all  its 
^lon^ge^  X4  iiurit  of  FoKeigo  Seccetary,  whiph  .h^ 
^im^^^ad  wpM^,4ifibrd  hipa  au)xe  ^ouoedi^t^  ^^^c^* 

.Amongst  AUe-eaiilie^t  ,p(arliaii>entai^^  pxoce^Imgs  ^^  ^^^ 
iQH.  ikrtJ  cba:iig»»«f  t^p  ministry,  wbicb  iu  aiiy  ^waj^  objicti  ^ 
drelstfe4<te  Jf^ifti^;  ipnMt; -be^ noticed  JVir,  Q'lfara'fS  i^un  to 
i^iirficeil  -phjix^^fi,  ^  i4^id  ^  Castlereagb's  vx>te  f^r  wauis,^"** 
mwiAiMi«iiiA;)lpSAii|rs  rt»  ;^arcmi3  Comw^Hia,  who  JS^nJ^ 
^jiiied  idn  J  ndteu   .tie  qppojseii'  die  motioD,  because .  he 
could  not!iiritilftK)^wtHtency'vot^  Ibnend  hpnoiir^  fQ 
^aiman,  li4ii»^bad  b^PMshrt  jtba^t  the  y^ipxi  ^t^veeeji 

T   Sf 
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'  \^^^^  Great  Britain  And  Ireland;  witfi  regard  to  which 
he  trusted,  that  some  time  or  other  it  would  come 
under  the  consideration  of  that  House ;  and  if  it 
were  not,  as  he  hoped  it  would  be  utterly  rescind- 
ed  ;  it  would  at  all  evenfs  be  considerably  modi- 
fied, and,  if  possible,  ameliorated.''  Upon  this  in* 
teres  ting  subject  Mr.  Fox  declared,  that  lie  con- 
curred ^\jith  the  motion;  for  that  thte  words,  m 
>  which  it  was  expressed,  did  not,  in  imttatioh  of  a 
late  precedent,  assert,  that  the  object  of  it  was  an 
excellent  statesman.  Although,  however  he  sup*, 
ported  the  motion,  yet  he  agreed  with  Mr.  G'H^ra 
^  in  characterizing  the  Union  as  one  of  the  most  dis- 
graceful transactions^  in  which  the  government  of 
any  country  had  been  involved. 

> 

Bq>«ii  of       In  consonance  with  this  marked  reprobation  of 
that  fatal  measure  of  Union  by  the  most  -enlight- 
ened and  irreproachable  member  of  the  hew  ad* 
ministration,  several  of  the  corporations  of  Dub- 
lin formed  meetings  to  prepare  petitions  to  the  le-. 
gislature  for  the  repeal  of  the  U«ion.     Of  these 
.  the  company  of  stationers  ^  at  their  hall  in  CapeU 
street  gave  the  example,  by  appointing  a  respect- 
able comnlittee  of  nine  to  draw. up  a  i^etttion  to 
repeal  the  act.     At  a  future  ineeting,  however, 
,   ..    they  came  to  a  resolution,  that  not  toembiafrass 
.    ,  liis^  Mij'esty's  admlnistratioti  Wi^h'a  matter  of  so 
,  nnich  ifnportahce,  as  the  conSridiratioft  of  a  repeat 
;  ^bf  the  Union,  Uiey  then  declinttf  ffv^tffftig  a  peti- 
tion to'  Parliament  for  that  purpose.     VTithin  some 
few  daysj-  Mr.  Alexander'  called  upon  Mr.  Fox  for 
aii  explanation  of  what  lie  was  reported  to  have 
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Jately  said  conccr  niog  the .  Union .  Such  an  op  J-  ^  ^^* 
nton  publicly  delivered  by  a  person  in  \m  official 
svlualipn  had  given  rise^  to  many  conjectures,  and 
had  produced  considerable  agitation  ia  Ireland : 
and  it  was  highly,  import^t^t,  .that  tlie  public  mind 
should;  be  set: at  rest  upon  the  point  Mr.  Fox 
conceived  he  had  spoken  very  intelligibly:  but 
he  never  retlised  ^explanatlon*^  He  adhered. to 
every  syllable  he  had  uttered  relative  tp  the, 
UjQibn;  upon  the.  niotion  for  funeral  honours  to- 
Lord  Cornwallis.  I3^t  when  he  had  reprobated  a 
thing  dcine,  he  9aid  nothing  prospectively*  How- 
ever bad^he  n^e^isure  had  been,  an  attempt  to  re- 
pe^  i%:mth(mt  the  ifiost.  urgent  ^Uojitation  from 
the  parties  interested  should  not  be  madje,  .apd  hi- 
therto pane  such  hod  come  within  his  knowledge. 

Dt  Duigenan  moved  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  en-  popoiation 
fencing  the  residrace  pf  the  established  clergy,  try.  *^^**^* 
and  Mr<u  J*  Fitzgerald  for  ascertaining  the  popu« 
ladon  pf  the  country*     He  judiciously  observed 
tliat  to  be  a  giand  Meisideratum  in  political  econo- 
my, whether  considered  as  to  its  physical  force, 
its.  agricultural,  produce,  or  its  financial  relations. 
This.)ias  ever  been  a  sore  point  with  government. 
Whatever  the  cause  may  be,  the  effect  is  observa- 
ble to  every  <?ne^'  who  throws  an  impartial  eye 
over  the  population  of  Ireland,  with  a  reflexion  of 
vvh^t  it  aipiounts  to,  and  ^  comparative  reference 
to  it .  in  the  ^hort  space;  of  the  last  %^  years. 
During  this  time  the  most  moderate  statistical  ob- 
server3  admit  the  population  to  have  been  encreas- 
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^;^  erf  tiy  ^m  6ne  thirds  ^fld  tl»t  wiitgit^  ^n  ag- 
gregate Cf  afcOBt  7,000,000,- 
Lord  ftird.     ift  Dtiblltt  the  Teriw  Gratirf  3\m  ptncmed  an 
tbepawng  addi^^  tt)  Lowl  Hft^dl^icike,  e*pi«wing  their  re^t 
at  hi^  departure  f>ottt, the  cotttitipy.     Addrfasrei  did 
not  floiv  in  fi*bm  otbe^  poblie  todie* :  whk^h  wm  k 
disappoiotmettt  td  the  Ga^lle^  apwd  parti^^tiUrly  t<v 
Mr.  A.  Marsdeu,  the  projects,  adviser,  atid  ac* 
tlv€  ifiStrament  of  itt<y!i%  of  the  akcbievef^ientt  of 
thafe  hollon^  gdveftimeiU,    The  isitizett^  of  DubUn 
had  iwig  eoAiplaliied  6f  the?  nisuflferaWe  itbases  of 
tlie  €0mffli$sl6i>6i^  oi  the  p^tiiig  hoeid,  who  had 
pei^mitted  th^  streets  and  pafe«ge§  in  tlie  dty  to 
iHih  mto  &ucb  a  »tate  of  filth  »nd  deeay^  m  to  reti'^ 
dei»  the  iatercour^  of  the  hihabitantf  not  merely 
'^    a  dervi^e  of  labour,  but  of  abMl ate  danger.    The 
act  of  parfiatnfctit,  which  ^ve  tb  the  Lord  Lieu-^ 
tenant  authority  to  snspend  the  directoi't  and  eam«« 
misaidners  of  the  paving  ^ofporatidn^  received  the 
-     Iloyal  Assent  on  the  10th  of  tlu;  preeedtng  July. 
For  above  seveti  months  and  that  througliout  the 
Winter,  the  whole  body  cff  d«lii!queney  ^rai  con^ 
tinued  at  their  post  t  arid  the  puMic  received  no 
beneftt  from  the  act  of  the  legi^latnire.     When 
however  Lord  Hardwieke'6  ^ucceswr  had  been^ap-^, 
pointed^  at>d  he  wan  In  daily  exfieietatioii  of  qult- 
liftg  hift  government,  vi^.  on  Saturday  the  gid  of 
February  1806>  Mn  A.  Mawden  in  an  official  let- 
ter by  cominand  of  his  Excellency  feuf^pended  the 
whole  ofthe  old  cJireetorft  and  ootnmiwionerft*  fWt 
gentlemen  were  appointed  to  act  in  the  room  of 
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t}|e  coQunisBioneri^  ami  tbejr  enitered  u^n  tmisi- 
aess  at  th^  corporatiipn  liOMe  in  Dawson-street  on 
the  Monday  following.  Weakly  was  it  itnagined, 
that  this  procrastiHated  act  of  duty  and  justice 
would  leflect  a  ray  of  merit  on  the  expiring  admi- 
nistration ^  of  Lord  Uaix^wicke^  and  qaU  fo^^th  a 
mere  congratnhitory  .sf>irit  fronA  ikt  nation  for  the 
be^fits  of  bis  mild,  coneiliatofy  and  jus|  govern- 
~incnt.  The  eyes  pf  thf  pubUa  weire  now  turned 
wjith  confident  expfec4;ancy  towards  tb€  new  ap* 
pointmepts,  and  the  deeds  of  the  departing  go- 
vernor were  balanced  without  the  make  wdghls 
of  flattery,  fear,  or  hope. 

T^  Irish  liad  so  long  been  kept  out  of  posses- 
siot^  of  the  great  «afb  guards  of  constitutiiinal  li- 
berty, the  bulk  of  the^,  population  bad  so  repeat- 
edly •  been  baffled  in  their  ^Kpectations  of  being 
emancipated,  every  successive  minister  of  Mr,  Pitfs 
designs  upon  Ireland  had  so  detertt)inately  pro- 
nounced tlieir  perpetual  prosoription  from  equal 
laws  and  righU  with  their  Protestant  couotrymen, 
add  so  effectually  opposed  their  eftbrts.  to  be  ad- 
mitted ^  *  such  partici[>ation^  that  they  eagerly 
caught  the  first  dawn  of  hope,  that  a  change  of 
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♦iThe  new  appotat-1  The  suspended  Di- 

ments  were, 
Aldenriaa  Carle  ton, 
AUerman  Hutton» 
Aid.  Pje^mbertooj 
A  Ideraiaji  Dattey , 
Sh€riflf*p  Peer, 
li'()fier. 
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rectors  were, 
Loi^de  Blacjui'ere, 
Mr.T.Bur^r     ^ 
^.  *R.  Cane,       *' 
Mr.  J:C.  BeresRirfl 
Lord  Frankford, 
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Mr.  H.  Mitchell, 
Mr.  R.  Alex.  jun. 
Mr.  R.  Cane, 

fifi;.  W.  J.  Alex. 

Mr.j|.]VI.Ormsbjr, 
Mr.  S.  Oi-msby! 
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men  was  intended  to  bring  alxAit  a  total  obauge  of 
EQ'stem.     Before  the  new.  Viceroy  was  prepared  to 

_  set  out  for  his  government,  two  circumstances  oc- 
curred, which  inspired  the  Iriiih  with  an'enthuaias-r 
tic  confidence  in. the  new  ministers;     Thelrishare 

■  naturally  prodigal  of  credit,  wher?  th«y  anticipate 
confidence,    On  the.  7tli  of  March  the  act  for  ftua- 

.  pending  the  liabeat  corpus  had  heen  permitted:  to 
expire  without  any  attempt  by  governmeDt  to  con- 
tinue or  revive  it  Tliereupoa  tlie  several  goals  in 
Ireland  were  cleared  of  all  those  State  prisoners, 
who  could,  bear  the  ej*pences  of. habeas  corpus^ 
aud  who  had  been  confined  there  for  tvvo  or  three 
years  under  the  inquisitorial  [iowers,  of  that  de- 
spotic Mispcqsion:  Tl]e  restoration  to  society  of 
inany,  respectable  aud  popular  characters,  dignified 
by  unmerited  suifeiings,  spread  a  sympathetic  glow 
of  exultation  through   the  people,    which  broke 

.  out  ipto  an  eagerness  to  hail  the  ilew  governor,  as 
•their  (Jeliverer,  and  stifled  all  efforts  to  procure  va- 
ledictory addresses  to  the  departing  Viceroy,  who 
had  so  long  kept  them  in  bondage,  The  jiistania- 
jieous removal  of  Lord  Redesdale*-  froinJiisMtua- 

•  On  the  4th  of  March  1808,  Lord  Chaturt^Hor  Rcdesdale  sat ' 
ift  Courtfor  the  last  tiipe,. ant]  when  ilie  business  iif  lUe  day  was  ^ 
over,  he  addreised  the  gentlemen  of  the  Bar,  H-hicb  wm  nunie-  - 
rouisly  qtlended  4)o  the  occasion.  He  toM  them,  ihai  when  he 
caine  oyer  to  Ireland,  he  thvHgbt  he  should  piohuhly  have  npent 
the  remainder  of.  his  days  thefe.  .,''  I  proudly  hoped  to  wtta 
"  lived  amongti  you,  W)d,to  have  dii-d  amongst  jpu  :  bqt  that 
"  hat  not  been  pennitted,'* .  Hjs, Lordship  then  expressed  J|i3 
Bens^  of  the  obli^tioRs  haowu^  to.  and  at:  know  I  edged  hla 
^anksfor  the  canwictof  thegeatleweii  of  iheBar;  and  aUo  of  - 
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non,  even  before  hts  successor  had  arrived  iq  Ire-    ^^^ 

land,  infused  incalculable  satisfaction  throughout 

tbe  oflRcers  und  pmcticefs  of  the  (3ourt.    Hu  Lordship  was  much 

agitatftdy  and  shed  te^re  profasely  e  after  a  short  pause,  he  con** 

Unued.     *'  It  would  have  be^n  my  wish  to  have  continued  U>  sit, 

^'  until  the  gentlern^iQ,  who  has  been  Damed  to  succeed  oif* 

**  should  have  arrived.     {  bejieve  it  was  his  wish  also.     1  have 

f^  evety  reasoA  jto  think  so :  and  from  him  1  have  received  every 

^•'  degree  of  politeness  and  attention.     I  am  sorry,  that  ethei* 

'^  persons  should  have  thought  me  unworthy  to  be  trusted  with 

*'  tbe  Seal  during  that  interval.     What  can  occasion  this  (which 

''  f  ca^inpt  but  iCoosider  4s  9  personal  ^nsuit)  I  vn  unable  to 

'^  guess.     But  I  have  been  iiiformed,  th^t  a  perepnptory  order 

"  has  come  to  the  Lord  Lieutepaot,  not  to  suffer^  montent  to 

"  elapne  in.  preyenttng  the  Great  Seal  loifger  remaining  in  my 

f^  hands.     1  know  aot  whence  this  jealousy  of  me  has  ariseil,  ot. 

•*  how  my  continuing  tp  sit  ^  tlie  Court  of  Chancery  (lor  i 

''  could  make  no  other  use  of  the  Gi^at  Seal  but  under  the  war- 

''  rant  of  his  Excellency}  cpuld  interfere  with  any  views  of  his 

"  Maje8t}'s  ministers.     I  am  proudly  conscious  of  having  dis- 

''  charged  the  duties  of  my  station  with  honesty  and  integrity 

*'  to  theMtniost  of  my  abilities.     For  the  office  I  care  not ;  ex;* 

«'  pept  sQ^far^  as  it  afl^rded  me  the  opportunity  of  4i^hargin^ 

*f  consci^ntioi^sly  aii  important  public  duty.     It  was  unsought 

"  for  by  me      I  can) e  here  oi^ch  against  my  will.     I  came  from 

f^  a  high  situation  in  E^igtand,  wl^ere  I  was  living  amongst  my 

"  pld  friends*  and  in  the  midst  pf  my  family.     But  I  was  tolJ,  { 

*f  owed  it  to  the  public  duty,  apd  to  private  friendship  to  accept 

*^  the  ofl^ce,  and  I  yielded;    I  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of 

*'  sdmd  qf  thgse/  who  have  coi^curred  in  my  removal. >     This  I 

'•<  <«vri|,'  is  whi|t  I  di4  not  expect,  and  what  1  was  not  prepare^ 

^'  h>  bjKir."     His  Lordship  was  here  ag^nn  much  affected  even  > 

toleais..    He  then,  made  gener^  oflers  of  his  services  to  Ire- 

land ^  ^af^d  CQhsidering,  how  vehemently  he  had  both  ii)  word 

^nc^wvithig  expressed  himself  with  reference  to  the  body  o^ 

Irislir  Catholics,  and  the'irwishes'and  efforts  to  be  admitted  to  an 

jRqual  participati(>n  of  all  constitutional  rights  with  their  fellow 
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1806.  every  rank  of  the  Catholic  populatiojv  .which  he 
had  so  coarsely  and  unfoundedly  iu3ult?d  and  tra- 
duced.    This  early  and  marked  removal  of  Lord 

Redjesd'dle  was  a  seasonable  axoneraent;  to  tj^  in** 
suited  ffelingsof  the  Irish  CatlKiHcs^  and  \vas  r^^ 
ceired  by  them,  as  an  earnest  of  the  new  minister's 
adopting  a  new  system  of  measures,  calculated  to 
secure  the  internal  peace>  welfare,  and  prosperity 
of  Ireland-  The  united  efforts  of  offici^il  favour- 
ites  and  a  purchased  press  eonld  not  at  the  close 
f)f  Lord  Hai-d  wicke's  five  yeai^  administration  keep 
up  bis  popularity  even  to  that  pitch,  as  tp  procure 
him. the  ordinary, obsequies  to  a  departing  governor. 
The  attendance  even  of  his.  favoure<l  yeopoanry  of 
Dublin  wassolicitcd  to  perform  tlie  last^houor  to 
the  Ex-Gpyernpr,  and  w*s  refused  in  the  first  in- 
stance. Out  of  all  Ireland,  addresses  on  his  de- 
parture,  came  only  from  Dublin,  the  county,  of 
Mayo,  and  the  loyal  Crossmolyna  cavalry*     His 

countrymen,  )ie  m^de  this  singular  declaration.  *'  To  this 
*'  country  I  liave  the  highest  sense  of  obligation.  I  4o  not 
'*  know,  that  in  a  single  instance,  I  have  experienced  any  tiling  ' 
•'  but  kindness.  T  have' experienced  it  from  all  ranks  of  people 
"  without  exception.**  After  his  Lordship,  had  finished  his 
speech,  the  Attorney  General  in  the  n^me  and  by  the  direction 
of  the  bar  addressed  his  Lordship  in  a  short  speech*  expressive 
of  the  sense,  which  the  bar  entertained  of  bis  Lordship's  en- 
dowments,  which  preeminently  qualified  him  to  preside  in  a 
Court  of  Equity,  and  of  their  thanks  for  the  impartial  attention, 
sagacity  and  patience,  which  he  had  uniformly  manifested  on 
all  occasions,  and  for  the  instruction,  which  they  bad  received 
Irom  a  course  of  decisions  during  four  years,  by  which  be  had 
lauc.h  advanced  the  science/  \yhich  they  professed. 
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Lordship  sailed  from   the  Pidgeon-hpuse  on   the  ^^ 
3 1  St  of  March.     Paring  his  residence  there  for 
two  days,  he  kept  his  Court  with  the  same  eti- 
quette and  form,  that  he^  had  preserved  at  Dublin 
Castle  durinsr  his  whole  administration. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Administration  of  the  DUKE  of  BEDFORD. 


Jl  HE  change  of  administration,  grelt  as  it  was 
in  tiie  up|)er  departments  of  government,  was  not  yj^^^ 
attended  with  the  impressive  effects,  which  it  was  OflMni  mi- 
naturally  calculated   to  produce   upon  the  Irish  BedfM  a^ 
public.    ,  Although  Mr.  Fox^s  impassioned  wishJToQ. 
for  peace  had  induced  him  to  accept  of  that  official 
department,  which  would  most  immediately  sup- 
ply  him  with  the  means  of  procuring  it,  yet  was  i^t 
the  first  policy  of  his  colleagues  to  iisher  in  thejr 
arlministration  with  some  overt  and  important  acts 
of  Mr.  Pox,  in  order  to  procure  a  credit  from  the 
Irish,  that  the  future  system  of  government  was 
to  be  moddied  exclusively  upon  the  enlarged  po- 
Jicy  and  immutable  principles  of  that  enlightened 


^86  The  Reign  of  George  III 

^^<^-  patriot  The  importance  of  Irpland  in  tlie  vacil- 
lating state  of  the  British  Empire  supereminently 
called  for  iiis  genuine  advice.  No  radical  change 
of  sy stjpm  jcou^d  y^ .  je^pecfed  ^  \fit]i  any  /^jitional 
conficltTire  tittref  ^fVom  ^Lord  '-Orenviite  or  Lord 
Sidmautb.  His  first  concern  was  to  placd  the  go- 
vernment of  that  MtgMMM  «ftd  abused  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom  in  the  hands  of  a  man,  whose 
liberality,  honor  and  Ibtegrity^  would  render  him 
equally  impervious  to  the  overbearing  mandates  of 
British  predominai¥e)r^  ftftd the  wcid ions  manoeuvres 
of  Castle  intrigue*  ^The  honor,  patronage,  ancl 
envQl<riiiie«(to'ic>f  ihe  Idsb  VkerpyiJ-ty  bad  jm^ny 
competitors.  The  very  solicitation  of  the  office 
was  an  objection  to  that  immaculate  Statesman's 
granting  it-  '^'Sens1Wt^,''lfrat'Tlie  ffeform  of  abuses 
could  now  only  proceed  from  the  Imperial  seat  of 
govecHment^  his  fir&t  cpncera  was,  to  fill  tba  lifif*  ^ 
portant.  station  with  4  nriaUj  who  he  personally 
Cpnfidedj(  would  neither  continue^  nor  jencrease 
abu^.  When  the  offer  w^  first  made  to  the 
'  !Duke  of  Bedford,  he  resolutely  decliiied  it.  Mr. 
Vqk^  whofiie  wisdorn  ^nd  integrixy  had  their  due 
sway.  jupoQ  his^GraceV  mmd,  .was  driven' to' en^ 
treaty  and  personal  supflfication,  befdre  lip  conlcl 
be  induced^  ev^ri  conditionally,,  to  accept  of  the 
charge.  ^  In  raakhig  such  a  sacrifice  of  every  per- 
sonal feeling  and  consideration  to  'the  wish.es  pt 
Mr.  T?ox.  whose  opinion  he  liad  evet  made  the 
yule  of  his  political  conduct.  His  tSrace  coupfed  it 
ivitli  a  condition  well  snited  to  his  pure  and  ex- 
alted mind.     He  submitted  to  the  pnerous  charge. 
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provided  \m  friend  would  eaae*  him  of  die  rcspou*  ^^^ 
i»jbitity  of  disp^firBing  tin  grace  ami  pitronngeof 
the  goverrHfnG»it^  amongj&t  tho&cv  to  whobe  uiferits 
lie  wa$  a  stranger,  and  suggest  appropriate  naea* 
tures  for  th^  welfare  of,  the  Irish  people,  wholie  in- 
terests aad  f€;Ucity  he  wifi^hed  to  prooaote^  pacofcsa* 
\u^  a^t  the. same  tifnehia  ig»airanic^  of  the.  i^mtiief 
diate  ipeaas  of  ^/^curing.  iheiY^.     A^urtihig;  with 
well  fouiided  cantidef^e^  ^lutt  Mr.  Fox's'idtuitivi 
Icaowledge  of)  anil  cardis^l  aifect^ipq  for  the  %K>iistt^ 
tution,  would  ensuiie  hia  sifticerest  efibf t8  in  fiivot 
of  Ireiasi(l>  he  assumed,  the  govrrtimenl  tipoQ  thct 
avowed  nussioa  ^f  e^ectuatitig   t)ie  benevolesnt 
views  of  that  eiUi^iteiied  and  humane  Statesman* 
Tl)e  unfiuspidoufi  caudor  of  Mr.  FoK,  -  wa^ .  \ho 
only  paliticjAl  defect  (if  Chat  amiable  quality  caoi 
be  called  defect^  ia  hi^  chaufiatier*:    He  j>ut  n4  re« 
•Qfveiipoii  the  sineei44y  -  ^f  oMier$|  aa  be  iUt  no 
check  iipan  hjy  own«    He  knew  not  how  to  diffide 
iur  the  wordis  or  a^tioms.of  tliiose,.  Who  coalesced 
wHh  bim.'   He  gave  them,utK]uaMefl  credit 'for 
priucifik^  by  whteb.  he  inyi^ii^l^y.  shaped  b>s  own 
coo4i)ct«     LTad^r  tilie«e  impredsions^   lie. deputed 
that  confidential  di^retipn,  i^  whieli  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  had.  accepted  of  il^  viceregal  charge  to 
.  f^Q)e  of  h43  coUeaguef^^  wboi  might  properly  be 
eallecl  s).  Sritisli  cpmoMttee  for.  n^airtagtog  the  af- 
iidr^f  intefe^t%  and  p$itronage  of  Ireland.     Wtdl 
i«;M>ta.tu^e  syari^thy^  his  Cmce  acted  $iader  that 
deputaJtioi^.  a$  tlietait^ful.  organ  of, llr*  Fox's  senti-^ 
ineAt^  anc\  feelings;     J^n  Fox  labipured. exclusively 
fartheattai<&rn|ntofpeace;  wUicJ>l)>e  oOn^idexed  tlie 
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»W6.    necessary  foi^runner  of  reform,  and  other  pfdjected 

benefits  to  his  country.     But  the  impaired  state  af 

his  health  slackened  his  exertions  w^n  as  foreign 

mmister. 

First  acts  of    After  the  aitana:ements»of  the  new  ministry  h4d 

suimiuistra.  bccn  finaily  settled,  the  only  act  of  government  m 

^  Ireland,  that  was  traceable  to  the  personal  influ- 
ence of  Mr.  Fox,  was  the  instant  removal  of  Lord 
ftedesdale  from  the  chancery  bench.  It  was  an 
inchoate  act  of  justice  to  the  great  body  of  the 
Irisli  population,  to  put  a  a  early  and  unequivocal 
mark  of  reprobation  on  the  man,  who   had  ca- 

,    ,      lumniated  and  insulted  them  with  an  ignorant  and 

^  ^  '  malignant  bigotry,  which  has  not  been  exhibited 
on  any  European  theatre  for  centuries.  This  was- 
emphatically  the  act  of  Mr.  Fox;  and  unhappily 
for  Ireland,  the  only  one  of  the-  Bedford  adminis** 
tration,  which  emanated  purely  from  his  spirit  and 
principle.  Had  the  long  habits  of  friendship  and 
sympathies  of  Lord  Grenville  and- Lord  Sidmouth 
prevailed,  e^^en  in  this  solitary  instance  over  the 
stern  virtue  of  Mr.  Fox,  it  is  likely,  that  the  great 
seal  of  Ireland  wotild  have  been  at  this  hour  in  the 
'  hands  of  that  weak  and  mischievous  religious  agi* 
tator.  The  necessary  consequence  of  the  Whig 
preponderancy  in  the  cabinet  in  this  mattei*,  was 
the  appointn^nt  of  Mr.  Pbrwonby  to  succeed  Lord 
Redesdale  on  the  chancery  bench. '  His  kmg  tri^d 
services  in  the  cause  of  Iceland,  atid  his  powerftil, 
though  unsuetessful,  exertions  in  6p{)osing  the 
systemj  naturally  transfused  through  the  whole 
Uathoiic  body  the  confident  expfecJtation-  of  an  im- 
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mediate  and  radical  change  in  the  whole  ord^r  of  ^^^ 
things,  when  they  beheld. him  raised  to  that  ele- 
vated situation,  in  which  he  became  enabled  to  di- 
rect the.influence  of  the  crown  to  the  annihilation 
of  every  national  abuse,  and  the  admission  of  all 
his  Majesty's  Jrish  subjects  to  an  indiscriminate 
participation  of  the  rights  of  the  constitution.  The 
Irish  are  naturally  sanguine  in  their  expectalipns. 
They  more  confidently  anticipated  the  benefits  to 
arise  out  of  these  first  (and  they  were  the  last)  ge- 
nuine acts  of  the  Whig  influence  in  the  cabinet, 
than  they  reflected  upon  the  probable  eflfects  of  the 
partiality  of  the  two  other  parts  of  that  cabinet  to 
the  atrocious  system,  which  they  had  so  long  and 
ijealously  co-operated  in  supporting.  They  re- 
flected not  upon  the  weight,  number  and  perseve- 
rance of  the  individuals  in  the  late  forced  coalition' 
to  whom  Lord  RedesdaleV  weeping  lamentations  in 
the  court  of  chancery  applied ;  when  he  there  pro- 
claimed, that  he  had  been  given  up  and  betrayed 
on  the  ground  of  that  very  conduct,  which  his 
treacherous  friends  had  instructed  and  stimulated 
him  to  pursne. 
.  The  private  views  and  motives  of  individuals  are  ?,'*V*  ^^ *^ 

.  •  *        .  •         •  Whig  art* 

not  opeif  to  historic  scrutiny  :  but  the  combination,  mn»«tra. 
succession  and  reciprocal  bearings  of  broad  facts 
cannot  fail  to  produce  conclusions  in  the  mind  of 
the  impartial  reader,  faithfully  corresponding  with 
the  spdrit  of  the  actors  in  the  sceues  exliibiti^d  to 
hid  view«  The  fifst  4'ceUfigs  and  ^K]iectations  of 
the  losh  iftitKl  on  the  late  chatige  of  men  pro- 
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* 
^^^1^^  mised  also  a  change  of  measures  and  piinciples*. 
A  generous  credit  was  allowed  for  the  su^cerity,  as 
a  plenary  confidence  was  felt  in  the  purity  of  a 
Whig  administration,  of  which  Mr.  Fox  was  con- 
sidered the  soul  and  efficient  director.  Tlien  for- 
cibly rushed  upon  the  Irish  mind  tlie  full  reflection 
of  the  zealj  energy  and  perseverance,  with  which 
ihe  Whigs  had,  >yhen  in  opposition,  pressed  upon 
the  legislature  and  the  public  the  imperious  ne- 
cessity of  abolishing  the  whole  system  of  proscrip- 
tive  division  and  religious  ascendancy  in  Ireland. 
The  natural  result  was  a  sanguine  confidence,  that 
now  they  had  become  masters  of  the  influence  of 
the  crown,  it  would  be  Instantly  applied  to  that 
purpose..  In  this  ebullition  of  Catholic  expectancy, 
the  triple  coalition  was  formed  of  three  compo- 
nent parts,  to  be  known  and  judged  of  by  their  re- 
spective heads,  or  leaders.  Fox,  Grenville  and  Sid- 
mouth.  The  satellites  moved  uniformly  within 
the  orbits  of  their  respective  planets.  Mr.  Fox 
had  invariably  and  unconditionally  at  all  times 
spoken  and  acted  for  unqualified  religious  freedom, 
and  a  thorough  reform  of  Irish  abuse.  Lord  Gren- 
ville had  for  17 years  been  the  co-adviser  and  co-ad- 
;jutor  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  every  measure  of  gav^rnment 
in  Ireland  up  to  the  Union:  even  after  the  accom- 
plishment of  that  fatal  measure,  he  had  joined  and 
re-echoed  Mr.  Pitt's  unequivocal  and  unconditional 

*  Unlike  to  the  change  of  the  Pitt  ddministrdtion  in  1801; 
which  was  mepely.  of  men  and  no(  of  measures  oc  princip)e$. 
f^ide  H»hat  was  most  wisely  said  upon  that  suhject  bv  Karl  Moira 
and  Lord  HoHand,  vol.  i.  p.  36. 
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declarations  of  the  necessity  of  Catholic  emanci-  ^^ 
pation,    though  he  afterwrards  declared   both  in 
words  and  writing,  that  he  had  always  meant  it  to 
be  qualified,  and  fettered  with  such  conditions  and 
provisos,  as  would  in  fact  render  the  concessiou 
inadmissible  to  the  Catholic  body.     His  Lordship 
however  had  the  merit  of  resisting  Mr.  Pitt's  re-' 
peated  solicitations  to  return  to  power  without  hav- 
ing redeemed  his  (even   qualified)  pledge  to  the 
Catholics   of  Ireland.      Lord    Sidmouth  was   the 
boasted  and  pledged  opponent  to  Catholic  conces- 
sion under  every  possible  variation  of  political  oc- 
currence.    The  friends  and  co-operators  of  Lord 
lledesdale,  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  re- 
tained their  situations  and  confidence :  Mr.  Alex, 
ander  Marsden,  the  secret  adviser  and  machinist 
to  the  late  administrations,  was  not  displaced.  Tlie 
whole  of  the  Orange  magistracy  remained  undis- 
turbed in  the  commission  of  the  peace.     Even  Ma- 
jor Sirr  was  still  seen,  as  the  tutelary  guardian  of  the 
Castle-yard.     No  floating  patronage  was  removed 
from  any  promoter  of  the  late,  to  countenance  or 
encourage  the  supporters  of  the  new  system.    The 
ijame  of  G rattan,  the  friend  anil  father  of  Irish  li- 
berty, was  not  seen  on  the  list  of  changes,  and 
Mr.  Curran,  the  unvacillating  asserter  of  Ireland's 
rights  and  freedom,  remained  nearly  five  months 
unpromoted.     Mr.  Hardy,  &nd  several  gentlemen 
of  tried  virtue,  and  well  deserving  of  their  coun- 
try, were  left  wholly  unprovided  for..    And  Mr. 
Elliott,  the  Chief  Secretary  to  llie  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, had  long  been  a^  approved  servant  to  former 
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% 
^  yo^    administrations  in  Ireland,  and  was  better  known 

by  his  sympathies  with  the  Orange  societies,  than 
with  the  proscribed  body  of  Irish  Catholics. 
Treiana  left  *^^^  cncrea^ing  difficulties  in  negociating  a 
J^JJJy;  ^**"' peace,  and  the  declining  state  of  JVIr.  Fox's  health 
p)*evented  his  personal  attention  to  the  affairs  of 
Ireland.  He  had  procured  Lord  Redesdale's  in- 
stant removal  in  a  very  marked  manner,  and  his* 
unsuspecting  mind  was  satisfied,  that  by  having 
placed  Mf.  Ponrsonhy  in  that  impoitant  situation^ 
he  had  put  .the  afiairs  of  Ireknd  under  the  advice  ^ 
and  controul  of  a  gentleman,  whose  principles  and 
policy  tQwards  her  were  in' perfect  unison  with  his 
own.  The  arrangements  for  carrying  on  the  Irish, 
government  under  the  Duke  of  Bedford  threw  the 
wholeinanagement  and  patronage  substantially  un- 
der the  influence  of  Mr.  Ponsohljy.  The  country 
at  th^t  momentt  unquestionably  required  not  only 
a  government  of  efficient  energy,  but  a  govern- 
ment, which  commanded  the  plenary  and  practi- 
cal  confidence  of  its  predonnnant  pjopulation.  The 
Iiisli  quickly  seize  and  strongly  retain  4)rqudice3 
fyr  or  a^inst  public  characters,  a*,  they  have  ex- 
perienced their  support  or  opposition  to  their  na^ 
tional  interests.  Their  judgment  is  generally  just : 
^th^ir  memory  and  tradition  faithful  The  multi- 
tude seldom,  if  ever^  come  into  contact  with  their 
^real  governor:  they  take  his  spirit  and  conduct 
fwMn.  tl>e  actions  of  those,  who  are  deputed  to 
bring  the  administration  and  execution  of  the  hws 
borne  to  their  own  doors.  If  within  the  bounda- 
ries of  their  respective  districts  an  uniformity  of 
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system  still  prevail,  what   boots  tlv?  chaoge  to     ^^^' 
them,  whether  a  Russell  or  a  Camden  rule  ?  Wh^r 
ther  the  Orange  magistrate  oppress  them  by  an  ori-f 
ginal  comniission  under  one  Chancellor^  or  by  the 
continuance  or  renewal  of    it    under    anotlier. 
The  fact  was,  that  the  Irish  Catholics,   making 
unquestionably  five  millions  of  tlie  actual  popular 
tion  of  the  country,  when  the  Bedford  administra- 
tion was  appointed,  confidently  looked  up  to  the 
adoption  of  those  measures,  which   the  leading 
members  of  it,  had,  {when  out  of  place)  so  warm- 
ly advocated.     Th^y  were,  however,  quickly  and 
unaccountably  checked  in  their  fond  expectancies 
by  their  inability  to  perceive  any  other  change  i^i 
the  Irish  government,  than  that  of  the  Vicei^oy 
aiul  Chancellor.    Their  public  conduct  ii^  attempt^ 
iiig  to  forward  their  own  cause  brings  forth  in  a 
very  strong  point  of  view  the  real  system  of  tlie 
Bedford  administrattou  in  Ireland,  and  much  of 
the  Grenville  administration  in  England. 

In  the  year  1804>  Mr.  James  Ryan,  a  young    ^ttempte 
gentleman,  well  cojmected  m  the  mercantile  inte-  *o  ^,  ^*» 
rest  In  Dublin  exhibited  mor^e  than  ordinary  zeaUauMb 
'for  tlxe  promotion  of  the  Catholic  cause.     He  in- 
^bited  a  large  house  in  Marlborouglvstreet,.  to 
which  he  invited  such  Catholics,  as  were  disposed 
to  co-operate  with  him  in  the  same  object,  to  meet 
and  consult  upon  the  common  cause.     The  rigo- 
rous conduct  of  governmeut  towards  the  Catholics 
after  the  exploskm  in  July,  l%0%  prevented  any 
public  meetings  of  the  Catholic  body  upon  the 
subject  of  their  emancipation.     No  persons  then 
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"i^^  dared  to  hold  public  conventions  on  political  mat- 
ters. Many  successive  meetings  were  lioUfcn  at 
Mr.  Ryan\  rising  gradually  in  numlJer  from 
scores  to  hundreds.    -At  one  of  those  meetings,  in 

•  r 

which  Lord  Fingal  was  chairmarf,  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  proposed  by  counsellor  Scully  to*Mr.  Ryan, 
for  having  had  the  boldness  to  permit  CatlioUcs  to 
assemble  in  his  house.  He  acted  in  his  own 
house,  not  as  a  secretary,  but  ^s  a  coutrouling  or 
principal  agent  (if  not  by  ddegatlbn,  yet  by  ac- 
quiescence) to  those,  who  convenedthere  to  repre- 
sent and  manage  the  interests  of  the  j»;eneral  body 
of  the  Irish  Catholics.  He  was  chosen  at  one  of 
these  meetings  (i^ot  without  $ome  turbulept  oppo- 
sition)  to  go  oyer  in  1805,  as  one  of  the  deputies 
from  that  body  to  Mr.  Pitt,  whiph  delegation  has 
beeii  before  noticed.  As  that  deputation  was,  by 
Mr,  Pitt'sr  refusal  to  present  the  petition,  driven  to 
apply  to  Lord  Gfrenyille  and  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Ryan, 
then,  for  the  first  time,  and  in  quality  of  a  deputy 
from  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  became  personally 
known  to  Mr.  Fox.*     At  Mr.  Ryan's  house,  the 

\  * 

•  As  it  is  not  the  intent  of  thi§  work  to  record  the  public 
acts  pr  conduct  of  the  Irish  Catholtca*  but  of  the  Irish   nation ' 
(though  they  nnroefically  form  thq-  decided  majority)  we  omit 
the  Retail?  of  the  debates  at  the  several  meetingii  of  CathoUcs  ifi 
Marhboroqgh-slreet,  which  ran  into  the  roost  disgraceful  alterca- 
tion and  dissentions.     At!  were  unanimous  in  their  anxiety  to 
attain  the  common  object  of  emancipation.  But  the  inexperience 
of  so  niany  persons  ardent  in  a  great  common  caose,  created 
differences  as  to  the  mode  of  aita'n^ipg  jt»  s^  wide  as  if  they  had 
contested  for  adverse  objects.     It  is  obserTabfe,  that  the  publi- 
city and  (perhaps  even)  the  heat  of  dissention,  into  which  those 
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general  discussions  bad  taken  place  preparatory  to     '*^^- 
the  presentation  of  the  petition  iti  1805,  though 
the  committee  usually  sat  at  the  house  of  Lord 
Fingall.    All  the  Catholic  peers  bad  been  nomi- 
nated standing  members  of  that  committee.* 

Catholic  meetings  fi-equently  split,  have  seldom  failed  to  end  in 
national  good.  Sooner  or  later,  the}'  hare  forced  into  publicity 
facts  and  circumstances  mainly  beneficial  to  the  present  and  fu- 
ture generations.  Jn  as  much,  therefore,  as  any  such  debates 
or  parts  of  debates  involve  the  government  of  the  country,  and 
tend  to  develope  the  system,  which  this  history  is  chiefly  calcu- 
lated to  disclose,  the  author  feels  it  his  duty  to  offer  a  faithful 
statement  thereof  to  the  public.  The  contest  between  the  con« 
tending  parties  arose  chiefly  from  the  alleged  assumption  of  a 
right  in  Mr.  Ryan  and  his  friend  and  adviser  (closely  connected 
bv  affinity)  Mr.  Randal  M'Donnefl,  a  most  respectable  m^- 
chant,  a  tried  and  zealous  servant  in  the  Catholic  cause,  to  con* 
stiti^te  a  committee  or  body'  of  their  own  nomination,  to  repre- 
sent the  body  of  Irish  Catholics,  and  a  charged  attempt  to  con- 
vert  their  influence  over  that  body  into  an  instrument  for  ad- 
vancing their  own  personal  interest  with  the  minister  of  the 
country.  A  personal  difference  in  a  Catholic  debate,  in  July, 
1810,  occasioned  the  publication  of  Mr.  Ryan's  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Fox,  which  it  is  of  high  importance  to  the  country  to 
be  accurately  known.  It  not  only  involves  the  character  and 
conduct  of  Mr.  Fox,  but  tends  directly  to  shew  the  liability  of 
the  body  of  the  Irish  Catholics  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  ambition 
or  lucre-  of  the  real  or  pretended  leaders  of  the  body  in  their 
pursuit  of  constitutional  freedom. 

•  In  January  1805,  Lord  Hawkesbury,  by  direction  of  Mr, 
Pitt  wrote  to  Lord  Hardwicke,  th^t  the  discussion  of  the  Catholic 
question  would  particularly  embarrass  his  Majesty's  ministers^ 
and  would  be  determinedly  resisted  by  Mr.  Pitt.  This  letter 
was  communicated  to  Lord  Fingall,  and  laid  before  the  Catholic 
<*omniittee.  Counsellor  Belle w,  the  friend  and  counsellor  of 
Lord  Fingall,  contended,  that  to  forward  their  petition  then. 
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^^f^      Mr.  Ryan  lias  himself  informal  as^  that  .after 
Mr.  Ryau  thc  dckgates  had  accomplished  the  object  of  their 
Fox.  ^'     tnissfoiv  aod  previously  to  his  departure  ftom  Lon- 
don, he  called  upon  Mr.  Fox,  in  order  to  take  his 
leave.     At  that  ioterview  he  obtained  \m  pennis* 
,  sion  to  enquire  his  opinion  and  advice  on  the  Ca- 
tholic question,  previous  to  t lie  «^ucceeding  session 
of  Pailiaraent,  which  he  fully  and  freely  conceded. 
In  t:onsequence  of  which,  Mr.  Ryan  consulted  with 
Sir  Thomas  French,  and  having  been  assured  by 

when  the  admin istrs^tion  was  adverse,  would  be  defeat  and  dis- 
grace ;  and  that  the  prejudices  of  the  people  of  England  would 
be  roused  by  the  discussion,  so^as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
ebtaining  the  object  at  any  future  period.     Mr.  O'Connell  and 
Mr.  Scully,^  with  much  warmth  pressed  the  propriety  of  their 
forwarding  their  petition ;  and  finding,  that  Lord  Fmgal  was  like  • 
}y  to  gain  over  a  majority,  they  openly  declared,  ih^^t  ikej/  would 
forvifard  their  petition  ;  and  the  Lords,  if  they  thought  6t,  might 
secede  aqd  act  the  same  part  they  had  in  1792.     The  menace 
bad  the  desired  effect.    Lord  Fingall  and  his  friends  ac(]uiesced. 
At  a  subsequent  and  very  turbulent  meeting  in  Marlborough^ 
litreet,  Mr.  Byan  was  proposed  as  a  delegate  by  Mr.  McDonnell, 
and  supported  by  Sir  Thomas  (now  Lotd)  French  ;  and  after 
much  tumult  and  disorder^  Mr.  Hyan  was  elected.     The  spirit 
of  disseqsion  attended  the  delegates  to  England,  and  prevailed 
ao£ir,  that  the  interchange  of  common  civility  ceased  betweeh 
two  of  them/  who  iu  public  and  private  mutually  chained  each 
other  with  betraying  the  interests  of  the  Catholic  body.     After 
the  return  of  the  delegates,  some  select  partial  assemblies  were 
bolden  at  Mr.  JRyan's  to  receive  the  report  of  the  deregatlon ;  but 
IDOst  of  the  very  persons^  who  had  usually  attended  those  irreet- 
ings,  became  so  dissatisfied,  that  tliey  refused  to  Attend,  to  vote 
thanks  to  the  delegates  for  their  upright  and  honourable  conduct 
in  the  fulBllment  of  their  importaat  mission.     Soon  after  which 
^h|iy  called  a  final  |i^e<ting,  and  dissolved  their  cpmmittee. 
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hiiD,  that  no  injury  could  result  from  his  corves-  ,J]J^ 
ponding  with  Mr.  Fox,  he  addressed  to  him  a  let* 
ter  on  the  25th  of  November,  1805,  in  the  stile  of 
a  public  or  accredited  agent  or  manager  of  the  Ca-^ 
th'olic  cause  in  Ii*eland,  and  asking  Mr.  Fox's  ad- 
vice, how  he  was  to  act  in  tlie  ensuing  year,  after 
having  told  bim  what  he  ha<l  dofic  for  the  body  in 
the  prece<ling  year.  Mr.  Fus:  aMwered  this  letter^ 
as  he  wouW  have  written  to  an  authorixed  agent  or 
representative  of  the  Catholic  body.*    Thus  fkr 

*  Copiies  of  thig  whoie  correspondence  were  published  by 
Mr.  fiyaQ  m  the  Freeman'i^  JottfQal  on  the  IJth  of  Aogus^ 
1810. 

(C4?py  of  Mr.  Eyao's  letter  lo  Mr.  Fa>c.)  . 
^'  DttUin,  Nov.  25th,  |805. 

'*  When  Ust  I  ha4  tfab  honor  of  seeing  you,  I  requested,  amf 
''  you  were  so  good  to  ^ant  me  the  liberty  of  sotieUlng  youi^ 
'^  Qiurivalled  j^ood  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  Caihol4c  mo? e** 
*^  nients  here^  in  ttteir  endeavours  to  procure  the  repeat  of  the' 
"  remaining  penal  laws,  which  afTept  thflir  body.  1  am  fully 
**  sensible  of  the  stogular  favour  ydu  batre  conferred  upon' me 
"  by  grantmg  this  privilege,  and  I  pray  yoq  will  be  assiiredy 
"  thnt  no  coosideratioii  short  of  the  deep  feeling,  which  is  eK- 
"  eked  by  the  present  important  crisis'/  and  the  con8e<|tient  In-' 
'*  creased  necessity  there  is  of  calling  forth  all  the  energies  of 
"  tbe  edapire,  could  prevail  upon  me  to  frespaSvS  upon  the  time 
*'  of  one,  whose  mind  most  be  so  fully  occupied,  I  am  coq- 
^*  vinced,  it  has  not  escaped  your  r(H!ollection,  that  the  Catholio' 
"  deputies  acquainted  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  interview  they  had  with' 
^'  him,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Catholics  of  Irtsland  to 
*'  apply  to  Parliament  every  session,  until  all  the  disquatificatien.^,' 
"  under  wbiph  they  labour,  shall  be  removed^  «nd  that  they 
**  commuaieated  the  saAie  intentions  to  yon  and  your  illustrious' 
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1806.    l^ad  the  correspondence  proceeded  between  Mr. 
Fox  out  of  place,  and  Mr.  Ryan,  holding  no  species 

V*  frienth,  when  tbey  mnere  houoored  with  an  interview  at  Lord 
^'  Grenvill<*s.    The  Catholics  were  indoced  to  this  determina- 
**  tion  from  the  conviction,  4h«y  contiuae  to  entertain  of  the  be* 
**  ncficial  eifects^  which  the  discussion  of  the  question  must  ever 
^  prodnce.    The  eloquence  and  wisdom^  which  will  be  eserted 
**  in  its  support  in  Parliament,  vHII  continue  to  dtrointsh  the 
•<  number  of  our  opponents  there,   whilst  the   agitation  of  it 
^  amongst  ourselves  will  bring  back  the  public  mind  from  spe* 
•<  culating  on  more  distant  politics  to  the  consideration  of  our 
"  local  question ;  instead  of  being  discoiu-aged  by  our  late  de- 
**  feat,  we  are  animated  by  the  most  confident  hopes,  that  the 
"  day  cannot  be  distant,  when  our  success  will .  be  compleat  i 
which  are  justly  founded  on  the  support  we  have  obtained 
from  the  great  proportion  of  the  rank  and  talent  of  the  Par- 
liament.    The  Catholics,  therefore,  are  pledged  to  con^  for* 
'*  ward  in  the  next  session.    Their  inclination  to  do  so  in  ge- 
"  neral,  and  the  late  unfortunate  disasters  on  the  continent  have 
**  encreaied  their  desire  to  be  put  on  ^  footing,  which  will 
render  th«m  qualified  in  every  part  of  the  Britisli  empire  to 
perform  their  duty  to  their  sovereign  and  their  country. '  It 
•}  is  useless  for  me'to  tell  Mr.  Fox,  that  no  palliativcT  measure 
*-*  can  have  i\\%  eilbci  of  satiitfying  our  body,  or   securing  the 
*'  safety  of  this  country.      It  has  been  governed  for  a  long 
**  period  of  time  without  any  regard  to  the  conciliation  of  the 
"  great  portion  of  its  inhabitants.     Hence  has  arisen  the  dan- 
**  ger  of  the  present  period,  which  will  continue,  until  the  con« 
**  duct  you  have  so  often  recoinmendecl  to  be  adopted  towards 
Ireland,  shall  be  carried,  into  the  fullest  eliect.  '   Catholic 
eqiancipatiou  once  granted,  there  would  be  an  end  to  all  fear 
'*  for  this  unfortunate  country  :  until  it  shall  be  granted,  it  will 
be  \^<sMt  by  England  on  a  very  insecure  basis.     Having  trou- 
bled, you  so  far  upon  a  subject  you  are  already  so  well  ac- 
*^  qVitinted  with,  allow  roe  to  solicit  your  having  the  kindness 
*^  to  givfs  me  your  advice,  how  I  ought  to  act  at  this  conjecture. 
''  In  the  last  year  i  commenced  the  discussion  here,  out  of  which 
*'  arose  the  petition  of  the  present  year ;   I  feel,  I  am  pledged 
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of  office,  agency  or  delegation  whatever  from  the*  ^Jf^ 
Catholic  body.  It  should  here  be  observed,  that  after 
the  return  of  the  delegates  from  England  in  1805,' 
the  Committee,  to  whose  laljour  and  attention  the 
petition  then  presented  to  Parliament,  aftd  all  the 
consequent  measures  werp  owing,  hadbeen  dissoiv- 
ed,x  and  a  new  committee  had  been  re-eJected,  to 
which  Mr.  Ryan  was  pam^id  secretary?  and  the 
meetings  were  to  be  hoklen  in  his  house.  In  fact, 
however,  they  lij^d  nevisr  convened  from  the  time 

'^*  not  to  be  inactive  tn  the  next.  If  this  coaptvy-  Had  only  to 
^  dread  tbe  ordinary  eiToRts  of  %n  enepiyj  it  wou}<|'  \(^  unsafe 
**  to  permit  the  e^istenpe  of  the  jfetaloq^ie^  aad  suspicioQ^T  which 
"are  entertained  against  our  body.  How  ifiQch  p[ior^  dang^r- 
''  ous  is  it,  when  wejiave  to  contend  with.one^  whose  extreme 

%  .^  \  '  9  f  *  til 

*'  good  fortune  prompts  liim  to  undertake  the  most  hazardous 
"  enterprizes^  I  pray  yoi|  Will  excuse  me  fi()r'th»- liberty  \ 
f  have  taken,  aiid  thpt  ypa  wiU  beli«v%  nie  to  ^,  wit^  the 
**  gre^tpst  respect* 

^  f  Your  humble  servant, 

f ^AMES  RYAN.** 


I  ^ 


(Copy  of  Mr.  Fo^^s  answer  to  IVJr.  Ryan.]' 


f*   DEAR   SIJl, 

"  I  received  the  letter  you  ^id  me  tbe  favour  to  write  to  me 
"  00  the  S25ih  of  last  mollth.  I  shall  go  to  town  in  the  course 
'•*  of  a  little  tifne^  to  remain,  where  I  sball^  ^ORverse  yyxih  other 
^'  friends  to  your  cause,  and  as  soon  as^I  f^haiil  leari^  tbeir  opi« 
*'  Dions  I  shall  write  to  you.  In  the  misan  tim^,  |  remain^  wiih 
f  great  regtird,  dear  Sir, 

«'  Your^^eyer;, 

"  V  CHARLES  JAM[ES  POX.** 
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^J^^'of  their  rc-elcctkm  to  the  appoiatment  of  t\\e  new 
ministry. 

^pii^u^'  M^^  Byw  by  having  published  his  own  statc- 
to  Mr.  F<nip^i;|(^  ^mj  jjjg  cpn:espQndenc€  with  the  British' mi- 
pcnntment.  pistfT  hos  fiimished  US,  not  Qixly  with  a  true  nar- 
rative of  the  circumstances,  but  has  superadded 
the  vif  ws  aiul  motives  of  hi^  own  conduct,  which 
could  otherwise  have  been  only  conjectured.  He 
tell^  ui  then,  that  upon  the  appointment  of  llw 
fox  to  be  a  minister,^  ^*  impressed  with  the  hopes^ 
"  which  I  believe  every  well  wisher  to  his  country 
^^  was,  that  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Fiit,  and  the 
^*  forfnatioft  of  the  kte  admini^ration,  every 
**  measure  for  the  perfect  reconciliation  of  Ireland 
WQuld  b^  adopted,  I  did  conclude,  that  person^ 

favaure4  ^  admini$tratioja3  instituted  for  very 
dii&rMit  purposes,  than  the  conciliation  of  the 
Irish  people,  would  not  be  allowed  to  remain  in 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  honours  and  emolu- 
ments, which  are  necessarily  at  the  disposal  of 
government  I  accordingly  addressed  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Fox,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 


it 

€€ 

€t 
U 
€i 


"  Dublin^  February  1 806. 

«  SIR, 

^^  Permit  me  ta  add  my  humble  congratulations 
^*'  to  the  general  satisfaction,  which  is  felt  in  th>« 
♦*  country  on  the  fate  changes,  which  have  been 
"  made  in  his  Majesty^s  councils.  The  people  of 
*\  Irelwd  Iqo(^  not  only  with  confidence,  but  with 

^  Freeman^s  Joarnal;  ubi  mpra. 
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certainty  to  a  speedy  termination  of  all  their  ^^Py^ 
sufferings. 

"  I  am  sure  your  disposition  will  incline  yoii  to 
*'  pardon  me,  if,  in  making  the  application  I  am  ' 

"  about  to  do,  I  shall  outstep,  the  freedom  which 
"  the  kindness  you  have  shewn  me  has  prompted 
**  me  to  take ;  and  I  have  most  eaniestly  to  beg» 
"  that  if  the  nature  of  it  shall  require  your  in- 
*  *  terces&ion  with  any  person,  whom  you  would 
**  not  feel  it  convejiient  to  speak  with,  you  will 
'*  not  give  yourself  the  least  uneasiness  for  noC 
•*  complying  with  my  wishes. 

"  For  some  time  back,  the  money,  which  had 
^'  been  raised  in  England  for  Irish  account,  has 
**  been  drawn  for  by  a  merchant  here  (appointed, 
^'  as  I  have  been  informed,  by  the  Chancellor  of 
"  tlie  Exchequer)  by  his  drafts  upon  a  banking 
"  house  in  London,  where,  the  money  has  teen 
*^  deposited.  I  suppose  the  sart?e  system  will  be 
**  continued.  If  so,  and  that  you  will  feel  your- 
*'  self  warrranted  to  recommend  me  to  the  situa- 
tion, 1  shall  feel  myself  greatly  indebted  to  you, 
and  shall,  if  appointed,  be  ready  to  give  any  re- 
quired security  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  it     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

.'  "  JAMEiS  RYAN." 

As  tlic  specific  day  of  February,  on  which  this   ^^  ^^^,^ 
letter  was  written  appeals  not  upon  tlie  date,  we  conduct  t* 

**  .'.  ,  Mr.  Ryaa.   / 

are  at  a  loss  to  ki^ow  the  precise  t/me,  at  which 
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253Si^  Mr.  Ryan  so  powerfuHy  recbmmended  the  case  of 
Ireland^  ahd  of  hiniself  to  Mr.  Fox#  Making 
every  allowance  for  the  weight  and  urgency  of 
public  business  then  pressing  upon  the  foreign  se-^ 
cretary  in  his  own  department,  and  for  consulta- 
tions with  his  colleagues  upon  this  tender  and 
vital  question  to  Ireland,  it  is  evident,  that 'Mr. 
Ryan  lost  nothing  by  the  tardiness  of  his  appli- 
cation;  nor  was  it  hastily  br  unavoidably  brouj^ht 
forward.  The  nature  (not  the  value*)  of  the  ap- 
pointment is  minutely  described  to  a  great  states* 
man,  presumed  (as  he  probably  was)  ignorant '  of 
the  minute  detail  of  patronage,  with  a  strong 
innuendo^  that  he  might  not  feel  it  conwnient  to 
speak  with  his  colleagues  about  it.  No  strong 
symptom  of  perfect  cordiality  in  the  ministry.  In 
about  a  fortnight  fron)  their  induction  into  office, 
viz*  on  the  18th  of  February,  Mr.  Fox  wrote  an 
answer  to  Mn  Ryan  pregnant  with  historical  do- 
cumeflt.  It  speaks  the  ingenuous  candor  atid 
inflexible  honor  of  the  man,  and  shews,  that  "he 
never  merged  those  inestimable  attributes  in  the 
stat<?sman,  even  When  in  office.  .Mr.  Fox  abhorred 
deceit.  Had  he  played  tlie  intriguer,  he  would 
have  answered  Mr.  Ryan  in  separate  letters,  one 
to  be  shewn  to  the  Catholics,  the  other  of  promise 

^  It  savours  rather  of  sinister  policy  in  withholding  the  ultimate 
profits  of  these  appointments,  especially  from  tho'^e*  who  grant 
them.,  Mr.  Ityan  held  it  out  to  the  public  as  yielding  3  or 
^4000  per  ann.  Those^  who  knew  the  amount  of  the  monies 
aunually  remitted,  and  were  competent  to  judge  ef  the  judictoas 
use  of  the  money  in  the  market,  atleast  trebled  the  estimate  of 
the  value  of  that  appointment. 
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to  be  kept  to  hipiself,  had  he  conceived  the  iK)s^i-  ^5]f 
Ulity  of  a   gentlieman's  bartering  the  rights,  of 
others  for  his  own  emolument,  or  harboured  aa 
idea  of  purchasing  his  efforts  to  hold  back  the 
Catholic,  body  from  petitidniiig  that  session^     HIk 

^  letter  assumes  plenary  confidence  betweea  the 
prineipal  and  the  agent;  it  is  an  overt  comnuini- 
cation  to  all,  whom  it  concerns,  and  necessarily 
brings  under  the  eye  of  the  principal,  tlie  whole 

Conduct  and  views  of  the  piesumed  agent  Mr. 
Fox  appears  to  have  agreed  in  opinion  with  Mr. 
Ryan,  that  Mr.  Rawlins,  whosie  substitute  he  wish- 
ed to  become,  ought  riot  to  remain  in  his  situation 
of  honor  and  emolument,  merely  because  he  was 
favoured  by  former  administrations.  Tlie  letter 
furnishes  the  valuable  document  to  the  Irish  na- 
tion, that  Mr.  Fox's  sentiments  in  favour  of  Ir<^ 
^and  were  not, those  of .  the  predominancy  in  t lie 
cabinet;  that  he  had  already  done.all^  that  he 
could  command  by  procu/uig  the  removal  of  Lord 
Redesdale;  that  the  majority  of  die  cabinet 
thought  differently  from*  him  upon  the  system  of 
governing  Ireland ;  that  they  objected  not  to  the  lea- 
ven of  Orangeism,  with  whichjt  was  so  powerfully 
fermented,  and  were  tender  of  making  any  removals 
of  persons  avowing  tlie  principles  of  the  former 
administrations.  That  his  principles  and  feHihgs 
were  unshaken  by  place  and  power:  and  that  he 
should  be  outvoted  by. his  colleagues,  were  he  to 
bring  on  their  claims :  but,  .true  to  his  professions, 
b^  nobly  pledged  himself  to  propose  and  support 
them  in  the  senate,  if  the  Catholics  called  upon 


'/ 
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1806.  hini  thoucrh  sure  to  fatl,  and  sacrifice  bis  situa- 
tion  to  their  cause.  That  invaluable  monument  of 
Mr.  Fo\'s  candor,  sincerity  and  wisdom  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  foDowing  words  : 

^  Dmning'Strtet,  Feb.  18,  1806. 


%t 


^£Aft  SIR, 


Mr.Fox»»  «  I  owe  you  many  apologies  for  not  baviD|^ 
syan.  *«  sooDef  Written,  as  I  promised  you  to  do  in  a 
"  short  letter  from  St.  Anne's  Hill,  or  answered 
•*  your  last  With  regard  to  your  last,  I  have 
"  given  it  to  Lord  Henry  Petty,*  who  has  pro- 
"  mised  to  attend  to  it,  and  who  will,  I  liave  do 

^  The  sequel  of  this  negociatioBfor  the  appointment  of  state 
biT>ker«  or  money  remitter  will  be  most  faithfully  represented  by 
Mr.  Ryan  bimtdlH  It  aboonds  witb  document^  as.to'tbe  princi- 
pkes  and  Spirk  of  the  Iriah  administration  under  the  Duke  of 
Bedford.  Soon  aflei  this  letter  of  Mr.  Fox,  Lord  Henry  Petty 
wrote  to  Mr.  Ryan  the  fottowing  letter  • 

<'  ImiOH,  March  I,  IBOa. 

••Sm, 

"  It  gate  tne  the  greatest  pleasure,  both  Irom.  personal  regard 
"  for  yoorselfi  as  well  as  from  respect  for  the  interest  and  cause, 
*'  with  which  you  are  connected,  to  concur  with  liifr.  Fox,  in 
recommending  you  for  the  appointment  you  desire ;  the  no. 
minittion  to  it  must  lay  With  the  Irish  Treasury  ;  but  Mr.  Pox 
"  and  I  have  both  spoken  to  Sir  John  Newport  on  the  subject, 
in  the  strongest  terms,  and  I  have  jio  doubt  of  his  d»poiitioti 
''  •  to  sert«  you.    1  am.  Sir, 

**  With  the  greatest  regard, 

**  Your  faithful  humble  serrai^t, . 
•  "  HENRY  PETTY." 


If 
4f 
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doubt    (unless    unforeseen    difficulties  « should ,  ^J^JI^ 
arise)  be  happy  to  comply  with  yoiir  wishes. 
^*  With  resbect  to  the  question  you  put  to  me 

After  some  stormy  meetings  of  Catholics  in  Dublin,  which 
tamed  upon  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Ryan^  in  soliciting  the  appoint* 
jment  for  himself,  and  the  ejects  of  Mr.  Fox's  letter,  with  refer- 
edce  to  the  Catholic  cause  in  general,  Mr. 'Ryan  thus  winds 
up  the  narrative  pf  his  ultimate  disappointment,  through  the 
countervailing  influence  of  Mr.  Ponsonby,  and- the  predominat- 
ing sympathies  of  the  new  managers  of  the  system  in  Ireland 
with  their  jaredecessors.  *'  Relieved  in  a  great  measure  from  the 
''  persecution  of  Jiiy  enemies,  the  reputed  patriots  of  the  d^y,  I 
"  weAt  over  to  England  to '  ascertain  Sir  John'  Newport's  inten- 
**  tions  respecting  the  employment  in  question  ;  I  had  an  inter-' 
''  view  with  him  at  his  public  office  in  Whitehall.  -He  told  me 
^  he  was  sorry  he  was  precluded  from  complying  with  the  soli* 
**  citations  of  Mr.  Fox  and  Lord  Henry  Petty,  to  nominate  f^e 
to  the  agency  of  drawing  for  the  money  raised  in  England  for 
''  Irish  account.  That  he  had  been  perfectly  willing  to  do  so, 
if  it  was  consistent  with  an  impartial  performance  of  his  pub- 
lic duty.  He  saicl,  he  had  been  willing  to  remove  Mr.  Raw- 
lins, provided  he  fodnd  his  political  principles  and  conduct 
««  were  tiot  of  the  most  liberal  kind.  That  he  had  resorted  in  to« 
**  tal  Ignorance  of  Mr.  Rawlins  to  the  authorities,  which,  he 
"  hoped,  I  would  consider  to  be  the  most  suitable  to  apply  to, 
namely  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  Ponsqaby  and.  Mr.  Henry 
Grattan.  He  said,  they  replied  to  his  enquiry,  by  stating 
"  there  was  no  man  in  this  country,  who  was  a  more  strict  ad- 
**  herent  to^iiU  the  liberal  principles,  which  they  professed,  than 
'*  Mr.  Rawlins.  He  concluded  by  hoping,  I  ^ould  be  convinced 
'*  he  acted  upon  the  occasion  with  perfect  impartiality.  I  took 
*'  my  departure,  after  expressing  my  obligation  for  the  honour- 
*'  able  pait  he  had  acted,  and  assuring  him,  that  Mr.  Grattan 
**  and  Lord  Chancellor  Ponsonby  would  not  Bnd  many  iirDqb- 
••  lin  to  agre^  with  them  \ti  the  report,  tfcey  gave  of- Mr.  Ij4\y- 
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^f^^  '^  about  t^eptesentatfoti  of  aCatbblic  petition  tlm. 
year ;  I  have  consulted  with  our  ftiends^  who  all 
agree*  in  tbinkingi  that,  for  the  interent  of  the 
cause,  such  a  measure  ought  to  be  deferred  to 
^  slnbther  s(essron.     Measures  are  actually  taking, 
"  by  the  removal  olf  Lord  Redesdale^  Mr.  l*oster, 
^<  and  others,  to  shew  the  good  intentions  of  the 
*^  ministry  towards  your  body#    Steps  still  more 
imfKNTtaht  will  be  takeh  to  itoatiifest  our  disposi- 
tion, by  doing  for  the  Catholics  all  that  is  cou- 
*^  sis  tent  with  existing  bad  laws,  by  giving  theai 
in  substance,  what   they,  have   now   only  in 
words ;  a  right  to  be  in  the  army,  t»  be  corpo- 
rators, &c,  &c.  by  a  change  bfjusHcei  of  peace^ 
whose  conduct  has  been  notoriously  oppressive. 
I  hbjie  too,  by  some  arrangement  about  ty  tlies« 
^^  And,  in  fine,  by  givii^  yon  all  tlie  share  in  the 
^^  goverament  of  your  country,  that  we  can  give. 
**  The  effect  of  these  measures  will  be  partly  to 
jnake  the  Catholics  oif  the  lower  order  more  sa- 
tisfied, partly  to  enable  them  to  come  with  ad- 
ditional strength  and  weighty  wlien  they  agait^ 
*'-  assert  their  claims.     I  Ihercfore  strongly  recom- 
**  mend  suspetiditig  the  Petition  for  a  time.     If 
^^  however,  it  should,  notwithstanding  ^ur  wishes^ 
**  be  presented^  I  will  support  it  with  aU  my  power ; 
/'  but  the  divisioos  of  last  year  and  the  opinkms, 
^^  which  have  beeti  industriously  propagated  in 
this  country,,  make  me  despair  of  success,  unless 
we  could  have  active  assistance  from  a  quarter, 
'•  in  which  to  Jook  for  passive  acquiescence,  is 
perhaps,  more  than  we  can  reasQnably  expect.  If 
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"**  ire  arc  lienti  whidh  we  certamfy'  shill  bt,  ahd  ,J^^ 
if  the  fall  of  our  ministry  shoald  fbllow.  Which 
may  be  the  ^ase,  you  run  the  risk  of  a  ministry 
b^^  fbrmed  oatht;  avo^^  ptibclple  of  defeat- 
"  ing  your  claims,  and  thus  you  would  put  all 
"  hope  further  off  tlian  even  I  am,  with  great 
^  regartl,  dtar  Sif, 

**  VouTi  cvet, 
''  CilAftLfiS  JAMfcS  FOX/^ 

^T.  ¥^6:x  having  under  a&erroneiQftts  impression,  sukMqoent 
that  Mr.  Ryan  Was  an  accredited  agent  and  mini$-  Mr.  k^ 
ter  pknrpMe&tiary  to  the  Catholic  body,  and  con- 
sequently commanded  extensive  influence  over 
th^to,  edmmttnicatelll  thcotigh  him  \sii  sentimentii 
M  tbdf  CRansie^  a^d  with  ^tied  mireserve  avowed 
hid  dis^sitioti  ft>  s^vb  liis  iteleviests,  must  be  stop- 
posed  to  havb  iU^ted  with  t)h«it  beti66cem?e  towards 
iitni  ra^etr  ih  hfii#E^ega^ted,  than  his  individual  capa- 
city. Mt.  ^x's  blending  iht  two  dt^cts  in  the  same 
tetter^  taiisM  dillteuMes  i^  Mr.  %&n*s  mind.  He 
tobk  sotnedky^  fbl'  cohsidtati^  upiln  it  with  Lord 
^retifch  and  otht&r  ^en^ls,  before  hd  proceeded  to 
act  npo^  it  fie  tells  us  in  lib  llarrattve,  that 
Lotd  fVehtl^  upon  seieing  (he  letter,  agti^  with 
hiih  tto  efpmton,  that  he  had  no  ^ubt  of  the  ap>- 
poititnieiit  talking  pia^i^^-itid  tctrn^hf  reconmeuded 
Mfh  td  f(6  to  inghndt.  *o  kih^  tke  matter  hrougk* 
to  ^  ^eedif  a  ttrvfi^Mtkfn  as  possible.  Mr. 
MMDbtihbll,  he»wtV(?f,  reeommended  other  prei^iouft 
rt^lstfri^ ;  KtaA  *fey  wet*  acquiesced  i».  The  fir* 
^M]^\t\i  wb^,  i^  9Mil4ng  up6^  a  k\e&,  mm^t  cf 
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1806.    gentlemen  iiv  Dublin  (about  .80  in  all)  the  follow- 
ing circular  notice : 

V  77,  Marliorough-street,  Feb.  3,6,  18t)6. 

"  Sir, 

"  I  have  to  beg  the  favor  of  your  attendance  here 
on  Saturday  next  at  half  past  two  o'clock,  in  or- 
deri  that  I  may  lay  before  you  and  other  members 
of  the  Catholic  body  a  letter,  which  I  have  re- 
ceived  from  Mr.  Fox  on  the  subject  of  their  ques- 
tion.    I  am  very  truly,  your's,  &c* 

"  JAMES  RYAN." 

Indefatigable  pains  were  privitely  taken  to^  induce 
the  Lords  and  some  of  the  leading  Catholics  of 
fortune  in  Dublin  to  attend  thi$  meeting,  and  give 
sanction  to  what  proposals  might  be  made  at  it.  . 
M^^  in  ^  meeting  of  Catholics  was  holden  on  the  J  st  of 
strwt**"*^  March  1 80&,  at  tixe  usual  place  in  Marlborpugh- 
strcet,.  consisting  of  nearly  of  one  hundred  per- 
sons, mostly  relatives  and  depiendants  of  Mr. 
McDonnell  and  Mr,  Ryan;  yet  several  uninvited 
Catholics  of  niQk,  and  respectability  attended. 
Lord  French,  who  Jiad  hitherto  supported  Mr. 
Ryan,  became  disgusted  at  an  unwarranted  as- 
sumption of  power  over  the  body :  and  when  Lord 
Southwell  was  called  to  tlie  chair,  he.  opposed  it 
with  great  energy.  He  said,  that  ii^  the  pr^eseht 
state  of  the  Empire,  hq  would  oppose  the  agitation 
of  any  que3tion>  that  qould  tend  to. create  fer- 
ments, alarms, 'or  disi^ion  amongst  his  Majesty's 
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subjects:  he  was  a  friend  to  the  present  admlnistra-  ^'^ 
tion  ;  every  Catholic  Jn  the  Iand>  who  had  a  prin* 
ctple  of  gratitude  in  his  heart,  should  be  friendly 
to  it.  The  present  ministers  wfre  the  most  sted« 
i&st,  eealous  advocates,  that  ever  su|>ported  the 
Catholic  cause«  From  wlmt  had  appeari^d  to  the 
public,  and  from  communication  of  high  and  ui|-^ 
questionable  authority, .  he  was  convinced,  Mr,- 
Fox  and  his  friends  could  not  during  the  present 
session  with  any  prospect  of  success,  and  without 
thg  country's  being  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  tlieir 
great  and  splendid  abilities,  bring  forward  the  dis- 
cussion of  tl^  Catholic  question.  It  would  there- 
fore be  impolitic  and  ungrateful  to  agitate  a  mea* 
sure,  the  result  of  which  .woujd  be  ruinous  to  their 
cause,  injurious  to  their  friends,  and  disgraceful  to 
themselves.  He  would  therefore  oppose  any  per- 
son's taking  the  ,  chair.  Thereupon  great  tumult 
arose,  which  ended  in  Lord  Southwell's  taking 
the  chair.  Mr.  McDonnell  then  moved;'  that  a  let- 
ter Atritten  by  Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Ryan  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Catholic  claims,  shoul^ji  be  read,  which  was 
objetted  to  with  great  vehemence  by  a  gentleman 
of  the  law,  who  insisted,  that  Mr.  Rvan  had 
without  any  authority  assumed  the  character  of 
agent  for  ;the  Irish  Catholics,  and  acted  as  their/ 
organ  in  corresponding  with „  th0  minister.  Such 
conduct  he  would  not  mark  by  any  term  of  aspe- 
rity, but  would  call  it  assumption.  He  felt  him- 
self bounden  to  reprobate,  it,  as  unwarrantable^ 
and  establishing  a  precedent,  derogatory  from  the 
dignity,  and  injurious  .to  the  interests  of  the  Ca- 


SI*  Tk^  li0ign  (jf  6f€orge  IIL 

,^^^  thAlie  body.  Mr.  Ryan  wa»  not  les^  c^sirrabli;  io 
assuinkig  an  amhorf ty  to  convene  a  Cat^oiic  meet* 
ix}g,  aiad  calling  together  several  ge&tlen(i€|i^  firopi 
thd?  eot»e^ni6,  for  tke  ptirpose  of  reading  a  let^ 
lery  written  to  aA  kidivithial  by  the  £ng^ih  StcvQ" 
tary  for  Fomgh  Affatrs.  it  becaose  the  dignity^ 
of  the  Catholics  to  reject  soeh  correspon^etioe^ 
whether  public  or  private.  If  public,  Mr.  Ryan 
had  transgressed  against  the  rights  of  the  body^  ia 
assuming  a  character^p  whieh  the  body  alone  could 
eoi^fer.  If  private,  he  had  violated  the  sacred  ties 
of  friendship  in  communicating  to  the  pnbUc,  thie 
contents  of  a. private  correspondencf*  in  either 
case  it  would  be  liic^t  highly  improper  to  sufFef 
the  contents  of  the  letter  to  be  read  in  a  puUtc 
assembly. 
Result  of  Mr,  Ryan  $aid,  he  had  a  right  to  correspond 
I  e  mteting  ^.^j^  atty  persou  he  pleased.     Mn  Fox  bad  long 

since  honored  him  with  bis  friendship }  he  had  Ci>r« 
responded  with  him  as  with  an  individual,  not  as 
agent  for  the  Catholic  body ;  and  as  Mr.  Fox's 
letter  contained  matter  of  vast  importance  to  the 
Cailiollcs,  he  felt  it  an  imperative  duty  to  commu- 
nicate it  to  the  public.  In  this  and  in  every  other 
instance,  his  friendship  for  individuals^  lK!>wever 
high  their  rank  and  consequence  might  be,v  Ishould 
yield  to  bis  zeal  for  th^  Catholic  cause.  He 
liad  consulted  several  gentlemeo,  (particularly  Mr. 
McDonnell)  upon  whose  good  sense  and  judgment 
he  had  the  utmost  reliance,  on  the  propriety  of 
clbHing  the  present  meeting :  and  a^*ti(ig  under  bis 
advice  and  authority,  he  felt  himself  fully  justi- 
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fied.  The  c^estion  being  then  loudly  cdted  for/^JJ^ 
L©*d  French  most  earnestly  cofijiifed  Mr.  Ryatv 
and  Mr.  McDonnell  not  to  diride  the  Catholic 
body,  which  must  be  the  case,  if  ihcy  p^^isted  in 
carrying  the  present  motion.  Division  would  dis« 
grace  and  uttedgr  ruin  the  Catholic  cause ;  and  he 
therefore  conjured  them  by  every  tie,  that  con- 
nected them  with  the  present  generation  or  poste- 
rity, not  to  press  the  motion  then  pending.  A 
genera)  cry  of  Question  ensued,  and  Lord  French^ 
and  about  twenty,  chi^y  of  the  uninvited  gentle- 
men, quitted  the  rpcetingi  Part  of  the  letter  was 
then  read  by  Mr.  Ryan ;  the  remainder,  lie  said, 
was  of  a  private  nature,  and  did  not  concern  the 
Catholics.  Mr.  McDonnell  4rew  out  of  his  pocket 
a  list  of  some  Lords  and  country  gentlemen  then 
absent,  and  of  a  number  of  his  own  friends,  depen« 
dants  and  relatives,  whoip  he  proposed,  as  persons 
proper  to  coiixpose  the  committee,  and  they  were 
accordingly  named. 

.  On  the  Tuesday  folio  wing,  this  new  committee  Meeting  of 
met  at  Mr.  McDonnell's  bouse  in  Allen  Court,  and  committet 
there  resolved^  with  the  exception  of  two  dissent-  nooDeii'i. 
ing  voioes,  'that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  press  a 
discussion  of  the  Catholic  question,  during  the 
][&esent  sessfon  of  Parliament ;  and  that  it  woiild 
be  proper  to  present  an  address  on  behalf  of  the 
Gfttlioljcs  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  congratulating 
him  on  bis  appointment  to  th«  chief  government 
of'irei^nd,  and  expressing  ^ir  confidence  in  the 
witfiMi  and  abilities  ^f  the  ilhtstariou)}  per^nagts, 
who  cMfipOBed  the  present  administration.    l*he 
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1 806.  t^0  ({issen ting  gentlemen .  proTtested  against'  the.  Ic- 
gitimftcy  of  this  self  constituted  committe^^  aii<l 
the  irregularity  of  its  proceedings, 
.  On  Saturday  the  8  th  of  March,  another,  tneet- 
MMdngiii  '^^S  ^^^^  summoned  to  attend  at  the  Coffee-house  in 
£arl-street.  Lord  Southwell  having  been  called  to 
thechair^  Mn  IVrDonnell  entered  into  a  detail  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  last  meetings  lamented  that 
any  division  or  difference  had  tak«n  place,  which 
he  insinuated  was  owing  to  the  mortification  some 
gentlemen  felt  at  not  havjng  b^en  summoned.  Mr. 
Ryan  had  sent  notices  of  the  intended  meeting  to 
all  the  CathoUt:s  of  respectabily  in  Dublin,  whom 
he  could  recollect;  and  a  most  respectable  com- 
niittee  had  been  appointed^  who  unanimously  ap- 
proved of  a  resolution,  4)f  unlimited  cotffidenee  in 
the  present  ministry^  and  that  it  would  be,  inea^pe^ 
dientfor  the  Catholics  to  press  a  discussion  qf  their 
question^  during  the  present  session  of  Pjarliamenty 
which  he  accordingly  moved.  Mr.  N.  Mahon  se- 
conded the  motion.  A  gentleman,  who  opposed 
the  resolution,  nuoved  an  adjournment  to  Thurs- 
d^y  the  13th  of  March.  Lord  French  rose,  to  vin- 
dicate Im  conduct  in  seceding  from  ihe  meeting 
of  the.  1st  .of  March.  He  had*  supported  Mr. 
Hyan  on  former  occjasions,  b^csluse  he  thought  hirfi 
active  and  zealous  in  the  cause.  To  his  personal 
advancement  he  eoutd  have  no  objection ;  he  wish- 
ed him  joy  on  his  appointipent  to  a  lucrative  situa.- 
tjon;  at  tfce  aaine  ticoe  cautioned  htm  ijx  private, 
not  to  i^eall  any  nwrc  meetings.  Yeb  nott withstodd*.* 
iiig  his  remppstrj^oces  and  eptrcAttesi  be  had  called 
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a  meeting  on  the  preceding  Saturday,  which  he  *s^^- 
(Lord  French)  attended^  and  there  used  his  ut-  . 
most  exertions  to  prevent  the  reading  of  a  letter^ 
written  by  Mr,  Fox  to  Mr.  Ryan,  but  in  Vain.* 
Conceiving  it  disgraceful,  to  sanction  such  pro- 
ceedings by  his  presence,  he  and  some  other  gen- 
tlemen had  withdrawn.  Mr.  Ryan  nearly  repeated 
tlie  speech  he  had  made  on  the  preceding  Satur- 
day, adding,  that  he  expected,  but  had  not  soli*- 
cited '  an  appointment.  He  insisted  on  the  purity 
of  his  motives,  and  said,  if  he  had  copies  of  the 
letters  he  ha^  written  to  Mr.  Fox,  they  would 
bear  testimony  to  his  npright  and  'honorable  con- 
duct ;  he  would  write  to  Mr.  Fox  for  them,  though 
hedid  not  think  himself  bounden  to  produce  them^ 
as  geuUemen  would  not  agree  that  Mr.  Fox's  letter 
to  him  should  be  read.  He  concluded  by  giving 
friendly  advice  to  the  meeting  to  pass  the  proposed 
resolution,  and  to  negative  the  adjournment.  The 
clamqr  for  adjournment  became  violent,  and  was 
unanimously  carried. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  above  800  Catholics  as-^^,?***% 

'  Meeting  at 

sembled  at  the  Repository  in  Stephen's-green,  and  ^^'^  ^^p^»*- 
Xord  French  having  declined  taking  the  cbai/, 
Mr*  Val  O'Connor  was  unanimously  called  to  it. 
The  publication  of  the  resolutions  proposed  at  that 
meeting  will  open  the  eyes  of  the  public  to  the 
true  c^se  of  the  dissension,  which  then  divided 
the  Catholic  body.  It  was  not  a -factious  spirit, 
but  a  sense  of  honor ;  a  high  feeling  for  CatliolFc 
character  and  Catholic  interests,  that  induced  some 
men,  who  were  supported  by  the  independence  of 
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t$Q6.    ^  qj|y^  to  oj^pose  i^mselves  to  what  appeatedto 

them  a  b^se  attempt  of  ce? tam  indtvidoak  to  ride 

QV^r  tli£  Catholic  body,  atid  to  lay  hold  of  thfi 

"    qifCj^on:  of  their  right3>  aud  their  claims^  to  trade 

ai^ir  t^  h^vUiv  upon,  for  theii  own  lucte  and  m^ 

First  Ptfto-  Htp  *'^  Unsolved,  that  the  holding  of  meetings 
the  aggre-  V  f^t  any  ptivate  house  for  the  general  concerns  of 
P^c  M*et-  tt  ^^^  c^thofe  body  is  unfawmrabb  to  tlie  freedom 

V  of  dt^cnwon,  and  inadequate  to  the  coUecttoii' 
**  of  public  sentiment/' 

After  an  over-heated  debate,  this  ftrstt  cesolutioa 
was  carried  nDanimoqsIy^  though  in  the  absence 
qf  Mr.  Ryari,  whp^l^d  lei%  the  meetings  in  order 
to  bring  thither  %\\e  wMic  of  his  correspondenoe 
with  Mr.  Fox,  which  Mr.  Keogh*  particularly 
« 

*  It  is  not  tl^e  latent  of  this  work  tof  oblish  the  debates  of  the 
Catholic  meetings,  which  may  be  uninteresting  to  the  nation  at 
large.  We  lay  before  the  reader  a  part  of  Mr.  Keogh's  speech, 
on  voting  for  this  first  r^soilatton^  as  ;ei  talmible  dacament  <^  the 
i;ising  consequence  of  the  Catholic  body,  and  of  the  nature  of 
tb^  late  Dublin  committee,  of  which  samuch  has  since  been  lakl 
both  in  the  Catbolic  meetings  and  in  the  Imperial  Parliainent.  It 
wiiMet  in  much  day  light  upon  the  conduct  of  Mr.  W.  W.  Pole 
in  pubU&hing  hislale  circular  letter  t<>  prevent  farther  Mi'eeting» 
of  the  Catholic  body  ;  which  k  an  ev«nt  of  high  national  impor« 
t^ce,  though  not  falling  within  the  chronological  scope^of  this 
history.  Mr.  Keogh  knows  more  of  the  true  interests  of  the  Ca* 
tholic  body,  and  has  by  his  personal  exertions  procured  them 
more  real  advantage,  than  any  other  individual  notf^  in  being, 
l^he  following  part«ff  his  speech  is  an  instructive  ai|d  faithfnl 
pourtrait  of  the  C^th^Uc  ^fody,  %i  tl^e  periods,  to  wbifh  be 
refers. 

"  Mr,  Keogh  supported  the  rjesolution  ;  he  went  into  a  conciisc 
and  accurate  statement  of  the  mode  of  proceeding!  adopted  by 
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th^,  C^vJicft  ^t  3  period  of  abject  Mrvitude,  a^  H^  vilest  de* 
gradatiopj  whea  the  Cpitholij;:s  w^uld  scaFce  dare  to  lopk  a  Pro- 
testant in  the  face ;  when  they  ha.d  nqt  courage  to  walk  upright 
and  erect  as  other  men;  and  wore  marked  by  the  caution  and  tf^ 
midity  ^  their  gait  and  deme^AMir;  when  ikt  meanest  Piotes- 
t^y  \jfA%  fra;^le4  ^l  the  sjM'eeis^  foii9i4er^  himself  a  divinitj 
conipared  with  ^  CathpUp.    Evi^a  at  that  calamitous  period »  the 
mode  of  CathoUc  proceedings   was  dignified  and  honorable. 
The  hoeseholders  of  Dublin  then  tnet  in  theif  respective  parishes. 
They  appointed  four  of  their  body  M>m  each  parish  to  form  their 
committee.    The  large  towns  and  counties  were  iaviled  to  send 
n^ejpj^^^jtp  this  committee  sp  flppointe4»  to  speak  th^  senti- 
ments, and  consult  their  interests.    This  committee  fi^ed  upoi| 
a  sub-committee  of  sey^n  or  more  to' deliberate,  and  report  the 
result  of  their  deliberations ;  and  before  any  determination  was 
reaelved  on,  the  seiithnents  of  oar  fellow  citizens  of  every  per- 
siiai^pn  «rer^  ^onv^Hed^  and  the  proceedings  became  ihen  the  re- 
salt  of  experience,  wisdom,  and  mature  deliberation.     They  ' 
kept  regator  hooks,  and  registers,  and  the  utmost  harmony,  or* 
dec^  andYegolarity  prenuled  in  all  their  disenssions.    If  he  were 
rigbtly  infetmed,  fer  he  had  not  the  honor  of  being  ai,  nor  had 
he  i^ceiived  any  invttalioii  to  attend  the  late  meetings,  every  step 
they  had  taken  was  irregular.    They  assembled  without  autho- 
rity.   They  voted  themselves  the  Catholic  body,  and  appointed 
oommitlees  and  delegates,  as  ^ey  thought  ftt.     He  enquired,  if 
they  k^^  bcx>ks,  papers,  or  Agisters ;  if  they  had  had  a  Secre* 
tatry,  or  if  any  dotcuments  of  their  proceedings  could  be  pro- 
dewed.    (Mr.  Bdward  Moere  then  declared,  he  had  acted  some-* 
times  as  Secretary  ;  in  general  they  had  no  Secretary  at  alt ;  And- 
Mr.  Ryan  added,  that  any  papers  or  documents  of  thoi^  pro- 
ceedings that  existed,  were  in  the  hands  of  LoniFingall).     Mr. 
keogh  proceeding,  said  it  wi»  clear,  thai  nothing  but  confusion, 
disofder,  and  irregularity  could  prevail  at  these  meetings.    The 
perjon  too,  who  had  c<onvened  them^  had  assumed  an  high  and 
important  character;  the  first  in  dignity  and  im))ortance.  that 
the  Catholics  could  confer.    As  plenipotentiary  for  the  Catho* 
lies,  iie  had  commenced  a  correspondence  with  his  Majesty's 
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1806.  body,  and  ought  to  fafB  deposited  with  the  Chair- 
man for  further  consideration* 
Debate  on  ^hc  2d  rcsolution*  produced  a  most  intempe- 
Resofati^  rate  debate,  which  lasted  for  two  days  of  very 
stormy  discussion.  This  prevented  the  other  reso- 
lutions from  being  brought  forward.  They  all 
tended  to  secure  the  Catholic  bddy  from  being 
dictated  to,  and  managed  by  any  man  of  men  likely 
to  be  actuated  by  motives  or  views  of  ambition  or 
interest :  as  manifestly  appeared  by  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Lynch  on  th^t  occasion.  ♦ 

"  I  must,  howcrt'^er,  again  earnestly  beseech  this 
meeting  not  to  confound  the  Catholic  cause  with 
that  of  an  individual.    ,The  Catholic  committee  in 
1792,  emancipated  theinsjelves  from  the  thraldom  ' 
of  some  of  the  most  respectable  members  of  our 

ministers ;  a  correspondence,  that  w^s  become  the  general  topic' 
of  conversation  in  the  metropolis,  and  would,  as  the  assizes  were 
approaching,  become  the  table,  chat  of  every  society  in  the 
country.  The  substance  of  the  correspondence  had  crept  inte 
the  public  prints ;  part  of  it  had  been,  laid  before  one  of  those 
meetings,  which  ^as  held  at  Mr.  Eyan's,  and  public  rumour, 
had  coupled  it  with  a  promise  of  a  very  lucrative  employments 
He  submitted,  that  those  letters  were  now  become  the  property 
of  the  Catholic  bod}'',  and  begged  to  koow,  if  they  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  to  the  meeting  held  at  Mr.  Ryan's,  or 
whether  they  were  then  forthwith  coming/' 

•  "  Resolvep,  That  the  last  meeting  at  Malborough  Street, 
'*  .stands  accused  of  having  been  brought  about,  Jby  private  invi- 
tation and  partial  selection,  at  oace  degrading  to  the  honor* 
able  course  of  our  proceedings,  derogatory  from  the  dignity, 
and  injurious^to  the  interests  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  ;  and 
that  it  is  the  right  of  Homan  Catholics  to  enquire,  and  deter- 
"  mitie,  whether,  or  how  far,  they  haye  been  deluded,  or  be- 
"  trajred.'' 
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body,  who  though  distinguished  by  rank  and  for-, 
tune,  were  unable  to.  stand  up  against  the  weight 
of  the  Catholic  cause ;  and  were  crushed  under  its 
magnitude..  You  all,  or  mos*  of  you,'  remember 
it.  Will  you;  now  tamely  submit  to  be  held  in 
Jeading  strings,  to  be  moved  backwards  or  for- 
wards according  to  the  views  and  conceptions  of 
one,  two,  or  three  individuals?  Are  you  un- 
equal to  the  perception  of  your  own  interests,  and, 
is  the  capacity  of  managing  them  vested  alone  in 
those  one,  two,  or  three  individuals  ?  I  do  pro- 
test, I  believe  these  gentlemen  to  be  in  many 
points  respectable,  but  I  cannot  subscribe  to  the 
doctrine^  that  to  them  solely  we  should  trust  the 
management  of  our  coQcems ;  or  on  their  wisdom, 
integrity,  and  experience  so  perfectly,  rely,  as  to 
repose  upon  our  pillows  without  fear  or  suspicion 
as  to  the  event.  What  is  it  we  call  for  ?  Wliat  Is 
it  we  propose  to  you?  I'll  tell  you.  We  propose 
to  take  you  out  of  the  hands  of  any  man,,  or  of 
any  set  of  men ;  and  redeliver  to  the  exercise  of 
your  own  judgments,  the  superintendancc  of  your 
highest  interests.  We  propose  to  you  to  form  a 
comrnittee  from  your  aggregate  body,  taken  by 
your  own  choice  from  the  most  respectable  of  your 
clergy,  your  landed  proprietors,  your  merchajnts 
and  traders,  and  your  several  learned  professions, 
(yqur  Peers  being  standing  members  thereof.) 

*\  We  propose  by  this  measure  to  render  it  im- 
possible for  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  Peer^  or  Com- 
moner, to  go  up  in.  your  nameto  tlie  minister,,  and 
to  anticipate  the  movements  of  the  Catholic  body^ 
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1806,    We  propose^  yblit  coitimlttee  si^ould  kct,  should 
tbrak,  should  speak  (btifou  ;  because  sudi  a  com- 
mittee, being  the  trustee's  of  yout  own  &ppbittfc- 
menty  would  khfen  think,  act,  and  speak  as  your- 
selves.    In  a  word,  we  propose  to  rfefadet*  it  mo- 
rally impossible,  that  any  party  small  Ih  iiumbeir 
-or  otherwise,  shbuld  have  uudue  Weiglit  of  sway 
aittohg  you;  and  above  all  impossible,  thit  ytyii 
should  be  th6  tool  of  any  )party/* 
Mr.  Kyra't    'Oh  tliis  occasiou  Mr.  Rvan  having  diesired  ti> 
deuce  witii  read  to  the  meetlrig  the  copied  of  his  letters  to  Mr. 
deiiMited    t'ox,  which  at  a  former  meeting  he  had  said,  hfe 
cilVi^  must  write  to  Mr.  Fox  to  procure,  was  charged 
with  want  of  ttieniory  or  candoh     The  lecture  bf 
them  was  resisted,  and  they  A^ere  deposited  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  O'Connor  the  Chairman  at  that 
meeting,  as  appears  by  Mr.  Ryan's*  letter  pub- 
lished in  his  narrative,  Vvhich  also  tellds  to  o^ii  thfe 
spirit  and  effect  of  thisiiileeting  at  the  Hepositbry. 

*  From  the  FreemftfiVJourilal  of  the  I  Ith  August,  l€40 

*'  Dear  Sir, 
*'  Being  iDformedjlhis  evening,  that  tt  is  likely  some  p^rson^ 
**  who  helcT  a  meeting  this  ()ay  in  Essex-street  may  demand  of 
**  you  the  letters,  which  I  deposited  in  your  hands  9<mie  lim^ 
"  iigb  at  a  (Catholic  Meteting  held  at  th^  Repository  in  StophenV- 
«^  Greeu^  I  have  to  repeat  what  I  fortnerly  comnMnicated  ver- 
'^  bally  to  yoUi^hat  IshitUnot  consent  to  have  the  letters  in 
**  question  delivered  to  those  persons,  and,  therefore,  \  have 
to  iif^sfst^lhat  you  will  retain  ihem*  The  two  r^a^Oto^  thai  in* 
dtiee  tn«^o  objieet  to  tlte  production  of  the  lettlers,  arife  these ; 
'*  FtrA^  that  the  present  iCommittee  is  not  autjiorisH  to  eotnr 
into  any  investigation  of  thorny  91s  «uch  authority  was  denied 
to  the  Members  of  it  in  every  parish  in  Dublin  except  two, 
••  namely,  Francis^ street^  and  A>rah  Quay.     And  besides,  this 
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Tlie   first   person,    who  rose  to  speak  to    the     *«**^ 
decoad  resolution,  was  Mi*.  M*DonocH,  wliouri- Debate o« 
reservedly   avowed  himself  the  person,    who  ad-  rn^Zt. 
vised  Mr.    R^an  to  call  the  meeting  alUtded  to 
rn    the  resolution.     Notices  liad   beieti  sent,    he 
^id,  to  almost  every  person  in  the  city,  \dio  was 
known  to  have  been  active  in  the  proceedings  of 
last  year.     It  could  not  be  denied,  that  the  itieet- 
«igs  of  1805  were  very  select,  and  comprized  Hit 

*•  khfo  CMftttiittee  is  ^f^y  diilercntly  coiisthvited  Aiom  the  one, 
**  wbidi  w«s  coQ|empialfid»  when  I  proposed  to  4^«r  my  kt^ 
*'  tecs  for  enquiry.  My  second  reasoo  h,  that  I  have  grouodji 
**  to  justify  me  in  concluding',  that  no  very  impartial  investiga- 
^  lion  livoaki  take  plac^.  I  have  only  further  to  say,  that  it  is 
^  iny  most  anxious  desir^,  that  a  fair;  imfjanial,  atid  candid 
''  «90itt&iidiMD  of  those  iMMit  should  be  immeilid^y  insliiMoi 
'*  by  ^nen,  who  fvould  have  for  diefr  object  the  altainmeat  of 
**  truth,  and  who  would  not  be  warped  by  foul  and  ma)ieiott# 
**  jealousy.  I  would,  therefore,  propose,  that  even  my  accu- 
'<  sers  may  nominate  any  given  number  of  men,  and  I  shati  ' 
"  ttitaie  an  eqnal  number  of  acknowMged  men  of  honor,  and 
'*  to  tbirm  I  wiH  submit  tbe  invesltgaition  soaght  for ;  but  on  no 
*.*  other  terms  fhaii  I  evier  give  my  sanction  to  such  a  prooeed*- 
^  ing^  and  I  am  sure  you  will  agree  with  merthat  if  this  |jirp- 
*^  posal  be  not  accepted,  that  these  men,  who  are  now  clamo- 
^  rotfs  for  en<|uiry,  are  not  solely  actnated  by  the  motives  rhey 
f*  pMfeas.  I  have  again,  ISir,  to  repeat,  that  I  do  insist  jby  let* 
^  tors  will  not  be  given  up  by  you  to  any  body  of  men  withoat 
^*  my  consent.  You  hold  them  ak>ne  by  my  permission,  as  the 
''  resolution  respecting  them,  which  was  intended  to  be  pro- 
'^  posed,  was  not  brought  forward  ^  the  day  I  banded  them  to 
**  yoa>  because  the  party,  who  meant  to  support  it,^'^^  con- 
^  scionait  wouU  be  negatived/\ 

V 

f  mn  your  ob^ieftt  humble  sefvant, 

.  /AMES  RYAN. 
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property  and  respectability  of  the  country';  and 
had  the  support  and  approbation  of  those  very 
gentlemen,  who  then  thought  proper  to  condemn 
recent  meetings  exactly  similar.  The  habeas  corpus 
sus[>ension  act  was  in  farce,  when  the  meethig  of 
the  1st  of  March  was  callecl ;  and  he  appealed  to 
the  honor  and  candor  of  gentlemen,  whetlier  any 
other  mode  of  collecting  the  sense  of  the  Catho- 
lies  could  be  resorted  to.  He  had  selected  a  com- 
mittee  out  of  the  most  respectable  of  their  persua- 
sion, such  as  no  man  could  object  to ;  and  as  he 
saw  gentlenaen  obstinately  bent  upon  carrying  the 
proposed  resolution,  he  would  not  remain  to  have 
a  censure  passed  on  his  conduct,  which  he  trusted 
would  meet  the  approbation  of  a  more  impartial 
meeting  of  his  fellow  citizws.  Mu  McDonnell 
then  retired.  The  debate  continued  for  some  time, 
and  after  much  confusion  adjourned  to  the  next 
day.  Mr.  M'Doqnell  reappeared  ^at  tlie  adjourned 
'  iti^eting  on  the  ujext  day  with  several  persons,  who 
|)ad  not  attended  on  the  first  day  of  thecfebate. 
But  the  intemperate  confusion,  into  which  the 
meeting  was  thrown,  lasted  several  hours;  and 
the  tumultuary  scene  was  closed  by  a  motion  for 
adjournment  for  one  month,  which  was  with  gi-eat 
difficulty  put,  bat  carried  unanimously. 
Diflftcuiuc*  The  ferment,  into  which  the  public  mind  in 
the oonvpn- Dublin  was  worked  up  by  the  intemperate  decla- 
tionAct  ^jation  of  opposite  ^partizans  at  the  late  Catholic 
meetings,  was  partially  allayed  by  the  open  notice 
and  comments  on  the  Convention  Act  in  the  dif- 
feient  periodical^  publications.     It  was  a  sore  and 
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embarrassing  warning  to  the  Catliolice,  viib  natu- 
rally and  justly  wished  to  enjoy  a  full^  &ir^  and  ef- 
ikient  organ,  thorough  which  to  convey  their  gricv>- 
ances.  to  the  Throne  or  Parliaipent.  They  W0re  ad- 
vised, that  the  proviso  in  the  Con ventiott  Act, 
that  nothing  therein  contained  should  prevent  the 
right  qf  bis  Majesties  su^ects  to  petition  his  Ma^ 
jesty  or  the  Parliamenty  kept  alive  and  open  to 
them  all  practicable  and  peaceable  means  of  leairn* 
ing  and  coUecting  the  ^sense  of  iiadividuals,  as  well 
^  as  of  conveying  it  in  the  form  of  a  petition  to  the 
Throne  or  Senate :  which  could  not  be  otherwise 
eflfected,  than  by  some  sort  of  representation  or  de- 
legation; more  especially,  where  the  number  of 
the  complainants  amounted  to  more  tl?an  five  ipil- 
.lions.  The  Cofi.v(9ntiaii  Act,  which  p^^secl  lu  1 793, 
was  oue  of  the  balefnl  measures  of  the  Pitt  system ; 
to  muzzle  the  victim  before  tlie  infliction  of  tor- 
ture :  to  render  the  voice  of  the  subject  equally 
unproductive  of  preventjon  and  redr^s^.  Jt  h^cl 
for  13  years  since  its  ienactm^Dt  lain  dorm^Qt :  and 
the  Catholics  had  been  permitted  without  interrup- 
tion by  every  administration*  during  that  period 

*  It  was  reserved  for  the  Richmond  administration  first  to  act 
upon  this  statute,  which  had  slept  for  18  years,  when  Mr.  W^ 
\V.  Pole  the  Irish  aijnister  wrote  the  fojlowing  circuit  letter  t© 
every  sheriff  ai>d  piagistrate  throughout  Ireland  without  any- 
previous  notice  or  warning  to  any  of  the  supposed  offenders 
against  the  law. 

•'  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  12,  1811. 

*'  Sir, 
"  It  being  reported,  that  the  Roman  Catholics  1o  the  county  of 
'*  are  to  be  called  together,  or  have  been  called 
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^J^JJ^  to  collect  and  express  the  will  of  their  body  in  the 
way  most  agreeable  to  themselves..  Their  internal 
differences  upon  the  most  efficient  and  dignified 
manner  of  attaining  their  object  broke  not  into 
the.  peace  of  the  public,  and  must  have  gratified 
those,  whose  policy  it  ever  was  to  divide  and 
weaken  that  body.  The  Catholics  in  Dublin,  and 
in  some  of  the  counties  held  meetings,  at  which 
Address  to  they  rcsolvcd  upon  addressing  their  new  Lord 
Lkutenaii\  Litutcuant.     The  address  from  the  Roman  Catho- 

**  together^  to  nominate  or  appoint  persons  or  represeotatives« 

'^  delegates  or  Managers,  to  act  on  their  behalf  as  members  of 

"  an  unlawful  assembly,  sitting  in  Dublin,  and  calling  itself  the 

"  Catholic  committee,  yon  are  required,  in   pursuance  of  the 

"  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  33d  of  the  King,  chap.  29.  to 

«  cause  la  be  arrested,  and  to  commit  to  prison  (unless  bail  shall 

**  be  given,)  all  persons  within  your  jurisdiction,  whp  shall  be 

"  guilty  of  giving,  or  having  given,  or  of  publishing,  or  hav- 

*'  ing  published,  or  of  causing,  or  having  caused  to  be  given  or 

"  published,  any  written  or  other  notice  of  the  election  and  ap- 

"  pointment,  in  any  manner,  of  such  representative,  delegate 

"  or  manager  as  aforesaid ;  or  of  attending,  voting,  or  acting, 

«*  or  of  having  attended,  voted,  or  acted  in  any  manner,  in  the 

"  choice  or  appointnient  of  such  representative,  delegate  or 

"  manager.     And  you  are  to  communicate  these  directions,  as 

t'  far  a^  lies  in  your  power,  forthwith,  to  the  several  magistr«4es 

•*  of  the  said  county  of 

*'  N.'  B.  Sheriffs  are  to  act  under  the  warrant  of  magistrates, 
''  in  cases,  where  the  crime  has  been  committed. 

"  By  command  of  his  Grace  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

» 

"  W.  W.  POLE^ 


"  To ,  &c.  &c.  &c.' 
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lies*,  sliews  the  general  sentiments  of  the  body  at  ,Jf^ 
that  period  towards  the  new  ministry. 

'^  To  his  Grace  John  Duke  of  Bedford,  Lord  Lieu-^ 
tenant  General  and  General  Governor  of  Ire- 
land. 

**  The  most  dutiful  and  humble  address  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
and  of  sundry  others  of  that  persuasion,  his 
Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects. 

**  We,  his  Majesty's  most  loyal  subjects,  Roman 
Catholics,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  Grace,  with 
our  most  humble  and  sincere  congratulations,  on 
your  arrival  to  govern  this  part  of  the  ^Unrted 
Kingdom.     Deeply  sensible  of  our  most  gracious 

*  It  was  presented  to  his  Excellency  at  the  Castle  on  Toes  j 
dgy  the  29th  of  April  1800.     It  was  signed  by 

The  Earl  of  Fingall  Sir  Francis  Goold,  Bart. 

The  Earl  of  Kenmare  ♦  Robert  Caddell 

*  Lord  Gormanstown,  1      ^  Philip  Roche 
Premier  Vise,  of  Irel.  3      *  Hiehard  O'Shett 

^  Lord  Vise.  Southwell  *  James  Nangle 

Lord  trimlestown  •  D.  W.  O'Reilly 

Hon.  Robert  Planket  *  Richard  Bolger 

Hon.  Charles  Southwell  *  John  Fitzsimons 

*  Sir  Edw.  Bellew,  5art;  *  Hugh  Hamill 

*  Sir  H.  O  R(^Uly.  Bart,      •  John  Roche, 
Sir  Thos.  Burke,  Bart. 

And  upwards  of  1000  i-espectable  Roman  Catholic  gentlemen 
£roin  diflerent  parts  of  Ireland. 

N.  B.  Those  marked*  were  at  the  presentation. 
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2f^  Sovereign's  mo$.t  concJesceuding  benignity,  in 
every  instance,  we  acknowledge  more  than  com- 
mon gratitude,  for  this  last  and  conspicuous  mark 
of  his  paternal  regard  In  the  new  choice  of  bis 
confidential  servants,,  be  has  most. wisefy/ consulted 
the  glory  of  the  Empire,  in  the  selection  of  a  no- 
bleman to  fill  the  high  office  of  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  wliose  rank  adds  splendor  to  dignity, 
wlK>se  cliaracter  inspires  trust,  and  wbos^  naiAe 
poasesses  an  hereditary  title  to  our  affections  and 
attachment.  We  reverently  admbre  bis  M^e^ty's 
tender  considerations  for  the  interest  and  feelings 
of  his  loyal  Irish  people.  We  therefore  with  unor 
mmou9  joy,  hail  the  appointment  of  yoqr  Grace,^ 
as  the  omen  of  royal  favour,  and  as  tbie  declara- 
tion  of  his  Majesty's  most  gracious,  pleaswe,  to 
strengtbien  th.is  part  of  bis  Empire,  and  give  the 
most  beneficent  exertion' to  the  existing  laws, 

*^  Thus  it  Will  be  the  atcbievementofyouj  Grace's 
administration  to  have  guided  a  salutary  and  com* 
prehensive  scheme  of  policy,  to  that  glorious  de- 
velopement^  qf  wbiqh  the  advantages  have  been 
in  part  displayed,  a&d  the  important  consequences 
must  be  to  invigorate  the  admirable  British  consti- 
tution by  introducing  a  loyal  people  to  defend  it, 
as  their  own  chief  good« 

"  May  your  Grace7)ermit  us  to  conclude  with  the 
expression  of  those  ^sentiments,  in  which  aU  Irish 
Catholics  can  have  but  one  voice.  Bound  as  we 
are.  to  the  fortunes  of  the  empire,  by  a  remem- 
brance of  what  is  J^ast,  and  the  hope  of  future 
benefits,    by  our   preference  and   by  our  oaths, 
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should  the  wise  gfenerosity  of  out  UwgJvert  vouth-  ^^" 
safe  to  crown  that  hope,  wliich  theif  jtistice  in- 
spires, it  Would  be  no  longer  bUr  itlaty  a^oVe,  but 
our  pride,  to  appear  the  Fortemost  agaihst  approach-         ' 
ing  danger ;  and,  if  riecesj^ry,  to  retntiherate  otiV 
benefactors,  by  the  skcrifice  of  our  lives.* 

To  this  address  his  Ekcellency  was  pleased  to 
give  the  folio wilig  answer : 

"I  feel  great  satrsfacfioh  in  receiving  this  teisti-  ^''^^ 
mouy  of  the  loyal  and  constitutional  sebtinfierits  Lieutenant. 
of  the  very  numerous  and  respectable  body, 
who  have  signed  the  address  now  presented  to 
me,  and  I  cannot  adequately  express,  how  much, 
I  am  gratified^  by  your  recollection  of  the  ser- 
vices of  my  respected  ancestor,  and  by  the  con- 
fidence yoii  repose  iti  tne, .  and  thosie  distinguish- 
ed persons  lately  called  to  the  councils  of  his 
M^yesty.  In  llie  high  sitnaition,  in  whSbli  his 
^'  Majesty  lias  been  gracioiksly  pleased  to  plaCe 
f*  HK,  it  is  nay  first  wish,  as  at  k  my  first  duty, 
^'  to  secure  to  all  classes  and  deseriptionti  of  his 
"  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  part  of  the  United 
''  Kingdom  the  advantages  of  a  mild  and  benefi- 
"  cfcnt  administration.iof  the  law.  With  this  iitt- 
**  portant  object  in  view,  I  entertain  no  doubt, 
^^  that  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the  city 
•*  of  Dublin  will,  by  their  loyalty  to  thre  king, 
their  attachment  to  the  constitution,  and^theit 
afiSsction  to  their  fellow^subjeets,  afforrd  thfe 
^^  strongest  recommendation  to  a  ituvourabte  con- 
•*  fiidcration  of  their  interests/' 
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J^^      In  order  to  prevent  any  mischievous  consc- 

Besoitttkmg  quences  to*  the  body  at  large  from  the  late  divisions 

lie  meeting  and  tumuituary  pioceedmgs  ot  the  Catuoucs  at 

ILet.  **™*  their  different  meetings,  and  with  a  vieiv  to  point 

out  to  their  brethren  the  individuals,  in  v/honi  tlie 

predominating  part  of  the  Catholic  body  princi^ 

pally  confided,  a  y^ry  numerous  and  respectable 

meeting  convened  in  William-street  passed,  and  for 

several  successive  days  published  in  the  daily  prints 

the  following  resolutions ; 

**  ^t  a  meeting  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  held  on 
^'  the  15th  of  April,  1806,  at  the  E^hibitiop- 

^'  |loom,  William-street. 

^*  Doctor  Sheridan  in  the  Chair, 

^'  The  foUqwipg  Resolutions  were  unani^mously 

"  agreed  to ; 

*^  Remojlved,  That  Thomas  Lord  Baron  yrehch 

••  having  formerly  been  one  of  the  |x;r&o|i&  en- 

■^  trusted  by  the  Irisli  Catholics  with  a  most  im- 

/•  portant  mission,  of  which  the  issue  w^as  memo-^ 

''  rable  and   successful;    having  also,  since  that 

^*  time,  persevered  in  his  fidelity  to  the  CathoKc 

•'*  cause,  and  lately  given,ta'decided  proof  of  his 

-'  spirit,  integrity  and  patriotism,    in  opposing, 

*   •'  detecting  and  crushing  a  dishonourable  and 

*••  pernicious   attempt,     the    s^id    Lord    French 

''  justly  and  honorably  enjoys  the  confidence  of 

< '  the  Catholics  of  Dublin,  who  have  immemorial- 

**  ly  proved  themsekres  deserving  of  the  confix- 

**  denceof  all  the  Irish  Catholics,  by  their  ^.cal, 
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vigilance,    activity,    incorruptible  honour,  and  ^^^ 
invincible  perseverance. 

R£SOLV£D,  That  John'  Keogh,  Esq.  of 
Mount  Jerome,  having  devoted  the  best  years 
"  of  a  loiig  and  meritorious  life  to  alleviating  the 
"  calamities  of  penal  law,  and  having  been  the 
**  great  exciter  of  that  spirit,  which  successfully 
"  pleaded  for  our  deliverance,  and  received  a  fit 
"  reward  in  the  admiration  of  his  fellow  Catho- 
*'  lies ;  having  also  in  a  late  instance  set  aside  ^ 
^^  the  consideration  of  years,  infirmity,  full  ser- 
^'  vices  and  private  friendship^  and  come  forth  to 
'^  rescue  the  Catholics  from  a  mischief,  that 
"  threatened  to  undo  his  labours ;  and  having 
"  lastly  declared,  that  he  oflTers  the  remainder  of 
'^  his  life  to  the  same  objects,  to  which  lie  had 
dedicated  all  his  former  existence,  the  said  John 
Keogh,  Esq.  has  thereby  added,  not  to  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Roman  Catholics,  which  always 
reposed  in  him,  but  to  our  gratitude,  and  to  his 
merits,  and  to  the  just  authority  of  his  name. 
"  Resolved,  That  the  above  resolutions  be 
^^  inserted  in  the  Dublin  Papers. 

J.  BERNARD  CLINCH,  Sec."  . 
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The  Halcyon  prospects,  which  Ireland  entertain-*  Nature  of 

1    .,  II  ,.         •     .  II  th<ft  address 

ed  from  the  change  or  mmisters,  produced  numer- proposed  to 
OU8  addresses  from  particular  bodies  or  tlescriptions  i;,eute?wat. 
of  the   inhabitants   to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.     It 
must  be  allowed,  that  most  of  them  were  monitory 
and.significant.     They  conveyed  not  to  the  seat  of 
government  the   usual  adulatory  congratulations 


» 
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J^^  tipon  til*  iBcrfe  circriiiistahce  of  change  :  but  em- 
phatically referred  to  thfe  political  circuttistAnces, 
under  which  Xht  addi^ssers  (they  had  their  local* 

*  As  the  Catholic  population  of  Ireland  constitutes  so  de- 
cidecl  a  majority  of  the  nation,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  histo* 
riah  to  bring  before  the  public  such  of  th^ir  acts  and  sentiments, 
as  affect  the  public  weal.-  The  indiridiials^  who  compose  the  ag- 
gregate of  the  five  millions,  of  which  Catholic  It'eland  consists, 
will  as  naturally  differ  from  eatoh  other  upon  political  ^pics,  as 
5fiOOfiOO  human  beings  of  any  other  description.     But  wher^ 
one  common  object  occupies  the  wishes  and  rouses  the  energies 
of  the  wholly  their  subordinate  differences^  as  to  the  models  of 
irttaining  it,  prdvie  their  sincerity  and  perseverance,  which  must 
littitAately  be*ci»ttned  with  success^    This  appears,  from  the  foK 
lowing  resolutions  of  an  occjtsional  meeting  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  Dublin,   whicli    speak    too.  intelligibly  to  need 
Comment* 

^*  At  a  meeting  of  Catholic  gentlemen,  held  in  Dublin,  on  the 

"  3d  of  Aj^ril,  1806. 
''  Jetmbs  Nangle  of  Kildalkey,  Esq.  in  the  chair.^^ 

*'  It  was  unanimously  agreed  upon,  that  as  the  parochial 
meetings  in  Dublm  have  within  these  few  days  appointed 
agents  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  an  address  to  His  Grace 
*'  thfe  Duke  of  Bedford,  on  the  par^  of  the  Catholics  of  the  city 
*'  of  Dublin  exclusively,  and  of  farther  superintending,  on  thenr 
,  **  part  only,  thb  concerhs  of  the  Catholic  body.  We  conceive 
**  it  to  be  of  much  importance  to  that  body,  that  its  nobility, 
,"  clergy  and  gentry,  its  landed  interest,  its  learned  professions, 
"  its  merchants,  traders  and  other  inhabitants,  resident  iii  the 
'*'  cotintry  parts  of  Ireland,  sbonHd  be  likewise  provided  with  i 
*'  liiedium  near  the  sesit  of  govemnienty  through  which  equnlty 
'*  to  express  their  sentimexits,  feelings  an'd  wishes,  and  by  me^ns 
*'  of  which  to  promote  their  respective  interests^     * 

"  The  expediency  of  such  a  measure  at  this  present  time,  is 
*'  obvious.  We  do  Indulge  in  a  well  gVounded  hopi^,  that  thfe 
**  Iaws>  which  Still  nflect  q$»  wi(],  tbroogb  the  wise  and  benignanl 


St 


4t 


Administratien  6f  the  DuUe  €f  Bedford.  SsS 

and  peculiar  feelings)  felt  themselves  aggrieved,  or  ^^^^ 
hoped  to  be  bisinefittd.    A  petitioii  from  the  Gathd- 

I 

*'  sQggeslioDS  of  our  gracious  sovereigji,  b6  taken  into  early  eon- 
*'  sideration  by  those  Tirtuous  and  illustrious  mea,  #hom  he  has 
^'  been  lately  pleased  to  csdl  to  his  councils.  Experience  has 
'*  moreover  proved  to  us^  that  the  superintendance  of  our  inte- 
**  rests  cannot^  with  a  f  iew  to  thj^ir  final  sucCes^,  and  with  a 
"  doe  consideration  of  tb^  good  ortfei*,  welfare  and  ptt>sperity 
*'  of  tile  empire  at  large,  be  with  safety  etitrusted  to  any  others 
"  bmong  usy  than  thtfse^  who  shall  indade  with  them  the^most 
"  attainable  weighty  talent  and  property  of  the  Catholics  of 
"  Ireland. 

"  Influenced  by  thesfe  considerations^  We  ha^fe  formed  oar- 
**  seltes  into  an  association,  in  ^ich  we  hope,  shaU  be  com- 
prised the  full  respectability  of  the  Catholic  foody.  Its  ob- 
ject shall  be  earnestly,  but  temperately,  to  embrace  etery 
**  favourable  occasion,  that  may  offer,  to  accomplish  the  removal 
**  of  those  legal  restrictions,  under  which  we  still  labour ;  a  mea- 
**  sure  of  policy,  to  which  We  fondly  look^  not  only  to  produce  the 
^'  amelioratioki  of  odr  own  particular  condition,  but  as  the  most 
**  direct  means  of  concentrating  the  res6arces,  perfecting  iht 
"  strength,  and  wielding  against  the  enemies  of  the  British  £m- 
"  pire^  its  iinrestrained  and  undivided  energies. 

**  Resolved,  That  Counsellor  Fitzsimon,  be  requested  'to  act 
«*  as  Secretary  to  this  Associations 

'^  HesoLveD,  That^our  Chairman  and  Secretary  be  directed  |6 
**  give  intimation  of  our  proceedings  to  the  Catholic  noblemea 
'*  and  principal  gentlemen  of  Ireland,  and  to  request  their  co- 
*'  operation.  ' 

*'  Resolved,  That  our  thanks  be,  and  are  hereby  given  to 
''  Jamtes  Nangle,  Esq.  for  his  proper  conduct  in  the  chair. 

*'  Resolved/  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  pub* 
*'  lished  in  the  Evening  Herald,  and  in  the  Doblin  Evening 
*'  Post. 

'•  JAMES  NANGL5,  Chairman. 

"  M.  FITZSIMON,  Secbetart.- 
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]^^  lies  of  Newry,  presented  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
on  the  1st  of  May,  contained  this  manly  admonn 
tory  language  :  *'  We  contemplate,  in  this  event, 
a   sure  pledge  of  that   equal   administration, 
which  has  been  the  object  of  our  wishes,  and 
which  has  appeared  to  be  the  more  removed 
from  us,  as  the  laws  to  our  disqualification  have 
been  repealed.     To  those  principles  of  constitu- 
tional freedom,  of  which  your  illustrious  family 
have  ever  proved  themselves  the  advocates,  'Hve 
are  devotedly  attached.     We  revere  the  British 
''  constitution^  and  we  hope  from  an  enlightened 
legislature,  an  entire  participation  of  its  fran- 
chises; we    wait  this    consummation  of   our 
hopes.     Meanwhile,    under  your  Grace's  admi- 
nistration, we  do  not  fear,  but  we  shall  expe- 
*'  rience,   that  the  relaxation  of  the  penal  laws, 
•*'  under  which  we  and  our  forefathers  have  so  se- 
**  verely  suffered,   shall  not  have  been  in  vain. 
"  While    the  magistracy,    the  army,  places  of 
•^  subordinate  trust  and  profit  have  been  made  ac- 
**  cessible  to  persons  of  our  persuasion,   we  have 
*^  seen  a  jealous  and  exclusive  spirit,  rendering 
**  those  concessions  nugatory.     Our  poor,  our  in- 
**  dusti*ious  labourer   and  mechanic,    have   been 
•*  made  to  suffer,   under  the  partial  exercise  of 
**  ill-understood  and  ill-executed  local  authority ; 
**  and  having  no  other  medmm  of  judging  of  the 
^*  spirit  of  his  Majesty's  government,  tliey  have 
'*  been  at  times  led  to  fear  it  was  adverse  to  their 
*^  happiness;      We  bless  the   Divine  disposer  of 
^^  events,  that  au  asra  more  auspicious  ojiens  to 
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ouir  country,  and  to  u«.     No  longer  shall  we     ^^^• 
see  power  abused,  to  the  oppression,  of  those, 
^^  for  whose  protection  it  was  designed ;  jnor  shall 
^*  the  character  of  a  loyal  people  be  niisrepresent- 
*'  ed  by  those,  who  seek  their  del^yisement/* 

The  county  of  Wexford  had,  on  the  lOth'ofi^****^"* 
April,  come  to  a  string  of  resolutions,  in  which  ty  of  wcj^- 
they  expressed  their  unlimited  confidence  in  govern- 
ment to  grant  them  redress,  at  the  time,  and  in 
the  qualified  manner*  they  should  think  best  * 
^^  We  place  the  highest  reliance  on  the  candour 
^^  and  integrity  of  those  great  and  distinguished 
cttaracters,  called  at  a  trying  and  arduous  mo- 
ment into  his  Majesty's  councils,  and  we  con- 
template with  pride  and  pleasure,  a  combina- 
tion so  powerful,  of  worth  and  talent,  support- 
ing the  real  interests  of  the  country  ; 

Resolved,  that  in  soliciting  our  emancipa- 
tion, we  have  just  reason  to  consult  the  wisdom  of 
government,  and  not,  by  any  premature  or  un- 
timely agitation  of  clc^ims,  embarrass  ministers 
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^*  at  tliis  critical  season,'' 

Their  subsequent  address  to  the  Lord  Lieute^ -^Z^'*'^^' Z"*' 
nant  expressed  their  confidence  in  his  Grace's  gor  ofwexfooj, 
vernment  for  the  extinction  of  religious  animosi-  others  tc 
ties,  and  a  ^ecfsonable  participation  of  the  benefits  uemenant, 
of  thp  constitution,  with  their  Protestant  brethreji. 

Tiie  county  of  Clare,*  and  several  other  bodies 

■ » 

*  At  a  meeting  of  the  CsthoUcs  of  the  county  of  Clare^  at 
Ennis,  on  the  3 1st  of  March,  Mr.  O'Gorman^  though  strongly 
recommending  plenitude  of  confidence  in  the  ministers,  held  this 
prudeiH  and  cautionary  languiige :  '<  Thoqgh  I  v^'oqld  strongly 
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.^^J*^fv^  of  Catholics,  that  separately  addressed  the  LoYA 

Lieutenant,  expressed  their  entire  Gonfidencc  in 

the  netv  ministers,  and  disclainied  any  itktentiOYi 

or  wish  to  limit  their  assumed  zeal  in  the  Gaibolib 

cause  either  to  ^me  or  rheasum 

AAiressPi     Cohgratulatorv  addresi^s  came  in  from  the  dif- 

ratmns  to    fcrent  corporations ;  all.  of  one  general  tendency, 

ijeuiwLnt ;  referring  tq  the  government  of  his  Excdlency'$ 

^aV  ^to  Jhegi:andfather,  and  expressive  of  national  cosiiidence 

tiiaiicciior.,-^  the  nai^e  of  Russell.     The  nation  in  geperal 

anticipated!  from  the  spirit  and  fortune   of  the 

Duke  of  Bedford  a  greater  display  of  splendor  and 

hospitality,   than  had  for  m^ny  j-ears  graced  the 

"  recommend  confideoce  in  the  present  administration,  let  me 
'^  iiot  be  understood  to  say,  that  our  claims  should  be  put  off 
"  sine  die;  no,  let  us  judge  of  the  present  administration  fa- 
"  vourably,  but  let  us  decide  on  the  evidence  of  facts  only.  No, 
"  I  trust  no  Catholic  will  ever  lose  sight  of  this  question:  I 
"  trust  from  the  peer  or  grand  juryman  to  the  meanest  peasant, 
"  a  sense  of  the  justice  of  their  cause  will  pervade  all ;  that  day 
and  night  it  will  be  before  their  eyes.    They  owe  it  to  them* 
selves,  to  their  country,  to  posterfty  and  l\uniahity.     I  hope 
(to  use  the  language  of  one  of  our  iilustrioos  advocates)  there 
will  be  no  Cath6lic»  tvho  will  not  be  of  opinion,  that  the  de« 
pression  of  the  body  is  not  so  much  the  persecution  of  a  seel 
as  the  tyranny  over  a  people;  and  to  use  the  language  o^ 
"  another  illustrious  advocate  of  the  cause  (Mr.  Fox  himself)  it 
•*  ouj»ht  to  be  otir  duty  to  pursue  this  question  in  ^^ite  df  every 
*'  temporary  obstacle.  Yet  I  would  still  strongly  rercommend  cve- 
^*  ry  Catholic  (though  an  attachment  in  any  administration  to  the 
'^  treasure  should  enter  strongly  into  his  calculation  in  the  sup- 
*^*  port  he  gave  them,  and  should  even  form  the  basis  of  that 
^'  support)  to  wait  chearfuMy  and  dutifully ;  he  should  recollect 
"  the  strength  and  growth  of  the  cause,  and  that  imprudence 
"  or  Ltttemperance  could  alone  endanger  its  ultimate  success/^ 
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C^stfe-     The  latter  part  of  Lord  Hardwicke's  ad-  ^  ^ 
miDistration  h^d  been  marked  by  re$trictioas  in  the 
vicer^^aJl  fixpenditures,  wivch  wore  the  appearance 
of  the  meanest;   p^rsjinpny.      They  were  usually 
placed  to  the  account  of  the  ceconQoiizing  direc- 
ti^iis  of  Or,  Lind$?iy,  tb*  Scotch  prelate  of  KiU 
dftre,    An  awldress  w^s  presented  to  the  new  Clian- 
celjor,  Mr.  Q.  Poasjonby,  by  the  Munster  bar,  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  on  the  lOth  of  April,  to 
which,  the  best  retwn,  he  said,  he  cotuld  make, 
was  a  pleclge  of  his  constant  endeavours  to  dis- 
dbarge  with  diligence^  ^nd  integrity  the  duties  of 
the  great  trust  bi^  Majesty  had  placed  in  him.  On 
the  9$\h  of  April,  the  gentlemen  of  the  Irish  bar 
met,  in  pursuance  qf  ootice,   in  the  Chancery 
chamber,  for  the  purpose,  of  qonsidering  of  an  ad- 
dress^ congratulating  the  Lard  High  Chancellor 
of  Ireland  op  his.  appQintment  to  that  high  judi^ 
ciaL  station*    Mr.  Saurin,  as  one  of  the  coipmi'ttee 
€9X  preparing  the  address,  produced  a  copy  of  it, 
which  was  ananimously  and  instantly  adopted  ; 
and  he  then  moved,  that  it  should  be  presented  by 
the  Attornjey  General.     Mr.  Bethel  rose  and  said, 
|hat  no  man  respected,  more  than  he  did,  all  oifi-" 
ci^  and  judicial  authority ;  but  he  begged  it  to  be 
recoilected,  that  the  address,  about  which  there 
could  be  but  one  opinion,  was  the  just  Imd  un- 
t)Qught  tribute  of  the  Irish  bar;  and  that  tliere- 
fore  it  should  be  presented  in  the  m«st  public,  in- 
dependent and  respectisible  manner;  and  he  in-' 
dulged  an  ardent  wish,  that  he  should  see  in  the 
procession  a  man,  who  had  deserved  well  of  the 


334  Tlie  Reign  of  George  III. 

1806.  bar.  A  mat),  who  had  worn  the  King's  gown 
twenty-four  years,  and  had  truly  worn  it  as  the 
mantle  of  honor  and  independence ;  he  meant 
John  Philp&t  Curran.^  Mr.  Saurin  tenaciously 
persisted  in  the  address  being  presented  by  the 
Attorney  General ;  and  it  was  resolved,  that  Mr. 
Sherlock,  the  Father  of  the  Bar,  should  wait  on 
the  Chancellor,  to  learn  when  he  would  be  pleased 
to  receive  it. 
ciiseofMr.  '^'^^  couduct  of  government  to  Mr.  Curran 
curran.  forms  ouc  of  the  most  mysterious  and  important 
transactions  of  this  short-lived  administration, 
in  as  much  as  it  deeply  affected  the  feelings,  in-- 
terests  and  reputation  of  one  of  the  very  few  pub- 
lic characters,  to  which  Ireland  has  unceasingly 
looked  up  with  love,  confidence  and  admiration. 
It  is  an  act  of  national  justice  to  draw  aside  the 
veil,  and  shew  how  her  long  tried  and  trusty  friend 
and  supporter  on  all  occasions,  was  in  this  instance 
treated.  The  Irish  fairly  appreciate  the  sincerity 
and  good  will  of  their  rulers  bv  their  conduct  to- 
wards  those,  who  cordially  espouse  the  people's 
cause.  Mr. 'Curran  opened  his  political  career,  by 
making  his  country's  cause  his  own.  Upon  no 
occasion,  under  no  menace,  under  no  danger,  under 
no  persecution,  under  no  lure,  no  promise,  no  temp- 
tation, did  he  ever  qualify  his  principles,  moderate 
his  zeal,  or  relax  his  energies  in  the  popular  cause. 

^  Thus  early  aad  shrewdly  was  it  anticipated,  that  a  parri- 
ctf^la^feluctance  existed  some  where,  to  bring  those  two  riraLs  Ki\^ 
public  contact. 
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In  the  year  1789,  when  a  torrent  of  misrule  and 
corruption  was  bearing  every  thing  before  it,  Mr. 
Curran  was  one  of  the  select' band  of  patriots,* 
who  formed  a  virtuous  connection  to  stem  it.  In 
settling  amongst  themselves  their  prospective  ar-* 
rangements,  it  was  then  openly  agreed  upon  by 
the  whole  party^  that  if  any  circumstances  should 
arise,  under,  which  it  might  become  honorably 
open  to  them  to  accept  of  office,  it  should  be  on 
the  terms  of  Mr.  G.  Ppnspnby  taking  the  firsf, 
and  Mr«  Curran's  taking  the  second  place  in  the 
course  of  their  professional  advancement.  That 
precedency  to  Mr.  Ponsonby  was  not  then  con- 
ceded from  his  superior  situation  at  the  bar  (Mr. 
Curran  was  then  far  above  him)  but  solely  on  the 
ground  of  his  family  connections  in  the  country. 
Upon  the  basis  of  that  compact,  which  was  aU 
ways  publicly  known  to  the  whole  party,  Lord 
Fitz William,  in  I793i  nominated  Mr.  G.  Ponsonby 
to  the  otficc  of  Attorney  General,  and  Mr.  Curran 
to  the  place  of  Solicitor  General.  On  the  late 
change,  Mr.  Curran  was  the  ohly  interested  mem<p 
her  of  that  party,*  who  remained  in  Ireland.  He 
reposed  in  full  confidence,  that  tlie  compact  was 
still  iu  force;  aiul  when  Mr.  G.  Ponsonby  had 
•accepted  the  seals,  he-  expected,  of  course,  to 
have  been  appointed  to  the  next  attainable  situ^<- 
.^tion,  which  was  the  office  of  Attorney  General, 
It  was,  in  fact,  tlie  only  place  in  the  power  of  the 

•  It  was  a  ^mall  party,  though  powerful  in  talent,  virtue,  &c. 
Th«  Duke  of  Leirisier,  Lord  Ponsonby,  Mr.  Gratvan,  Mr. 
George  Poosonb}',  Mr.  Forbes^  Mr.  Bow«s  Daly^  ^c. 
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^Jf^  new  administratian  to  vacate.  From  its  official 
rank  in  the  goyernment,  it  was  the  natural  pas- 
sage  to  that  place  m  the  King's  Bench^  to  which, 
as  next  in  professional  advancementy  Mr.  Curran 
'Was  entitled  under  the  compact  to  look  up  to. 
^ince  the  final  arrangement  of  the  new  ministry/ 
he  had  been  apprised  by  letters  from  Mr.  Grattan, 
Mr.  Q.  Ponsonby  himself,  and  others  in  London, 
that  his^  interest  bad  been  taken  care  of.  M,u 
Ponsonby  had  moreover  communicated  the  same 
to  a  relation  of  Mr.  Curran's,  then  in  London ; 
directing  him  to  inform  Mr.  Curran,  that  his  place 
of  Attorney  Gmeral  was  fixed  ;  consequently  that 
his  quitting  Ireland  would  be  uspless. 
ihc  Rolls  The  Duke  of  Bedford  soon  after  arrived  in 
5f^'^J^„  Ireland,  and  Mr.  <J.  Ponsonby,  the  new  ChanceU 
lor  became,  to  all  substantial  purposes,  the  Irish, 
minister.  At  the  first  meetliig,  which  was  acci- 
dental, Mr.  Curran  was  assuied  by  the  ChanceU 
ior,  t}mt  liis  friends  had  not  been  unmindful  of 
hinty  and  hoped,  that  he  would  find  every  4:hing 
perfectly  to  his  satisfaction.  Within  some  few 
days,  the  Duke  of  Bedford  sent,  for  Mr.  Plunket^ 
the  then  Attorney  General,  and  assured  him,  thst 
he  was  not  to  be  removed*  To  Mr.  Curran  tlie 
fact  was  incomprehensible.  The  Chancellor  left 
it  in  all  its  darkness  ;'^  for  when  they  ne:ct  met,, 

•  Sensible  of  the  extreme  difficulty  of  rcrifying  certain  secret 
ac^  of  the  Cabinet,  which  are  lievertheless  highly  interesting  to 
the  public  to  be  known,  the  Author  hopes  to  be  justified  in  his 
attempt. to  develope  the  system  of  governing  Ireland,  for  sub* 
mitting  to  the  reader  some  circumslangss,  which  were  at  that 
time  DQt  lighity  believed  by  the  few^  who  were  the  most  pb* 
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s^rvint  of-  Af^  p.ai9i i)^  e^tjfits:<f(  lha(  orilr^il  pnrMi.  ^He  pretends: 
not^to  posses&aay  documeft^.by  H'hioh  be  can  prove  the  full' 
.truth  of  themanoaiivi^e.     He  a&tains,  therefore,  from  mentioR- 
ing  names.    An  intimate  friena  of  ibeweii  A&'orney  deoefaK. 
^o  i*<il*  iW^W  rKiyArfiti^rfto  .dWW  wi^H  iord-Grth^m^dha^ 
MrJ  Pottibniby^  iMder  }C»Mi£^tf«ntttiQl  adl  m'ftfiatgf^M^t^e  ifl' 
faifl^  IircitaA^.weKe.bkel]^^  to  dcvolVe/  and  ^hhing^  to  ttcul^ 
fc^r  his  frieni)  the  knpoictantsittiatipnr  from  ivhii^hhe  hoped  ttr, 
preclude  his  intendied  spccessor^  exerted  his  influence  upon  the 
mihcf  of  ^  feiy  respec^ble  prelate, .  now'  no  moire,  so  succfess- 
filty/  ^^4ve  \n^ii\ii{iii6  it  a^f'&is'bM  pMjfidice^  dtg^ltist; 
JttfO  €kmm    St  i^preidMiid  t6.  the- Reli*.  Pl>^l3ttf  the^iDtreihV 
daf^ev 5>f :  ad«hittiiig^t(q'1)ie -fpfincila  4f  the  eiceooitiTe/ ndi  ihivest^^ 
in^.with.  pplittcal  authprits  the  man  of  Vh9  people,/  whose .cight8[ 
h&  had  aAways  supported  with  such  transcenda^t  ppwer^  and 
wh6  hWidvii^tijd(K^  ciiiik  of  thembst  libtecf  rebefs  iviCd  an' 
MkH  «c^rMy  ^d^i^mt^  iAt\f  'U)^\tf:    Tb^  -■  w  tiame  hi^  id' 
tltd  imfbtlK^t  and<K>nfibaititl>^fQ^t2iMi  oC  hitf'AfAjeWjf^^  iktd#-i 
vney  l^oanfli  woaldbe  |o  let  the  enena^;ilitp  thp  €;^ft|)p^  fund  Mr  v 
render  the  system  at  disoretiqn.    The  reverend  j>rehte»  thought 
formerly  noted  for  his  liberality  of  sentiment,,  was  clectrined 
With* thfe  s^bijiAhiesii^  h1^  ftieaS,  ahd  was  p^rsiiaderf  to exM his 
waim^efti  emrt«  MPi^i  his-  bMtftcff  M  In^Mtd^  tif h6^e^otrinimrin'th^ 
cabinet  was  supposed  to  have  great  weight.  As  soon  as  the  course 
of  the  post  would  allow,  these  y  nfair  representations  from  Ireland 
weredonvev^  dver  tie  heacf  oV  tTieXoidt^ieutenaiit,  aftd  lodged* 
in  tlie'hanas  bf  a  nobl^njember'bf't'he  Bntis^  cabinet,  wlio  pefmit. 
fed  (hftm'tx)  l6se  nbt'hliig  bj'tra^sraission,  and'in  ii.  verysKort  spaqe 
of  time  a  l^<^o  waii^put  upon"  thki  admission  of  Mr.  (Jui-faninto  any* 
,si£uadbn<df  poliiicali  cdfiCdehce' or  pQw^^r,  and  sbchething  lik^  sT 
^e fem'^tory' mandate  was' dispatcbed  to  Ird^^^^     to  confirm  M'rl* 
Ptunkeit  in'his  situation.    If  tliis  account  be  cocrectl  Mr*  Curran 
Ura^'  sacrificed*  to  the  ftitrWues  of*  tHe  secret  cabinet,  arid  \\\xK 
him' were- given  up  tne  principles  oj^.that  party,  which  had  cpme. 
intb'powei',  upotii  the  aVowed  wddertalcing  tQ  cbapg^.tbe  wbon^ 
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^8^  ^  self  from  England,  ^ord  P<!>nsonby,  then  cpmfiiied 
in  London  by  tb^t  sickness/  which  was;  soon  to 
terminate  his  vahiable  life,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cur- 
ran  expressed  hidigfiatioh  kt  the  delay/ which  then 
had  takeii  place  in  effecting  the  appointment  of  the 
office  of  Attorney  Creneral,  as  all  btliers  had  been 
long  settled.  That  letter  Mr.  Curran  shewed  to 
the  Gbaocellor, .  but  be  iFeeeiired  no  explanatioti 
whatever.  After  a  Japsie  of:  some  weeks,  IVfn 
Curfan  vvaitecl  upon  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  by  his 
Grace's  desire,  and  was  then,  to  his  utter  asto- 
nishment^  apprised,  that  ^faew^s  to  be  Master  of 
tiie  Rolls,  as  soon  as. the  neoessary  a:i^raQgemeaes 
should  ba\*€  been  made;  Mr. -CuTrati  had  xiever 
before  seen  the  Duke  of  Bfedfortl,  conse^^^^t^y 
coulji  hot  with,  propriety  allude  tp  any  of  the  com- 
manding filatures  of'  that  t^ian^action,  ^of  which 
his  Grace,  was.  to  be  presumedy' *  as  in  reality  he 
was,  to^glly  4griora6t.  MK  Curiran,  therefore, 
respectfully  retired, '  with  an  almost  decided  pur- 
pose,  to  decline  the  appomtment  It  certainly 
was  adirect  departure  from  tl;^. compact  with  Mr. 

political  system  of  Ireland.  That  Veto  was  put  upon  his  appoint- 
xnent^  precisely  because  ha  was  the  fittest,  the  on)y  man  in  the 
existing  circumstances,  who.couid^  and  it  was  well  know^n,  that 
he  ^f^uld  fill  the  office,  according  to  the  priginal  spirit  of  pa- 
triotism, which  had  brought  the  party  together.  It  is  possible, 
that '  Mr  Grattan  inay  *  have  been  collaterally  topched  by  this 
clandestine ^^^o.  If  it  existed,  it. was  concealed  from  Mr.  Cur- 
ran,  apd  privately  assented  to  by  those,  who  appear  to  .have 
been  calli^d^upon  either  to  communicate  it  t(\  the  party  aflected. 
by  it;  or  to  sacrifice  their  situations  to  the  prinbiple,  upon  which 
i^oy  had  attained  them.  '        -  " 
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Pcmspnby,  and  was  ufiaccoibpani^d  by  any  sympr  ^J^ 
topi .€xplanatory  pr  sympsithetic.  ,  The  plade. itself 
was  the  last  he  could  hs^ve  wished  for ;  it  imposed 
upon  hioi  ^  change  of  all  his  habits  of  .li ife^    It 
f  xcluded  him  from  th^  gi^tification  o£  any  official 
share  indie  admipistiationi  which  be  then  thought 
WQuid  have  consisted  princijially^  if  nc^  altogether^ 
of  t  fie  tried  friends  jqf  If^eiand^    TQ)hiin  it  was  a 
descent^  not  jan  e}evation»     He  was?  oycr:-persuad« 
ad. by  friends  to  fpiiegQ  his  intended  refusal    At 
his  next  (tli^t  too  ^a3  a,  cgsiial)  meeting  vf ith  the 
Chancellor,  he  was  ask^d,  if  he  had  ,se6n  the  Duke 
of  JBedford,  with .  an  c^^ial  expression  of  hope^ 
that  every  thing  was  to  his  satis&ction*      Mn 
Curran's  reply  wa^^  that  Jliis  Grace's  reception  .was 
certainly  courteous.     Even  then,  nbt  word  of  ex- 
planation .  from  the  Chancellor ;  except  that  Sir 
Michael  Smyth  should  be  treated  with  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  resignation.    Thus  was  Mr.  Currau 
thrown  from  the  honorable  certainty  of  a  virtuous 
jcompact,  to  the;  precarious  humiliation  of  a  minis- 
terial job.    .After  many  delays  (perhaps  unavoid- 
able) the  treaty  took   place,  without  the  privity, 
and  certainly  not   tvith  the  approbati<|i^  of  Mn 
Curran.      He  was  afterwards    informed   bv  the 
Chancellor,  that  tlie  arrangement  was  complete: 
that  Sir  lilichael  Smyth  would  resign  on  the  terms 
of  receiving  the  retiring  salary,  and  also  upon  a 
promise  by  the  government,  that  his  Deputy,  Mr. 
Ridgeway  should  get  a  plape  of  £600  a  year,  if 
any  such  place  should  become  vacant  before  the 
J25th  March  then  ensuing ;    until  which  time  no 
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^^.  a«Idil(k)ti.  ooiiUl  ^be  m^d^  ^^ht  peasloti  list  ;*  *  and  i^ 
iKi  isuoh  Ttietincy  -sllouldl'^dcc^r'  beS^&t^nt  tJihe, 
be  sfapukt  theffit  be  plac^d^  citi^  tb^  pendkni  esfalBlfslif^ 
fiient  f6r\£50b»aiyea'i»  for  life ;,  and  that*a*'pi»&vay 
iitfyn^  1^^:  peMM9^  to-  th#.  ^moutil'  alto^ther  of 
iS9^^  jreitrnMB  ^)sd  ^ng^^Nl  to»  be  madfe  fbr  ^hree 
iiifdli(»-dMd&r»^bjls-^^  NotasyllkbMt 

escaped  i  t»be>  ClUmceltoi^^  li)3iS|  whicb^  eould^  lead 
Mti  ei*fran  to-ftti|)p<ise  h^  Was  treatiflg^  ftr  tliepur- 
dtose-of  a  judfeiaPbffie*^,^  SK  tfbe  pnce  of  %£8()de^ 
^dte  ^Wkfte,  »f' tbeise  attftuittes)  to^be  a*  charge  on 
his  prfcrato.ft»t*ft€i,  'the*  *wfed^  cannot  be  fefhkpi 
ed>  intOsau  h3^0tt)^9i&,  tha4s  the*  bare  "suggestion  to 
M^4  Ciurradadif  sUiGth  an  i^dlgitftjig  would ^i!i6t  Have 
beeump^A  wHi^ dfegu^t  anti cfontetnpt;*^^       ' 
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health  .^'ould^  allpvv^,,ex(;l\m»t€ly  t;o.t^.fQreigp,clep;irtme|it^  left 
liOrd'Grenville  at  theiiead  of  that  committee.  i\hich  had  be^n 
Sfet'  6ti  fbbt  fof  managing  the  affairs  and  patronage  of* Ireland* 
%cfe1llrv(irtiti«»r»  (umicc6imtaW5^)"ha(>  ia  sljarcinthatadfai- 
iB}i^trfi|i0ri&  tb€(tJiotii[t^o{ii|Oiibf^  thAf^eStcdlkat  irishiuany  wasiliy- 
!^?WS>tT^9*¥  aj^i1oiJ#,<lisQrrtffci  a^fi^tl^relorP^ith^.dedirt^i 
or,  ^a^  notiiihvite^,  J«t,t?lk^  ?u  p^ijt.in  itv  t^;  l\([r-..CaKi»a 
*hi(nseirnad^unexc(;pt»bAably  and  ppwerfulljy  bo^b  opposed  aiK} 
'<xposeil*thc  m^ftuVes'of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham's  admiijis- 
talllm^  ^nd>  tlibae  df-cirerylsiictessiv^  "go^^rnor'lexcept  Lor^ 
i[^3)iMril%if}  ivlipt.^^eQ  Itth  PiU'^i^jcstBiti  liad:^rkii6D  the  coiitiw 
tj-y^tft  i^  pff^t  jsUu^tio^i, ,  T}iat  ip(  .^te>y  M'^  of>  **^  9yftew^ 
L9r4  (^renvill<^bad:zpaJoup)y  cp/pij^r^f.^^  SQwe  (particur 

laxlv  id  resist Hig  Lor^  Moira'3  patriotic  efforts  to  detect  abiwe* 
■and  enofTOffies)'  naa  even  outstepped  hi^  colleagues.  Lord  Sid- 
AontbiwagdoSjbty  pledged  16  keep  on  that  sj^em  la  Irehndk 


ft 
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oAtcfCPikrimittmlt^ui  letlndtf  frMtieiit)wKMciU  itfliMiKeito.ilfvf 
Ikb  fi^voe  of  irt»ri vailed  anjd:raust)es»yiM{UeQ€fQ^  to  secure  frpi^ 
conlact^he  man.pf  political, fidelity^  who  ))dA  ^ever  been  inva- 
riably true  torffe  ipterests  pf  his  injurc^'d'and  oppres^ecl  country. 
It  x^as  Wil^  knowtt,'  tb^  tlbthlrtg  dhdrt  o^  a  ^kticaf  rt/iigi  ^ 
^^-^uf^biiis^/top.CbiWtfy^  b6d  'fftat^e  r^#^M:^M^ 
sit  ion  of  thai  necessity  from  an  officer  of  government  was 
AiW«4  by  tfa«rpiik[ohiiii|;ncy  of  tite  vabia^, .  wbcdh  -  inteadid 
to  keep  tbtt  ^Id  ayKsnicvioot.  ^'For  icfiectmrtidg.  thsMl.  iatal  papi> 
pMb,  ti}|  vhetrtedobs6qUk>n^tboia:^f/cffice^wb!dhAd<Mr^^d^Mw 
(lec  .  -ibrmer  aikBidiatnftidni^. .  wfare.  aBBt^ned  id  '  theif . .  enlployr 
omts^  i4. secretory  «rd&  pte  Wrsvithbiiki  ,Hmg  irained  to  their 
tactics,  and  thoroughly  impregmiledwitb  th«k)apfrit»  ISvenlhe 
httA  High  ChaDocttMi  was  itiatmrUd  M  flersaade^^  Ihst  Itehtnd 
waaB0(i;np6  ibr.flreiMmL';  tbatrito.intipddil^e  lAtit^^offieeZ^fto  tke 
tDagt^viicy  .meti'^  tftdrelMtiii^  finmneflSM  tfti«ir  «pip«iiAifm..t* 
the  ptfinoiples  of  ihe.Msh  ^M%vmmtWk»  wotih^b«  to^^idif  Mf 
•lUteby  ooDVv^ioii;  aiid  to  remdfo.ea^periettciMl  anrvaiilsWitlMH^ 
judicial  OBAtkiicAl  of  ^gudlt  weiild.  be'an;actof  high  natioAl] 
iaiqitice.  When  the  itap^Hial  ahiMl' retraces  thi  sdcoesaioh  of 
circumsteJDCtei  'which.  Combined  td  br»g  thin  bflsincti  to  a  ckisfe^ 
.tia*  Theorigtdal  compact ;!  lUe  crppmrtaiiity.Qif  canryiiig  il  into 
^ect  >-  ftbc  asaoFadce  to-  Mr.  Ctirvasi«  ih«t  its  apectfis  n^caispiiafa^ 
iin^ni  had  beto  secared ;  tbb  InhiEe  of  ^iHEt  assurance  ;  iVf  r.  Pon- 
aonby's  political  infiuenee  in  Ifelaad :  tlse  niadvisad  ciiftDge  of 
appointment  $  the  onet{rfai^e4  delays:  of  .'fire  moiltfis;  tbeintea- 
bodiabe  reserve  add  dsffidenoe.of  the  Cfaa^ncelbr  lofraids.liis 
(feVow  l^O^er  io  tibe  popular  cause;  the  t^tta»i^  x>f  mfen 
.V|i4)0«ta  chatigeof  sysietn;  the  Orangenten  noi  put  down.; 
.the  CaHholies  ncit  rebdvbd^  ibr  Rotyal  mrod  potttaei)  id  an^  %a* 
.GohslifutioBal  msfibcv ;  Iiieland  fobbed  (lio  matter  hs^  plausi- 
bly) ol  tihe.tr anscendam  i^omen  6f  her  truA^  advocale  at  the 
bar  ^iid  in  the  senate  9  and  manasind  dteprlved  of  thifc  invalu- 
able tresi4ar^  of  Mr.  Curt'aa's  flishtt  of  ekK}uence^  s<>  poeulijar- 
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.   Jf^,  montlvi  aftcr'Mn/iCr.  Pcnsonby  had:acpep^d  Ihit 

seals,  Mr.  Currari  came  into  office*. 
Spirit  and    . .  ^s  it  was  iiQt  OH  tbis^change  of  mmistTY  the 
be  Irish     wish  or  inteni  of  gbvemmentito  meet  the  rising  af« 
"^tiT     feet  ions  of  the  Irish  people,   they  thus  attfiilly 
placed  their  friend  and  trusty  advocate  in  Hil  ho- 
norable elevation-  From  which  he  might  view  and 
contemplate,  bjut  could  not  interfere  with  tbe^dis* 

If  soited  'to  lay  the'maddisniiig  mge  of  the  present  political 
inn  ;  ca»  it  refiiae  assent  to  the  overpowenag  infeceince,  thai 
tr.' Curran's  forced  elevation  into  silenoe  and  inaction,  was 
raftiiy  effected  by  those,  who  shrank  before  hiapre-e^cceUence^ 
dreieuied  competition,  and? 'trembled  at  his  unoonqnen^le  dcter» 
mination  to  pul-'dowh  the  system. 

*  in  oolise^ence  of  Mr*  Cmnr^n's  appointment  tothestoa^ 
tion  of' Master  of  the  Rolls,' 'the  mosit  numefous  riiquisition  erer 
loiow*  wiis'sigtted'and  j[>reseoied  to  Mr.  8faerloo|&  the  failier  of 
the  bar/  for  the  purpose  of  convening  a  bar^eet»ng,'  to  talDQ  into 
iiOiisideration  an  addiess  to  bis  Honor  on  his  tefe  promotion^   His 
talents  were  tootranscendent^  his  spirit  too  independent}  his  prin- 
ciples too  Irish,  not  to' have  .enemies,  )vho  would  openly  oppose 
this  just- tribnte  to  bis  splendid*  gtoius  and  uorivalled  fiune.    The 
ilotice  of 'the.  intended  meriting  bad  no.  sooner  been  published, 
•tbah;  the/prominent  supporters' of  the  syAem^.sel  evtiiy  engine 
tonirork  to  prevent)  embarrass-anddefes^ido  critical  tn  appeal  to 
'thoyirtne  and  independenoe  of  tfaq  Irish  bar  upon  the  brightest 
ornament  of  their  profession,  9nd  the  staunch  and  incorruptible 
^friend  of  their  country.    On  the  7th  of  July  the  meeting  took 
»|4ace,  cop^tsttogiif  250  gentlemeii  of'tiie  baf^  of  whom  180 
«on1y  •chose  to 'divide.    Of  these  I4d  toted  for  the'  addi'ess;  9% 
'  opposed  it.    The  question  was^ warmly  debated  for  several  boors, 
in  4>pposilion  and  defiance  of  the  professional  powers^aod  politic 
c'al  intloeofe  of  Messrs^  Saiirin  and  Bushe,.  the.spirited  indepen- 
deo^e  of  tlie  bar  was  hpaoiNsbly  asserted,  and  the  talent,  inte- 
-  grity  and  y  irtoe  of  the  country  triumphed  oner  tl;e  j«aloiii|)e&,'da» 
plicity  and  intrigues  of  the  system  and  itsj  abettors. 
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position  ©f  their  rightis  or  intere«t^.  He  was  kfept^  ^^^^• 
after,  an' ' absolute  ia^suranbe'6f  the  place  of  Attor-' 
vasy  Geueral'in  the  mysterious  ilarktiess  o^  uh-* 
avoMMxl  intrigue*  secluded  frotii  o^Htial  confideuo^/ 
and  as  mttcb  ifstlianged  frotn  theiC^stte,  ^s  if  he 
vrere  in  his  ibrmer  opposition  to  thegoWrnfuent.' 
Hie  conduct  lof  the  >Bedfi>fd  adnumstratiiHLis  not 
to  be  judged  fay  subsequent  extents/  tot  by  thd 
prospects  then  before  them,  ^  Never^\vas  aii  adrni* 
nt^tnitiosn  less  likely  ta^  be^  changedy  e^ecidlly  ill 
the-firstiive  montte  of  its  ex^tence.  Wbtti  M*;- 
Cur  ran  was  placed  in  his  f^w.  situation^  the  publib 
sympatlNissed  with  his  feelings  in^  considering liinf 
greatly  sunk  by  being*  exclddi^d'  fram-  alt  political 
confidence.  The  place  of  Master  of  the  Rolls 
Was  ias  inferior  to  that  of  Attorney  General  *  in 
point  of  pecuniary  emolum^rit^  as  of  political  con- 
sequence; the  professional  and  official  income  of 
tl)e  Jattcir  wQuld  have  more  than*  doubled  thi^ 
amount  of .  the  net  returns  of  the  former.  •  Allow^ 
ing  then  for  the  probable  duration  of  thdt  admi- 
nistration, Mr.  Curran  might  have  counted  upon 
that  CjUcrease  of  income  and  apces3ion  ..of  political 
influence  and  power,  till  he  should  pass,  to  the 
chief  seat  an  the  King's  Bench ;  the  natural  pro«- 
gress  and  result  of  the  compact.  That  obvious 
^nd  specific  performance  of  the  compact  would 
have. gratified  Mr.  Cjurran,  enabled  him  to  render 
more  service  to  his  country,  and  answered  the  ar- 
d*nt  wishes  of  his  countrymen,  who  took  a  com- 
Tiion*  interest  in  his  promotion,  as  he  had  ever  made 
cominQq  cause  withtbcml     Had,  the  original  com- 
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ct>wi  Snoy fch  cquld  ?h wq  tektoi  i^aoe : ifltfolvtog  the 

\l(in^  i^irUi^pcl  pi\inc]fimof  it  :wJi£b  |>UM£fliimi  fin 

tfee  Viiowtf  e8©my  Q£:lhp.eouiitpyL  i.jyilljpufcthe 
vr^tlU.qf  thfj  cftitirAi  of  j,4i*fcice,  hid  character /wa^ 
par^U^ii  hy^  tht  px^t  :pe^$dve0in£!  fibnder,  and  Mrhjott 
tQ|i)QPfi;>I^Ils, .though  lie  were  too  stxi)iDg'to  be 
bfatf^  ilftwp:  lor  apy  j.w4iciaJt  iwlignityy  it  waa  iwt 
IP.  tvj^fh  ItU  <Qlif ntj3.  ^ .  if)^)€Qn^qiitut '  pcoAs^onsd 
jQ8^rfl*^cBccl«l  3O,0O0L*'  t  ^uph  were  ti)e  QJaim^ 
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ihe  rights  and  welCare  of  irels|D(l.  If  ti}e  circtin^istances  already 
detailed  had  not  proved  it^  the  wiodjog  up  of  the  piece  weuld 
lii^  ^oinpl^ted  t-he  -ttemenstration.  In  order  to  prevent  a  re- 
c«n»ife  toM.usgsaciot]$  a  8iiib)«ct«  this  Aoto  mil  tnlk2i|^fltte.  a 
•r^fi^||cC5tQ^i^iJjCffpiJw)»^^fl^a,  wl^qb  §trk;l  c^^^pq^gjqal  ort 
der  will;  no^t justify.  The  \nter*|^|di^,  tiro^  b«M¥ecq  4j:|l^  130^^ 
and.Xady  J)ay  1^07,  Weht^oVer  With*  little  intercourse  betwe^ 
the  ChancelYor  and  th^  Msisfi^r  6T  the  Roits ;  and  ilo  soVt  ot  ex- 
)4khatien  ;  t^^  stibjecl  wa»  umrivitiog  to  oach  party.  Within. 
vmySiw.ds^y.$ioi  ihe  ^bA:MmAi'}HQ7t  IVlr.  £Uiott:«eitf  taMc 
^(]Wi^an  V^  ^fl  opt  thet  J^^(^  (^  th^  persMfis  h^bn^iiig  it^  Stii;  ^h^ 
pl^ael  Smyth^  and  forward  them  to /him,  tfaatthe  b^irness  aki^hJL 
fee  settled  before  the  government  st^ould  resign. 'S(ir  Micbael 
Shiyth  bapt>enin^  to  com<*  to  town  oh  that  visry*  day,  }Rr.>Curran 
apprized  hijftof  Mt.  iXWeti'atti^i^o,  akid  Sir  Michael  sent  to 
it^ . ?f cyet^rjr  t^e,  nawes  h% 4f w4.  Y^gM^  repof^tf  Kwh^A  Us 
Uopf^X,  tjxj^t  tf\^,pr^i;aised  peftWfwW npjtb^^ ^(^ed^ t^Wf^ 
the  goyernment  con,tin^ec)  till  the  en^^  of  April  1307  ;  that  the 
Chancellor  spoke  of  it  with  regret,  as  a  circumstance  ▼cxatious 
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wlucHti?jUiid^bad:^oO  tlie  Bledfbtd  administratroQ  J^ 
M^  pkcfe  -M^^  Corrdtl  IB  a  ^ituatbo^  in  Wbtch  hiis^ 

to  Sir  ^ich?^  Smyi^^^  but  mtlioat  ^y  aUu^ipn  wb^ver.U)  «^i^ 
exppctanc^,  tb^  tbjgy  yf%T^  to  h^  fii^e  good  by  his  st^q^e^^CNr. 
The  D^ke  of^e4&rfi  {^rsonally  interposed  a^  Uttle  iq  t\ii9,  a^oij^ 
aay  ottier  ac^  of  gpyeroment.  '  It  vas  s^  pnatter  merely  between. 
Sir  Micbael  Si:py^h.^nd  the  Cbapcellori^  or  ^bos9«  to  wbopn  hi4 
Lfh'd^hlp  h^d  referred  it.  ^r,  JBlliott's  menage  shew^^,  that 
the  settlement  of  it  Had  d^vpWed  upon  hij^«  as  Secretary.,  The 
^rat  ihtipation  to  the  M^sfer  of  the  Rpils  of  aQy  e3(pecta^ion 
fr<^m,  .or  call  upop  }fiim,  Wa^  some  time  aft^r  the  change  of  mi- 
nisters; yifien  a  friend  of  the  .ChaiicellQr's  in  a  private  conwer- 
isLtion,  as  tt  were  accidentally^,  hsinented  the  dUappointipefit  ^^ 
Mr.  liidgeway,  and  ^he  other  spbaltern  officers  of  Sir  .Michael 
Smyth^s  court.  His  Hpnoj^^^pressed  his  i^nora^ce  of  th|s;  cause, 
qf  it ;  but  received  np  information  upon  the  subject.  A  secoi^ 
convers$ktion  (alsa apparently  acpidental)  took  place«  in  which  it 
was  thrown  out  as  a  casual  sujjgestion  of  that  friend's  mind,  not 
es  ap  authorized  overture  from  Mr.  Ponsonby,  whether  bis  Hpnof 
did  not  tbink  something  ou^^bt  to  be  done,  for-tbem  }  Sufl^e^it 
here  to  say^  tha;  Mr.  Currain  protested  agaips^  any  knowledge^  oi; 
even  su^-nv-^  pf  a  personal  ct^mpact  with  his  predecess<ir,  .which 
in  any  manner  affected  him  or  his  appointn^^ent.  If  Mr*  P^n- 
sonby  had  without  hi$  knpwiedge  or  consent  answered  for^him  id 
any  mapnr^r,  he  had  treatied  hiiyi  most  unkij^dly  by  not  apprizing 
him  of  tl^e  respoB^ibilUy^  which  b^  had  volui^teered  on  his  be- 
hi^f.  He  felt  nvcall  i^n  him  to  assume  a  charge  of  80001.  for 
J^iavFng  accepted  a  sitMation^  which  he  considered  as  the  reverse 
of  an  act  of  kindness,  as  a  direct  breach  of  an  honorable  com* 
pact,  and' as  the  purchase  of  an  imputatioa  on  his  cbara^er,  by 
fairly  admitting  himself  tO/hav^  becA  a  oorrupit  'tra($cker  of  a 
judicial  offic^. 

As  no  M-ttl^meut  had,  beei^  n;vtde  upon  the  displaced  omceTS  by 
the  goyern,n).eHt^  OQ.  the  faith  of  which,  they  had  consented  to  r^ 
sign  on  the  before  i^entioned  termsj,  *they  •  odXuvally  af^^Iied.to 
those,  with  whom  they  had  treated,  whilst  in  office.  None  of 
them  applied  to  Mr.  Curran^  as  no  treaty  w  ith  him  had  ever  eJ(« 
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^»^    spleoclid:  talents  woiil4  difi^^-^.  tow^rirtg. fe^oUia. 
of  Ireland,  his  yigilance  prevent.  \Mt  ipltiptea^  frpngt- 

isted.  Mr.  Pensonby  gare  a  draft  for  SOOL  to  make  pp  .the  first^ 
yiearly*  paj'tnent  of  their  ktipulated  anntkities,  witlioat' haVing 
maidfe  any  comm^  nicatidri  \xp6n  ifhe  subject  with  ATr.  Carran.  Thi^ 
first  intimation  of  that  circorastahce  reached  Mrl  tJurrab's  ears 
from  reports  of  frequent  cotiversatloiis^  in  which  the  magriarii-^ 
liious  generosity  of  Mr.  Ponsoriby  was  extolled,  for  paying* out 
of  his  own  pocket  the  price  of  Mr.  Car  ran  *s  promotion  and  life 
interest  in  the  rolls.'  This  ocf^asibneil  Mr.*  'Curi*an  to  write  a  let- 
ter to  his  friend  Mr.  Grattan.  in  whicli  he  made  a  full  and  candid 
statement  of  I  be  whole  transaction.  Copies  of  it  were  cautiously 
confided  to  some  of  his  friends.'  'It  is  highly  esteemed  by  those, 
who  have  seen  it,  for  the  national  interest  of  its  contents,  tne 
force  of  its' reasoning,  and  the  elegant  simplicity  of  its  composi- 
tidn<  In  that  letter  he  entreated  Mr*  Grattan  to  communicate 
with  Mf.  G.  Pbnsonby,'and  learii  from  him,  if  he  conceived 
himself  to  hav^  any  claim  injustice  or  in  honour  upon  Mr.  Cur- 
rSth  ;  hoping  that  if  he  had,  Mr.  iPonsonby  would  Have  the  kind- 
ness to  state  the  grounds  of  it  specifically  and  distinctly ;  and,  if 
Mr.'  Curran's  judgment  acquiesced  in  the  claim,  he  would  comply^ 
with  it  instantly.'  If  not,  hb  would  concur  in  referring  it  to  Mr. 
Grattan,  Lord  Moira,  Lord  Grey,  Lorfl  Erskit)e,  Lord  Holland 
or  Lord  Ponsonby,  or  any  other  common  friend,  or  friehds,  that 
.  might  be  appointed.  He  wished  them  to  decide  iipon  the  most 
liberal  principles  of  justice  and  of  honor,  what  ought  £o  be  done 

under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.     Whatever  that' decision 

..      .    ,         '     * 

should  1)6,  he  would  perform  most  proniptly.'  In  doing  so^  he. 
should  have  the  satisfaction  bf  actiiig' rightly,  and  be  relieved 
from  the  phinful  apprehension  of  being  thought  by  any  man  ca- 
pable of  acting  other^wse. 

'  L6rd  Moira,  Lord  Hollatid,  arid  Mr.  t^rattan,  were  nan^d  as 
referees  by  Mr.  Ponsonby,  and  acceded  to  by  Mr.  Curran.  Mr. 
Ponsonby  and  Mr.  Curran  appointed  each  a  confidential  friend 
to  lafy  their  respective  cases  before  the  referees  ;' and  after  re- 
plicated ur^ncy  upon  the  part  of  Mr.  Cnfran^  to  have  Mr.  Pon- 
sonby's  statement  submitted  16  them,  Mr.  Ponsonby  finally 
dVclined.       • ,    • 
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beirfg  betrayed,  and  bis  tried 'fidelity  secuieber  a  ^J^^fv^ 
most  powerful  and  incorruptible  advodate^  in  the 

.  Imperial  Parliament* 

:S^:ar€ely,bad,tlie  ne^  ministers  entered  upoi^MnWiiic* 
^^their  fuactioBS^  than  in  tliose  part^  of  the  ^un- magistrate, 
rtryj  where .  Orangejsni  more,  particularly  prevailed, 
^spondency  became  general,,  that  their  fond  hope 
.of  lydress  would  be  frustrated.  Those  even  of  the 
slig^Uf^^^t.  reflection  readily  distinguished  between 
the^lotvatid  i^pmplieated  mo^ment  of  the  legisla-* 
iivebod^',  on  which  the  great  question  of  eman- 
cipalion;  depended,^  and  the,  quick  and  unincu^tir- 
}}^i:ed  action  of  th^  e^^secujtiye,  ojj  which  abue 
i^sced  th^  removal  of  th^  pe/soaal.g^i<eyaipc69  they 
sufleiied  fiom  the  cormpt  oppression  of  the  niagis^ 
.tracy.-  Theca^ojf  burnt  out  O'Neile  the  hatter 
lias  b^en  before;  mention^l,  and  shortly  commeut. 
cd  upon* .  /That  and  :SeVeral  more  atrocious;  ^cts 
of  barbarity  and  ii^^tice  committal  )by;Ora.iige- 
men  wi  the  CathQlic  inliabitants  of  Tyrone  and 
that  nje;ighbourbood^  gave  rise  to  a  correspondence 
betwfcen  Mr*  WiJ^on  the  Tyrone  magistrate,  and 
;the  managers  <tf  Uie  Irish  goveramerit,  which  has 
brought  to  light  trutlis  aiyfuUy  affecting,  the  exist- 

.  ing  state  of  Ireland.  Mr^  Wilson  is  a  gentleman 
of  lan<|ed  property  in  his  native  county  of  Ty- 
rone ;  and  lie  Infoitns  us|^  tliat,  in  the  year  1 802, 
be  b4d^)ad  ftiequent  cqnversations  with  Mr.  Wind- 
ham upon  the  subject  of  the  Cutholic  claims,  per- 

•  Vide  Introci.  p,  48  &  51. 

t  Introd.   to  his  correspondence  with   Mr.  EI  Ilea  and  Mr. 
Ponsopby. 
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18^.     Becutiofw,  &c. :  and  that* iii  hi^  lait' viiit  to  Ettg*- 
JaHd,  be  had  repeat€dly  ccmHreifsed  with  Loird  El- 
don  (the  Chancellor)  upon  the  ^a'tne  subjeets,  wh^ 
Irad  expressed  his  wi^h,  ifhat  be '  sh6tild' '  uf^to  his 
Titnrn  to  Ireland  cosmmnnfekteljis  seMirnefftts  firfJy 
and  freely  to  his  Lwdsfhip  u|Wn  tht  'iit«te  of  thiaft 
eorinty;  with  which  desire  Mr.  W?ls6n  bad  oom* 
plied:  but  'what  thi  iJoWe  Lord  thought  of  bis 
tromnwnkatioivs  he  teid  still  to  leaV&!    Soon  after 
be  had  settled  in'  Ireland,- fifte^  b*ihdiied  youn^ 
Roman  CilhiWic  kihabkants  of  his  pttrishj'  dfrered 
tbfOUgh  him  tbeit  iseivices  to  gbveftitticttt  to  bfe 
employed  in  tifay  ptitt  of  Eirt-^^pe,  •  pmvlded  Mt. 
Wifeon  Wei**  iplaedd  at  their  bead-.     Th6if  addtesfe 
be  ^nveyed  to  Mr.  Wiekbto«.    The  ^swer  ihat 
sjeiitleilian  wished  'Mr.  Wlbon  to  retuiti  to  the  Arf- 
^ressjert  wats;  iti  bisown  wotds,  **'that  goternmeftt 
bad  aheady  deceived  fwni  other  bodies-  of  the 
Ronran  Catholicis  many  sin^ar  offers,  hot  that, 
*'  as  no  decision  had  \yet  been  ittade  upcm  tbe« 
^*  previons  ones,  ?t  icould  tK)t  accept  of  fbts  prt- 
*<  seat  one,  and  ibfer^fore  could  only  thank  the 
*^  Roman  Catholic   iithaWteftts  ef  danifecle  far 
""  tlieir  loyal  offers  of  service,  &c."  , 
rrmtjna.        SoHic  tiffiC  aftcr  'iMf/  \Vicfcham   had  been  re- 
w!i«.rn'f ''  placed  by  Sir  Evan  Nepean,'  with  whom  Mn'  WiW 
J^olw  wiiu  »6n  was  K^ell  acquainted,  be  i^lated  10  bifti  a  most 
SllVI"'      mitragedris  assault  on  a  Roniftn  :  Catholic  by  ^n 
Orangcriian,  and  a^ubliciescue  of  the  c^ender  in 
defiance  of  all  his  endeavours  to  punish  him,  by 
ucn^ed  Oraugemen.     When  he  had  relate^  that  bu- 
siness, and  many  other  acts  of  like  tyranny  within 
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his  owh'  knowledge  exercised  by  the 'Orangeincn^  ^^^ 
c\*tx  the  Roman  Catholics,  Sir  Eran  Nepeiin  ap- 
peared astontshiedi  and.declare d  his  dfetei-hiination^*     • 
tlilt  nothing  on  his Yart  should  be  left  untried  to 
bring  the  viHaFns'  to  punishment.     He  desined  Mr, 
Wilson  on  his  return  to  the  couhtr}^  to  transmit  to' 
hrm  the  necessary  documents,  with  tiie  depositions 
of  t!Ke  constables;  iSac.  &c,  in  order,  that  he  might 
be  enabled  .to  cirry  into  execution  their  joint 
wishes'.    'JVPrt  Wilson  cbmplied  j  and  afthougli  he 
wiioti  tO'Ktn  'Seeret^ry  three  ofBcrat;  and  as  many 
[Private  tetteas  from  that  day  up  tt>  th*  12th  iof  De- 
cenrlter  I80<5;  he  had'  nfevet  heard -one  syWable  froni 
Kira  upoh  ilie  su-bject;  nor  was  ever  a  single  step 
takeri   to  punisH   the  aggressor*  or  his'  rescuers^ 
Stiefrv/asthe  result  of  this  magistrate's' application 
to  Lord  Hard wcke^k  governm^tit  fo  redress  griev- 
antres,  to  check' oppression,  and  punish  crimes.  '< 
The  case  of  b*Neil,  Which  gave  rite  to  Mr.  oseoi 

'  '        '  ,        T  .       ,  0*Neil- 

Wilson'af  correspondence*  With  the  Bfedford  admi- 
nistration, Was  made  kbown  to  him  by  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  his  parish  priest,  which  but  too  truly 
setSj  forth  the  hrnentable  eofectfe  of  governments* 
cbuntehati^^g  the  Grange  ascendancy  in  Ulster,' 
as  weUas  in  other  parts  of 'the  cbuntiy.  ' 


^ 


/ro"Bicbai?d  Wilscm,  Esq.  Ownn  Lodge,  i  ' 

Dungannon,  jiprilAl,  18(06. 
/^  Dear  Sir,,    .  ^  .       . 

**  Constomtine  O'Neill  the:  beaner,  is  tohooest 
indiidtrrous  man,  that  has  often  suffered  gy!«at  in^^ 


350  The  Reign  qfGeprg6hIIL  . 

^0^.  ^  jury,  but  has  been  totally  ruined  within  ,thi$  we?fc 
past.     It  was  therefore  useless  for  him  to  make  ap- 
plication for  redress;  for  governmf^nt  was  coiisi-/ 
dercd  as  encouraging  these  proceedings  for  politi*- 
cal  purposes,  which  was  evidently  the  case.     But 
from  the  great  providential  change,  that  ha3  hap-r 
pened  lately,  and  from  the  consideration,  that  no 
wise  policy  can  direct  the  adoption  or  encourage- 
ment  pf  such  a  measure  at  present,'!  now  begin 
to  thinls,  that  the  men^  who  baye  been  raining 
this  country  by  fire  and  sword /A^e^c  ten  years  past^ 
would  pow  experience  a  check.    This  poor  man  if 
a  hatter  by  trade,  and  lived  by  his  Kones^;  ^rn- 
iugs,  and  was  every  wky  independent;  for  he  was 
o(»t  of  debt,  and  had  saved  some  monev.     But  on 
last  Saturday  night,  which  was  the  meeting  night* 
of  an  Orange  Lodge,  this  banditti,  wbp  are  ge* 
nerally  yeomen,  and  armed,  came  to  bis  house, 
when  he  aqd  his  family  were  in  bed,  and  set'tiiig 
lire   to  the  house,  which  was  a  tliatclied  cabin, 
j^  burned  it  and  all  his  property    to  ashes,  except 
\yhat  was  carried  upon  their  backs ;  they  fired  se^- 
veral  times  at  himself  and  wife,  wIk)  both  provi-. 
dentially  escaped  vyith  their  lives,  which  are  all, 
that  now  remaia  to  them.;  for  tlieir  wearing  appa-. 
rel  was  also  destroyed. 

.  ^  **  I  request  you  will  be  so  obliging  and  charita- 
ble, as  to  give  him  instructions  how  to  l>e  redress- 
ed. The  magistrates,  I  know,  ought  to  be  ap- 
plied to  in  the  first  instance;  but  this  measure  will 
be  unaVailins: ;  for  the  *nta»ist rates  abetted  these 
proceedings  from  the  beginning,   and  this  man 
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lives  in. the  couiity  of  Armagh,  aQc|  acjcorclingiy.    ^806, 
not  within  \h^  ^imitsof  your  jurisdiction  as  a  .ma-, 
gistrate;  bence.your  cfaaritalde  advice  is  all  that 
is  wanting,,  whiph  I  am  convince^  yoja, will  not  re- 
fuse ta  give.     His  situation  in  life  i^  too  humble 
fo^  his  address  to^  gpvecom^nt  to  be  atteiKled  to 
With  etTecjL    when  the*  mep, .  a^mst  whom  his. 
diarg^s  would  be  directed,  are  of  somp  importance 
as  havingiauthority,  .^nd  there  ijs  no  good  to  be  ev- 
peotedfrom  any  magistrate  except  yourself  in  such » 
a.case^as  this.    I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  sent i- , 
roente  of  esteem  an^  respect. 

Dear  Sir, 

r      Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

,        •  "  .  ..■•<•• 

.      -     ;  HENRY  CONVVELL. " 

w  • 

Afr.  Wil?on  learning,  that  0*Neil  was  the  bearet* 
of  this  letter,  questioned  him  minutely,  as  to  the 
particulars  qf ;  the  outrage  committed  against  him. 
His  detail  in^^ced  Mr.  Wilson. to  lend  his  assist-, 
aqce  towards  prevailing  upon  some  Armagh  ma- 
gistrate to  take  his  examination..    O'Neil  had  as- 
sumed him,  tljat  he  durst  not  apply  to  any  of  the 
Armagh  magistracy*   lest  his  application,  might 
come  to  the  ears  of  the  yeomen  and  Orangemen, 
which  wpiHd  be  attended'  with  the  certain  los§  of. 
liis  life.     He. added,  that,  he  was  persuaded,  there 
was.  not  apy  Armagh  magistrate,  who  would  take 
bis  deposition!     Mr.  Wilson  appointed  ;0'Neil  to 
meet  him'  in  Armagh  upon  a  given  day ;  when  the. 
dirst  magistrate^  to  whom  Mr.  Wilson  applied  tO: 


3S2  TfieReigtty^GtofgeTH  -^ 

T806.     tike  hrs  iDffotittatibtis,    (fcoilglr  Kd  \hdS^xitkf  t& 
©♦Nell's  late  rfeswfetttse,  ilttd  tlfbugll  itti  datj^'  hM' 
ela[^sed  smce  the '  buttmrg^  tff  th€  hoitsfe;  yet  he  Se^ 
dared  hmrfclf  (c/tally  f^cfrdtit  t>f  iht' vmtt^,  ii\d[ 
declined  acting init.    He HortWrei' scdvise^  OWdl/ 
as  the  most  effidaci^s  tttorfe!  rf  (yroce^rig,  t6'  a^- 
[rfy  at  offce  to  the^^sHt^ft  hartistft*,  wb6  wss  tfteii' 
IwMin]^  tfhe  sessions,  as  he  VasassUf^dfhte  woiifdt 
take  instantatieotis  fiieatns  tb  %  lioM  oi^  the'  feceta- 
cKairics ;  but  before  tlie  poor  m^n  co^M  ^et  ihffir  i:hr-  ^ 
positron  writtetf  but,   tlie  foitistfer  ftarf  t(^ft  thcf 
court.     Mr.  Wilson  spofe  tO'  a  fMjd^iit  rta'gfistf^f e 
in  Armagh,  to  take  O-N^ii]^  ■  exanninations ;  and 
when  O'Neil  went  to  Him  for  that  purpose,  he  was 
turned  out  of  rfoorsj  a:ii<f  tfiittittfwd  tb  be  kicked  : 
that  magistrate  de(^armg^:Jie  could  not  take  exa- 
minations against  his  particular  friends,  tiie  Messrs. 
Ver*icf.     Mr/  WHsbrl  hrfiing  ftfled'  io^  Msenfdea- 
vouts  to  procure'  O^eff  sr  cbiWplatotaat^Je^tterf  t(i  ih 
the  regolar  course  oFjn^tSc^,  cbmpWtdi^ifMifis'rb. ' 
cpiest  to^^trartsmithis  meihidriaitf  to^  gb^^trhnArtit,  attd*' 
enclosed  it  in  a  letter  to  Mr.   Sedefdty' Eflibtt; 
ihttd  otl  the-Sdtli  ofA'prn  18f)^;:itf  wtelHnlcmg%* 
otller-stiiong  ttUtTist  life  saitl":'  **  T  hixii  tafreiVgtekt 
pains  to  sattsfy  riiysetf  asr  tcr  the'  tWtfr  of  ^tiat  is 
sthteti  m  thier  ehclosed*  papdr^;  antf  ft'ttnl  i  thdtotigh  ' 
enquiry  mothe^  chaiiaetet  of' the  uitfoVtuiiatesuli-*^ 
ject  of  them,  I  Ikrn,  tlSat^his  ottly  ciiitie^is  fhat  of 
l>efttg  a'  Romati  C^t  lioKd :  a  *  drhlie  whrcb;  1n  .  rfie 
iiirnds  of  certctiti  men,  liiakes  hitiT  uHdeservmg  of 
the  protefction  of  tllie  favvs.     It  is  with  gieat  con- 
c^i'rt  I  foe!  myself  warrantied' to  dcclire,  tlmt  where 
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an  Orangeman  and  a  Romati  Catliolic  are  concern-    J^^f 

edj  a.  most  disgraceful  paftiality  in  favour  of  thfe 

forme/ governs  the  proceedings' of  nine  in  ten  of 

the  magistrates  in  the  part  of. the  kingdom  I  reside 

in.     And  I   cannot  conclude  this  letter,  without 

broadly  and  distinctly  declaring,  that,  if  the  sj^s- 

tem  with  respec-t  to  the  Roman  Catholics  be  not 

materially  ialr^red,  and  that  if  the  Irish' gentlemen 

(the  magistrates  particalarly)  do  not  adopt  a  very 

conciliatory  conduct  tdwa-rds  theni,  there  cannot 

exist  a  hope  of  cordially  attaching  them  to  thd  go- 

vernment;  and  siire  I  am.,_if  they  \vere  properly 

and  humandv/  treated,  .-their  hands   and    hearts 

would  unite  to  support  British  independence."    He 

added,  that  if'iiis  Graceshoaid  think,  that  a  per-» 

«l>bal  Conversation  to  explain  what  could  pot  be 

ilioroughlydonfrhy  letter,  would  forward  his  be-* 

nevolenrt  and  patriotic  o»bject6  in  this  kingdom,  he 

would  itistantly  obey  his  Grace's  commands  by  re* 

pairing  to  Dublin. 

'        '       ,  •    .  ■  • 

To  this  letter  he  received  the  following  answer : 

.Richard  Wilson,  Esq.  Owna  Lddge.  Mr.Eiiiot*'* 

^  °  .  letter  to  Ml». 


WUtOD. 


!•  '  Dublin  Castle,  May  5,  1 806. 

,       "Sir, 

» 

**  I  did  not  fuil  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity 

of  laying  before  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ydur  letter 

^  of  the  30th  of  Apiil,  together ^with  its  enclosures, 

'and  I  have  received  his  Grace's  coniinands  to  in- 

£ovm  yon,  tiiat  his^  Grace  has  instructed  Mn  ^r- 

3  a 
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'^9^'  jcant  Moore,  one  of  the  law  officer3  of  the  crown, 
'"""'^"^  to  repair  without  delay  tp  the  county  of  Armagh, 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  fully  the  circum- 
btances  stated  in  O'Neil's  deposition,  and  to  make 
a  special  report  .upop  the  subject  for  his  Grace's 
information. 

*'  i  cannot  conclude  without  making  my  acknpw- 
ledgments  for  your  communication,  and  I  fla,tter 
jnyseii^  that  the- arrangement,  which  his  Grace 
has  adopted^  will  save  you  the  trouble  of  ajoumqE 
to  Dublin. 

I  have  tneh.onor  to  bcj  &C..&C. 

WILLIAM  ELLIOT." 

\  \  < 

*  .      t  • 

f 

Cofnmissfmi  Within  aomc  few  day«  nftet  thie  receipt  of  tliis 
^tc^*^  letter,  Mr.  Serjeant  Moone,  accompanied  by  Mf. 
o'Neii's  .  jjamiltonj  Solicitor  for  the  Crown,  arrived  at  Ownfei 
Lodge,  declaring,  that  he^  had.  -the  commands  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant;,  fully  td  investigate  the  wbote 
of  the  subjects  contained  in  the  letter  to  Mr.  El- . 
liptt.  After  much  conversation,  they  both  as- 
sured Mr.  Wrboh,  that  iiicorrect  ks  he  had  stated 
the  conduct  of  those  magistrates  to  be,  yet  the 
conduct  tf  tlie:magistrite3  was  infinitely  worse 
in  almost  every  other  part  of  the  kingdom.  Soon 
after,  Mr.  Sferjeafiit  ,Afoore  fa  the  prosecution  of 
his  commission,  proceeded  to  Armagh,  and  thence 
went  into  the  neighbourhood,  where  the  oflTences 
,had  been  committed.  On  hjs  arrival,  l>e  sent  for" 
the  ^Ider  iVIr.  Verner,  saying,  thathecoi^ccived  thb, 
in  delicacy,  was  due  to  him.  To  him  he.  tbougbt 
4t  to  intimate,  tha^t,  as  he  cjid  ^0%  know  howf  to 


case. 
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get  at  the  evidences  lie  wished  to  e^camine^  he  ^^ 
b^ped  Mr.  Vemer  would  put  him  ih  the  v/ty  of 
ciHiUDg  at  tlie  truth.  Inimcdia;tely  Mr.  Verner 
expressed  his  neadine^  to  send  liiji  sons,  (the  tw« 
f)iersat!s  :stal:ed  hy  O^Neit  as  headiug^  the  ihcehdia^i 
ries)  to  bring  forward  tbd  people,  whom  O* Neil 
pointed  out  as  able  to  corrobohite  his  depositfoi»4 
Tlie  evidencts  Were  brought  forward  hy  the  young 
Nlessrs.  Vemerj  but  he  could  not  get  any  thing 
out  of  tlnem,  (after  the  most  strict  eKami»ation)v 
which  coiikl  tend  towards  the  crimiBation  ^f  thesO 
gehtlettien.  The  house  cerlainly  was  burned  ;  but 
the  incendiaiies  could  not  be  identifiied.  It  was 
true,  the  two  young  Messrs.  Verher  were  there,  but 
only  as  spectftt^^,  after  the  koisse  was  destroyed ; 
but  notiihig  appeared  to  justify,  an  opinion^  that  et-» 
iher  of  tho^  gentlenien  ^  was .  ooacerned  in  the  out? 


tage. 


Mr.  Witson  tnade<  some  obse^'^ations  upon  thif  Difierence 
singular  mode  of  probing  to  the^  bottom  such  flagi^  m^^^ 
tious  traii»iel-ioiis;  to  consult  wiiii  the;fathier  of-^^*^*^^„^ 
the  si!ip|X)8ed  otfbnic^ns,  and  employ  tlic  offenders  ^*^-  ^''*^*'' 
to  collett  cvidenee  to  bring  themselves  to  the  gul*-   - 
lows;  adding,** that  if  he  left  the  country  with 
this  sort  of  invi^stigatiotf,    it  would  have  been 
much  better,  if  government  had  not  paid  auyat- 
tenttbn'^6  ith  communications*     This  opinion  was 
more  pointedly  expressed  by  Dr.  Conwell^     Mr* 
Serjeant  Moore  appeared  highly  iiritated  at  the  re- 
flection ;  and  asked  Dr.  Conwell,  did  he  want  him 
tt)  tferust  the  two  Messrs.  Verner  into  goal  ?    If  he 
did,  he  certainly  was  mistaken,  but^  ihat  he  sup* 

2  A  2 
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1*6.     posed  was  the  only  tbihg,  which  could  satisfy  him* 
To  this  Dr.  Gonwell  replied,  that  he  by.  to  meaii^ 
wished  for  any  thing,  biit  siiGh:^n  inv^estigatjoo,* 
as  might  h^  the   means  ot"  permitting  bis  poor 
'  pedple  (jiis  parishioners)  to  live  in  peace  ;  dwt  it 

tva«  well  known,  that  the  inhabitants  in  *Mr.  Ver- 
ner'^s  neighbourhood  stood  in  :  such  dread  of  that 
gentleman  and  his  yeomen,  and  his  Orangemen^ 
that  they  would  not  dare  to  stateiany  thn^,.'Which 
could  alfFecc  him  or  liis  p^rty.     During  tlie  .three 
first  days  after  his  arrival,  Mr.  Serjeant  Moore 
communicated  freely  with  Mr.  WUison,  and  ck- 
presseU  a  wish  and:  determination  to  get  at  the;  hot? 
tom  of  the  flagitious  affair,  and  bring  jevpry  one 
concerned  in  it  to  condign  .puuisbm^pt*.     After  his 
interview  with  Mr.  Verner,  :his  conduct  towards 
Mr.  Wilson  became  altered ;  be  w^3.g;pW»,  distant 
and  reserved.     Although   Mr.  Wilson   had    been 
present  at  the  first  examination; of  O'Neil /and /his 
wife. and  others,  he  was  hot  suffered  to  attend  apy 
of  those  examinations,  that  were  taken  ^fter  th^ 
Verners  had  been  with  the  Serjieant. .   Mr,  Wilsoii 
wrote  to  Mr.  Elliott  bh  the'12th.<p^f  May  to  inft^rm 
him,  that  Mr.  Serjeant  MOK^re  liad  takp.p:Unwjea* 
'   ried  paips  to  get  at  the  bottom  .of  the  business, 
and  that  their  senitiiiients  had  been.jn  , perfect  ut^j- 
son  on  all  points,  with  only  :one; exception,  as  to 
the  mode  of  getting  at  spme  of  the  evidence.., 

Mr.  wi'son     Son^c  davs  after /the  receipt  of  that  letter,  }Av. 

\o  i>ubiiu.  Elliott  sent  fox  Mr.  Wilson  toiDublin.  At  bi$  iast 
'interview  with  Mr  Ellio'tt,  he;t\^as  in):Todujcc.d.  to 
the  Chancellor,  and  having  beexidesir^d  to  make 
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his  statemehty  h6  began  with  expressing  his  regret  ^  ^Qg 
at  the  uiifo»ta/oate  difference  of  opinion,    vvhicH 
latterly  subsisted. between  Mr.  Serjeant  Mooje  and 
feim,  and  wfiich  subsequent  coiisideration  and  en- 
quiiy  had  ndt  at  atl  removed.     He  was  stopped 
short  by  the  learned  Lofd,  who  earnestly  declared, 
that,  Mr.  Serjeant  Moore's  conduct,  in  hij  jour- 
ney to  the  North,  had  met  with  th^  most  unqualified 
approbation  ^f  gao^rrm^nt.    Tl^ijS  anticipating  de- 
claration, 6Qnvinced  Mr,, Wilson,  that  gqVernment's 
attending  to. his  communications   was   to.  aniuse^ 
not  to  investigate^:    He  however  reu^^rked,  that  it 
was  a  very  novel  niodp  of  investigating  a  most  fla- 
gitious crhiie,  by  applying  to  tlie  parties  accused 
to  collect  jevidences   to  Convict  themselves.     To 
fhis  tlie  Chancellor  repHed  with  encreased  energy^ 
that  Mr.  Serjeant^ Moare's  conduct  entitled  him  to^ 
and  possessed  the.  ximrt^est  approbatiQn  9 f  govern*, 
ment.     Mr.   Wilsoa  made  soitie  observations  on 
the  state  of  the  magistracy  in  his  part  of  the  .coun- 
try, and  the  Chancellor  asked,  how  he  proposed 
to  remedy  the- evil  2    Mr.  Wilson  replied,  that  the 
only  effectual  mode  would  be,  by  issuing  a,  general 
new  commission.     This  would  not  give  any  par- 
tial offence ;  and  caVe  afterward'S  should  be  ta|^^n 
not  to  admit  any  Aijiptoper  persons  into  it.     His 
^rdship*  replied  by  a  ^ttyie.     This  ended  his  per- 
sotial  communications  wil^  government.  He  aiter- 
warda-fbund  lum^^lj^  «fnd$ir.  the  necessity  of  conti- 
nuing hisLwrittencc{)rrtJspondence;  the  ultimate  re- 
sult of  which  Un)f9%^b]ycBfoyes.tbe  unwillingness 
«f  i^driofmnent^to  Jisti^  ^tQ,  t^d^lfU^ijr  reluc4;ance  to 
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1806.     correct  any  abuser,  that  cftft  be'  bliought  home  tu 
the  Orange  prerfominaney.  His  perBeveranoe  gifiev^ 
6tt8iy  atinoyerf  the  new  government, 
lifr.  Wilson      On  the  12th  of  July  life  wrote  to  Mr.  Elliott  a 
Mr.  Eiriott.  tetter,  hi  which  he  *hus  questioned  th^  Secretary, 
as  to  the  results  of  the  commission,  which  strongly 
affected  the  interests  of  a  ff^eat  body  of  the  people,. 
•*  Have  0*Neirs  injuries  been  any  way  redressed  ? 
**  Has  he  even  received'  a  compensation  for  the 
*'  ruinbf  Tiis  property  and  \m  personal  injuries  ^ 
♦^  Have  the  aggressors  (be  they  whotbey  may) 
**  been  pnt:in  the  way  of  punishment?     Has  a 
^^  single  step  been  taken  to  prevent  >future  aggresi* 
*^  sions  Against  this  harassed,  this  luioed  man? 
**  Ha«  a  symptom- of  amert<)ration,  a  pmspect  of 
^*  protection  (since  Mr.   Serjeant  jMoore's  visit) 
^*  been  felt  or  held  out  to  the  pewec^ited  Catho* 
•*  lies,  save  what  my  cl>nfiii6d  and  unsupporte<l 
**  poi^'er  afforded  them  }    Iiaoi  grieved  to  aiay,  I 
**  fear  I  myself  can  reply  to  all  theae  ques^tians  in 
**  an:  afflicting  negative."-   In  that  letter  he  ap- 
plied   to  Mr.  Elliott  for   a    commisdion.  for   the 
county  of  Armagh,  as  well  as  for  Tyrone,  in  or-i 
der,  as  he  stated,  to  strengthen  his  efforts  in  tran*? 
qitillizing  the  ci^untry,  and  give  tiflect  to  >the.Iaw3y 
as  he  was  separated  from  i*  (Arniagh)  only  by.^ 
river,  which  runs  through  hi*'  ground^ )  its  contir 
guity  enabled  offenders  tfoescapiJor  collect  a  party, 
which  set  him  at  defiance',  'liefert  hie  doiild  get  an 
Arinagh   magistrate   to^baek^^his  'warranta;    the 
nearest 'being  five  mifeg  ^dis^fattt  from  liifii  place, 
"^his  letter -^yas  foHo\ved  up  by  a  sebood  wUktR  a 


fortnight,  Qc^mm^d.  \}y  a  grievpiis^^asj^uk  of  9.  hflfiy  ^^• 
of  about  ^OQ  OraageiDj^i^  qa  thp  pe|'8i9n  pf  l^r.  Wii* 
son,  wbo  alww^  murdered  l}jip,  fin  ft^ieir  r«fem|i 
from  ^  jHiblig  Tejcjiping  giv^^  by  Ml*.  Vprpqr  W 
the  aicqui?tta}  qf  bi^  two  som. 

Qn  tb?  JJQth  July  |806,  >Ir.  Wikon,  who  h?id  Jf^;^i;j« 
been  referred  by  Mn»  Ettk>tt  to  ^be  jQbaiK^lloii'  in-  Mr.  poa-     ^ 
Stead  of  bi9>,i  for  a  eprnmis^ion  of  the  pe$iqe  for 
tlwi  county  of  Aflknagh,  appriajed  bi^  l^»d|^ip  by 
letter,  that  ^jace  the.diagracefwl  patra^  f^minit- 
ted  against  h{n>  on  the  13th  instg^t^  a  second  at- 
tempt had  been  mad^  upon  him  on  \\\&  preceding 
evening;  hut  the  diarkM^s  of  the  nigM,  and  the 
assas&in^  havipg  had  reasom  to  beUeY^>  that  bci  had 
already  eacc^ped^  tb^eivi,  united  t9  ^^vq  bini.    Seve- 
ral of  them;  as  well  ai»  t)ie  QrapgQ  o»4^ag^rs  of 
the  118th  were  kpown.     For  bis  own  part,    be 
should  not  move ;  but  if  gpvf»*nment  were  disppsed 
:to  take  up  the  business  in  the  gr^ve  an^  sol^n^ti 
inanher  its  importancf;  in  a  national  point  of  view, 
so  iihperioualy  demanded,  he  was  ready  to  afford 
all  the  aid  in  his  pow^r  to  give  effect  to  its  eicer- 
tions ;  he  was  limwever  to  hope,  that  if  govern- 
ment entered  into  an  inyestigatioii,  it  wpuld  be 
carried  on  by. parsons  possessed .  pf  vigoqF^  p^f&pi- 
cuity,  and  independeoce  of  vfimd.  .  V\m  weeks 
had  elapsed  sjoQe  Mr, .  Elliott  replied ;  t^ .  Mh  Wil- 
'  son'sr  inibirinatioit,  Uin^nirqg  ibat  disprdierjy  and 
tumultuous  transactipii»  aii4  expr^^ij9g;ftis;>fitf9*       • 
tion  of  laying  it  befose  tj[ift  Wd  iiieWWftpt     ^ 

Mr,  WilsQA  m  cftw«qu«)/5e,; .  wmlo .  /P*e  wflre  JfriiJJJSI        ^ 
fciWer  .«t> .  the  l^«eWy,  ^$thkh  -  «cjferwJd  j  iOi  aMiyeml  }|V^^''  ^" 


u 

t 

V 
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^^^^  iSocutnents  of  stbuses  dnd  atrcxfities  committed  f>y 
Oranjjffmeri'  oii  the  iinfortimatje  Catholics  /n  h*» 
iieighbourhood,  which  he  had  tran&mittQtl  to  go- 
'It^ermttenf,    but  ^hkrh   had   j^Wafeed  iitinoticetl. 
He  thus  strongly  expre^setl  himself  (fiyr*  the  last 
'tim(^)  to  the  Secretary.     **  I  ha/re  much  important 
mattier,  independent  of  \vhat  relates  to  myself, 
that  ojight  to  be  sttbmitted  to  grave  and  delibe- 
rate consideration."    When  I  pelrceive  govern* 
ment  di3|K)sed  to  afford  that  to  tny  commtinica- 
tiofts,  1  will  cheerfidly,    but  personally,  detail 
them.     In  the  mean  time,  I  amtaobserve,  that 
^^  I  ^m  prepared  to  proy^,  thut  the  laws  (as  I  in 
M  my  first  letter  to  yon,  intimated)  are  most  par- 
tiially  arid  carelessly  (I  wi^h  to  speak  mildly) 
admini^ftered  with  regia^d^  to  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics;; that  I  have  mstances,  within  these  fe\^ 
.*^  days;    of  robbers,    assassins,  *  forgers  of  bank 
**  notes,  and   public' disturbers  being  protected; 
and  tlieir  :proseoutor$  frightened  fiom  following 
up  life] r  complaints :  ^Iso  of  examinations  being 
either  accreted  by  those,   who  ought  to  have 
f*  brought  them  forward,  or  withheld  from    tlie 
•  f-  clCrk  of  the  crpwnj  6r,  if  given  to  him,  hi* 
-?'  being  pf^v&iled  upon  npt  to  fV^ine  bills  of  in- 
.*^>dk;tirtieiit  u[«m-  them.  '  All-  tbi§,  Sir,  ^I.am  pre- 
-J'i^ 'pared' td'^pfcove,  alid^  fedll  "U^oa  government  to 
i  ^  ^JpHt .  me  tq^H?hfc  p^ooft*^  *  'III  bis  dettart  to  the  Chan- 
-^^I)diyi|^e^d^bi(ited^  that^^thei^  we^s  u^ iidea^i^a- 
ther  tod^{)re^aletit  iv*cl>  a  great  parti  pf  the  public, 
'^that,  -government  wa^  eitlifer  u««ab4e  or  imu^fling 
^ tO' pt^teft  Wie « €>pjbressedv   <Tl>«-«^t^ect  »f  M W  Wil- 
son's letters  to  Mr,  Elliott,  and  the  Chancellor. 
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turned  evidently  upon  important  (perhaps  not  gia-  ^^ 
clous)  matter,  It  is  however  worthy  of  observa-  ^^ 
tion,  tliat  his  letter  to  the  Chancellor,  which  b^ars 
clatj^  theSOth  of  July,  remained  unanswered  nearly 
two  months,  which  (including  October)  are  noto- 
riously the  months  of  the'most  leisure  to  the  Chan- 
cellor  throughout  the  year.  His  Lordship  how- 
ever  at  last  condescended  to  give  him  the  foHow- 
ing  answer. 


^*  Richard  Wilson,  Esq.  Owna  Lodge.  Theciian. 

',     :       .  •    •  cellur't  leu 

tertoMr. 

.    ''  ElyPlac^,  Sept.  6,  iSOff.     ^'^ 
Sir, 


Ki 


^'  J  ani  very  sorry,  that  a  pressure  of  business, 
which  could  not  be  postponed,  has  prevented  ww 
from  sending  4?}  earlier  atiswer  to  the  letter  you  die! 
mp  the  honour  of  \vriting  to  me  in  July  last.  Tiiat 
any  attcrppti^  should  bp  madeqt  ^ssasisi  nation  must 
be  ^  subject  of  the  deepest  regcet  j  and  will,  I  am 
sure,  excite  in  the  governnfient  the  iAt)st  anxious 
desire  to  dejept  and  punish  those,  who  are' guilty 
pf  them,  and  I  hope,  that  tib  description  of  his 
5^lajpsty'$  ^^uJtyects.  in.  Ireland  will  ever  have  reason 
to  consider  tlK)se|j.7to  wjioni  he  Qij^y  l?e  pleased  t© 
delegate  his^aathorrty,  as  either  utiable. or  unwilt 
ling  to  protert'thefri.  With  respeert'to  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  'bake  of  Bedford,  I  can  most 

ponfidpn!tIy,aifM^P>.  ^\}^P  ih^xQ  i»ever  xya^  and  nevef 
wili  be  in  tliiscoiuitry  one  nwr#4w^i#^ly  d^iosed 
to  protect  with'  Vigdur  atid' impart iality  ail  'its  ini? 
Iia^itaiits  ^  and  that  whoever  shaH*  violate  t^ef'law^ 
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i8<)6.     will  find  bis  Grace  both  willing  and  able  to  vindi- 
cate  their  authority. 

**  The  Application,'  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  make  for  a  commission  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  Armagh  hot  having  been  seconded  by 
the  recommendation  of  th^  governor,  or  either  of 
the  members  for  that  county,  or  of  any  resident 
privy  counsellor/  I  am  under  the  necessity  ot  for- 
bearing to  comply  with  it. 


u 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  kc. 
"  GEORGE  FONSONBY,  C. 


tr 


Mr.  Wilson     TIiis  aDSwcr  of  the  Chancellor  Was  a  dignified 

^mSiMtoi*  ipsiult  to  ^Ir,  Wilson.     I^is  actual  commissipi^  for 

fcrArmagh.  Xyrpne  Superseded  any  cfiU  for  a  recprnmenclation 

pf  his  fitness  to  be  a  magistrate  for  an  adjoining 

county  within  ^me  few  vj^rds.     There  was  then 

^  ^    PQ  yegfident  privy  cpunseUor  ia  the  cqunty  of  Ar- 

ipagh.     "X\y^  goyernoi*  resided  ip  J^ngl^jpd^  and  the 

members  vy^^e  absent  q\\  tbeir  military  duty.     The 

apphqajtipn  w^  however  w^^  through   ^  privy 

jpgiu^s^llpr,  the  si^cjretary  to  the  l^ord  JLieutenanfc*. 

« 

,  ^  In  order  to  place  the  whole  coiidect  and  tfeatment  of  Mr. 
IfiLson  ufid^r  the  readep^s  eye  at  one  View^^wd  ^lall  anticipate 
fnne&ctsy  which uriU.enabksliiiin  to  x$^  moA  ^isUi^ly  tt\e 
'  i4^|tly  ^f ,  9pii|^«  jHrun^iple  ^d  aotion  in  tbe  thiee  $c|9f:es9iY^  94- 
pil^tr^^QQs  ^H^vfiqKe*  Bcyiford,  and  Ricb^ndj^)  under  which 
}ke  acted  as  a  coqntry  magistrate,  The  notoriety  of  Mr.  Pon* 
$Onby^$  refuser  to  arm  Mr.  W^Uoq-  with  a  commiBsioa  for  Ar- 
inagh  .oeeasianed  more  outrages  frois^  the  Orani^paiiieas  than  bad 
^fore  cMgracfd  that  nie«|(bhom)w4  The^<;)U|y  ol'«sc;^pefr^ 
7]Froae  imo<An^aja;h^  wbe^^  ^f ^  wer^  sur^  of  inopi^nity  a(K{.pra- 
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This  refusal  of  tlie  Lord  Changellor  to,€;ctend  Mr,   ^|f^. 
WiUon's  comuiistSioi^  of  the  pe^ce  to  the  county  of 

lectionu  iqultiplied  and  embold^tned  ofj^nders.  Soon  aft^r  t;h^ 
«btnge  of  minUtryi  that  is,  oa  tb^  19th  of  May  1807^  Mr-  Wil- 
son in  con^equeace  of  ^fveral  firesb  f^ociti^s  h^vipg  been  com- 
mitted, on  the  Rom  an  (j3.tbo|iQs  of  hisjtljstrict^  wrote  to  the  new 
Chaace)lor  l^ord  Manners^  "  to  poin^t  out  the  necessity  of  a  strict 
«*  eiM^uiry  into  the  ab^se^s  and  evasions  of  justice*  which  existed 
V  in  that  quarter  of  Ihe  kingdoni  (aqd  he  also  fipared  in  every 
**  other  part  of  it/')  lie  enclosed  authenticated  statements  of 
the  particular  eaormitieSj  which  remained  unpiuaished  and  coun- 
tenanced.  On  the  9d  of  July*^  Mr,  Leckwood  the  Cbancellor'^v 
Secretary,  ant^efed  the 'letter  by  returning  the  papers^  whitb. 
be  ii¥kid«  did  not  call  t^pan  his  Jjordihip  in  hU  official  sitnation  as 
Chancellor  tq  giue  any  <\ir^tions  abqut,  and  that  the  Chancellor 
ie^ired  to  be  retired  fyom  anyfyitker  correspondence  on  tfie  subfe€$0 
Oa  the  Q^xt  ds^yi  (3d  Jqly  1907J  Mr.  Wilson  was  formally  put 
oi)t  of  the  commission  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Tyrone  by 
a  n^guiar  yfth  of  sfipP'sedeas*  As  to  th^  continuance  and  progress 
9f  ti^  system  in  Tyrone,  Mr*  Wilson's  letter,  published  in  the 
Evening- Heraldji  so  l^t^ly  as  on  the  lith  of  January  1811,  will 
speak  with  uw^  aatheniic  poipt,  than  any  (:ollecticMi  of  internee* 
4iate  f<^;tS|  h^wev^r  numerous  and  atrocious. 

9 

f  TO  THE  mnOH  OF  TH6  EVS^IHG  HERAm, 

"  The  sfn^t  of  impartiality  tnd  patmtiMn,  which  appear^ 
to  govern  yom*  p^ter,  itKfodced  m^>  formerly^  to  give  il  the  pre^- 
ference  of  such  piibKcations  as  the  infi^tuated  peliey  of  govern- 
ment compelled  me  to  bring  forward*  The  sao^  opinion,  and  lh|i 
$anie  cau^,  occasion  the  renewal  of  my  correspoi|deiic^;yet^  I 
confess,  1  do  so  with  some  little  hesttatloA,  having  observed,  thi^l 
for  more  than  three' years,  the  wnetehed  state  of  this  part  of  t^e 
I^tngdom  has  scarcely  ever  been  the  'sabject<»f  your  notice,  a|r 
though  it  appears  to  me  n^xt  to  impossible,  that  the  vafiou^  aet9 
pf  s^tro^ity,  which  ;i^re,aln|ost  daily  committed  in  it,  should  ^of 
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Armagh,  Which -was  within  a  stone's  throw  of  his 
residence,  and'  in  tlie  hta:rt  of  a  district  of  abuse 

have  reached  your  fars.     Be  that,  howfever,  as  it  maf,  I  shalf 
endeavour  so  far  to  interest  yrtu,' (by  way  of  advi^rtis^meat  for 
d  more  lengthened  and  distinct  detail,  which  Ilntend  to  pubiiflh, 
as  soon  as  the  unhappy  situation  1  am  placed  in,  wiil  permit  nie 
to  commit  k  to  the  press]  by  obserTing^  that  tbe  (listrrcf^  in  which 
I  reside  is  now  become  literally  a  scene  of  blood  and  devastation  f 
That  the  most  barbarous  and  trnprovoked   Hoarders  ("  unprcK 
TOk'ed/*  except  by  the  victims  being  Roman  Catholics)  are  per- 
petrated, without  distinction'  of  sex,  or  consid^ralMoo  for  yo"iith, 
beauty,  or  innocfeVice !  That  so  far  from  Orang«tsm  declining 
liirfongstus,  itiis,''if  we  may  judge  by 'its  fruits^  hourly  gaining 
strength  in  cruelty  and  aodacity  ;  insomtich  as  neariy  to  bring  l< 
blush  upon  the  checks  of  some  of  its  less  blgotted  supporters  ? 
With  regard  to  myself,  life  'excepted,  it  has  lift  me  nothing^  and 
Hat  has  hitherto'been  prevented,  only  through  a  generally  re-' 
ceived  opinion,  that  /  ioili  sell  it  dearfy  t  I  have  been  Ihrii*  at-' 
tempted  to  be  assassinated  M^ithih  these  last  eighteen  months  ; 
once,  indeed,  neairly  murcfei'ed;  for  which  tWo  of  the  assAssinf^ 
were  punished  by  an  imprisonment  of  three  'mghths;  for"«vbich 
punishment  I  am  to  acknowledge  myself  indebted  to'the  interfe- 
rence of  Lord  Northland,  and  his  agent,  M^.  Armstrong ;  as, 
from  former  experience,  I  have  good  reason  to  believe,  that  the  de- 
linquents would  not  have  even  been  part  in'tliie  way  of  iiial  TThey 
are  now,  however,  again  let  loose  upon  me,  and  since  their  li-- 
beration,  are  continually,  one  way  or  the  other,  persecuting  anc} 
plond«ring  m^l   Poblio  st^spriptions  wer«  qpfip^l  by  the  Ben* 
barb  Orangemen^  ^f.^he  pticpose  of  defeating  my  claim  to  4 
sfnallcpfipptuigatioiiy  whipl|.  th^  Grand  Jury  ^oted  roe,  **  on  ac* 
i;aiifit  ofrthf^  buraiqg  \o  the  ground  a  r^ge  ofi^ii^etv  feet  of  fin^ 
I>(lices»  ;(tb^  loRs  filled  with  hay)  in  the  course  of  the  summer  o( 
rft()9 , "    In  justice  to  si^  or  sev en  of  t hese  men,^  ( w  ho,  -.  I  u  i  k1  e r- 
utaild,  nre  n^t  Qrat^ga^ef^)  I  'Vf\M^%  pbserye^  that  th^y  refused  tq 
give  the  sanv^icMi  9/«iheirnap)es,  ^jlng«  that  "  they  would  ra* 
f^ier  subaqrjbe  to  obtain  m^  ^  ppp^iJ^u^^tion^  than  to  deprive  me. 
/I>f  of^p,  Hnovring,  qs  ihe^  did^  hc(vy  ^sely  (  ha^  l^cen,  use^aiv^ 
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and  ouirage,  .jspeaks,.no  viery  ardent, desire  in  Mr,   ,J^^ 
Ponsouby  tQ  revise  fhe  ipagistracy,  or  cQri:ect  tJieir   -' 

-plundered.'*     Not  wishing  to  make  an  ungrateful  ornission,  I 
foibear  mentioning  the  names  of  suqh  of  these  mei^  as  1  just  ooW 
recollect;  but  when  1  learn  the  whole,  I  Will  takectme,  tfiat  th« 
public  shallfoe  acquainted' with  them.     In  the  name  of 'oa^ioCltM 
greatest  of  villiiasa'tirarerie  was;  brought  forward  an ^  »jL(ppiorted 
by.three  others,  of  the  gaeg;.  (one  of  whom  generally  believed 
to  be  the  incendiary)  but  though  the  jury  was  perfectly,  well  dir* 
posed  in  their  favour^  yet  such  was  the  inerrability  of  the  cvt- 
'  dence^  it. was  obliged  to  give  a  verdict  in  niiy  favour,  btit  dniy foi 
ft  fourth  part  of  what  the  Cra'nd  Jury  had  preViddsfy  ^Hbttedf  me, 
and  not  sulFw^ient  to  pay  the  exjwnc^s  or  the'pre^erithieht;'  and 
no£  two  hundredth  part  of  my  actual  losses  sin<!el  resided  iii 
Owna  Lodge  !   The  opinion  of  the  justly  eniincint  peraoa,  who 
presided  as  Judge,  was  prirtty  clearly  seen,  hot  oAl^'with  regard  ^ 
to  the  verdict,  but  also,  with  respect  to  the  conduct  bf  a  (Arnain 
officer,  in  ihe  business  of  "the  traverse.     All  ihis,  ,'at  the  projwr 
moment^  1  will  lay  before  the  puhTic ;  biit'  for  reai^ons  of  pf-u- 
desce  and  delicacy,  I  must  just  nbwdeclihe  far'tner  allusion  to 
that  officer,  as  I  meani  as  soon  asT  dtri'^'dbftd,  'to'  riroducc  bim 
before  a  legal  tribunal,  for  other'  acts'  of  dtrovity  towards  me^ 
Within  these  two  years,  three  of  my  best  farm-hoiries  have  been 
burned  to  the  ground,  and  two  more  racked  t<f  ^Jiei^'eA,  whh  thp 
farjiis  laid  waste-     My  own  hovise  has  been  repea'tedly  attacked, 
and  is,  at  this  moment,  nearly  in  a  state  of  ruin';  several  acres 
of  plantations  have  been ^//r/c^  destroyed,  and,  of  coufse^as  often 
renewed  ;  all  the  timber  upon  my  little  estate,  cut  down'  and  'car- 
rie<l  olT;  a'  fine  young  orchard  also,  cut  down ;  my  'gates  and 
"fences  stolen  or  broken  down  ;  my  deniesne  miule  a'  common  of 
by  the  set  of  Tillains,  who  surround  me;  my  servants ' beaten 
and  insulted,  whenever  ^hey  venture  abroad  upon  my  businteSs'; 
people)  who  were  to  work  for,  or  otherwise  serve  me,  threatened 
if  they^ould  enter  into  my  empldytnent ;  I  myfe^lf  repeatedly 
dragged  to  goal,'  nbl  for  debts'of  my  own,  but,  once* fof  another 
n^an'ji^^ai^d  £tA'/cf, by  people  who,  so  far  from  owing  them  atiy 
thing,  wer^^considerably  indebted  to  me  !  a  conspiracy  of  sopte 
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1806.  abuses :  however  strongly  this  liad  been  pWtnised 
by  the  new  ministeiis,  and  was  tonguinely  expect- 
ed at  their  hands  by  .the  suflerers  under  magistra* 
tical  oppression. 
^iJ^of  t  ^^^  ^^^^  better  devdopirig  the  system  of  govern- 
^refu-  ing  Ireland^  it  lias  been  necessary  to  retail  the  poa- 
duct  of  those  fnen  towards  Mr.  Wilson,  who  were 
|>ossessed  of  the  means  (had  the  will  accompanied 

4tf  ffty  otoii  icnants^  stimalated  by  two  villains  of  aitorneys.  A^ 
to  the  trulli  of  almost  the  whole  of  these  calamities^  1  can  pro- 
"duce  the  evidence  of  the  two  highest  personages  in  the  kingdom ; 
and  also,  for  my  unwillingness  to  bring  my  case  before  the 
public  T)ieir  reasons  for  obliging  me  to  do  &o>  they  may  pos* 
•ibiy»  one  tim.e  or  other,  be  called  upon  to  explain. 

"I  haye  already  obtruded  too  much  upoii  youi  paper,  anA 
therefore  will  hasten  to  a  conclusion;  but  1  must  first  desire 
leave  to  aski  rf  there  can  moo  be  aiiy  reason  to  doubt  of  the  mo- 
tives for  removing  me  from  the  magistracy?  Were  Ihey  not 
founded  upon  my  adminiittering  justice  with  impartiality,  ngour, 
and  incorrupt^ility,  vfith  regard  to  the  Orangemen,  and  for  en^ 
deavouring  to  protect  t^e  wretched  and  oppressed  Roman  Catho- 
lics from  their  barbarities  ?  Let  my  •«*♦•♦•-*••  answer  this,  if 
he  oaUp  and  account,  satisfactorily,  for  refusing  my  repeated  en- 
treaties •*  for  a  knowledge  of  the  ground  'of  my  retnoval/*  And 
here.  Sir,  I  would  suggest  a  question  for  the  discussion  and  deli- 
beration of  his  JMajesty's  Council  and  Parliament  y  (it  must  not 
be  presumed  to  be  agitated  elsew:here)  *'  When  the  people  ^nik 
their  appeals  to  justice  disregarded  by  their  rulers,  is  there  nol 
more  than  {i  probability  ,that  they  will  appeal  to  tach  other,  and 
may.  not  this  dernier  one,  be  attended  with  consequences  rather 
hazardom  f " . 

^'  As  one  of  the  people,..  I  take  leave  to  express  my  ^titude 
for  your  exertions  ip  behalf  of  oppressed  Irelanjd. 

••  R.  WILSON.** 

Chasna  Lodff:* 


Administration  ef  the  ihike  df  Bidford.  361^ 

item)  of  purging'  the  subordhiite  magistracy  of    \«!*' 

the  practical  fntbterahce,  bigotry,  arid  ^romiption, 

which /necessarily  set  the  harassed  and  aggrieved 

peasantry  against  the  law  and  ^ht  gfe^erttmettt  of 

tl>eiv  country.     Whatever  time  a  general  iievJ^i6h 

^F  thftmagistrafcy,  and  a  reform  oif  its  abused  nrtay 
liave  required^'  had  govfernniei^t  rineerdy  takeii  Itic 

Herculean  ta^k  iti  hand,  Couki  not  jiistif^^  t\\t  ill* 

versioti  of  every  ^)ftnclple  of  lexi^on  aud  reforAfi  \\\ 

die  piirticulav  instance  of  the  Tyrotie  *<)lagktr^e. 

The  h^oad  histoviicai  ifkc^  t%  that  for  maby  momUs 

after  the  ac-cesfsion  of  tlie  inett  admimstratk^n^  «lic 

D^ia^istracy  l^mained  m  tiie  s^^st  itate^  iik  which 

it  had  existed  during  the  ^veral  prcteding  ad^ni- 

toistratioBS.     It-was  impossRvle  lihereforej  that  die 

©{jpresieed  atad  afflieted  ^sant  shoiitd  expect  inei^cy 

and  ju6tice  fl'^m  tte  hand  of  ins  oj^ressbrand 

'tdrtuier :  and  isueh  had  he   to6  long  folrod  tlie 

Oi'ange  magistrate.    Iniitiecliattely  through  Iritn  had 

the  atrocity  of  the  system  beert  itiflicted  ttpbit  the 

inass  of  the  i>opufalion';  -from  him  did  tliey  take 

thtii  ideas  <5f  the   executive  government  of  the 

couhtpy  ;  ftir  the  c<mntry  magistrate  wa$  tlie'only 

4nan  armed' with  civil.  authoHty,  ^vith  whom  they 

*cver  eairie  into  ihnnediate  cdntaef .     In  proportion, 

as  the  leading  GathoKes  attehtpted  t6  reconcile  the 

•feeitiigs  of  the  hridy  t6  the  susoj^iisron  t)f  the  great 

<j[Mestidnof  their  emancipation  during  tlie  first  ses- 

'^ioii'OfPariiaracnt,  So  eaniert  w^ere  they  in'  asstrr- 

ii>g  them  of  the  sincerity  of  their  friends  in  poiver 

.to  put.  every  thing  in  immediate  preparation  for 

bringing  it  forward  in  the  proper  season  withef- 
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laoe.    feet,  40(1  in  the  mean  time  to  reaKze  their  foncle&t 
expectationsof  being  redressed  in  every  grievance 
short  of  the  application  of  that  grand  pafiacaa. 
neiingsof      As  long  as  the  persuasion  could  be  kept  ali\A 
S^son  tbt  that  the  Irish  government  was  actuated  by  thespi- 
^«r^^"  rit,  and  directed  by  the  councils  of  Mr.  F^x,  so 
•  long,  jand  no  longer,  did  the  ma83  of  tlie  Catholic 
body  look  to  redress  with  some  degree  of  confi- 
dence*    TIk  circulation,  rather  than  the  publica- 
tion  of  the  contents  of  Mr.  Fox's  letter  to^^Ir. 
Ryan,  helped  to  keep  alive  that  io?pression  longer, 
than  it  otherwise   would  have  lasted,  from   any 
judgment,  that  could  be  reasonably  formed  from 
the  conduct  of  the  new  administration  in  Ireland;. 
Something  however  was  to  be  attempted,  in  order 
to  keep  up  a  delusive  appearance^  that,  the  Bedford 
administration  moved  upon  the  i>ivot  of  Mr.  Fox's 
principles.     During  the  whble. Rummer,  the  health 
of  that  liberal-and  enlightened  Statesman,  the  value 
of  vyhose  life  to  the  Britisli  Empire  and  to^jnan- 
kJnd  was  unknown^  and  incalcula]}Ie,  declined  sp 
rapidly^  that  he  was  unable  to  attend  with  his  usual 
energy  to  the  pending  negociations  with  France. 
To  prevent  tlie  despondency,  which  his.  inability 
to  advise  and  direct,  would  have  naturally  diffused 
through  the  thinking  part  of  the  community,  the 
real  state  of  his  expiring  powers  was  suppressed 
from  the  public  knowledge,  till  deception  could  np 
longer  answer  its  own  views.     He  was  never,  in 

•  If  ever  the  words  of  the  poet  could  be  fairly  applied  to 
fi  statesman^  Mr.  Fo$  was  that  man^  Vii'tntcm  incoluftticm  odimus  i 

Sublatam  tx  oculU,  qu^riptus  inwidtm  '       '      '  , 
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fadt,  apprized  of  the  checking  and  irrefonnt«g  ^8^^- 
conduct  pftliose,  to  whomt  by  his  own  consent 
the  ^nanagement  of  Ireland  had  been  delegated^ 
"^hich  tQ  the  na,tion  at  large  appeared  rather  calcu- 
lated to  rediqtegrate  Uie  oligarchy,  which  Lord*  \ 
Towq^scwl  had  destroyed^  th?^  to  put  down  the 
niultifi^rious  ipfluence  of  the  Castle,  .which  had 
sprung^Qut  of  its  ashe§,  and  had  become  tliq  cor- 
rupt engiqe  of  establishing  the  .system  of  Mr. 

Pitt.       .'....  /•     ':        . 

,    The  ears  of  the  Chancellor  were  daily  assailed    Mr*i>«it- 
with,  reports  or  the  disa|^omtnient  and  dissa(is*sboutre. 
faction,  which  every  whe/e  prevailed  at  the  conti«-  ml^rtfacy! 
nuance  of  the  old  magistracy ;  not  one  of  whom 
had  been,  superseded,  although  Mr.  Ponsonbyhad 
received,  the  Great  Seal  for  several  months^  and  ' 
had  tai(en  no  «teps  tow*ards  forwarding  the  reform 
of  the  magistracy,  which  depended  solely  upon 
Ins  own  will  and  pleasure :  yet  the  revision  of  the 
magistracy  had  been  always  considered  as  the  test 
of  sincerity  and  good  will,  in  the  new  ministers»  to 
the  Catholic  cause,  and  the  welfare  of  Ireland ; 
it  had  been  prominently  displayed,  frequently  re-^ 
iterated  and  explicitly  promised  by  Mr.  Fox,  in  his 
Jetter  to  Mr.  Ryah.  The  northern  abuses  had  been     - 
brought  ^o  an  opei\^  contest  between  Mr.  Wilson, 
the  Protestant  ma^trate  of  the  xjounty  of  Ty-* 
rone,  on   behalf  of  W  CathoKcS^  on  one  sidcj 
and  the  combined  forces  of  the  Chancellor,  Mr. 
Secretary     Elliott,     Mr.    Cemmissioner    Sprjeant 
iMoore,   Messrs.  Verner,  ai^d  their  numerous  auK« 


^6  fiienrign^c^O^rg^  " 

^^  fliarifeis^   ctti  lit^ialf   of  'the'  '^)rattgem*ii.  bti    Ae 
tiihcr,  ^of  which  the  final  fesbft  tes  liebh  lalt^ady 

wcxfoni     l^yfe  Wexiford  magistTacy  *fiid  %«fefe'  for  sewral 

ami  Carloir  •  » 

magistrmtes.  yea-rti  (m)imnently(^pressive  ftfiA-iebnoltioft's  Ui^e 
pcbpfe :  an5  wftfi  t«*sb  M^;Pmi^i%k:<S«»^inefne^l 
^  liTs*  retvi/on  (^d  refofin.  Hfe  ad\'^^  Willi  a  Ca- 
tholic* getttlemati  tyf  lesf^ec  tablH^y^aiitl  <:(mfide»ce^  * 
^I'ho  Was  ^  iKEtHe  4df,  imd  wc^'k^eii^  tlie  4tmit!$u 
and  feelings  of  that  county.  He  asked  him  w/Mt 
WDuiii  pkti^  i^e  C^f^^titsP  tte  ^8wer  was 
'htk^mgmmemngUwnH^mdnm}(wg\^  '  At 
fhe  'iAmvt  ^f  >«be  ^Ghanceitor^:  he  tiiea  ttientioneA 
«ioftie  GtitbdHc  g^ialewen  of  tUiit  croiinty,  whom 
Iwe  ^cdriSidtt^d  eminently  <|ii6lifledi»be:put: into  die 

bortiniisslbn  bf  the  f  e*ce,  fliivil  -hw  Loirdlhlp-  vrrote 

»         »         » 

(eld wn  the  njtfttes'  fef  nihc  pe^smis,  to  six:  of  wboin,f 
,'.•'.  •         •  •  •  •    I  •  •. 

.;*  £dw9Kd  I'l^b  •4^"  Secretary  to  th&C^holics  of.lre}an4*' 
•J-  Ampngst  tl)esewere  John  Breen,  of  Tagmon,  Esq.  and 
Tliilip  Hay,  of  Kew  Ross,  Esq.  Some  inontTis  after  theif  ap- 
*poiftiments/thfcs6  ti<o'  genilemeii  'were  forma!! y.  superseded  J 
li(»t  4W>rtf  iitivbHicy  or  iaihy  il^gllci  ^i  kluty  dr  aba.'^e  of  Okffii>e  ;  bill 
i^ir,  titiy.  M^as  tv^er^edviC  Ixikiaiuse  i^e  hmi, neglected  .'tojqus^i^ 
Vfithiiit  two  nionifes  |>l>ter.  Wr^  appQiatmeot ;  which  might  have 
'fceeujvist  atnl  proper,  liad  not  several  other  magistrates,  who 
'  Vcre  gniliy  of  tV  same  ^neglect  t5een  permitted  tx\  retain  their 
.<btumlsiiix)n6.  -  Mr.  Bf««it 'was  sitpe^sedey*  beeausns',  it  was  a!^ 
ft*^ad/:fce  hud  had  the  mpe  rouml.  iiboeakr  inr  l.7&ai  'Hie  £a4 
iit'.lwingi^tyJi  h#ui,  ia,thr  liouse^of«Peers«  4iu%iarAU^tab|y  asp^ded 
Wkw^entleinen>  character*  as  being,  .on  account  of  his  disloy- 
«lfy,  most  aiifit  for  the  olBqe  of  a  magistrate..  In  the  year 
l7S«,.Mr.  Breen  had  been  com  ptllud,  whilst  in  tfije  hands  of  thtf 
rtb^U,'  u>  uct  Bfd  a  comiiiissioNer  for  tUtoi;  under  llie  n^Onace'  of 
ihinjttJ.ute  death,  if  be  refuted^    He  was  afterwards  trijd  \$y  a 
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ra.'almut  isix  wqeka  fmm  thai,  timif  he  grautedvj*5!!l 
cbniiirtissipiis :  and  about  dteiBatner period  fusurteen 


rrr.     .     } 


court  ifiartis^I,  and  most  honourably  acquitted.    Lord  Kin^ftton 
himself,  yrf^en  a  pr^ofier,  olTereid  to  lead  the  rebel'army, du-ing 
th^  asca^ndancy  at  Weicfbrd,  and  upoii  hU'trial  bycotirt  rtiar-' 
tial;  iie^«v^lii  4ik^  Hkini^fKr  «c^ttitt#4.)   TlU9  (ilfer  Of  t\m  tii^hlnf 
Earl'todpud  ibf  rebel  itinnyfriap  |b«  cp^ipn^sory,  th^  the  amy 
p^iaoce  fif  Mr.  ^rir^  to  jact  $^  a  coin  ops sslp^er.     The  supersede 
ing  of  Mr.  :Brecn,  after- having  jieen  recently  put  into  the  com- 
mi^ion/was  tliat  act  of  Mr.  Ponsonby,  which,  in  the  task  of  re- 
fomiiifg  rbe'mkgistr^cy;  cao^d'l^e  sl9*oVige$t  seti^tion  ift'th^' 
country,     Mr,  Breen  was  supereminently  qualified  from  his  lo}"^- 
alty,  Information  and  mfluence  in  the  coiunty,  to  act  irs  a  ma* 
g^^irate  ; 'fot  Hhat  very  reason  was  he  retilei  vend  tradoced  by 
the  Qrangemen.  whti' Him^y^  tbxM'Ticcess  to  t^e  eaf  cff  the  new 
Charic^lfoi-.   'Wri  sobJ«<fn.4he  1c'tt*r  of  M«joT  Fftegcricld  to  Mr.  - 
n^y,  ffelaling 'to  Ws  else,  in  drder  to  meet  the  efcarg^s  of  Mr.» 
Breen*s  enemies,-  Which  opi^ratierf  rhn^  nnjustfv  to  the  prejtfdice- 
cjr  Ihe  Catholics  of  WtTrfbrd,  by  the'disgraceftil  removal  oCthat 
gentleman  from  tfee  magistracy  ulton^such  unjtrst  gtotmds. 

'    •'•  *' August mh,  i%(yi. 

'^"  i  received'  your  note  this  moment,  and  feel  much  pkasitre, 
in  giving  you  information  res^ettrng  Mr.  Bre^n,  and  highly  ap- 
prove of  your  attenti<in  to  ptotect*th»  respett*AWe  gentleman 
from  the  ot)l6quy,  tJhaVis  so  unju^ly  and  tfnttvftritcdty  pointed  aft 
bis  cliaracter:  While  1  was  acting  as  Brigade  Major  to  Major 
CeneralTlunte^i  in  ihti  county  of  Wexfoi-d,  Mr.  Breen  and  Mr. 
Cullimorfe  were  charged  by  a  committee,  who  were,  in  fact,  ap. 
pointed  by  goVernrtient,  as  fit  persons  to  dntieipafe  Vexatious 
pfosecut'iorts'ariii  c^iargcte  ;  but  who  were  decidedly  a  «et  of  men, 
who  acted  in  the  contrary  way,  bfccame  violent  saftgUMtary  ac- 
cusers, and  were  more  calcillafted  to  m flame  and  disturb  the 
peat^  yf-the  cx>onty,**litiH  fiA^l  the  Katies  t^y  were  intended 
for.  By  those  accusers,  those  respectable  gentlemen  mboveT 
mentioneil  were  conducted  before  a  court  martial  highly  rospK^ct- 
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]^J^  of  the  most  obnoxious  and  unpopular  of  the  for- 
mer niagtstrates  of  that  county  were  superseded. 
ComplaijQts  had  also  been  made  of  the  Carlow  ma- 
gistracy seven  of  whom  were  superseded,  tittle 
or  latl^ier  no  salutary  effect  was  prQcluced  by  this 
revision  or  change,  on  account  of  n  general  cqu^^ 
viction,  tdiich  prevailed  throughout  the  county, 
(whether  AVell  or  ill  founded)  that  the  changes 
M'ere  rendered  subservient  to  elecliOneerino^  pur- 
poses.  .  ]V|r,  Burton,  who  was  Jthen  canv^assing  the, 

able,  and  appMipted  by  general  Hunter^  and  prosecuted  for  act-, 
iiig  a&  comn^isdioners  to  the  Wexford  rebels.  ^  After  a. long  and 
pjttient  hesHTing  ^^  the  charges,  brought  against  thq  prjsonersj  the 
cfMirt  declared  tbe^fa,cts,  as  they  ifer^  uuivejrsally.linown,:  That^ 
these  f(entIemeD,a<ited  under  the  imperiouy  hand  of  compulsion^. 
to  preference  to  the  alternati?e  deaths  ,  So  irppressed  was  the. 
genjeral  with  the  patience  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court,  that 
they  instantly  discharged  the  prisoners ;  Slaving  fnrst  paid  them 
many  complimentary  assurances  of  his  sincere  opiiiion  of  their 
loyalty^  and.at  the  same  time  adding  observations^  that  served 
as  a  proof  o(  his  disapprobation  of  such  shameful  abuse  of  the 
power  confided  to  those  factious  accusers.     I  need. not  t^tl  you« 
that  the  source  ofrjeal  information  to  government  was  perverted 
apd  }o<»t ;    and  Clen^ral  *H tenter,  by  hU.  judicigus  consistency, 
hf^i  en^ureil  the  aQj^ctions  .of  the  people  .to  hiinsejf,  and  ind^i. 
bitably  retained  the  source  of  information.     So  convinced  was 
he  of  the  purity  of  Mr.  Breen's.  conduct,  that  many^^plana- 
tions  had  bei^n  made  to. him  for  the  arrest  of  those  men  :  but  to' 
np  purpo<«,  until  effected  by  the  committei^.      I  shall  at  a)4 
times  be  happy  to  furnish  yo;u<yv'ith  any  fact  in  my"  records 
when  wanting  for  a  fa^ir  ai%d  hqnorabiq  purpose; 

*'  lam,  &c. 
«  (Sign^)  BARON  EDWAHD.  FtTZGRaALD-'*   ' 
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county  of  Carlow,  was  a  near  relative' of  Mr.  Pon*  ^  ,1^9^;^ 
sonby  ;  and  It  was  given  out,  and  very  generally  be- 
lievedy  that  such  of  the  magistrates  as  voted  for  Mr.^ 
Burton  were  restored,  and  that  several  of  the  most 
objectionable  pf  them  retained  their  commissionSt 
upon  no  other  Vlaim  of  merit,  than  that  6f  having* 
voted  for  Mr.  Bih^ton*  Whether  the  imputation 
vlrcre  founded  or  unfounded,  it  equally  prevented 
the  effects  intended  by  this  revision  of  the  magis- 
tracy, which  were  to  trahquillizd  the  ruffled  minds 
of  the  people,  now  necessarily  irritated  it  the  dis- 
appointment in  net  attaining  what  they  had  recol* 
lected,  Lord  Grenville  h^id  advised  them  to  petition 
Jor  year  after  year^  until  their  prayer  should  be 
granted^  Mt.  Ponsonby  went  no  further  in  the 
promised  revision  of  the  magistracy.  Nor  did  he, 
during  the  whole  time  he  held  the  great  seal  of 
Ireland,  to  which  the  patronage^  of  the  country  was 
appeiiddnt,  in  a  single  instance  provoke  the  hosti- 
lity of  the  Orange  faction,  by  inflicting  upon  atiy  , 
one  of  the  body,  whether  public  or  private,  howe- 
ver atrodious  or  notorious  his  outrages  against  the 
Catholics  had  been,  any  mark  even  of  the  disap- 
probation of  government.  His  confldehce  in  the 
known  supporters  of  the  Otange  faction  was  mtark^ 
ed :  as  well  as  his  general  diffideiice  and  reset  ve 
towaix]^  their  most  prominent  and  avowed  ene- 
nires. 

During  this  session  of  parliament,  the  case  of  Lord  Gr«n. 
Mr.  Judge  Fox  was  set  t6  rest  As  one  of  theIli**Mr"°*' 
committed  'on  ^  that  business,  the  veneratte'  1-ordciJfr^'"'' 
Thurfdw^camie  trit^otfiefWu^c,  leaning  otithe  arm 
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o^  ,t|ie  Pftih:©  of  W^al^  vyho  -appe^n:^)  i?^  take  a 
lU^ly  jiiteve^  ia,tl]fe.fatGi  of  tl2€  virtuous  liUb  Judge. 
Hb  X-ordship  ^clelivff ed  a.  learned,:  ^ans-liUitiopal 
and  forcible  speech 'agsiio.st  the  origin  ami  whole 
pi-ocess  of  that  s^tatp  prosecution.  .,T})e  ne\v^  rni- 
wi&try  ha4  certjainlyftlve  ii^erit  of  doiug.  justice  to. 
Irelai^  in  rescuiug;  tWQ  of  ji^r.  Judg^es  from  the 
fawgi^  of  xn^ni3te?r\al  vengeauce,  Jio.gna^ifjjkj  the  iw- 
liguaut  aesei^Hnents  qf  iadividuaAs,,  .who  fanpi^^  ' 
^rn$eky^«  iqsuljed  and.  expp«se4i  ^S  any  uistapcis 
of  jviitMf^iJ  judjependettce  u^pwthe  beach^  .  Loi^ 
Greuvi^e^had  ^epeatied.Iyp  during, the  session  mp]^- 
^d  to  pHt ;  off  tjie  consi^lcfatlop  .of  .Judge  Foxjj 
c*|s^;from  tji^ie  lo  time  ;,  and  hi$  Royal . II^igl\nqsfii 
the  pu^  of  Cwiyiberl^d,  ^.thq  fr/f^/id  of  lioi^d 
Abercqrn^^id,  .he  .had  be?iij  requested,  to  signify 
to  the  House  bis .  coDjsent,  that  the  cy^ttei  should, 
be  d^ferxed  fgr  a  .short  tiai6,^^Jlfut|.ti^iated,  a^.  hisk 
liojjftl  Htghiies5  ^.e^eected, ;  tl^V; Jhe  ;^9a^^r I wppljl; 
rVQjt.  be.  put  o^  «i/ze ^>. , .  On  Ube.,l^h..of  June,^ 
Ilord  Giu^nville  moMad  tW  prdqr  bjf,  the  day,,  for, 
taking  into  c6r\side,i:atj4^;  the  ^pietifiop,  of  JVJr.  J., 
Fo^^.'.  whi9^:Mw  J^e^  read^by  th^  [cler^. his^ 
Ij^rdisbip^phsfi^y^d,  ^lat  jij[x^,,perijud  w^$  now  ai> 
timl,;^Jagi\;it  i^caiftej^-^yeflti^  )joxv.  far  it  would 
^  either; wise. Qij.j^jjp'etliepjtj J, orj  likely  the 

ga^a  of  ju^icej  would  l(?  ^jjswe^d  b}';  tiieir  J^ordr* 
ships  entering,  at  such  a  period  -of  the  session, 
SB^^^  .^!?e.  javeijtig^tiaiji  qf  jj\  subject  o/ .  such  jan  «?^. 

jja^estigate*  a^d , the  ,^v;ejjf  ^^d,Yapq€;4  peiipd  pf  .tiif^ 


Administrfifipn  of  the  Duke,  of  Bfi^ord. 


375 


»        wl 


Tsesjiipn,   he  had  ho.  hesitaxiou  in  giving  a  decided 
opinion  against  such^si  proceeding..    With  respect 
to  the  subject  itself,  in  a  more'pnlaro;ed  point  of 
view,   'lie  had   repeatedly  expressed  his  ppihiori, 
tliat  tlie  nrpfceeding  originated,    db  initio^  in   a 
place,   where  tliere  existed  no  jurisdiction  compcr 
tent  so  to  t^ke  Cognizance  of,  or  to  'decide  upon 
id.  That  opinibn  lie  rented,  upon  th^  broad  nviiy 
cij)te,  that  by  ttie  faw  of  paVljamehti   or  eyeri  by  • 
'^hq  constitution,    iio  enlarge   of '  this  kini^   cpul^l 
origiiiany  be  preferred  or  proceeded  upoq  in  that 
Housle,'/as  'i  court  of  appeal  or  of  criminal  jiiris- 
dictfoti;    In  the'  last  jesert,   th^y  could  depide  j 
but,*  witli  exception  of  wh^t  regardei|  tl^e  mainte- 
nance  of  their  own  privileges,  they  could  not  cpn*- 
stitutionally  ,eiitertain  a  matter  o.f  criminal  copi^ 
^plaint  in  the  first  instance.     In  this  he  was  borne 
out  by  tlie  all  the  constitutional  authorities,  partu 
cularly  by  the  case  of  Lord  Chief  Justice  riolt, 
the  authority  of  which  afforded  a  decisive  pi^ece- 
i\tid  in  point.      What  he  pow  sajd,  lie   wisljed 
to  be  understood  as  iii   no    degree  referring    to 
V'ha,t  nijglit  have   transpired  in  eyidence.     That 
testimony  was  given   ex  parte;    and,    therefore, 
'whatever  might  have  been  sworn,   nothipg  h^d 
'  l^^eh  proved.  His  opinion  rested  not  on  any  of  the 
facts  of  th?  case,  but  upon  the  conviction,    that 
'the  proceedings  hitherto  had' were  contrary  to  the 
law  and  the  constitution  of  the  country,      iFor 
every  case^vvberein  the  la\v  was  transgressed,  the 
*  Jaw  jproyided  k  remedy  to  Ije  oTptajined.by  procecfi- 
irig  in  a  regular  aijd  lawful  course.  *  That  Hq^^^ 
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;^^^^  was  not  a  court  of  original  jurisdiction.  Were 
they  to  open  the  doof-s.of  the  House  to  complaints 
of  this  kmd^  and  proceed  to  entertain  the  present, 
iipon  what  principle,  could  they >hut  them  against 
the  comj)Iaint  of  ^y  party,  who  mjgfit  considei: 
himself  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  a  judge  upon 
a  circuit,  or  by  his  behaviour  to  him  as,  a  juror  ? 
Where  would  the  lirte  bedrawti  ?  Other  complaints 
must  be  entertained,  ad  well  as  those  ^^ainst  Mr. 
Judg^Fpx,  and  their  Lordships  might  be  occupied^ 
.  "as  in , the  present,  instance/  fox  thre^,  liay,  even 
•  to  au  extent  of  seive^i  yeass.     The^e  proceedings 

'would  go  to  rcndpr  not  only  inore,  arduous  and  un- 
acceptable  the  office  of  a  Judge ;  but  even  m  the  way 
of  expence  to  atnerce  liim  to  that  degree,  as  would 
ahsorb  the  whole  of.  his  well  earned  salary ;  the  re^ 
jCompense  of  a  life  of  toil,  and  stac)iously  acquired 
science.  No  man  could  be  more  desirous  than 
himself,  to  provide  duly  and  legally  for  the  safety 
;and  protection  of  their  fellow  subjects  in  that  part 
pf  tlie  United  Kingdom ;  but  had  his  poor  voiqe 
Jbeen  attended  to,  another  and  more  efficacious 
course  would  have  been  adopted.  He  should 
'  tiif  reforje  |>ropo$e  to  adjourn  the  further  consider^* 
tion  of  the  c^se  to  a  day  beyond  the  certain  ex- 
tent of  thip  pr^sept  session,  namely,  that  tlie  far-* 
ther  proceedings  in  this  case  should  be  adjourned 
tQ  that  day  two  jnopths.  Qx\  that  question  hav- 
ing been  put: 

Debate  oa  ^ ^*^,  Marquis  of  Aiercom  sard, ,  that  he  had 
^udge Fox^^s  j^g^j. J  the. Noble  Lord  with  great  pain  and  regret; 

'  Jf,    as  WW  t^  he  apprehend ed/  from   the  great 
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weight  and  authority,  which  the  Noble  Lord  had  ,  ^^^^^ 
in  that  house,  r  a  negative  was  to  be  put  upon  the 
further  proceedings-  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Judge 
Fox^  he  feared,  that  there  would  be  soon  suffi- 
cient cause  to  lament  the  precedent  established  by 
&iu:h  a  decision,  and  tliat  the  Noble  Lord  himself 
wo^kl  e^re  long  repent  it.  He  would  not  attempt 
to  reply  to.  thd  arguments  adduced  by  the  Noble 
Lord  for  the  purpose  of  proving,  that  the  charges 
ought  not  to  be  brought  before  the  House,  as  he 
considered  the  time  was  past  for  such  an  argu- 
ment ;  the  House  having  already  repeatedly  decid- 
ed to  the  contrary.  They  had  ordered  witnesses 
repeatedly  to  attend  to  give  their  evidence ;  a  si- 
milar order  had  been  again  made  this  session,  and 
witnesses  were  now  in  attendance.  *  The  witnesses 
ha^  travellexl  many  weaiy  mites  to  atteqd  at  the 
bar  of  that^House  to  claim  the  justice,  which  was 
due  to  them ;  and  now,  after  having  heard  a  part 
of  the  evidpnce,  and  gone  thus  far,  ,the  proceed- 
ing was  to  be  suddenly  pqt  an  emi  to,  the  remain- 
der of  the  charges  %vas  not  to  be  investigated,  and 
with  respect  to  those,  which  had,  tlie  leai  ned  jiKlgc 
was  to  be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  rebutting 
the  evidence  against  him.  He  regretted,  tha^  he 
must  be  under  the  necessity  of  detaining  tlieir 
Lordships  a  consideiabTe  time,  but  he  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty,  under  the  circumstances,  in  which  the 
Jfouse  wa3.  placed  by  the  present  motion,*  to  call 
$heir  attention  to  the  whole  of  the  evinrence,.  which 
related  to  the  charges  against  Mr.  Judge  Fox, 
with  the  view  of  putting  it  to  them  upcai  the  whofe 
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1806.     ^  yQyy  diffeieiit  coiiiplexioHj  could,  not  fail  to  arrest, 
the  attention  of  the  nevV  ministers.     It  was  glar- 

and  unaccountabt«  principles  of  legislation  and  jurisprudence, 
than  any  single  case,  which  ever  occurred  in  the  most  extra4/idi« 
nary  of  times,  and  the  experiment  has  been  fir^st  made  upon 
Irelaod,  the  reader  will  perhaps  lay  the  following  observations 
upon  that  case,  to  a  laudable,  certainly,  an  earnest  anxiety  to 
develope  more  clearly  the  secret  workings  of  that  system.  The 
new  rules  of  law  respecting  the  evidence  of  hand  writing  sind 
libel,  wbich  were  tnttoduced  by  Lord  Ellenboroi^li  on  the  trial, 
pi)^  aiT^t  the  life^  j^^'^libj^'*^  property  of  any  individual :  it  is 
therefore  fitting,  that  they  should  be.moi:e  extensively. known» 
thaii  tliey  are  likely  to  be  from  t^e  lecture  of  law  tracts  and  re- 
ports, which  are  seldom  read*  by  others  than  gentlemen  of  the 
profesisioo*  it 

It  has  bten  9aid  (p.  72,]  that  (hey  aMsmtedto  a  bill  being  in- 
traduce^  for  compellii^  witnme%  to  attend  in  Ef^land,  Now  jtbc 
above  sentence  does  not  explain  the  peculiar  circumstance^^ 
which  occurred  in  the  passing  of  the.  above  bill  td  amend  the 
statute  of  44  Geo.  II.  ^he  facts  were  as  follow :  leave  was 
moved  to  bring  in  the  bilt>  apd  it  was  proposed  to  htfor  no  other 
pmpote,  than  to  amend  the  fornier  act>  by  giving  liberty  UkXhto 
party  to  tender  bail.  This  was  alU  that  had  been  first  objected 
to  in  the  former  act.  Accordingly,  the  bill  to  amend,  as  Jin^t 
brought  in,  contained  no  other  clauses  thab  those,  which  were 
made  the  first  and  second  sectkxi  of  the  act,  arid  which  relateto 
giving  bail^  only.  In  this  form;  and  witfi  thesis  two<claiises  onfy, 
the  bill,  being  bronght  in,,  was  orderfd  to  be  pn^^an^j^  (c^DCUt 
lated ;  and  .with  those  two  clunses  onHj^  the  printed  copy  was  seal 
over  to  Ireland.  While  this  was  going  on,  and  in  the  interval  be- 
tween the  first  and  third  readings  of  the  bill,  some  of  the  otljcers 
of  the  Court  of  .King's  Ben<^h>  among  il^hom  this  extraordinary 
expected  trial  was  a  matter  of  conversation,  hlri  mentioiieifl^  thai 
it  was  impossible  the  tri^l^  as  th^.Jl^w  Iheih  stood,  shoftl^  f  ^er 
take  place ;  inasmuch  as  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  would  ne- 
Ter,  actiQidi»g  to  thoir  role,  put  a  ptrtjnon  his  trial,  where  he 
coold  0ot  i^ofi^l  the  •Itcuvldncii.'of  witxtiEisf^i. ' '  This  defect,  dia« 
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iiigly  notarbus,  that  this  too  ..had  been  from:  tbo  J^ 
begiiiniDg  aideep  and  in^dious  job  of  abPied; 

covered  by  the  talk  of 'the  officers,  cs^ne.  to  the  ears  of  persons 

interested,  in  prosecuting  the  trial.     They  carefully,  however, 
^a^ctaltd  their  it^ormation,  and  their  consequent  designs^  ^9 

there  was  nothing  so  inuch  dreaded^  as  a  debate  in  the  Com- 
qfions  00  the  bill,     ^cfjordingly  the  cls^uses,  which.were  marked 

the  34  a^  A^ih  sections  of  tl}e  statute  never  made  their  appear- 
.  afice  JiMitil  the  third  readii]g  of  the  bilU  which  is  almost  always 
iiVthci  House  a  matter  of  form  imaltended  tp.  .  Ti^hey  then  were 
ojTeredj  and  added,  when  probably  there  were  i^pt  twepty  mem*, 
bers  in  iKe:  House,  just  before  its  i;v*^ng,  ,  Thus,  Ui(^y  passed, 
^hboui  the  slightest  notice  or.  intimation.  If.  uotic^  bad  been 
gif^en,  there .  were  , persons  ready  tp  oppose  them  upon  sucti 
^'Oufidfi«  as  would  hav«  rendened  tb&  m^^^asiire  e^ttremely  difficult* 
if  not  .impossible  to  be  car^ied^  .  .         • 

\  By  tlie  practice  of  the  common  law  the  saine  pipoess  is  allow^ . 
ed  to  tbe  defendant  jn  a.  misdemeanour  for  his  defence  as  the 
<}rown  uses  io.his  prosecution  :  i.  e.  the  defendant  is  entitled  to 
the  betnefic  of  a  crown  summons  or  subpomd  to  compel  the  attend- 
ance of  witnesses,  and  upon  the  same  terms ;.  the  Crown  at  com-  - 
moo  \jiM  Frying  no  expences.  By  some  Iri^h  statutes.  Grand 
Juries  may  preseat  for  the  expence^  of  .witnesses  summoned  for 
tie  CroMfn;  but  this  is  an  exce()tion«  Tl;ii6  rule  pf  common  iaw^ 
Is  £>diided  upon  necessary  justice  and.  humanity.  A  person 
charged  with  a  crime  is  supposed  inaocent.  To  mulct  him  in 
ibe  pfelimiaaiy  steps  b}'  the  payment  of  witnesses  on  the  insti- 
tvtieo  ^f  ^  public  prosecution  wouH  be  an  intoler^le  hardship. 
The  Grown  pays  no  costs.  If  a  man. be  found  not  guilty,  thQ 
Cyown  would  by  this  means  ha,ve  the,  power  (and  has  the  power 
uttdcr  the  present  act}  of  mulcting  any^  tti^  n»c^t  innocent  man  . 
in  the  oommunity  in.  an  enormous  fine,  .Mr*' Justice  Johnson's 
expences  in  bringing  over  wjtfie«ajB|.  aUnie  cost  him  about  a 
thifosand  pounds*  Had  the  verdi^  ;been  in  his  favour  (w:ith.  due 
respierct  ta  the  Cemtmany  think  i^ouight]  then  a  nian  found  in** 
nocent  would  have  been  enonnousty  iiiu^d  without  remedy. 
jSapposiog,  on  the  other  baff4«  tha|  the  jpower  of  the  compul- 
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^}^ ^  power  tt>  aiv^er  the  '^^le^ivi:  of  vii%di8:tnre  neseot- 
ment.      tlie  great  sorenesi  of  '^ixl  jHardwtcke 

mry  process  of  Ae  Crown  to*  witnesses  be  cxtemled  from  one 
kingdom  to    another,   without  providing  for  the  paytnent  of 
their  expences,  tlte  same,  grinding  power,  whidi  is  now  pnt  m- 
lo  the  ha.ndft  of  the  Crowit  officers  over  the  pi-bperty  6f  any 
persoo  howjBver  innocent,  whoin  ihey  may  think   proper  tt 
char^y  would  he  giving  over  the  property  of  every  mati  in  th^' 
ocmififimnty,  whom  they  might  thinic  proper  to  persecate  by 
snmt^ioning  him  as  ^  witness.    For  however  idly  ^  Man  may  be 
sYimmoned  hy  the  Crown  he  has  no  redress;  except  unHer  s6me 
partictmir  stdttttes'as  t»  Grand  Juries.    But  tracer  this  statate- 
he  has  tio  redress  whatsoever,  if  he  be  somnitMied  not  on  hehalf 
off  tlie  defendant,  hot  on  behalf  of  the  Crown.-    For  it  19  not^  l^t 
«rt  provided,  that  t^ie  CT«#ir  #haH  pay  wHuesaes  auVnnioned  fer^- 
the  prosecution.     The  Crown  is  not  so  much  as^mimed  ;  and  thc^- 
Crown  cannot  behowri^en  or  ^lave*  its- prerogative  taken  saway 
without  being  named.    Upon  a  view  of  %he  wh^^le  tew,  as  It- 
stands  generally,  it  is  fiijl  ^f  paVtfal^Hy:     Accordfi^g  to  the  hw, 
as  it  how  stand*;  If  aVms^n  be  tried  Within  the  fcn>gdoi«i  w^i% 
he  resides,  he  haS  the  benefit  df  the  Crown  process;  *sformeN» 
\f\  wi^iotrt  paynitent.*    But  if  to  the  hardship  of  a  triiil.'be  «k 
I)>Tadded  the  hard^Mp  of  hf^n^  ch?^rged  with  having  -acaptd. 
<>urof  a  plixce,  where  he  *  never  was,  into  a  placr,  ^'hlch  he  hall 
never  t/uHt^d,  and  heitig  thehfore  dragged   Out  of'  ilie  >pltice,- 
wherc  he  had  always  !iVfc^,  in»o  a  place,  wlierd  he  rteirer  «x^- 
vi] :  a'nd  thtit  from  one  ki^gdoiA  to  ;anothef,  and  there j^endel^ ' 
lidbJe  to  the  jurisdicticfri  of  a  coinrt;  within  the  4iniits  #f  fi«liidtf 
he    had  tiever  breathini,'uitf4et  all  tho»e   aocomtils^ed  hani-' 
sTiips,  absurd  itt  physlef^;  iinpok^ble  in  na^re,  pretluced  byTb«  ' 
Wifd  ^fiction  of  \ftw,  hki  stM  IheA,  Htid  not'  «iM  then  paj^  M 
eiptncei  ;vfhereM  had  he*foeen  tri*Kl  iw  any^iler'Kttyv  except  . 
under  that  ^tute,  hi  w^ld  haf^  jiAid  •no  ^paiKcea. 

h  was  said  in  the  nMe,  pag^  'T4,'  that  the  oniy  p&m^  wmAt  '. 
at  the  trial  was/WhtMier'tiife'itoaliOMihfrt  sv«r«>iihe  Iwtit^t^^ 
of  Mr.  Justice  Jdhiisen.-   ^hat  was'tb«'«[Uei(l«d  off&oi,  nat« 
point  of  law.     As  by  "rihe  deeisiontA  llbfttcaso>.  and  j^e' rut^a 
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Mil  laopci.  fie*sUafc  at  llic ^jfeftecfioiis  maile iOf  tw  J^ 
t]mm  in  the  letters  of  ./^/lr^*lMr/.  had  fM^oduced  tbe 

».  ^ 

giv^ckby  tlie  .Bench,  tfae  lttvrior,|ibcitii  sbrweti  as  the  }x^  lopf  ciiw 

«iet«e<ej«[t  kaasit,  act^ordJAg  to  the  ^iftereliy  -prlwonceired'lipoicMli 
<tp:x\\tm  MiJ^cts,  aeems  -to  liavebeeft  »iitifi^  chsmg^^,  it  inKy 
Vs  neoesfiary;,  Ahaft  the  pubtic  raay  M  bwttreiof  the  ilxir,  as  iii4 
dbvi^(i«n.that'4fia4ito-iafke  floane  ROttoe  of.  itl  *    .1     •    •   -  r 

)ih  liie  diiiciusfwioiu 'and  bpon  the  dec*imn<af  the  evkieoeetit** 
9|»fMlit^|^  thbt  i|uesueii  iiS  fHe-ly  fevevaifioitits.of  lawiaf)pear'a» 
hflTet&^t-oni^r  bb^A  decided*  but  to  have  bee*  dacaoepedn  4iv 
|iag6{39  andS^'ofthe|3rinilcd  re|)ort«f  that  trioi,  WailttoiiCnhi^ 
h^  ivaKsaAttiited  46:^'eiev«4enoe,  that  fac  btad  Imedbed^  im  tiiv 

^  ^tiiie  ft««i^  imilff^  aft'thliAih^rieileEs;  aiftahdnjinoiiis^ter,  lenu 
^^liirkkg'vf  td«i,  fi hcfuher it Arocrl^i heligneeable ttcniiini to m^ditfif 
^ni^ii'clatid  certhiiiiraeQnd  UBeffdl^iitformatiiin  resfAdliMg  that 
cuodtry,.  Upoil  fanng  queitiba«d^  lofthe  ^isliKiiee  of  the  icttvr^ 
hhaaid,  he  believed  lit  wars  4d9ts  :  It.hoo!  been  sent  to  (the  prmtv 
ihgM)l&6e,  tdAtfW  tiotverer  he  admitted  be  h^d  nenrr  wentfddd  ibt" 
k«  tUftiaa  riie'Y«ftfitfi^io».:ortbi6  evtxh^iice,  A  great  aad*  getierdl' 
t^ah^'oK evidf tM}e  arises.  First*  that  a  a»i\^  who  had  uc^evnceiiL 
the  ()arty  wj'«ie,  and  ^ho  had  hever  seieii  soch  imiiiig  eaoepl^  iu 
tike  psu^iculdnr  fynfjer i,  and  ^vhohsui  viever  «ven  corofmred  ttbe  )»>-' 
Iters Mf^ethur,  sivouid  be  adcaktedito  gii^e  evidence  oFsiasiditud^  of 
band  wiitong. 

•  By  the  fof]n«irlaw.df'evi»ieace,siflAblittideofhand*writ4iigc 
He  giveii'tn  evk^nce  only  by  a  person,  ^tio  hid  seeathe  psrtjr 
wvite,  a*drhai^iiig  been  adoflstomod^to  seettte  writing,  €04ild  from 
his  gtfwirc/  ucqutdnunux  wkh  l^hfe  chanabter,  form  ^a  he^eC  ^hjit 

'  the  {rapier  produced  was  laf  the  sa^/te  hand-writing..  Btit  in  the 
jiwtteiit  a  iMb^rule  &fhw  is  laid  nlovi^n.  .  Cobbett)  had  itever  seen 
the  pQMTty  wcite,  liad  ndt;been«ccusrt0ined  to  see  his  ivciking,  and 
hhdiiev4r  ooojpbred  the  writieags  ti^ther,.  whiob^  he  s^Id,  wens 
wiittea  by  4he  time  head,  Th^relWe  <lhe  generail'  rujo  off  iaw 
owst  namr  becoosidered  as  totally  aliei^d.  Secondiy,  a»  to  giv- 
if^  parole  evideace  of  ihecoateats  of  lost  papers,  the  fvnjwr  ruJe 
was,  that  upon  proof,  U^at  a  paper  had  boiax  diligeritly  searched 
for  IM  t^i  places,  wher^  it  wa^  p.i)ob^ble  it  couJd  be  Oound,  and 
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}^^  prosecution  against  Mr.  Justice  Johnson :  and  as. 
the  statute  of  44  Geo«  III.  c  3.  s«  92«  was  the  ue^ 

was  not  foand,  then  and  not  till  tben^  was  parole  evidence'oC 
ihe  contents  of  .sucb  papers  admitted.  But  in  the  pr^sevft  ca^* 
the  witntes  was  received  to'  give  evidence  af  the  contents  of  a 
paper,  which  he  admitted  he  had  never  marched  for  in  the  place/ 
in  which  it  was  most  Ukeiy  to  be  founds  vis.  in  the  prioting-^ii^ 
fice,  to  which  he  had  himself  sent  it,  but  that  he  had  searched 
Ibr  it  ia  the  places  where' certainly  itcoold  not' have  been  foond; 
Tie.  his  own  house,  whence  be  had  sent  it.  This  decision  there-^ 
^Me  forms,  an  eotire  neea  rale  of  law.  As  to  reading  a  paper 
i^inst  a  defendant*  in  order  to  shew  its  lH>elious  teadency^,  the 
fur mer  rule  was  laid  down  by  Lord  Mansfield,  (5  Bmrrcfwi,  2689). 
that /wA/tcartoit  must /r.9if  be  f>roTed;  for  the  paper  cannot  be 
ttad  ufttti  it  be^rs^  proved  to  have  been  publisked,  Btit  in  the 
present  casoj  publication  was  proved  by  first  reading  the  paper^ 
in  order  to  prove,  from  its  internal  evidence*  as  it  was  called^ 
that  it  had  been  published.  The  former  rule  of  Jaw  therefore  and. 
tbe  latter  Are  directly  the  reverse  of  each  other.  The  first  regu-^ 
lating,  that  in  order  to  read,  publication  must /rs^  be  proved. 
Tlie  second  deciding,-  that  in  older  to  prove  publication*  yoa, 
may  first  read.  This  last  therefore  is  a  n^ti;  discovery  in  the  law. 
of  £nglaiMi.  Considering  it  in  the  plain  light  of  common  sense, 
this  last  seems  a  most  extraordinary  rule.  That  the  contents  of 
a  paper  may  afibrd  conclusive  evidence  of  intention,,  must  beat 
once  admitted.  But  that  the  contents  of  a  paper  should  aflEbrd 
evidence  of  the  €xa»</an  qf  on  oc^,  which  never  can  have  its 
commeKcentent  until  qfler  the  writing  ia  totally  finuthed,  seems  to 
confound  all  undentaf>ding  of  the  nature  of  physical  aod  meta-. 
pbysic:al  evidence.  Again*  let  if  be  sopposed*  that  this  rule  had 
existed  as  a  rule  of  faw  at  the  lime  of  the  case  of  the  seven  bi*: 
shops.  Th^.rule  noto,  according  to  the  reported  case  of  Mr.  J*. 
Johnson  is,  that  the  contents  of  a  paper  may  be  read  against,  ar 
party  brfore  publication  is  proved*  and  in  order  to  prove  publicatioiiv 
from  the  tn/^rrta/ evidence  (as  it  was  called)  of  the  contents  of  tbtt 
paper.  Suppose  then  thi$  rule  had  exiated  at  the  time  of  the  case 
of  the  seven  bishops.     The  paper  of  the  bi<ihops  war»  proved  t^. 
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«  • 

•mveiited  engine,  by  which  lie  was  to  be  tortured    ^*^* 
and  punished  for  Itbose  wflectioBs,  it  is  a  fact  not 

* 

'bave  been  written  by  thettij  tiirt  in  Surrey.    It  was  found  in  the 
Klng^s  hand  in  Middlesex.  This  was  insistod  on,  as  evidence  of  a 
ptibTicafiion  In  Middlesex.  But  the  Court  denied  it    Bat  suppose 
'the  Council  for  the  Crown  had  insisted  upon  reading  the  paper, 
to  shew  from  the  internal  evidence  of  its  contents,  that  publica- 
tion had  taken  place  in  'Middlesex.     Nq  paper,  that  ever  existed 
could  baVe  gone  so  far  under  the  dffcumstances  to  raise  a  prc- 
'sumpiion  elf  publicaiioD  in  MiddlesexPliy  the  bishops.    It  was  a 
petition  directed  to  the  'King  by  the  bishops.     Could  any  cir- 
cumstantial evidetice  have  gone  so  far  to  prove  the  fact  of  deli- 
vering, i.  e.  of  publication  by  the  bishops  ?  But  the  Court  re- 
fused t6  let  fr€sumpti&ns  alone  go  to  the  Jury  of  such  a  fact.     It 
uiMs(t%tJirow:d,  The  Counsel  for  the  Crown  at  that  time,  did  noft 
•venture  to  oflfer  to  read  the  paper  before  publication  was/>rora2,  in 
'orJcr  to]prove  "ft  by  internal  eTidience.     The  Council  did  not  ven- 
ture to  offer,  and  the  Court  would 'not  have  ventured  to  receive 
it.    We  must  now  suppose  the  rule  of  law  to  have  been  since 
changed;  because!  X^t  least  as  it  has  been  reported)  a^ different 
'rule  has  been  promulgated  in  times  of  the  utmost  light  and  of  the 
utmost  purity.    The  case  of  the  seven  bishops  w^s  mentioned  at 
the  trial  of  Judge'  Johnsop,  was  insisted  on  as  a  precedent  sup- 
porting the  case  of  the  defendant.     But  it  was  denied,  and  (a^  it 
is  reported)  a  singular  distinction  was  taken  by  the  Court,  in  or- 
der to  found  a  different  rule  of  evidence  from  tifat  precedent. 
In  page  67*  of  the  reported  trial,  the  Chief  Justice,  in  cum« 
-paring  the  cases  of  the  "seven  bishops  and  of  Mr.  Judge  JafaQ- 
-Sbn,  is  made  to  «ay.  But  what  was  the  paper  itidf  ?' a  libel. 
'No ;  it  was  a  fair,  decent  loyal  remonstrance  to  his  Majesty,  &c. 
This  petition  indeed  wa^  called  a  libel ;  but  Was  that  a  libel  ^ 
No :    not  unless  the  act  of  publishing  it  could  be  called  a  libel; 
'but  where  is  the  -  akaloot  between  that  caser  and  tliis  ?     Here  is 
apapet,  which  every  body  admits  to  be  a  libel  published  in  the 
•county  of  Middlesex ;  and  if  the  thing  be  a  libel,  as  undoubt- 
edly tt  is;  the  only  question  is,  whether  the  defendant  prociiretf 
it  to  be  published  in  the  county  of  Middlesex?    It  is  to  be  job* 
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1806.    unworthy  of  notice,  that  the  two  foremo&t  persons 
upon  the  committee  for  bringing  in  that  bill,  .were 

served,  that  the  bishops,  as  well  as  Mn  Justice  JofaoBon,  were 
indicted  or  informed  against^  not  only  for  publishing,  but  for 
causing  or  procuring  to  be  published,  according  to  the  usual  form. 
There  the  analogy  is  perfect.  But  the  Cl^ief  Justice  observes, 
the  cases  are  not  analogous.  Therefore  tfte  dillerence  must  be  io 
some  other  circumstance.  Where  tbeki  is  the  difierence  ?  Why, 
in  what  it  is  reported  theX|^i^f  Justice  stated;  namely^  that.th^ 
paper  of  the  bishops  wa^  'hot  a  libel^  ^.nd  that  the  p^per  of  Mr. 
Justice  Johnson  was  a  libel.  Now  we  caapot.  suppose  this  dis-^ 
tinctipn  taken  by  the *Ghi^f  Justice  impertinent  tp  the  qqestioa 
theii  before  the  Court.  What  was  that  question  ?  Whether  evi- 
dence different  from  that  of  the  bishops  case  should  be  received, 
on  Judge  Johnson's  case  ?  And  different  evidence  waf  received  ^ 
%o  prove  the  ^ame  issue,  as  the  charges  in  both  were  the  same. 
Upon  what  ground  was  that  different  evidence  received  ?  Upop 
the  difference  of  fact  upon  the  two  case.«.  What  was  that  differ* 
cnce  of  fact?  Why  that  one  paper  was  a^ libel,  and  the  other 
^p&per  was  not  a  libel.  Therefore  this  genbkal  rule  in  the  law 
jof  England  seems  to  be  established.  That  a  papei*,  which  is  a 
libel,  may  be  proved  against  a  defendant,  by  totally  different 
evidt^nce  from  a  paper,  which  is  not  a  libel,  and  tliat  the  proof 
•of  a  paper  writing,  varies,  according  to' the  tenor  or  contents  of 
that  paper.     4  new  ruh ! 

Tbe  next  rule,  which  may  be  drawn  from  comparing  different 
parts  of  the  trial  together,  is  as  follows.     Upon  that  part  of  the 
case,  (p.  p2  and  33.)  wherein  the  evidence  was  offered  of  the 
conteut$;qf  that  letter,  which  contained  the  first  Overture  to  Cob^ 
bett  to,  publish,  and  of  the  similitude  of  its  hand- writing  to  the 
subsequent  lette^,  the  printed  reportx>f  the  trialgives  the  follow^ 
ing  observation  to-  the  Chief  Justice.     Thi^  is  really  nothing 
^oxe,  than  to  account  for  the  letter  being  directed  in  a  particu- 
Jar  ms^nner,  and  really  it  is  hardly  worth  a  contest.     A$  to  tl^c 
hand-writ i^ig  in  that  letter,  tfierc.if^  nothing  in  this  evidence  to  qffpct 
the  defendant,  qndit  does  nof  signify  a  farthing.     But  in  page 
US,  where  t^e  Chief  Justice,  charges  the  Jury,  the  report  of 
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Mr.  Perceval,  tiie  brother-in-law  of  Lord  Redes-  ^  ^^ 
dale,  and  Mr.  Yorke,  tbe  brother  of  Lord  Hard* 

the  trial  gives  him  upon  the  same  part  of  the  evidence,  \iz.  the 
aocrture,  the  following  words.  *  The  next  evidence  is  that,  which 
relates  to  the  fact  of  the  hand-writing.  *^  This  evidence  is  necbs- 
'*  SARiLY  COUPLED  with  the  ovBRTCRB  Ddade  to  Mr.  Gobbett,  and 
**  the  fact  is  to  be  made  out  by  proof,  ^harthe  defendant  w^as  ac- 
•'  tually  the  writer  of  the  libels.**  From  comparing  the  observation 
as  that  of  the  Chief  Justice  at  the  time  of  t^e  offer,  and  admission 
of  the  evidence  respecting  the  ovtrfure,  with  the  charge  upon  that 
same  evidence  qfier  it  was  so  adttdtted,  the  following  conclusion 
arises.  That  evidence,  which  upon  bemg  offered  is  declared  by 
the  Court,  th^  it  can  in  nothing  affect  the  drfendant,  and  t/iat  it 
does  not  sigmfy  a  farthing,  may  become  access aeilv  couplep 
with  the  only  evidence,  which  directly  affected  the  defendant, 
namely,  the  evidence  of  hand-writipg  of  the  libellous  papers, 
and  by  that  necessary  accouplement,  to  bind  that  chain  of  evi- 
dence against  the  defendant,  which  without  that  necessary  accou* 
plement  woald  have  been  unconnected  and  imperfect.  Either 
'  the  coupling  together  the  two  pieces  of  evidence  was  necessary,  or 
it  was  not.  If  it  were  necessary,  (and  the  Chief  Justice  is  re- 
ported to  have  said  it  was)  then  the  proof  would  have  been  de- 
fective without  that,  which  was  necessary  to  its  perfection.  And 
if  it  were  so  necessary,  then  the  defendant  could  not  have  been 
convicted  without  it.  And  if  he  could  not'  have  been  convicted 
without  it,  then  he  was  convicted  upon  tbe  admission  of  evidence, 
which  the  Chief  Justice  is  reported  to  have  declared  upon  its  ad- 
mission, (p.  33,)  ftad  nothing  in  it  to  affect  the  drfendant,  and  did 
not  sigrdfy  a  farthi/ng.  Hence  this  general  rule  of  the  law  of 
England  may  be  inferred.  That  a  party  prosecuted,  may  be 
cbnvicted  by  the  necessary  accouplement  of  evidence,  which  in 
on^  part  has  nothing  in  it  to  affect  the  defendant,  and  does  not 
sigoify  a  farthing.  Such  is  the  state  (as  it  is  reported)  of  the  law 
of  England.  Another  singular  principle  in  the  law  of  England^ 
toi^y  be  discovered  from  reading  the  part  of  the  evidence  of  Mr^ 
Giffard,  as  it  is  reported  in  p.  105.  Mr.  Giffard  having  said, 
(bat  be  held  an  office  in  the  revenue,  but  was  turned  out  of  it  by 
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J^^  wickc,  both  prosecutors.     It  m^t  moreover  ntit 
to  be  Ibrgottet],  that  some  ^Hcate  ^mpediiDeots 

Lord  Hardwicke,  was  asked  why  ?  He  answered  by  sayipi^  for 
that  -being  a  Protestaat^  Jie  had  moyed  a.  petition  to  the  ]!inperial 
Pariiameat^  pi^ayioj^  them  to. sustain  the  King  ^od  ConatitutioQ. 
'Upon  ihfs  evidence*  the  Chie£  Justii:e  (a^  it  is  r^ppri^d^jp.  13^1^ 
.Baa<]e  the  foUowing  commeni^  *'  U  is  a  libel  on  that  jtKibie  Lord'js 
."  Ghjajra<Aer  to  s^^pose  there  can  bfi.irnuh  \a  si^ch  a  statement/' 
tieace^it  fellows  in  fact*  that  any  'peraoa.then  in  Court,  who 
9pight  lor  a momeHt  evenmenlally  have  «z^o&?c{  Mr*  GifFard't 
.'Oirid^Rce  to  have  b^en  true,  ^3&guUty  of  a  likely  la^y  the  solemn 
'deoiaion  of  a  \$:isA  ^i  bair  in  the  Court  of  Ki-ng's. Bench.  Hence 
the  following  general  rule  of  the  law  of  England,  appears  to 
ha¥«  been  then  solenmly  'e^tobJished.  That  a  mere  su^osiiian^ 
.(which  includes,  «^8  wel4  an  internal  cogitation^  as  an  outward 
expression  either  bywords  or  writing)  may  be  zlibdz  and  that 
lie,  who  hashiffhaads  tied  behiiKi  his  back,  and  a. gag  put  into 
bis  mouth,  m^y»  if  be  should  s^^ose  (or  cogitate^  ee  insto/nti  be 
a  libelkr.  But  if  the  solemn  decision  (as  it  is  reported)  of  the 
King's  Bench  upon  this  last  point  be  historically  <;oupled  with 
Buhsequeot  events,  it  will  afford  no  favourable  comment  on  thQ 
existing  Uw  of  England.  For  in  the  very  .ses3ion  of  parliament, 
which  succeeded  the  time  of  this  trial,  the  Earl  of  H^rdwicke 
Upon  some  <;liarg«s  having  beenmade  in  debate  in  Parliament 
rre(atii^e  «to  th^^  above  mentioned  dismission  of  Mr.  GiiTard,  caused 
>  .the  Lords  to  be  summoaed;  and  upon  their  meeting  did  pub- 
'  -iicly  istalehis  own  conduct,  a(nd  explicitly  admit,  that  he  had  so 
dismissed  Mr.  GifTard  for  the  ver^^  reason  as  assigned  by  Mr. 

,  GifTard ;  namely^  for  having  moved  such^  petition.     The  noble 

,  £ari  4¥>\yeyor  added,  that  hej^ad  caused  l^is  pleasure, previous  to 
be  intimated  to  Mr.  Gi4rard,  t^9i  no  &uch  petition  should  be 

.  mov«tl.  The  £arl  puhii^l^t  justified  his  conduct  on  this,  identical 
,fkct»  as  stated  in>evi()i')i^|^.     Heoce  it  follows,  that  by  the  law 

«  of  England^  as  k 'i»i 'reported,  ito  I^ave  been  solexpnly  ruled  oathip 
occasion,  <a<ntin  may  bej*ui(iy  of  a  libel  bj|  even  imernalltf  sup^ 

.;j»os}>@,.lhat  anolther  jsnan  didvpierform  ^vaX  actipr)^  which  the  per- 
former publicly  declarfs  he  >did>  and  tiu3tifip».  bis  having  don* 
it. 
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arose  in  the  minds  of  the  niinisters  against  their  ^^}^ 
doing  any  thing,  which  should  cast  too  severe  a 
censure  upon  the  conduct  of  their  predecessors  in 
office,  inasmuch  as  Lord  EUeOiborough,  a  member 
of  their  own  cabinet,  h^d  tried  Judge  Johnson, 
ai\d  on  the  trial  liad  gone  unprecedented,  and  in 
the  opinion  of  the  sounder  part  of  the  profession, 
most  uo  warrantable  lengths*  in  order  to.  render  the 
justice  of  Westminster-ball  ancillary  to  the  policy 
of  Downing-streett.  A  practice  too  prevalent,  alas! 
with  the  system  both  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  : 
and  that  Lord  Hapdwicke  h^d  joined  their  admi- 
nistratiop*  In  order  therefore  •  to  put,  as  quiet  a 
close  to  the  matter  as  possible,  the  Attorney  Ge- 
Beral  was  directed,  and  he  accordingly  did  enter  a 
hoU  prosequi  on  the  record,  as  of  Trinity  Term 
iao6.  The  learned  Judge,  wlipse  health  was  much 
on  the  decline,  was  allowed  to  retire  upon  a  pen- 
sion £6r  his  life. 

The  parliamentary  proceeding  of  the  session,  irUh  reve- 
which  most  particularly  affected  Ireland,  was  Sir 


nu^andre- 
sotiTces. 


AH  the  above  observations  most  be  taken,  as  relating  to  the 
trial,  as  it  U  r^orted.  The  law  of  Eiighiod  is  in^such  a  Btate, 
that  no  man  subj^ect  to  it  can  possibly  koo^»  or  unless  he  be 
personally  present,  cap  presume  to  kncKw  what  passes  in  any 
Court  of  Justice.  No  oiSciai  or  authorised  account  is  ever  pub- 
lished of  such  proceeding^. .  Trials  reported  are  taken  upon  the  ' 
credit  ef  unauthorised  reporters.  They  are  mere  historic  me- 
morials of  the  times ;  and  authorize  the  annalist  to  submit  th6se 
reflections  to  his  reader,  as  arising  out  of  them.  This  trial  ap- 
parently tended  tQ  draw  the  seotioients  of^tha Bench  more  closely 
into  unison  with  the  feelings  of  the  Court,  than  the  law  and  con- 
stitution of  these  realms  either  inCeba  or  warrant. 
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_]?^  John  .Newport's  statement  of  the  revenues  and  thtj 
resources  of  the  country  to   the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  upon  his  opening  the  Irish  bud* 
get.     He  assured  the  House,  that  though  in  some 
respects,  he  could  not  congratulate  them  on  the 
state  of  the  revenues  of  Ireland  ;  yet  whatever  de- 
ficiency did  exist,  had  arisen  from  the  want  of  or- 
der, regularity,  and  arrangement  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  revenues.     It  was  extremely  desirable 
to  establish  the' same  regulations  in  Ireland,  that 
were  in  force   in  England.     However,  not  with- 
standing  the  difficulties  and  impediment^,  which 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  Ireland  had  to  encoun- 
ter, he  was  happy  to  state,  that  the  country  pos- 
sessed means  and  resources,  that  would  materially 
add  to  the  strength  of  the  Empire.     The  value  of 
the  exports  from  Ireland  last  year,  amounted  to 
^6*5, 202, boo,  being  a  considerable  advance  upon 
the  exports  of  the  preceding  year.     The  export  of 
linens  also,  and  the  import  of  flax-seed,  had  con- 
siderably increased  during  the  same  period.     The 
exports  of  the  last  year  were  greater  in  amount, 
than  the  exports  of  any  preceding  year  since  the 
year  1792.    Another  proof  of  the  progressive  pros- 
perity of  that  country,  which  arose  out  of  the  en- 
crease  of  its  exports,  was  the  course  of  exchange, 
which  had  remained  steadily,  during  the  last  four 
months  lower,  than  at  any  former  period.     The 
terms,  upoa  which  the  last  Joan  had  been  nego- 
ciated  in  Ireland,  afforded  a  still  stronger  proof  of 
its  encrease  of  prosperity  and  confidence  in  the  go- 
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vernttient  They  were  more  advantageous^  than  ^^^^^ 
the  terms,  upon  vyhich  any  loan  had  been  nego- 
ciated  in  Ireland  since  the  year  1792.  As  to 
the  supplies  for  the  year,  the  proportion  of  contri- 
bution to  be  raised  by  Ireland  to  the  joint  charge 
of  the  Empire,  was,  with  currency,  .£5, 739, §80 
The  separate  charge  of  Ireland,  in- 
cluding the  interest  of  its  debts,     .      2,522,340 


Being  in  the  whole,        .        .        ;         8,262,220 
Which  he  proposed  to  be  raised  by 

a  loan  of  two  millions  in  Endand,      .     2, 1 66, 000 
Ditto,  in  Ireland,         •  .  .         2,000,000 

By  treasury  bills,  \  .        .         .      *   .      500,000 
The  revenue  pf  Ireland,  he  should 

take  at        .         .         .         .         .       3,800,000 

On  the  1st  of  the  preceding  January,  it  had  pro- 
duced for  the  antecedent  year  «£' 3,360,000,  but  he 
had  reason  to  think,  that  c£*  100, 000  of  the  reve- 
nue  of  tliat  year  had  not  been  collected.  He  pi-o- 
posed  to  carry  the  revenue  of  the  year  1806  to 
^3,800,000,  by  the  following  new  taxes,  viz. 
By  a  tax  of  3s.  6d.  per  cwt  on  all  brown  and  Mus- 
covado sugar,  with  a  correspondent  duty  on  East 
India  sugar,  estimated  at  ,£74,000. 

A  duty  of  2s.  per  cwt,  on  iron  imported  into 
•Ireland,  in  place  6f.  the  present  duty  of  I2s.  6d, 
per  ton,         .         .  .         .        ^.         cfl5,000 

An  additional  duty  on  all  teas  under 

2s.  6d.  per  ditto,  \  .  2,000 

Stamp  duties,  according  to  a  new 

schedule,  .  .  .  80,000 

Stamps  on  entries,  •  •  21,000  • 
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1806.  Regulations  of  the  duty  on  distilleries,  by  taking 
off  the  duty  of  8. per  cent,  pn  stills  of  500  gallons, 
find  peduciag  the  bounty  froip  \S  to  8  per  cent,  on 
those  of  1000  gallons,  .  /  ['.  \  470,6o6 
Regulation  of  duty  upon  naalt„   .        .  60^000 

Ditto,  of  duty  upon  hats,  auctions, 

and  paper,  <  .  .  5,000 

By  taking  away  certain  allowances 
to  Masters  of  ships  in  particular 
ports,  .  .  .  .         5,800 

Tlie  Hon,  Baronet  then  stated,  that  as  to  the 
balances  in  the  hands  of  deceased  or  dismissed  col- 
lectors^  no  effort  should  be  wanting  on  his  part  to 
recover  them.  They  amounted  in  the  year  I&05 
to  <£«28,800. 

Mr.  Foster  and  several  other  gentlemen  spoke 
upon,  the  subject. 

Mr^  Paiuaellj  who  is  ever  alive  to  the  interests  of 

Ireland,,  most  appositely  drew  the  attention  of  the 

House  to  the  generd  financial  situation  of  tlie 

country,,  as  represented  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer  himself.     He  calculated,  that  were  the 

debt  of  Ireland  to  encrease  with  the  same  rapidity 

a^  ^  present  for  15  years,  it  would  at  that  period, 

amount  to  1 20  millions.    He  therefore  called  upon 

*  ministers  to  adopt  some  efficient  jneasures  for  re- 

strainii^  the  progress  of  so  alarming  an  evil 

j^fefofthe     Another  object  important  to  Ireland,  drew  the 

^.         attention  of  Parliament  to  this  country  towards 

the  close  of  the  session.  Sir  John  Newport  brought 

in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Irish  poor,  which  was 

'm  part  supported  by  Mr.   Bagwell,  but  strongly 
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opposed  by  Mt.  J^osttr  and  Mr.  Alexatid^.  Mr.  *«^^- 
jhtrnell  warmly  supported  the  bill  Mr.  Bag* 
WeH  thatiked'  tht  Right  Hon.  D^ronet  fof  hfe  per- 
severancie  in  thb  bill,  but  apprehended  there 
W2is  a  fiorat  or  two,  in  which  they  might  dif- 
fer. As  the  law  then  stodd,  Grand  Juries  had  the 
ppwer  to  raise  ^400  on  counties,  and  ^fiOO  on 
cities;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  iii 
those  counties,  which  had  cities,  there  were  houses 
of  Industry,  supported  by  the  aggregate  sum ; 
but  in  those  counties,  which  Had  no  cities,  the 
contrary  was  the  case ;  he  therefore  hoped,  that 
power  would  be  given  to  the  Grand)<ifuries  of  tine 
latter,  to  make  up  that  deficiency,  as  many  of  the 
counties  so  situated  in  Ireland^  possessed  more 
opulence,  than  some  of  those,  that  had  cities. 
"From  tlie  time,  that  this  assessment  of  e£^400K 
upon  counties  v^as  first  granted  for  the  poor,  it 
had  never  been  increased,  although  for  other  pur- 
poses, rates  had   been  made  to   the  amount  of 

# 

«f 30,000,  though  the  people  themselves  were  so 
anxious  to  have  provision  made  for  the  poor,  that 
houses  were  built  by  private  subscriptions,  rising 
in  a  gradation  c?f  from  100  to  1000  guineas.  It 
should  be  remembered,  that  there  were  no  poor 
laws  in  Irtland;  and  he  hoped,  it  would  remain 
so,  for  the  Country  was  toc>  poor  to  support  the 
extravagance  of  the  English  system  of  poor  laws. 

Mr.  Foster  considered  this  as  a  law  professing  Mr. Fc^ster** 
to  assist  that  of  1772,  for  taking  up  idle  persons,  ^g^n'i 
and  obliging  them  to  work.     That  act  was  only  «>?'»>«% 
Carried  into  execution  in  Dublin,  where  now  tlie 
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3Urti  of  20,0001.  was  paid  annually  for  the  support 
of  vagaboftds.     Dublin  being  considered  as  tbe 
centre,  all  the  otlher  counties  entirely  neglected 
them.     If  tbe  bill  were,  as  h^  supposed,  intended 
to  compel  Grand  Juries  to  extend  their  powers  in 
this  respect,  he  should  vote  against  it ;  and  parti- 
cularly, as  he  thought  it  by  far  too  late  in  the  ses- 
sion to  press  a  measure  of  such  delicate  in[\por- 
tance,  which  jaad  been  so  frequently  agitated  and 
rejected  by  the  Irish  Pi^rliament.  Mr.  Bagwell  said, 
there  were  houses  of  Industjy  in  other  places,  be 
sides  Dublin,  .but  that  tliey  were  supported  by  pri- 
vate subscription. 
sirjoho         Sir  John  Newport  explained,  that  if  the  Highr 
«xpTIi^     Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Foster)  had  attended  to  the 
l>ill,  he  would  find,  that  it  expressly  provided,  that 
one- half  of  the  houses  should  be  appropriated  to 
the  correction  of  vagabonds  and  sturdy  beggars, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  relief  of  the  needy  poor. 
The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  was  al^o  wrong  in  sup- 
posing, that  this  was  the  first  time  levies  for  this 
purpose  had  been  made  compulsory  upon  Grand 
Juries,  of  which  he  quoted  two  or  three  instances, 
and  the  oply   compulsion   was  on  the  counties, 
which  had  houses  of  Industry,  to  piaititain  them. 
As  to  the  charge  of  bringing  it  forward  so  late  in 
the  sessfon,  he  appealed   to  the  recollection  of 
members,  whether  he  had  not  made  the  same  pro- 
position^, last  year.     In  the  early  part  of  the  ses- 
sion, he  was  for  a  time  kept  out  of  his  seat,  by 
what  he  fnust  ever  think  a  very  improper  proceed- 
ing.    Since  then,  his  time  had  been  fully  oc|;u- 
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pied,  as  would  be  proved  by  the  great  mass  of  bu-  ^*^- 
siness  he  had  already  brought  forwani*;  and  late 
as  it  then  was,  he  hoped  he  might  be  permitted  to 
go  on  with  a  measure,  which  he  felt  to  be  so  essen- 
tial to  the  welfare  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Alexander  said,  that  however  disagreeable  Mr.  ai«c- 
it  might  be  to  oppose  a  measure,  the  object  ofpos«th« 
which  was  professed  to  be  humane  and  charitable,  ™*""''®' 
he  must  object  to  all  new  and  partial  schemes  ;  as 
hitherto  the  relief,  holden  out  to  one  class  of  the 
poor  in  Ireland,  fell  heaviest  on*  the  other  poor 
part  of  it.    "Tire  greatest  part  of  the  taxes  of  the 
North  of  Ireland,  was  paid  by  people  inhabiting 
houses  of  about  5l.  a  year,  and  as  no  other  pro- 
perty there  but  lands  and  houses  contributed  to  the 
payment  of  the  poor,  he  was  desirous  of  having    , 
some  more  general  measure.     Mr.  Parnell  said,  it 
was  impossible  to  travel  over  the  high  roads  in  Ire- 
land, without   being  ^sensible  of  the  necessity  of 
this  measure ;  and  as  to  the  objection  of  its  falling 
licavy  on  tht  land  owners;  they  were  a  description 
of  persons*  in  -that  country  the  best  able  to  afford 
it.     The  bill  was  then  read  a  first,  and  ordered  to 
be  reacl  a  second  time  on  the  morrow. 

It  appeared  during  the  first  session 'of  the  Par-The«ew 
liament,  that  the  new  ministers  studiously'avoided,  "»y"k^" 
as  much  as  possible,  any  interference  with  Ireland,  pr"^,*"^? 
The  public  mind  Warnearly  engrossed  with  the  im-***®  '**''"*• 
peachment  of  Lord  Melville  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
(where  he  was  acquitted)  the  pending  and  ulti- 
mately unsuccessful  negociations  for  peace,  with 
France^  the  unfortunate  expedition  under  General 
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1806:  Whitelock  to  Buenos  Ayres,  and  other  matters  not 
particularl^flfecting  Ireland.  The  Pa'rliament  was 
prorogued  on  the  83d  of  July  1806,  and  the 
Kind's  Speech  was  delivered  in  the  House  pf  P^ers 
by  tlie  Lord  Chancellor^  as  the  head  of  tiie  com^- 
niission  appointed  by  his  Majesty  for  that  purpose. 
It  did  not  even  obliquely  hint  at  Ireland.  It  ex- 
pressed his  Majesty's  satisfaction  ajl;  his  Parlia- 
ment's unreniittong  attention  to  the  mo^t  important 
*  '     iiitencsts  of  his  Empire :  viz..  the  peptnaneQt  im- 

>•*."  provenient  of  the  various  branches  of  the  military 

system,  and  the  regulations  for  the  sf)eedy  and  ef- 
fectual a^idit  of  the  public  ^ accounts.  It  Uianked 
the  House  of  Commons  for  the  Itbecal  supplies  they 
had  voted  for  tlie  various  exigencies  of  the  public 
service,  by  which  a  lar»e  proportion  of  them  waa 
provided  for  within  the  year.  His  Majesty  was 
particularly  sensible  of  that  fresh  mark,  of  their  at- 
tachment to  him  in  the  provisions  they  had  made 
for  enabling  the  younger  branches  of  his  family  to 
meet  the  necessary  expences  of  their  stations.  In 
referring  to*  the  pending  negociations  for  peace,  his 
Majesty  looked  with  confidence  to  the  conitinua;- 
tion  of  that  union  and  public  spirit  among  all 
ranks  of  his  people,  which, could  alone  give  energy 
to  war,  and  security  to  peace. 
vamen-  ^'  ^^^  foixlly  imagined  by'  the  great  body  of 
pectancieg  j^isi^  Catholics,  that  ibe  prorogation  of  Parlia- 
tholes  in  ment  would  afford  the  Irish  gowrnnient  leisure 
and  time  to  attend  to  tliose  internal  improvements 
in  the  execution  of  the  existing  laws,  u|)on  the  pro- 
mise of  which,  they  had  refrained  from  bringing 
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their  claims  before  the  Parliaroeat  during:  the  late  i*^- 
session.  Mr.  Ponton  by  the  Chancellor,  and  Mr, 
Hiiott  the  Secretary,  had-  in  the  mean  while  fre- 
quent interviews  with  such  of  the  leading  Catho- 
lics, as  were  supposed  to  have  the  mpst  infliiienqe 
ovei-  the  city  of  I>ublin,  and  tl^e  country  at  large. 
None  of  them'  placed  confidence  in  Mr,  Elliott: 
Had  he  the  :po\ver,  they  doubted  bis  inclination  to 
serve  their  cause.  Not  so  with  Mr.  Ponsonby.  ^ 
They  all  knew  he  commanded  the  power,  and  few  ,* 

doubted  the  sincerity  of  ht$  inclinations  in  their 
•fiiiiour.  As  the  object  of  these  interviews  evi- 
deotljrnvas  to  induce  the  Catholics  to  keep  back 
their  petitiion,  Mr.  Ponsonby  assumed  all  the  courr 
ttey  andf^ttention,  w^ich  could  be  shewn;  his 
table  was  open  to  several,  as  bis  closet  was  to  all. 
These  interviews  anirl  consultations  of  the  Chan- 
cellor with  the  different  Catholic  gentlemen  for  a 
considerable  time,  bore  the  appearance  of  se^ 
•crecy,  anxiety  aad:mystery.  As  there  existed  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  amongst  those .Catljolics,  whom 
he  saw  and  conversed  with  about  the  manner  and 
season  of  bringing  forward  their  claims,  it  is  to  he 
presumed,  that  the  diflEerent  representations  of  tlie 
feelings  of  the  Catholic  body  made  to  him,  pro- 
bably in  very  different  manners,  left  him  under  a 
perplexing  em  harassment.  Mr.  Ponsonby  had  not, 
like  Mr.  Fox,  offered  his  best  energies  to  support 
their  petition,  if  they  tl^nght  proper  to  bring  it 
forward,  at  the  hazard x)fihis  situation-  No  other 
public  measure,  which  (even  indirectly)  affected . 
the  great.  Irish  population,  was  attempted  during 
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1806.    f|,e  firgt  10  months  of  the  new  administration,  than 
the  refusal  of  a  commission  for  the  county  of  Ar- 
magh to  Mr.  Wilson,  and .  the  before  mentiori^ 
unsatisfactory  moves  in  the  magistracy  of  Wexford 
and  Carlow. 
Reforms  in       Great  activity  appeared  in  the  fiscal  system  and 
^nwit!'^'*  official  attentions  to  the  revenue,  in  consequence 
"^''^■"        of  Sir  John  Newport's  personal  investigation  into 
every  department  depending  in  any  manner  upon 
the  Chancellorship  of  the  Exchequer.  Some  move- 
ments and  alterations  were  made  in  consequence. 
Tlie  Board  of  Commissioners  was  divided  into  Ex- 
cise and  Customs.     In  the  new  commission*  was 
prominently  placed  Mr.  Alexander  Marsden,  whose 
continuance  in  the  office  of  confidential  Secretary 
was  too  loudly  clamoured  against  by  the  nation, 
to  be  unheeded  by  the  new  managers  of; 5 the  6l4 
system.     His  claims  upon  them  for  having  sup- 
ported that   system  through  a   great   variety  of 
changes   with   perseverance,    zeal  and   dexterity, 
were  too  strong  not  to  be  handsomely  rewarded : 
be  was  accordingly  appointed  to  the  lucrative  si- 
tuation of  a  commissioner  of  the  inland  excise  and 
taxesf .     Two  of  the  vacancies  in  the  commission 

•  The  new  commissioners  were  Mr.  A.  Marsden,  Mr.  Ed-  • 
ward  Taylor,  Mr.  Terry,  The  Hon.  Abraham  Hutchinson,  Mr. 
Duodas,  and  Mr.  George  Mackay. 

f  Mr.  Marsden  was  like  other  great  public  characters,  ex- 
posed to  the  utigratefu]  shifti^ft  of  the  populam  aura.  At  tke 
quarter  assembly  of  the  city  foT  Dublin^  aa  address  of  thanks* 
which  had  been  voted  by  the  lord  Mayor  and  Board  of  Alder- 
men to  Alexander  Marsden,  Esq.  late  Secretary  in  the  civil  de^- 
partinent  at  the.  Castle  for  his. conduct^  whilst  in  office^  vi^as  pre** 
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were  occasioned  by  the  promotion  of  the  Earl  of  ^  ^soc- 
Donoughmofe  tothe  Post  Office,  and  the  dismis- 
sal of  Mr.  Longfield.  Mr,  Trail,  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  Mr.  A.  Marsden,  was  a  gentle- 
man, who  had  formerly  worked  under  the  old  sys^- 
tern,  and  was  rather  distinguislied  by  his  predilec- 
tions and  zeal  for  supporting  it.  The  ultimate 
results  of  those  fiscal  alterations* introduced  by 

sented  to  the  assembly  of  the  Sheriffs  and  Commons,  requesting 
their  concurrence.  The  address  had  been  brought  forward  in  the 
upper  assembly  by  certata  advocates  for  the  new  police  bilh 
which  Mr.  Marsden  had  been  so  assiduous  in  preparing  for  the 
city.  .  The  only  merit  openly  insisted  upon  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Marsden,  was  his  urbanity  and  politeness  of  manners  when  offi- 
cially applied  to.  His  antagonists  replied,  that  as  well  might  a 
4ancing- master  be  addressed  for 'the  gracefulness^  of  his  bow. 
Mr.  Marsden's  a^ivity  under  Lord  CastJereagh  in  forcing  thi3 
Union  was  coupled  ii^ith  his*  ardent  zeal  for  carrying  a  policy 
bill,  which  trampled  on  all  the  ancient  chartered  rights  of  the 
cHy^  A  division  was  called  for  :  and  42  black  beans  appeared 
against,  and  only  22  white  beans  for  the  address  to  this  om^ 
powerful  favourite  in  th^^^j' 

*  The  present  financial  *i^e  of  the  Irish  nation  is.so^lann* 
ing,  that  the  reality  cannot  be  too  st|rong]y  put  before  the  public^ 
The  national  debt  has  been  trebled  since  the  Union.  It  then 
IK  as  30,000,0001.  and  the  charge  on  the  nation  for  payment  of 
the  interest  was  l,090,0Q0l.  In  ISIO,  it  was  90,000,0001.  and 
th^  charge  on  the  nation  to  meet  th»:  interest  was  4,730,000). 
It  will  throw  consideral)le  light  on  this  awful  subject  to  lay  be- 
fore the  reader  the  four  resolntions,  which  Sir  John  Newport 
brought  before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  so 
late  as  March  1811 ;  the  more  especially  as  Mr.  Foster's  ob^er- 
vaiion  upon  his  4tfa  resolution  pointedly  refers  to  this  very  mea-* 
sure  of  18Pd. 

<*  ist.  Thaft'tbe  funded  debt  of  Ireland  has  nearly  trebled 
within  ten  years,  and  amounted  on  the  5th  of  January,  ISl }, 
tp  «f.89«7 28,992,  oceadioniAg  an  anuual  permanent  charge  for 
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1806.  ^  Sir  J^lin  Newf  Qrt  have  not  J/tet  beea  fairly  kxafwty 
to   the  public.      Ce^tak  ft    is,  that  they  iw*e 

iifterest,  sinking  fund  and  luanagemejit  of  cf4',27  3,000,  to  which 
head  of  expenditure  alone,  the  entire  ordinary  revenue  of  Ire- 
\MiA,  amounting  inrtfhe  last  year  to  on!y  <Sf  3,614,000,  hast>e- 
<*OQie  wholly  inadequate. 

**  2d.  That  the  Tarioos  plans  svybfoHted  ui,  and  adopted  bf 
Parliament,  for  raising  the  amount  of  Irish  revqo|ie  by  in- 
creased taxation,  to  defray  the  Irish  quota  of  expenditure,  or 
even  to  make  due  provision  for  ^discharging  the  interest  of  the 
loans,  have  totally  faJled  to  answer  t)iede(sired.'ol^ect»  ij»a«nMich 
as  the  net  rcpvenue  of  IS  10  is  &00,Q00l.  below  ihaiirf  the  ye^r 
]807»  although  taxes,  estimated  ^9 , pnofiufie. iQbrci ihao  ^00«0DOt. 
were  imposed^  and  S62>000l.  added  to  the  4:h^rg0  of«piiblic  debt 
during  that  intervals . 

*'  3d.  That  for  this  failure  of  je&timated'rev<?yit)e,  whiohhas 
beea  progressive  during  several  yearsi,  ^Ithduglpi  f\\0%%  ^trtkin^  hi 
that,  which  has  just  elapsed,  no  adequate  oai^sQA  ic^  th0'(diao«- 
vered  in  the  comniepcial  dif&culties  of  ^e  Erop^r^  since  the 
intercourse  between  Great  Britain  ^ad  Ireiand>  .which  is  :th6 
great  channel  of  the  conuuerce  of  tbelaUeo  .has  [not  been  imi- 
pcded,  except  in  one  instance,  au^  the  d^ficiei^jy^  nm^^  thensfore 
be  attributed  to  other  and  difTerentv^x^^^  ^  . 

"  4th.  That  the  expences  of  thfij^lWction  andmauageinieortof 
the  revenues  of  Ireland  have  advaojcod  in  a  most  strildag. degree* 
particularly  sirtce  the  year  18bT..  /^hst  the  amount  of  deduc- 
tions on  tlMs  accoinpt  from  the^reVed^ie,  customs,  excise,  ^nd 
inland  taxes  of  Ireland>  in  its  passage  to  the  Exchequer^  .hfM 
risen  from  416,0001.  at  which  it  stood  in  1S07,  to  ra0i%|jiwn 
720,0001,  in  the  last  year ;  out  of  which  sum  2147^0001  w«ce 
nbsorbed  in  the  incidental  expeoees  of  the  tw)0  boards^  to  which 
the  direction  of  those  departments  was  intrusted ;  aof^j^at  it 
appears,  that  in  1807,  those  duties  were  collect^ed-  at. a  charge 
of  iol.  16s.  per  cent,  in  the  customs,  and  of  &l.  15s,  in  t^j^^i* 
ctse  and  taxes  on  their  nett  revenue :  whereas  tha^  ci|af|ge  has 
risen  in  1810  to.  more  thajf  i?5  jper  cent-^^n  thejiifit.predMqs  of 
the  customs,  and  more  than  1 6  per  cent,  on  that  of  the  endse 
and  Inland  taxes  ^ppl>oab|p.to  the  public  services  <xf  the  yVdc*'' 
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uaheaed  in  with  a  considerable  pOrt^pn .  of  accu-  vj^ 
niM^tive  patrpnagp. 

To  every  Jrishipfin,  whp  fdj^ls  the  value  of  •civil  ^g^^'^"^**,'^ 

liberty,  aiid  can  appreciate  The  shafe  Pf  i^  P>o- J5^^u^u7 
cured  by  Mv.  Grattap  fw  hi$  ^Qun.try  in  the  year 
1732,  though  ^iuce  filched  fipm  feer  by  the  Union, 

Mr.  Foster,   in  observing  en  those  resolutloiis^  compl^iQe^, 
that  the  btateiheat  of  the  revenue  did  not  include  the  extraor- 
drnary  resoiifoes  of  the  year,  such  as  the  proportion  of  the  lot-    . 
M^Y»  fcc*  fimo«n.tiiig  to  about  2^0,0001.  as  well  as  the  ordinary 
reTeoue^  an<^  waB  therefore  faDacious*    Qp  which  Mr»  fioDfc<^ 
justly  observe^,  that  the  statement  was  mo^t  properly  ^onfined 
to  the  ordinary  permanent  revenue,  as  that  alone  could  be  ^00- 
sidered  applicable  to  pay  the  charge  of  the  funded  <lebt,  and  it 
,4;oiitd  not  be  called  fallacious,  as  it  purported  to  convey  ho  other 
.«Depining* 
,   Mr..  Foster  obse^yi^d  on  \\l^  fourth  .rp.3Qlnlj(ion,  iha^  tht  ia- 
cre^Lsed  Cfl)arge<Qf  collection  and  w^nag^^m^nt  of  i*evei>nes  aros^, 
in   a  great  degree,  from  the  separation  of  the  d^partinents  of 
*  customs  and  excise,  elTected  during^  Sir  Jobn  N.ew port's  official 
engagement.    An  opportunity  did  hot  present  itself  of  refuting 
this ;  but  as  the  comparison  is  instituted  between  this  charge  {n 
the  year  endjngthe  5th  Janyary  |30$^apdtba(  ending  Jaouviy  > 
1811,   it  cannot  be  a^ected  by  the  expence  ixf  a  divisicm  pf 
tho.<:e   departments ;  which  as  to  the  board  of  controul,  took 
})lace  in  1806 ;  and  as  to  the  collectors  and  subordinate  officers 
In  February  and  March,   1807,  the  compensations  for  fees  sup. 
.preisad  in  the  deppirtpient  of  th9  costqms  do  indeed. form  a  consU 
dermic  part  of  this  increase,  to  tfte  ex^nt  of  near  900,oggl,  ^nd 
perhaps  in   no  In^tanc^  has  enormous  and  wasteful  pmfusion 
been  dii^  apparent.  For  instance  5,900|.  jinnually  for  two  lives 
to  the  storekeeper  of  the  port  of  Dublin ;  9801.  to  the  surveyor 
und  cmoptroUer  in  the  stores  ;  OOOK  to  the  guaging  surveyor  ; 
l^OK  to  the  searcher,  packer  and  goi^ger  ;  l^Opl,  tP  the  pQrt 
ftiHVfiyor  of  (Jork ;  ac(d  very  many  othe.r  similfur  grants. 

VOL.  ir.  2  i> 
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18C6.  i^  cann6t  Tie  a  matter  of  indiffeience,  tliat  his 
truly  right  honourable  name  w4s  restored  to  the 
list  of  privy  counsellors.  At  the  same  time,  every 
reflectmg  patriot  laments,  that  either  he  should 
have  declined,  or  not  have  been  pfessed  to  accept 
of  a  prominent  and  efficient  share  in  the  adminis- 
tration, of  which  his  political  friends  were  sup- 
posed to  have  formed  the  basis.  It  certamly 
was  not  by  accident,  that  neither  the  name  of 
Grattan  nor  of  Curran  graced  the  list  of  new  ar*- 
rangements*  Ireland  will  ntever  be  convinced, 
that  those  twin  genii  refused  the  exertion  of  their 
talents  to  liberate  and  liberalize  their  countiy. 
Mr.  Grattan  not  called  to  a  situation  to  render, 
and  Mr.  Curran  politically  excluded  from  tlie  pos- 
'  sibility   of  retidering  any  aid  or  lustre  to  their 

« 

country;  What  is  the  inference?  But  that  Ire* 
land  was  to  be  degraded  and  oppressed,  and  to  be 
moreover  deprived  of  her  native  powers  to  pre- 
vent it. 
Deatji  of  The  death  of  Mr,  Fox,  <3n  the  13th  of  Septem- 
ber, was  an  afflicting  event  to  his  country,  and  to 

mankind.     His  capacious   benevolence  embraced 

*  ^1         ■  •  ... 

them  all.  To  Ireland^  he  had  been  virtually  dead 
for  some  months.  His  letter  to  Mr.  Ryan  may  be 
properly  considered  his  last  wUl  and  testament  to 
her.  In  that  his  candour  disclosed  his  feoji^kg  and 
\  Judgment  upon  her  case :  his  benevolence  drew  from 
hin>  the  unqualified  tender  of  his  best  exertions  in 
her  cause,  a^id  his  liberality  prepared  him  for  the 
wcrifice,  which  he  wisely  foresaw  would  attendthe 
duty  of  benevolence.  Which  of  his  colleagues  ditl  the 


Mr.  Fux. 
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liJ?^  ?.  Mr.  Fpx  was  the  only  great  statesman,  who. 
could  not  guide  his  passions  by  his  policy..    His 
aoibition  was  as  great  as  that  of  any  man :  but 
it  was  Ui  attain  power,  that  he  might  command 
ihq  means  of  b^ing  humane  and  jMst:  that  he 
might  secure  perfect  freedom,  civil  and  religious^ 
to  everybuman  being.     No  man  ever  had  a  more 
compjileheiisiye  knowledge  of,  or  practical  venerfi- 
jtiou  for  the  British  constitution,  than  Mr.  Foxi 
A  monumental  proof  to  posterity,  that  whatever 
jclaims,   that  illustrious  statesm.4n  openly  abetteci 
were  strictly  constitutional     The  rare  and  ad- 
jnhable  assemblage  of.  Mr.  Fox's  personal  qualities 
^nd  att^iinments  are  the  theme  of  the  biographer, 
-or  the  English  or  universal  historian.     But  observ- 
.ing,  that  duping  a  most  arduous  career  of  pf}litic$ 
Air.  Fox  was  never  guilty  of  the  slightest  tergiver* 
isation,  and  withstood  the  most  powerful  lures  to 
apostacy,  that  he  better  kivew,  than  all  his  co<- 
4:em})oraries,  the  principles,  views  and  interests  of 
foreign  states,  and  as  to  l^me  politics,  tliat  his 
intuition  and  prescience  were  almost  supernatural^ 
(never  haying  reprobated  a  measure  of  which  the 
Jesuit  ^f^s  not  disastrous,  nor  recommended  a  line 
of  conduct,  which  failure  and  unavailing  repent- 
ance from  rejection  did  not  shew  the  wisdam  of 
his  advice^)    is  to  furnish   an  irrefragable   ar^u* 
'merif,  Ihat  the  system  of  Irisli  government,  which 
he  invariably  deprecated  was  radically!  mischievr 
ous  and  vicious  :   and  the  Irish  claims,  which  hf 
un^asingly  supported  were  fpuuded  on  tlie  imr 
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^^5^  tmbihlt  ^rnci^fes  of  rJgh^  jdjticc  citicl  ^ti%lit- 

ened  policy.* 
sappi»«sion     tlie  iutnmiit  bf  16()^  wte  tttart-ed  by  Wd  iftftt- 
dtXSi-  <»il  otcuhetice  Worthy  oF  riottc*.     In  the  city  df 
**•         Armagli,  ■  \diere  the  Lhrierick  ittilitia  \v^^  ^ukr»r^ 
cd,  very  alarming  symptdihs  of  dise^ntenl  tffd- 
jilkyid  them^clVe.^  on  several:  diffcfcAt  dliys  in  Jlily^ 
Most  bt  the  hieii  of  that  r^gifn^ent  ^re  R<oinMt)n 
CdlholicS.     The  yeomanry  Of  the  etty  Of  Arhiigb, 
and  thfe  gi-eater  part  Of  the  roivtifett^eny  who  afe 
t^rotestants,  and  mostly  Orsthgfetefeft,  lia(|  arrayid 
themselves  on  one  side,  and  held  ^ety  pravokitig: 
and  insaltittg  knguagie  to  iht  militia  tweti :  they 
driew  up,  and  wtfG  joined  Wy  ittfost  of  the  CatiHV- 
lies  bf  Armagh :  but  prbvidfetetJally  they  ionltoiic- 
ted  no  further  fekces^Sj  that!  isOttie  ^efsofclal  as- 
isaults,  Jn  which  many  ^VW6  severely  woimdctd, 
*A  garrison  affray  hapjieiied  at  TaUawoIre  benrecii 
t,  j)any  of  the  liglit  brigade,  latdy  qfaafterfed  at 
®rr,  cohsritihgofthcHghtooitttDanfes  Of  the  Per- 
ry, Monaghan,  Dttiferick  and  jBHgo  mlHtiarwhith 
Imd  marebed  Jnto  that  town  in  the  evenlttg,  and 
whte  tompahies  of  Hanoverian  ihfantty,  that  had 
'     IBteri  quartered  there  for  a  considet^ble' tim^.  -  Two 

Hvcs  were  Ib^t,  and  several  on  each  side'(ab6trt  30  in 

»  '    ■  •  •   .      '  *''.•■ 

•  *  The  death  of  Mr.  Fox  caused  t)o<  alteration  \n  the  IrUh 
government.  In  England,  Lord  Howick  quitted  the  Adofiralty, 
j^d  went  to  the  Foreign  Office.  M^.  T.  GrenvjUe  su^eeded 
lihn  in  the  Admiralty.  Lord  Sldmouth  rcslgn^Hhe  ^rivy  Seal 
WL6rd  If6tlaild,  and  Lord  Fit^willfdm  retired  from  ih^PrteM- 
di^cy:  of  iUk  Bdatd  of  Conu-oul/  to  winch  Lord  Sidraouth  itio- 
ceeded.  *  , 
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all)  were  wounded.     By  tljff  prudent  and  officer- 
like  conduct  of  Geperal  Von  Lysingen,  the  Ha- 
poverian    commanding    officer,    tine    aflray   was  * 
checked,  which  by  ipiprovideijce  or  njialice  mlglit 
haVe  «et  tlje  kingdonj  in  .a  flame*  ' 

The  piost  serious  disturbances,  whic)b  wer^e  like-  Tiiifiii«rs 
ly  fVpm  nece3sity,  accident  or  design,  to  b,e  work*- 
cd  lip  into  a  political  consec[uen,ce,  were  the  tu- 
multuary proceedings  of  a  largp  portion  pf  the 
peasantry  in  the  wester^  part;5  of  the  country^ 
Where  the  rac^  rent  paid  for  tand  by  the  immediatp 
occupierof  the  soil,  which  went  to  feed  the  middlp 
men,  who  idly  su^bsis ted  on  their  profit  rents,  was 
exx)rl)itant,  beyond  'all  proportion^  to  labour  and 
provision,  it  was  tp  bp  expected,  ttiat  these  indus- 
trious victims  of  extortion  should  at  least  be  sore 
at  the.extrepie  diffidtilty  of  .discharging  their  land- 
lords  i^nd  maintaining  their  families.  But  when 
une:^'pected  demands  \yere  made  up0n  them  from 
rpad-jobh^ng  presentments  of  corrupt  Grand  Ju- 
ries, and  the  surcharged  claims  of  tythe  proctors 
were  heaped  upon  them  (no  n)atter  whether  legal 
pr  illegal)  can  it  be  a  wonder,  that  -the  pfiginad 
spreness  ftom  difficulty,  should  have  arisen  into 
^espair  from  incoinpetency,'  and  thence  Imve  pro-, 
ceeded  from  individual  to  combined  resistance?. 
In  consequence  of  reccjnt  exactions  from  the* 
tvthe  proc<;ors  in  the  copnties  of  Mayo,  Shgo, 
Leitrim,  ^d  parts  of  Roscpmmon,  formeriy  n-^ 
table  for  their  pacific  aud  orderly  denieanour, 
Ijp^dy  of  people,  stiling  themselves  Threshers 
(I  e.  of  tythe  proctors  GOrn)  had  appeaueil  in  a 
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..i8o«.    g^^  Qf  public  cofi finder acy.      Up   to  that  timCt 
tlj^y    had    punctiliously  confined   thejr   outrages 
and  depredations  to  the  collectors  of  tythes  and 
t^eir  underlings.     They  frankjy  av^Tied  their  rea- 
sons for  their  conduct,  viz.  that  from  ihe  late  un* 
precedented  rise  in  the  tythes,  beyond  what  had 
before .  been   insisted   upon,    the   profits  of   their 
crops  centered  almost  entirely  in  the  tythe  proc» 
tor.     They  sent  letters,  signed  C(iptain  Thresher^ 
Xq  the  growers  of  flax  and  oats,  warping  them,  un» 
der  severe  pain*S  to  leave  their,  tythes  in  kind  oi^ 
the  fields,  but  on  no  account  to  pay  any  moniecl 
fromppsitipn  to  their  rectors  and  vicars^  pr  their 
lessees  or   proptors,      ^Ja:d    the  m^nager^  of  thp 
Pptlford  ^idministration  \n  all  things  n»inutely  folr 
lowed  the  example   of  thpir  predecessors,   those 
cjounties  would  have  beep  proclaimed,  ^pd  pro^ 
bably  a  more  general  insurrection  have  existed  in 
Ireland,  than  in  the  year  17^8.  Many  of  the  task 
drivers  under  the  old  regime  (all  founrl  in  plac^ 
Y^ereretained^  except  I^ord  Redesdale  and  Mr.  Fos-. 
ter. discharged  by.  Mr.  Fox)  urged  the  government 
to.  proclaim  the  disturbed  counties,  apd  recommence 
the  discipline  and  goadings  of  1798.  Such  an  overt 
re-adoptioq  of  the  atrocities  of  terrorisni  would 
haye   ^t   oqce  defeated    the  main   object  of  the 
present  managers  of  Irelaofl,  which  was  to  pre- 
yeut  the  extinction  of  the  system,  by  keeping  off 
ite  jSture  desfruction,    xhp  vital  question  of  emagci- 
pation.*^  l^\\ty  accordingly  sent  Mr.  Serjeant  Moore 

*•'  Lord  Grey  (thep  Viscount  Howick)  on  the  26kh  of  March, 
]8s)7»  in  his  Erposi^  sets  out  with  this  broad  assertion.       They 
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to  Castlebar,    to  investigate    the  uatqre'  of  tlie     ^' 
evidence,  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  is- 
suing a  special  commission  to  try  the  forty-four  ^ 
prisoners,  who  were  then  in  custody  for  thosfe  spe- 
cific outrages.  ~ 

As  the  bulk  of  the  peasantry  throughout  Con-  Furthfr 
naught  is   Catholic,  every  combination  of  them  J^'JJJI^"'*" 
must  individually  consist  gpnerally  of  Catholics. '"'■•*^* 
But  the  Threshers  were  in  no  manner  an  emana*  , 
tioh  from  the  Cathplic  body,  or  Dublin  Catholic 
Comn^ittee,  nor  in  any  way  concerned  with  or  in- 
terested in.  the  ijucstions  of  the  policy  and  expedi- 
ency of  bringing  forward  or  holding  b^ck  thpir  pe- 
tition to  Parliament,  so  warmly  agitated  at  the 
Catholic  meetings  in  Dublin.     Formerly  the  JVfiitt 
Bot/Sy   Wright  Boys,  Heart  of  Sf eel  Boys,  Heart 
of  Oak  IJqj/^, 'and  other  denominations  of  discon- 
tented and  tumultuary  peasants,  had  caused  simj- 
lar  disturbances  in  various  parts  of  the  country : 
but  none  even  of  the  most  corrupt  and  sanguinary 
Statesmen  of  those  times  persisted  in  fixing  tlie 
body  of  Catholics  with  the  crimes  of  some  mis- 
guided wretches,  who  were  seduced  or  goaded  into 
the  commission  of  felony  by  groupes,  under  parti- 
cular denominations,  because  the  individiuds  bad 
been  hrought  up  in  the  Roman  Catholic  religion.    ^ 
The  conduct  of  government  with  reference  to  the 
Threshers  was  singulai^  if  not  improvident.     Long 
before, the  last  change  in  his  Majesty's  councils, 
"   thrs  'Cftwnbination  and  denomination  of  Thresli1|s 

h9p0d  by  a  c<mciUatory  mode  qf  government  to  keep  the  question  ai 
re9t»  t 
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i^oG.  ^  j^atl  ad^uired  a  ibrmidable  C6ti^istency ;  but,  as  ' 
discontent  arising  Out  of  misery  ftmst  at  Ifeast  keep 
pate  With,  if  not  out>tep  its  parent,  they  certamly 
dicl,  <iuring  the  Bedford  adrninistratto'n,  acquire 
strength  from  the  cnprease  of  numbers  and  orgatir^ 
zation.  During  the  whole  of  that  admwstrhtion, 
nothing  \vas  eveh  attempted  to  redress  the  griev--  ' 
antes  complaihed  of,  under  the  tything  sysiteni, 
nor  to  afford  relief  agaiinist  th0  abuses  of  a  corrupt 
magistracy.    The  goverhment  well  kne\V  the  pro-, 

gress  of  the  evil  •  but,  as  it  W$!s  Ibcigli  rto  reui^ciy 
could  be  effectually  applied,  whigh  they  were  not 
callH  upon  to  carry  into  effect  throughout  the 
whole  natioti,  and  that,  it  appears  by  their  con-r 
diict,  they  vyefe  prcrdetermiiied  not  to  attempt, 
They  betrayed  an  lincohinlofi  atixiety  to  suppress 
the  magnitude  of  the  evil  from  the  eyes  of  the  pub-? 
lie ;  aiid  for  that  purpose,  resorted  to  the  hack-* 
nied  expedient  of  bribing  the  periodical  publica- 
tions into  sUepce  or  misrepreseritatioti,  "X^  somq 
pf  the  more  independ^ut  papers*  in  circulation. 

^  Giie  of  thte  nid^t  wditiary,  'jihusjbl^,  aad  t^i^cliievrfi^s  len-s ' 
gin^s  )[^<2orrDptif)fn  in  Itt^'k^tiit  has  for  ^any  y«<!tr^  beea  (be  ifierc'«* 
iia^y  u^e  df  thfe  ni^'HfspE^pcrsy  iwM^h  unquestionably  worl^  a  ,pow<i^^ 
fui  bi<t$,  on  sp  much  of  th^  public  inind>  ag  tl^iiik^  not  for  Hself. 
It  is  Si  m'attqr  of  notor'rety,  that  ^he  fayaqred  prints,  to  tyb'tcl^  go*  / 
yernment  sciids  their  proplaxnatums  S),iid.advertiseinent3,  s^re  wel) 
undetitood  to  follow  the  directipns  of^  goverritti^rtt  in  'Whatever 
they^a?^  before  l^he  public,  as  ui  the  ^te  t>f  ihe  country  and 
the  measures  of  th^  Castle.  The  prbprietpf  tb^efore  of  au  es* 
tablished  paper  estimatf  s  this  preference  at  a  neit  profit  of  morfs 
than  £2iX}0  a  y^r.  Be  is  confie(|uejatly  a  p^naiofier  tp.  thfit 
amount^  during  his  obsetvaoee  fif  thci  iinpim  compact.    Tl^e 
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« 
fliey  offered  the  puWieatitm  of  the  government  ^^ 

proclamations,  and  adrertisementa,  on  condition 

mtsehTef  ends  not  here.    As  go?ermne0t  fnu6t  adf eiiMe  their 
proelaaaations  imd  otlusr  official  sotices  (there  being  no  Court 
Ga2ette  in  IralaBCl  as  ia  £ngltnd)«  the  prefereoce  of  some  oat 
•f  the  many  daily  prints  rests  in  the  direction  of  government. 
On  the  other  hand,  that  discretion  being  unlimited,  as  to  the 
number  of  favouret]  prints,  but  more  particularly  as  to  the  - 
semef^sts  antf  frequent  inseitions  of  the  official  articles,  long  af- 
ter their  stale  repetitions  have  become  uselessj  a  most  wanton  eat* 
pence  is  tluown  upon  .the  public,  which  answers  no  other  end«  * 
than  to  enlarge  tlie  bribe.  To  this  species  of  abuse  the  Hon.  C. 
H.  Hutchinson  referred  so  lately  as  the  20th  of  March,  IS  I  f  ^  in 
thfe  ImpeHal  Patliament,  on  the  report  of  the  Irish  supply,  whilst 
he  was  urging'  the  restoration'  of  <£.5000  a  yetar  to  Mayiiootli 
CoUegi^,  whkih  the  Bedford  Admin^sHatipn  had  added  to  theori- 
giAad  gmnt  of  ^,£^000»  and  which  the  Perceval  Administraiion, 
had,  10  the  first  ebullition  of  their  Anti-Catholic  zeal,  most 
illiberally  takeo  from  it.     "  TAc  other  night',*^  said  thai  Hon. 
Member,  and  staunch  fVtend  td  the  tsoimtry,   "  £.30,500  were 
"  gt^t6d^f(ST^hptiiriiiag  qffroclanmiidru.  From  that  ««m  Jf.6000 
*^  might  hv^  ^een  safely  dfductad  }  (or  I  am  faUy.  prepared  to 
<«  prove  that  si^m  had  been  used  lor  the  most  unworthy  purposes.^' 
Mr.  I^rhell,  as  a  true  and  indefatigable  friend  to  his  country, 
pbjectfsd  to  the  grant  of  thj^t  sum,  as  beiitg  for  the  express  pur-  ' 
pose  of  er^abling  goveVtunent  to  bribe  the  press.     Mr.  'Poole  re- 
inarked,  thit  the  tooniey  was  -^nted  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  publicity  to  the  goverhrtie'rit  advertisements;  adding,  that ' 
if  it  had  been  his  hitention  to  bribe  the  'Irish  press,  he  bad  la- 
mentably failed ;  feeing,  hotr  roughly  he  had  been  handled  by' 
many  of  the  'BubKo  papierS?    So  audaciously  oppressive  ar^d  ' 
inischievous  had  been  ihe  conduct  of  the  Irish  government  rn  tl^ 
yeor  1810,  that  some  of  their  long  favonred  papers  (particulai-ly 
the  Frtcfnan^sjfowrml)  of  the  widest  circulation  cbuld  nO  Ipnger  * 
sacrifice  the  cause  '6f  the  people  and  the  country  to  dieir  own  " 
pmoktaneht.    They  freely  %3Cposed  tind  commented  on  tho  mea- 
-sures  of  gpvernn^ent,  and  were  instantly  punished  fur  their  po- 
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iftofi.  of  their  admitting  no  article  in  their  paper,  which 
should  set  forth  fairly  the  actual  situation  of  the 
Threshers  in  the  Western  counties.  Government 
was  doubly  anxious,  that  the  English  public  should 
believe,  that  there  was  neither  complaint  nor  cause 
of  discontent  remaining  in  Ireland.  It  was  their 
pride  to  he  thought  capable  of  keeping  the  coun- 
try in  complete  trauquilHty  without  resorting  to 
martial  law  or  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus^ 
which  their  predec«sors  had  always  insisted  upon, 
as  imperiously  necessary  for  that  purpose.  The 
proposal  of  government  was  rejected  ;  and  some 
true  and  very  alarming  accounts  of  the  Thr^hers 
Were  brought  before  the  public.  They  sometimes 
assembled  in  large  bodies  of  several  hundreds* 
dressed  in  white  shirts  or  frocks,  and  faced  the 
military  for  a  time ;  but  after  some  shots,  they 
usually  dispersed  in  contusion  ;  probably  from  want 
of  leaders  or  officers  to  command  and  enforce  dis- 
cipline.    This  also  proves,  that  their  assemblage 

*  N'  •    •  • 

litical  honesty  by  the  subtractioo.  of  the  government  advertise- 
ments and  proclamations.  To  the  honour  of  the  Irish  press- 
three  papers  only,  of  very  stinted  circulation,  have  been, so  pro^ 
fligately  venal>  as  solely  to  support  and  extol  the  system. 
Through  these  alone,  which  reach  not  ten  hands,  where  the 
others  do  thousands,  are  all  government  notifications  now  exclu- 
sively conveyed  to  the  community.  To  such  pitiful  degradation 
has ihe  government  descended  to  the  Freeman's  Journal,  as  to 
ll&v^-fssued,  through  its  minister^  a  circular  letter  to  all  the  pub- 
lic Offices,  even  Paving  Board,  to  withdraw  their  advertisements 
and  subscriptions,  and  to  the  Chaipberlain  of  Ceremonies,  to  pro- 
hibit the  advertising  the  Castle  drawing  roomsj  ball&  and  levees 
in  that  paper. 


« 
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wd  views  were  momentary  and  local :  merely  nfUi*  yj!^^ 
decimal^  and  in  no  manner  organised  or  concerted 
for  general  revolutionary  or  rebellious  purposes. 
It  was  a  fresh  and  angry  eruption,  from  the  old 
spre  of  many  years  standing  on  the  body  of  the 
Irish  peasantry,  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  in  his  con- 
teiT»plation  in  the  year  17P9>  but  which  even  he 
\^ith  all  his  prejudices  against  the  country,  broadly 
discrin/mated  from  th&  question  of  emancipation, 
with  the  false  hopes  of  which  in  liis  speech  on  pro- 
posing the  measure  of  Union  he  insidiously  buoyed 
up  the  Catholic  body*.  They  usually  assembled 
CArly  in,  the  mornings,  and  destroyed  whatever 
tythe  corn  fell  in^  their  way.  In  the  month  of 
November  they  took  1 1  tythe  stacks  from  the  hag- 
gard of  a  man  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ballina, 
and  strewed  them  along  the  road  up  to  the  very 
tpwn  itself  They  made  domiciliary  visits  both  by 
night  and  day  in  houses  and  cabins  for  arms,  which 
they  took  without  ^perpetrating  any  further  out- 
rage- 
The  return  x)f  Lord  Lauderdale  to  London,  upon^^'?*^ 

•      .        ofParha* 

the   unsuccessful  termination  of  our  negociationmeiit.an* 

*  Cfttholiva 

with  France,  was  quickly  followed  by  a  dissolution  addiwat© 
of  4:hc  Parliament.    The  remainder  of  the  year  wastJ[; 
nearly  ipngrossed  by  the  new  elections.     Some  in- 

■  ■  ■  »    ' 

*  ^'  How  fir,  in  aJdiiion  to  this  great  and  leading  consHlcra- 
*'  tion,  (namely,  the  emancipation  of  the  Roman  Catholics)  it 
«'  may  be  also  wise  and  practicable  to  accompany  the^fnteasure, 
'•*  by  sometnode  of  relieviog  t^e  lower  classes  from  the  preesure^ 
•*  tif  tyth(?s,  which  in  qiany  instances  operate  at  present,  as  a , 
*' great  practical  *vU." 


»  - 
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1806.  cffcctual^orts  wc!»ei«dd€to  stimulate  the  electoirs^ 
to  demand  of  every  candidate  a  test  of  his  politic' 
cal  creed,  and  to  take  security  for  his  acting  up  to 
it,  when  returned  to  Parliament.  Tlie  only  ekc^ 
tion  incident,  which  involved  in  it  any  national  in- 
terest,  was  the  address  of  the  CJatholic  citizens  of 
Dublin  to  Mr.  Grattan  on  his  return  for  that  city, 
which  will  transmit  to  posterity  an  estimable  mo^ 
Dument  of  proper  feelings  and  a^  delicate  sen«c  of 
hoiior  in  both  parties, 

"At  a  Meeting  of  Catholic.  Citizens  of  Dublin, 
holden  on  the  13th  December  1806,  Denis  Tho-r^ 
mas  O'Brien,  Esq,  in  the  Chair. 

**  Mes6lvedy  That  it  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  us  to 
provide,  that  Mr.  Grattan's  late  electloii  for  this 
city  shall  not  be  attended  with  any  expencc  to 
him, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  meethig, 
.  that  a  fund  sufficient  for  that*  purpose,  has  been 
subscribed  by  the  Catliolics  of  Dublin.  '  ' 
•    '  "  Resolved,  th^t  the  following  address  be  pre-* 
.    ^pnted  to  the;Elight  Hon.  Henry  Grattan. 


•'  Accept  the  congratulation  of  the  CathoWc  ci- 
tizeii*  of  Dublifi  on  the  event  of  your  election. 
Friend  ^nd  fevourite  of  tlie  people,  y(>u  it  pe<:ttli- 
prly  t«fits  to  represent  in  ParJiaSient  the  <ii»t  city 
of  a  land,  ^M^hich. owes  to  your  exertions  its  frafi- 
qhiscs*  and  its  prosperity.     It  was  thl!^  triumpli  of 
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Ireland)  when  the  most  conspicuoMS  di&tinatdon,  J^ 
.wfaich  at|y  of  its  cpmmoners  can  now  receu'^  from 
^pular  approbatiopy  was  placed  upoa  d^at  brow, 
to  wbick  genius,  patriotism,  public  service^  and 
4^blic  virtue  conspii^d  to  direct  It  In  placi|ig 
youy  Sir^  at  the  bead  of  its  representation,  tJse 
'city  of  Dublin  has  renderifd  justice  to  itself:  Jt 
ba,6  Averted  the  national  iiyury,  whic^  must  bavue 
beeii  sustained  by  your  retirement,  or  the  mXyomX 
disgrace,  if  any  place  of  inferior  note  i^ad  been 
permitted  to  confer  the-  trust  of  legislation.  ujMOa 
.tbe  Iiabitual  guaFdian  of  this  couut/y^  rig^; 
upon  tiie  man,  whose  name,  f^r  thirty  years  has 
been  connected  with  every  improye:nient^  whidi 
has  been  adopted  or  proposed,  constitutional  or 
commercial.  Under  aity  crrcmrwtances  the  acces 
sion  of  your  talents,  of  your  character,  of  your  au- 
thority to  tlie  councils  of  the  £m.|>ire  would  have 
been  valuable ;.  but  it  becomes,  indeed,  impor- 
tant as  great  emergencies  arise,  and  at  a  moment, 
when  many  concerns  of  this  Member  of  the  State 
appear  urgently  to  press  for  legislative  arrange* 
tnent.  In  this  great  act  of  national  honor  and  na- 
tional  duty,  it  was  our  misfortune  not  to  have  co- 
pperated  so  effectually,  as  we  wished,  notwith- 
.standing  the  liberal  provisions  enacted  in  1793. 
So  inoperative  have  been  the  lawife  designed  to  le- 
licve  us,  that  not  a  single,  individual  of  our  body 
was,  on  tlie  late  election,  enabled  to  vote  "as  a 
freeman^of  Dubfi^i;  oae  mode  remains,  by  vvliich 
\V6  can  associate  ourselves  to  the  merit  of  this 
event;  freqUiSlnt  and.  even  late  example*  authorize 
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2^^  us  to  make  the  proposal,  and  in  it  we  earnestly  en* 
treat  your  aequresceiice.  Your  return  to  Parlia- 
ment has  beyond  any  dther  occurrence,  been  gra- 
tifying to  every  patriotic  and  independent  feeling. 
Let  us  be  permitted  to  render  it  altogether  a  pub- 
lic concern,  by  taking  upon  us  the  expences  uh^. 
awidably  mcurred,  in  a  popular  and  protracted 
election.  Those,  who  have  now  th  e  honor  to  ad- 
dress  you,  in  the  honest  and  \zealous  impulse  of 
what  they  feel  to  be  their  duty,  have  made  pro vf* 
-sibh  for  this  purpose;  it  is  the  tribute,  Sir,  of  men 
-attached  to  your  interest  and  to  your  cause,  be- 
cause they  identify  these  objects  with  the  freedom 
'^and  welfare  of  their  country.  -  ' 

**  D.T.  O'Brien,  Chairman.^ 


••» 


'^To  which  Mr.  Grattan  was  pleased  to  make  the 

following  answer  :  ^  ^ 

**  Gentiemex^ 

**  In  answer  to  that  part  ofyour  address,  whfch 
attributes  to  me  what  I  do  not  pretend  to  arro- 
gate to  myself,  I  can  only'^'s^y,  that  I  took  my 
part  in  the  public  service  in  common  with  othei's. 
The  honor  of  representing  the  Capital  of  my  native 
country,  I  feel  to  be  great,  an'd  still  greater  from 
the  zeal,  which  was  Manifested  in  my  favour.  To 
you,  and  to  your  body  I  am  vbry  much  indebted. 
You  supported' the  with  activity  and  with  effect; 
and  though  the  Catholics  could  not  vote  as  free- 
Bitn,  jcl,   I' hope  the  Corf oratioflts,  from  good 
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sense  and.  good  temper,  coupled  with  a  regard  to  .^J^^ 
their  own  real  interest,  wiH  not  long  hesitate  to 
second  the  intentions  of  the  legislature/  and  give 
ymi  the  full  benefit  of  those  franchises,  which  the 
statute  designed.  '  The  last  idea  contained  in  your 
address^  which  proposes  to  discharge  the  CKpence 
of  my  election,  is,  in  a  high  degree  generous  and 
splendid;  it  does  honor  to  yourselves,  and  to  the 
person,  who  is  the  object  of  it.  Gratified  most 
uinceriely  by  that  honor,  I  must  decline  the  ofler; 
but  I  feel  the  obligation  undiminished,  unabated 
and  perpetual.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentle 
nien^  your  most  faithful  humble  Servant, 

«  HENRY  GRATTAN.- 


lacr&kit' 


On  the  decline  of  Autumn  the  tumultuous  spirit  tiiw^iirrs 
of  the -Threshers  began  to  spread  itself  into  the 
neighbouring  counties.  Lord  Granard  and  the 
leading  gentlemen  of  property  in  the  county  of 
Longford  had  frequent  meetings  to  concert  mea* 
^ures  for  clieckijig  its  progress,  at  thie  last  of  which 
they  carne  to  a  string  ^f  resolutions*,  which  they 

*COWNTY, OF  LONGFORD. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  magistrates  and  gentry  of  thf  county  af 
Longford,  cOnyened  by  the  Earl  of  Granard,  as  governor  of 
•aid  connty,  on  the  8th  day  of  December  1S06,  at  Loiigfgrd, 
.The  following  lesolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Resolved^  That  we  have  observed  with  deep  regret  thQ  dis- 
turbances and  disorders;*Vhich  havff  lately  been  aommkted  in 
this  county  by  dcfuded  m^iilylinf  theOB^lv^s  Thrdkfs^  ^snexn^ 
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^J2^  punished  in  the  chvf  iiesvsp«^er§.  TUcy  besptnk 
the  alarming  stage^  to  which  th^$^  i^£lt^atod 
wretches  liad  theft  a/rivcfl.  Al>omt  tli^  S^roe  tim^i 
in  consequence  of  Mr,  Serjeant  Moore's  ri^port, 
and  the  growing  ai^d^city  of  the  asaociat^ris^  a 
^xecial  commission  issued  to  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Dowjieisand  Mr.  Baroo  George  to  try  thC/sewral 
prisoners  in  the  different  goals  oi  the  disturbed 
counties.  In  the  county  of  Mayo,;  12  of  thosie  de- 
luded wretches  were  found  guilty,  and  e^piaied 
their  offences  by  death.    Fewer  were  trifd  %xA 

bling  by  night»  disguised  and  armed,  and  tendering  ill^at  oaXbf^ 
or  administering  oaths^  they  not  being  qualified  so  to  do. 

Re8olved,  That  we  hold  such  proceedings  in  utter  abhorrence^ 
and  that  wewiU  coliectivtHy  and  individually,  use  every  legal 
means  in  our  power  to  bring  such  offenders  to  justice,  and  that  we 
will  co-operate  with  the  military  in  a  stnenoops  6Upf)prt  pf  the 
laws,  and  in  aiTordiag  every  protection  in  our  power  to  the  loyal 
and  well  conducted  part  of  this  county. 

Resolved,  That  liberal  rewards  shall  be  given  to  all  persons 
giving  ^ch  information  as  will  eiiable  us  to  prosecute  any  of  the 
above  mentioned  offendejis  to  conviction* 

Bfisoived,  That  the  sificete  thanks  of  this,  meeting  be  reimnc^ 
to  John  West,  Esq.  Hugh  Kerr,  Esq.  an^  Samuel  Crawford,  Ei»q. 
for  their  active  and  spirited  endeavours  to  repress  the  outrages 
committed  by  those  deluded  oien  styling  themselves  Tkresfiers^ 

Retolved,  That  any  person  bringing  information  to  a  magis- 
trate may  rely  upon  being  i'uily  protected  and  amply  rewarded* 
as  the  magistriaites  of  the  county  are  authorized^  and  will  b^^^en- 
abled  by  government  to  do  so. 

Resolved,  That  \ye  pledge  ourselves  to  each  other  and  to  our 
country,  thait  we  will  not  renew  any  lease,  or  let  an  acre  of  land, 
to  any.  person,  who  we  hav^e  just  reason  to  believe  h^s  voliM^ta- 
rily  aud  actively  been ^on^erned  in  any  of  the  ^bpye  or  siini.lar 


outrages. 


v.. 


X 
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scfffered  in  tlic  otl^r  cou|>ti>s.  .  Th^  special ;  qmo- 
fpi&sion  fortunately  po^'?^  ch^Jk  to,.t)ie  <),iAtrf^y. 
.;j;l)€i^coumry  \vas  cqufjiuced^  that  ;t|\p  Bti^^pg  apji 
of  the; )^\y  sufficed  to  traiiquilli^c;  ir>:,  i^cldr^$e$  of 
tbsinka  to  tbe  Lf>nl  Ii(^uteuf;nt  for  bis  ;ha\iiTgj.sp 
3ea3onably  jssued  tbfi  ^ispepial  com.mission).  ,Wi?fp 
fi/^ni.  up  ffoxM ,  t\\^  Grajud  Jury  of  tbe  couuty^  qf 
Mayo  and.  otbers,;  |t  wj^  tl)e  pfcuUar  boast  of.th? 
Cattle,  tliat>  tbey  piit,  down  the  T^lireshevs  wWiout 
rcsprtingtp  tbe  violeiU  mw^urea,  wlwch  Mr.  Per- 
ceyaly  in  particular^  bad  ou.the  scfrqiid  day  of  tbe 
sesMon  $p  vehe;nientl3'  called  upoq  tlie  ministers  tp 

adopt.  ,      '. .'  .    •^, ./  'y 

;  ^l^l  }^  19 1^  dep|pred,  tliat  tlie  new:  mmUtfirs,:  ^bo  ne  new 
^aipe  luto  office,  upon  tbe.  open  lavowal  of  princf^  gcung  upon 
pie*  diametriqallj  opptosit^  to  tbose  of  tbei^'  pvctde*  p*ILcipief . 
cessors,  slioold  Imve  ,been  but.  fcfW;  montbs  in  officfi^ 
ere  tbey  shewed. tlieaiselyest^impriegn^ted  .witli  tHfik 
spirit  ^od  prifiiciples  pf  ^Ivb  oV.  ^pteqi,  as^strontgly; 
to  aH  appearaii<^€s,  ani^  accPirtljng  to  everji  rationat 
grouad  of .  luijnan  ji]^lj;meat,  as  if  they  essentially^ 
const jtiited  the  tennr^,  by  which  they  held  tU/eir  ;?i- 
tuations.  In  tbe  plcbofliicial.cant  they  charged  the 
i9,surr«9tions  pf  tbe.7:bFesbers  xipop  the  religion  of 
thf  rioters  r  and  the  illiberal  and  iujudicious  an^» 
nex2itipa,t>f  a  tu^vdtuary. confederacy  of  parts  of 
awretcl^ed  ground*down  peasantry  with  tbeYital 
(question  .of  Catholic  eu^ajicip^tion  .produced  the 
only  ipeasure^  brought  forward  by  the  ministers, 


■'  '  J 


>  /. 


brought  on  by  Lord  iiuwick,  \v«IM«Mi  ii»][er'the.^ot)»id^i*ftti«a«f 
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Wliicli  aftii^arcd  ta  Cafty  wifh' U  ttiiy  •  lil^tig  like 
Gaffiolk^  concession.'^  Tlibsd  tuctf  Vehf  how  ih 
^Wfe,"\vh6  hml^eh  the  teudc»sl^i6^^  repibTfrating^  tlic 
eofi<}Ret?o/  Mr,  Pfttias  ite^niieert'irtjfl  1n^l^i6us*to 
thd IrislvCathdliics,  becktrse  WHittirt'offi'ce  he  had 
^lie  power  of  calirying  their  quesifdh/kn3  dicf  not : 
'l^cawe  hedeclared^it'ei^nlial  Wthc''febc'UVity  of 
the  Empire,  aritrtttathtiAmisttfi^  could' hoM  ms 
situation  wrthhtiAat*br4ion^stv;i  «^tRofi!rt  effectrhj^ 
it :  and  hefteturtietf  *<6  office' on  2(  ji^Wd'ge  -to  resist 
it. '  Tlie^  Catliolitrs  wre^'ti it  aWart'  ti>!^  ^h  jr  *  abbre- 
viation of -the  krhi  tiP  ^o'rbrnineDt'^  tftey  Svere  is^n- 
sibleof  no  accession  of  offensive  or  defensive Ydrce 
to^  ttie  Empfrtf ;'  tlifey--  Ijntifehted  to  iscte'^*ille  ctieiny 
daify '^iggrandfe^d  ,^ •tb'ey  feticiW \Ati '^ItfrtSHtyr*  amf 
ai^^ot  of  their  own  wi^esto'Jjfbcifi'e''  a'ibttsftitutiott 
to  figlit  for,  and'  on  e^^e^y  'app^liedKoiSf fef  teli^f,  on 
every  expresistoti:  of  icfilp&tfah^^^  '  they 

ufAf&rmfy  fouhd  hiiniStt AUvraj^pihg  them^Ves  tjp 
m '  llie '  th i-cad  bare  cover  *biF-  fnntpedknc^,  i  ■  They 
uerc'hot^ven  k>ortied^fty  aiW  i>i^^  of 

good  will  to  tlicir*  Mauser  the^  baa  receired  hb  fn- 
fermedkte*  sabordinate'  reG'er  *dF-  encburagemebt 
frbm  the  executive^  iibr  Wa^  af  pi*o«pefefiVc?  ^wimise 
orcheerrag  ray  even  oi^rena^bte'lkyptf'lfolifen  outt  by 
tlfese;  who  isamhiutiicated  with  them.  They  nak 
turaHy  borfe  in  mmA  theadVice^thty  Had  received 
from  the  prcsettt  seiViixts  bf  the  crown,  'to^'nerse^ 


r 


/. 


the  reader  in  its  order.    As  wili  also  the  encrease  «f  the  allow* 
a^accf  to  the  CaltoH^.  Cy^l^:#t  Mioj^mfi^ft^hdtpmifdjli  ttvH  a 
h^i»cficiai mam-A,  ii)hi4rb.C^bp)i|C,7li'ftt»[id.jQNni  (o/thtt- BadiWd' 
administration. 


.o> 


.  Adiiwiisirkkn  if  "ihejyukti^  Bedford.  4l§ 

%¥re  in  petitionJug'sessiFon  dftef  session,  to  be  tie-  ^^^^^ 
terred  by  no  circitm^tairice,  no  sea^oh^  no  pretext, 
imtH  their  rigbtdsiiould  liaise  been?  concederf,  as 
th(*y  ulttmafely  n?(ia*  be.  Tlrey  felt  the  farce  oS  that 
advice  tt\otk  poxferfully  umlor  tlie  tlien  existrng 
cireumstances,  thdtt  when  ft  was  fiiist  girieir. ;  What 
wonder  thet^,  that  the  Lonf  Lfculenant  jshotild 
tiave  writtetr  to  ministers,  that  a  disposition  had 
arfetn  amongst^  the  CaihoTie^  t6  prosecute  their  ^ 

ctai^ ;  'as»  Lo?d  Howiek  avowed  in  his  Expasi. 
It Atfais  trot  agaitwt  the  indivkfna!  m misters  of  the 
ihyahdyh^d  beetteneotiraged  and  gdaded  to  per-' 
severe' ihui^nij  fheri*  claimis,  but  against  their 
pWtp^n^ment  •  aiid  r^usaf,  and  the  Iiolloiv'  pic*  of 
inc!xpe>flieticy:  *  Iti  therr  jtidgmeht,  these  had  te- 

'  On' the  igftivof  December  180^,  the  new  Par- wectinK  of 
llrfmentme*,:  and  was  opened  bj*  fiommission.  Tlie  parliament, 
Chaficrftdn  read  th-j  Krng^s  speech,  which  did  not  speech. 
coittain<a  syllable}  that  conld  be  tortured'  into  atiy 
application  to  Ireland.     The  oj^6«ing  and  failure 
of  the  negociafidri  with  Fraftce,  and  the  general 
state  of  l!he'  Continent  constituted  the  greatest 
part  of  it.    Ar  iisteal,  Jt  krmented  the  weight  of  . 
taxes  necessary  to  meet  the  difficulties  of  tiie  times,* 
and   recommended  economy  in  ihrir  appKcatkm, 
If  Ireland  eotdd  conceive  herself  specially  aHurfed 
to  in  the  general  perbration,  it  will  as  far  ai  it  can 
fairly  apply  to  the  then  exisiingstate  of  that  country, ' 
be  ftnrtid  in  parts  of  it  to  contain  thcditect  rererscr 
of  truth  and  filirftess.    "^.  The  long  series  of  m're- 
**  fortunes,  which  has  afftrcted  ilie  Cointrnent  of 
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^J^^  "  Europe,  caalcl  not  fail  to  aiTecti  in  some  dc-. 
"  gree,  n(iany  important  interests  of  fbis  cquntry. 
*^  Bot :  under  ^vxry  successive  difficuUy,  his.  Ma* 
^'  jesty  has  had  the  satisiaction  of  witnesMng  ait 
^^  eucveasiug  energy  uud  firmness  on  the  part  of 
"  his  people,  whose  uniform  and  determined  re- 
'^  sistancc  li^s  been  no  less  adyantageoiis  tban.ho^ 
norable.  to , tji^iselves,  and  h?s,  e>^hibite,^l  the' 
most  striking  example,  to  the  surrounding  na- 
tions.  The  .unconquerable  vaiofir  and  discipline , 
qf  bis  Majesty's  fleets  and  arn^ies; continue  to  be 
displayed  with  undiminislied  lustre;   th^^ great 
sources  of  our  prosperity  and  strength  are  unim^ 
paired ;  nor  hajs  the  British  natiouj  l^en.  at  ^ny 
time  more  united  in  sputiment  and.  actioui  or 
**  more  determined  tcr  maintain  inviolate  the  iride-, 
'^  pendence  of  the  empire,  and  tlt^  dignity  of  the 
'^  national  character.      M^ith  these  advanitage^,  ^ 
and  with  an  humble  reliance  on  the  protection 
of  the  divine  Providence,*  his  Majesty  is  prepar- 
ed to  meet  the  exigencies  of  this  great  crisis, 
assured  of  receiving  the  fullest  support  from  the 
wisdom  of  your  deliberations,   and  from  the 
^*  tried  affection^  loyall;y  ^nd  public  spirit  qf  his 
brave  people." 

Every  measure  of  state,  whicb  lelated  to  the  con- 
ctoimuni-  tinent,  or  affected,  the  prosecution*  of  the  war,  as 

tions  wiih  '         .  '  ^  ^  ' 

the  Cfttho.  formally  ej^cluded  Ireland  from  being  committed 
or  interested  in  it,  as  if  no  part  of  the  sinews  or 
supplies  of  warfare  were  furnished  from  that  coun- 
try. The  death  of  Mr,  Fox,  and  tlie  consequent 
decay  of  pubUc  confidence  in  the  ministry,  the 
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total  iuiluire  of  die  negociation  for  peace,  and  the  Jim, 
fcuoreaseil  idrgency  fur  Tecrutting  die  army  and  the 
navy,  incalculably  eohahcecL  die  consequence  of 
Ireland  in  die  e^yes  of  die  goveniment,  who  knew 
more  of  that  inexhaustible >  hive,  of  v^r  than  they 
Arere*  wiQiDg  to  proclaim.  It  would  be  puerile  to 
adect  to  negative  the  simple  ax^eroienti  diat  the 
ithh  Catholics  are  the:  Irish  Ration. .  Wbatevei^ 
dierefore,  aifects  that  body  in'generalyj  becomes  a 
national  ofc^ect^.  Mr.  Pohsonby  tvas  indefatigable 
in  :  hfe  interviews  :  With  the  di^erent  Catholics, 
Avhomi  lie  .saw  separately,  to  keep  the  grand  qiies* 
lion  laJt  rest.  The  various  resi,ilts  of  these  several 
intserviews  will  probably  never  Ije  known,  and  ib- 
is even  unimportant,  to  the  public,  that .  they 
€.verfihoukl:lie.  Tlie  open  cOtntliict,  however,  ofihe 
Itisli  Catholits,  in  the  inibermediate.time,  affords  a 
strong  .'lesson  to  tlie  Irish  goyerament  (this 
isf  not  a  hisiioiy.  of  other  governments)  npon 
the  effects  of  this , gwcrtwrs  deceiving  .  the  go-- 
vernui.  For  ten  months  had  they  been  glutted 
with  cold  oflficinl  cocnmetvts  upon  season  and  cxpe- 
diency.  They  had ,8iecn  the  new. ministry,  since 
the  death  of  Mi*  Fox  and  the  uhsuccessful  ter- 
mination of  Lprd  Lauderdale's  mission  to  France, 
make  a  bold  appeal  to  tlie  public  upon  the  whole 
of  their  qonduct,.  by  dissolving  a  parliament,  in 
Avhich  they  had  neyer  wanted  a  majority ;  they 
cposequeritly  considered  them. as  firmly. siltled  in 
thejr  places,  as  that  term  can  import  the  probable 
duration  .of  a  British  niin\stry  embodying  the 
weight  of  talent  and  influence  of  the  countfv; 
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^22^  Sfdl  was/thc  cal  for  quiacent  6<infid«n£e  the 
louden  That,  necessarily  creattd  suspicion  j.for.it 
was  ieft  to  them  to  d  ra\ir  the  iufereiKre,  that  the  mea^ 
«uit/  which  Mn  ^itt  (aocordki^  tti  their  (loctriob 
w^kenouiefpiace)  nirghthave  earned  whe^  inpower^ 
they,  w«rc  eitltertinable  or  utiwillimy  to  carry  wlien 
in  poiver  cheaiselves.  The  Catholics  became  then 
xnorfi  ^eiierally  disposect  tiian  ever,  to:  act  up  to 
tlie  kind  aqd  flincere adirick  tliiey  had  t4)rnieriy..re»- 
cietved  from  Lord  GreniriUe^  to  petition  Bession  after 
^essioti)  till  tbeir  prayer  should  be  gi'anted*  Asi  go<- 
^v^qnibnt  bnd  frequdiit  cointiiunicatioos  \nth  de^ 
]t9c})ed  perfibn$  aad  parties  of  Catholics,  $o  did  those 
Carbolics  hoid  freiquttnt  cohferienoes  with  one  aiio«> 
tfaar,  ill  lii^liich  ilieycotii  pared  uud  eooliy  commented 
upon  the  naturb^uul'eiiecCS'  pf  their  separate  com^ 
nuinications.  The  general  resiitt  was  iittlt  sliort  oF 
unanimity  to  bring -thdii  claiins  before  that  Parlia** 
ment,  of  which  their  friehdslthen  in  power  were 
6ttp{)Mdd  to  command  the  tonfid^hce^  The  widest 
range  of  prospective  pblitlcs  oftei^d  not  a  morefa- 
voura^ble  opportunity  of  biiiigirig  tl>em  under  the 
eonsideration  of  the  l^islnturer 
Catholic  At  a  general  meeting  of  the  GftthoHos,  oti  the 
meetings,  ytj^  of  Jaouary,  1807,  at  the  Cock  Tit vVm,  Henry, 
street,  Lord  French  liaving*  l^eil  called  to  the 
chw,  it  w&s  Resolved,  That  the  undei'signed  be 
wminoned  by  th^  Secretaty  to  attend  a  meeting  of 
Roman  Catholic  gentlemen,  to  hfe  holdcn  at  the  Star 
and  Garter,  on  Alotiday  the*  l^ih  Inst,  i^ie  in- 
tended tij>t  alluded  to  in  the  re^hitron  could  not 
be  produced  at  that  meetrng*,  froin  the  irregulaj*ity 


.  seb '  %  AjaWiSt  4o  <  tfssisi{  ^fMftig«ittl«nieJi  dMcK^dyby 
the '  hbiitf^hold«t^  <0$nhe)rijni(Mi«<3wptin;^i^.-in 

t1)e '^(fretWy  Mrtis^  uiiafab  ti[»'<'-ftilg|vtl«  Umvt^mii  of 
tfhie  thii^tiri^.'  Othe)"|geftti<%i^  whb'bM^1te6)l 
pVe'seit^t  Wftrtfcr  me^tiVi^s  TWu«rfisaminbtrttt,iSaft4 
thfe  stfcfT^RU-jr  i*ai<fiVect«y .tb'Wi«tfc' w thS  GKtholitt 
peers;  'to*  hitidfet  thfeir'*itt<ifl'(lAttce»-  JUid'te"«WLfc'«'it 
knbWh'  ft^'mikcfr  as  |)0$ii&te,  v  ttitiC  '4^  '«itettd«|(f  cb-iSf 
ajf'^iatiy  "cbtfrrtfy  gtottefaetl.  is  pdisible  Wtt*'id«-i 
siri^,'  iti'orfleiF'khttt  e^ry  ttii^iras  dhdufcj- be 'exerted 
to  tettoiidl^  ail"  part'tes,  aba'^nivettb  I^i>ttie^'di9i^ 
sions  of- tliii''V6dy.'  Tlie  ^g^jliWettitfo,  ,\vho  Vert 
cho4n^by'^^  different ff^isftie^ Mdii  tlU»  tkieaston, 
T^aii4d  tHe  \d^  •  ttf -^Ible^'tiOff,^  Whieb' ''  Qv4>a£ed'<M 
tfhdrVi4s  a  w^li 'tb  '^diftt' tlieb<iftlioW-i»»t§eew  ill 
the' iiiaa'ne^''1^st  i6^l6iliat€di>«6>:«ti|u«e  umou{  and 
Hirrfidny";  ktidto  (toVkl)'' iStifctbls  <w««wJa«"' the 
rank,  taiirit-  'r(<9p^atH%'iiUll.  ^bla;ri^  otf  ^ 
(Si^hq1ic':'B6dy.  Thcfefe'-><^erei  fhtP  'sentimttit*  'ex- 
press^ il!>tbeinfce¥)fi^''tiAd  wbiifb-re^blbtMd  (tb^ 
contents W  «be  len«<Y  adttr^^ett  yy  ^^ecittHtyt 
to  ilie  Eafl'of'#iri^tfli;'.<VlSfeoun«  iSortiWbitowtf 
and  Southwell,  and  Sir  Edward  BelleWj  Qattv^ 
whicli  weire'dispatifhttl'tb  'tli4ra'"en'  S^tt<rd%  ' tihe 
Wfh  jtirt/'  '  On'  Mdnda;^,'  tbfe  'l«tft,-«m8M»^ 
those- iettin'Ui-t re 'ii&cejVfed,'  lailieitittV,  -ihat  pitiJ 
Vioiis  4>i*:^g{i^Tbenti  f  r^vtih'te*  tlieli-' attend a|K4i 
otf  'thatdar.' !  TlJese  litters' ci)n««ft)»i[l' ^^^fuiUettiAi 
of  the  tromplrrnent,  arid  the  strooge^t  im^tessidn^ 
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'^'  of  hope9;foE  thsiu^h  ,wd.:b«tmoiiy  flwy  felt  in 
oototDOR  «trith  nU  tlmtir  ffiUQiyr.C»tt^U!ps.  On;th^t 
ddyi  (J 8<h  January, '.>1M7> eft  .QUQierf HIS;  Cmhollc 
nlgettAgi  at  ttieiStsrand  iCi4rt9r>  £^K7i4t^«et,'  to<>|i 
plate,  whfS«4rthi»JKfi^iV:JBs<|.ibfty^!tie«|i  cajllecl 
to  tt)«i9i)9ir*i  t(i.wl!i»ji4s<»)>'«4i  .■^T))9^  thi^  fippean 
P>.  »s,^iprQ\Kf  .|^6*w|ri<%prpi»fl[t  a  petition  to 
PailiatjK^BJi.pii; 't\fA.:f)^^oir  tl^e.. U^vpi^  .C«U;boUc 
iolwbit^its:  .o^-,  4|^  s'n^,  ;%^m1,  U|i^t.%e.  p^rsqns  be. 
■  |iittWipJ»own..by  WlqJ;  l^y  lljUipr^spntiuf^tipg,  to 
waiit.upbtt'Jhp  .fi*PWJ»fy.  pf  tbe.  {vjs^  gpvfiuaient/. 
toik»»w,  whethi^r^ij:  b9,r^k|B,ii«}teo^ion  pf  bis  Ma- 
jwtyj* uvini$tejs  to wpi^rt  stb^lltbis  prps^tses- 

iiofl.oif  I»aiJliai?iw$,;  iqr tjie  itei^ qf  tbeCatiwUc 

b«ly • "  UpPP  «  balfet  Jhp  fo^lp.wl  ng  gef^f lemen 
Yrerfe  cbaspn: ;  Ji/>rd .,  Jriepphr  JoJlii.  Is^^igK  >VU- 
Kam .  JMi)rphjy> .  Mattbew  Q'po»iiiur, ;  ^lid  •  Jobn 
liifoe,  ;B^r%.  i.They  :  tlifii .  r^$plYed,  *^  T'^at  ,tb? 
&w  pttr^ws  jiip|)^n.c«d;  by  ba|(o^  i^hijfil^l  W^U  up* 
QUithet  Secretary* ,  a^^^peptliljr  a«  P'?ssH)le,  .a^cl  th^t 
this  ttieejtingidi^  si^jwjJCn .*P  Satit«%.the  ^^tli  insL 
tQ  /Qcdiye  Jbe  lepftrV^ '  §evpr?^l  gen tlemen  haying. 
e*|ireteeil.  th^ir.tvi?i^s,:  tJ^at 

HK^cMAxf^i^d  |9;.|J)fiav.by  tbCfSeciyt^ry  accord- 

Moreca.  ^  9u  j&|tur<i^y>  Uif  l7th,qf  Jfanvu^ry^riaQ?,  ano- 
,  ^o^c  meet,  ^j^^  jC^iftUc  me?ting-wa3  iiqlden  at  the  §  tar  and 

Garter^  JUsde^viitn^tj^:  when  John  Igni^tius  Burke 
£9q^  'wa9 called  tjo^  l])e. chair.  John  Kcqgli  aad 
Mat]tl)eiV;0'C^4»9!ri:lv^qrs^  having  sepaj:ately  re- 
ported their  interviews  with  Mr*  Secretary  Elliott 
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the  meet Uig  caime.to  the  foUjowing^  Fcsolatiotiss  '^^^' 
**  That  we  f^l  the  siacerestsatisfai^tioH  in  the 
manoer,  whiph  our  cleputation.  have  concluctexl 
thonseirts  ii^  their  interviews  with,  Mav  Eiliott'' 
At  ^}iat,  meetings  the  {Secretary:  xva$  specially  in- 
$truc.tefl  to  write  to  the  peers,  M^jt^g  tlieir  attends 
unce  ii|  t^ie  nuist  ji^re^aiog  manner,  as.  well  as  the 
country  gentleoien.  at  the  next  general  meetiogy 
asnothing  decisive  l^tJ  yet  taken  (>lacc ;  their  at- 
tendance was  most  <lesireable  in  th€;discussi04>  of  ' 
a  measure^  that  involved  the  interest  of  all.  For, 
atolldagKtlie  resoJutions  of  the  meetings  in  Du1>- 
Itn  t^ei^  only  on  the  part  of  the  city,  yet  it  was 
generally  the  case,  that  the  capital  mostly  influen- 
ced, tlie  conduct  of  the  different  parts  of  Ireland. 
Lette^a.  were  acc^^rd^ngly  dispatched  to  tlieai  on 
tMt  «lay*    '  -    . 

Oti  Saturtlay,  the  'i4tTi  of  January,  1807,  a  Ca-  R^ointK« 
tholic  meeting  was  convened  at  the  Star  and  GarnpXm^r, 
ter,  E§sex-st;-eet,  when  it  was  re»oIve<l ;  1*  *'  jj^^i.thatsewion, 
A  petition  t^  Purlianiettty  on  behalf  oft  the  Catho- 
lic of  DuWtn,  be  pT^|)ared  and   laid  before  oui* 
nelct  meeting,  to  be  held  on  Saturday  the  7th  of 
February  next. /^.  Ttiat. twenty-one  persons  be 
appointed. as. a  committee  to  prepare  Mich  petition. 
3.  That  our  Secrelary.  l>e  inscrucied  to  give  imme^ 
diate'  notice  of  otir  next  meeting,  on  the  7th  of* 
Febriiarv,    to  the  absent  noblemen   aiid  country 
ggntlepieii,  aqd  to  assure  them,  that  their  attend- 
ancQ  will,  gi  v(b  jp^per?!  .s;^tisfactjoiv    4.'  That  JVIr.  • 
DiUan,  Miv  Pltinket  and  Mr.  ^*Goraian  be  au tlif>r- 
ized  to  wait  dn  gPuch  noblemen  and  country  "f^'n- 
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the  desire  of  that  nice tfng  to  promise^ tfnaniinity 
iiid  tl^eir  <lesii^-to  liavetlieir  assi^tbncc  *6n  fhe*7t1i 
of  Feb^ary,  for  that  great^olyect  th  *he' Gatlroli « 
of  Ireland  -  Sr  TKit  the  €onifiuttiee  apl^mtetl  itr 
pui^iaiiee  of  the  foregoing  resbluriart/'  b^  alsoieiTi- 
powei^cl  to  ct>mmiiiil<»ate  to  the  priticipal  Roman 
C^tholttf  gcntlenaeir  of  the  'cfifFei^ent'C^niies  of 
Irelatid,  the  prbceeding^  of  iini  meeting''  on '  the 
iinbject  of  a  petmoh.*       *    -  * 


r 


i     ■*  ,   /      !.'» 


44 


instants  as  «;eli  as  Cafho^i^s'^  inveigh.ag^in^^t^iuteippecaiure 
and  rash i>ess  of  Mr..  Keogh's  speech  at  this  meetipg  i^even  to 
consider  It  ^a\culated  to  agitate,,  an  J  strongly  inr^pregnfiate.cl  'wi»h 
sedition/  'Ah  anohvrtioii!?  '(ahd  ret^y  able)  Writer^  atmbtindng 
himself  a  Protestant  barifis^er>hay9  ^one  (^la^'^^ppekr^  tcf  ^  ftti* 
thor)  the  unwarrantable  and  unfounded  lengths  of  Q9yihg»l(pt*. 
6 1 ),  /*  that  Mr.  Keogh'^  speec^  ^t  ^he  Calholip  ;wf efjng  Af^^Y 

excited  the  indignation  of  the  niajoritv  of  the  Irish  Catho^ics  s 

and  if  the  Irish  executive 'hail  soberly  considered  the  circuni- 
"  Stances,  irt  whicb  that  gientleman  stood;  and  the  degrfee  of  po- 
*^'  litical  /epiitiatibn  be  ttDioyod'  laoi^h^t.liik  bse1fhrell^8ihdBilhe- 

.y48ar » J  738^  -  tl^y  sure!  v  yvdM  pwvw  ha?<*  regf^ed  Hiiii^s  th« . 

spokesman  of  the  Iri&hvCMholics  r  vfil  IVIr.  Poo^onby,  1  un- 
*^  derstand,  visited  and  confidentially. con^ulted^  with  this  gentje- 
**  man  *'*  A  ktrong  mark  of  Mr/ I'ohsonbyV discretion  :,  and  a 
poiverfol  pre9utii]!)tioh;' :thai  if  he  failed  in  satisfying  the 'Oatho- 
lie  iBiod»  it  wasdiDtt  /ff^Uui^otanM  (if  ^li^t  Wluild  ailsWer  iheir 
txpectationa.  It  bcooifif  9  fio  Visl^rio^  levity  fiiore  in^rfw  to^ne^ 
peat^  that  th<t.c6(ifidence  •f.tbp  g|r<j.at  body  of.  Catholics  in  Mr. 
Keogh,  their  trysty,  powerful  and  successful,  friend  and  guar- 
dlan  was  notrthen  abateVl :  that  his  own  zeal  for  the  cause  had  hot 
bet^-wc^ktiied  lly  age,  cb<)led' by '  poblic  or  pritatesbUchalKon, 
or  eMingui9brd;ky  iaiiai^vo^.ir^tkDoe^'jl'Ifdut  ondaiihted'tiiair-' 
liness,  which  .lia^  :i^  1793|  foi^<2d,  fr^m  ihe*  ^ubborn  svbMH* 
ty  of  the  wily  Pitt  those  valuable  rights^  which  the  addressers 
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,On  die  7th  6f  ^ehvtiiry,  •according- to  adjourn  J  Jf°V, 
ment,  the  Catholics  inct  at  the  Star  and  Garter,*  Further  re- 

solutions  td 
^  petition,  of 

h«d  crin^lngly  throwii  tiiidcrliis  feet,  still  invigorated  thevtW-the  CatUo- 
rftn,  And  Mitaed  htm  into  action  against  official  shlfu  and  insin- ^*^'**  ^***^ 
cerity.     We  fiiHiiw  not  ihe  aitcmy moos  barrister,  in  attributing 
the  opposition;  f  as  iie  does  p.  M),  to  the  cold-Hooded,  Unspatii- 
mg;  tiffddftfft  k^nded  peliey  qf'Mr,  PoMonby.'h  h'An  undoubt- 
ed fact,  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  24th  of  January,  tS07>  the  '    . 
i^al,  genuine  ^Ihi^  of  the  bulk  of  the  Catholic  body  at  that 
time,  was  strrnigly  expressed,  and  that  it  lasted  till  the  meeting  of 
the  7th  of  the  errsuing  'Febriaty,  over  which  Lord  l^ingatf  pre'-' 
sided,  beeaiHie  tbat  speech  of  Mr.  Keogli  i^as  published  by  the 
8pe<4al  destre  of  that  histmeetr^g.  •  It  is  submitted  to  the  reader* 
to  speak  for  itsielf.  It  certainly  throws  strong  tight  u[^on  the  mys* 
terious  fflov^ements  of  the'govet^m*;nt  at  that  intricate  and  im- 
portant crisis,  and  is' an  iUustrative  d6cument  of  the  times  it  re- 
tersto.        •  '  ' 

*'  Before  1  enter  intqi  the  business  of  the  day,  Ft  may  be  well 
to  satisfy  this  meeting  and  the  pi^blic,  that  there  is  no  manner  of 
foundation  for  a  tcpnrt  so  industriously  circulated,  that  the  De* 
putatio'n  appointed  uy  the  Catholics  of  Dublin,  tx>  wait  upon  the 
Irish  gov^mncnt,  had  been  treated  with  insult. 

Yvur  deputies  had  three  hitervie\Vs  with  the  Secretary,  Mr> 
Elliott :  at  two  of  Whlciitbe  Chancellor  was  present.     1  do  not ,  ^ 
know  any  man  in  socletyj  whose  manners  are  more  remote  from 
insultor  disrespect  than  those  of  Mr.  BlHott:  that  gentleman  was 
remarkably  polite  and  attentive  to  your  deputies. 

Of  ihe  Chancellor  h  must  be  unnecessary  to  speak.  Born  and' 
spending  his  whole  Hfe  in  the*  midst  of  us,  he  is  pej-sonally 
known*  to  many  of  the?  gentlemen  present.  His  character  is 
known  to  all.  He  is  incapable  of  any  action  unbecoming  his 
high  birth,  polished  manners,  and  hi«  superior  and  elevnted 
mind.  Whether  the  Catholics  are  relieved,  or  their  shackles 
cofitinoeKl,  I  Bm  persuaded  neither  the  Chancellor  nor  Mr.  Elliott 
will  ever  treat  with  insuft  or  disrespect  any  deputation  froni  the 
OftthoUcs  of  Duhliw. 

It  is  trae,  they  held  out  no  cotnfott :  no  assurance,  that  the 
British  rainiiHer  intended  to  britig  forward  a^^y  bill  for  our  relief^ 
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KOT,^    Esscx-streetk  When  the  Eavl  of  FingaUw^is  cailed' 
to  the  ehair,  they  iesolvecl».  •*  That  this  ineetingv 

yet  I  am  persuaded,  those  gentkmen  sincerely  wisU  the  repeal*  of 
these  ia\vs»  wliich  disqualify  the  Catholics;  berause  they  knovv. 
the  state  of  this  ^^ountry,  and  that  such  repeal,  beyond  all  other 
measures,  is  essential  to  the  £m|>ire  and  to  tbe  Throue^  .Bui  the 
Irish  ^avernnient  must  be,  in  a  ceirtaia  degree,  the  orgaui  of  the 
British  cabinet. 

We  are  now  to  consider,  whether  the  C?itholics  of  Dublio. 
ought    to   petition  Parliament  for  relief.       Your    det^rmina- 
tion  may   decide  the  fate  of  the  Catholics  of  this  dayi    snil 
tjiat  of- their  pojsterity;   but  whatever  you  resolve  upon  will 
be  liable  to  censure.     If^you  petition,  you  will  be  arraigned  as 
rasli;  if  you   decline  it,.  yoAi  will  be.  deeiped:  pusillanimous* 
btron^  objections,  I  own,  may  be  urged  against  either  decision.- 
In  a  choice  of  diificuities,  I  thought  it  unworthy  to  shiiuk  from 
this  question ;  and  therefore,  ill  as'I  am  in  health,  I  have  coqie 
among  you  to  take  my  full  share  pf  the  respons'^bilH:y  .or  odimn 
of  it :  if  odium. shall  hereafter  be  attached  to  your  decision. 

Should  I  be  so  unfortunate  this  d»y,  as  to  propose  .£^  resolution, 
which  may  prove  injurious  to  the  Catholics^  1,  trust  1  may  ex* 
pect  some  indulgence  from  my  fellow-sufiferers,  for  whose  inte- 
rests 1  have  taken  an  active  part  for  the  last  twenty  years;  When 
they  reflect,  in  that  period  I  never  sup^iorted  one  measure,  which 
the  Catholics  had  cause  to  regret,  nor  one,  which  had  .not  finally 
a  considerable  degree  of  success.  , 

I  have  given  this  question  all  the  consideration  I  am  capable 
of,  and  before  I  sit  down.  I  will  propose  a  resolution,  "  that  a 
*'  petition  to  the  Imperial  Parliament,  on  behalf  of  the  Catholics 
"  of  Dublin,  be  prepared,  and  jsuhmitced  to  our  next  meeting  on 
*'  this  day  fortnight/' 

To  enable  us  to  j^udge  dii^passlonately  of  this  measure*  I 
will  stale  fairly  the  strong  objections  urged  against  out  P^i- 
tion :  and  by  those,  who  aflect  to  be  friends  to  the  present  go vero- 
ment. 

They  assert,  that  ,the  majority  of  the  cabinet  are  avo^d 

friends  to  the  question  j  hut  t|iat  it  w:ill  embarrass  them#.if  now 

'  brought  before  Parliaiacnt*^  That  they  expect  our  sileiice,  and  to 
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at  it  s  lisiDg,  <1q  a<youni  to  Monday,  the  Ptb  ipst;  J^\; 
and  then  will  join  the  meeting  of  the  Catholics  of 

leave  ihem  lo  choose  the  time,  when  they  can  accomplish  our  ob- 
Jeci.  They  add,  that  if  Mliilslers  oppose  us,  they  will  forfeit  their 
character;  and  if  they  support  us,  they. may  lose  their  places; 
and  our  late  persecutors  come  into  power. 

Others,  deeper  politicians,  assert,  that  they  will  give  us  their 
individual  votes,  but  not  their  influence  ;  and  of  course  we  shall 
bedefeat«:d;  and  then,  it  is  maid,  they  will  retain  their  power. 
]t  is  insinuateit,  that  Ministers  may^  in  resentment,  imlulge  the 
Opposition  with  dnother  specimen  Af  martial  law,  free  quarters 
and  the  toriure ;  and  that  the  Catholics  may  avoid  those  eviU, 
and  keep  the  friendship  of  Ministers;  by  postponing  th<:Ir  ptti- 
lion.  '    . 

1  will  now  submit  my  reasftns,  why  Ministers  should  not  be 
fUspected  to  descend  to  this  line  of  conduct.  They  are  allowed 
to  be  men  of  high  honor,  and  of  great  abilities;  in 480.5,  they 
proved  in  Parliament  and  to  the  empire  the  folly  and  wickeil-  ^    . 

ness  of  continuing  laws,  which  must  di.scoatent  or  disaiVect  four 
^r  Hve  millions  of  bi'ave  and  faithful  subjects.  Thev  urged  the  re* 
pi-al,  a>»  essential  to  tbestiength  of  the  Empire,  and  the  security  of 
the  Throne ;  that' a'l  subjects  should  have  an  equal  interest  toper - 
petuate  both,  or  die'  \xi  their  defence.  They  proved,  that  the 
Mmpire  was  menaced  by  a  powerful  enemy,  and  therefore,  the  ... 
nioment  of  uniting  all  subjects,  should  not  be  delaye<l.  Their 
own  arguments  have  now  ten-fold  str.engih,  by  the  unprecedent- 
ed, success  of  the  enemy  from  that  period  to  the  present  day. 

I  can  never  believe,  that  such  men  as  compose  the  present 
IVl  ini>try  will  i^ive  up  all  claim  to  character  anf(  public  confidence, 
by  deserting  their  <own  principles,  solemnly  and  publicly  pledged ; 
still  less  can  I  believe,  they  will  descend  to  the  greater  mean-' 
nr.^s  or  duplicity  of  defeating  us  by  an  evasive  or.  hollow  s(i>)- 
{HMt*  such  as  Mr.  Pitt  gave  the  African  slaves.  An  open  oppo- 
sition would  be  more  ilianlv,  and  less  disgraceful.  Those  of  the 
opposition,  %vho  are  enemies  to  our  relief,  yet  even  they  would 
ever  keep  the  people  of  England  reminded  of  such  a  breach  of 
ialih  and  of  cons-islency.     They  might  chur^^'e  them  u  ith  having 
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1807.    Ireland,  to  be  heW  at  D'Arcy's  farera  m  EarW 
street;'*  which  met  acedrdiiigly,  and  again  una-' 

agitated  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  1805,  at  the  moment  of  a 
threatened  invasion,  and  that  only,  for  the  purposes  of  party  ; 
to  harrass  or  remove  Mr.  Pitt,  or  obtain  power  tor, themselves  j 
•  for  if  they  were  sincere  in  what  they  then  asserted,  why  not  sup- 
port  the  question  now,  with  aU  the  inflr^ence  of  government^ 
when  the  power  of  the  enemy  is  much  more  forroidat>le  tlian  in 
1805  ?  But  the  ministers  themselves,  on  discovering  the  want  of 
truth  and  consistency  in  theiir  own  colleagues,  n^ust  suspect  each 
other  in  every  future  engagement,  and  each  must  dread,  that  be 
may  be  deceived  in  turn.  Principles  of  deception,  onctf  de* 
tected,  can  never  have  the  confidence  of  any  party,  or  of  the  Ra- 
tion \  such  a  ministry  coulj  not  stand.  Should  ministers  be  dis- 
missed  for  consistency*^  they  will  retire  with  honor,  ant)  will  be 

*  *    *  ' 

reinstated;  but  by  tergiversation,  places  and  honor  will  be  for- 
(cited,  never  to  be  recovered. 

These  are  my  reasons  for  not  believing  those  pre' ended  friends 
to  ministers  are  jiLsti  fie  J,  b}'  imputing  to  ministers  an  int<^ntion 
of  an  open  oppoMtion  to  our  claims,  or  an  insidious  and  disho-' 
norable,  hollow  support.  On  the  Contrary,  I  rely  upon  their 
character  and  on  their  good  sense,  for  supporting;  us  with  their 
whole  infliieqce;  they  avow  themselves  our  friends.  The  late  ad- 
ministration are  spoken  of  as  our  enem}e$ ;  yet  let  us  not  concea) 
nor  forget,  that  a  long  and  dreadful  list  of  penalties  and  disqua- 
lifications  were  removed  under  the  administration  of  Mr  Pht  and 
Ix>rd  Melville;  not  a  single  disqualification  is  as  yet  removed  hf 
our  friends,  the  present  ministers.  They  Indeed^ volunteer  to  de- 
fend  the  liberties  of  Germany,  and  the  Blacks  of  Africa  :  but  a» 
yet,  they  are  silent  as  y^  bur  aufferinsc  millions  ! 

An  unnatural  system  of  government,  uoprecejented  iii  any 
part  of  Europe,  has  been  persisted  hi,  in  this  unhappy  country. 
The  vast  majority  ofour  populatipn  proscribed  or  degraded,  feuds 
and  parties  encouraged,  a  set  of  petty  tyrants  have  been  gene- 
rated, t6  whose  relentless  fury  the  people  were  exposed,  Thfs 
faction  was  reprobated  by  many  of  Ihose,  .wh6  arenovv  in. 
power.  In  consequence^  they  dread,  that  their  tyranny  will  b* 
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nlartm^ry' tailed -^tlKj'  EarF  of  Fin^ill  to  tlic'  thair,  ^^^ 
attS  tAh&to  l^Mk>\v\ttg  resolutions  :  *•  I.  TImt 

'  put  doi^A'ah<{  suppi^ens^d  fdr^vtr,ind  they  are  0«»gcrto  join  any 
IlkctBtti  datcryfo-bVfet-iJiiw  the  mmrtters.  It  H  their  boast,  that 
even  the  ministers  are  afraid  to  put  ihem  down.  1  hopt  they 
loaynhd  goveWitnebU  vie/re  tkYm  atid  consistent,  than  they  ex];^i:t. 
Half  measdfes  We  Yh0  riiiri  of^afl,  t^^fio  adopt  them. 

^DuHhrstoVy  for  Ittre  last  forty  yeaVs  exhibits  ^  series  of  cruelty 
and  peHectftion  on  bne  side,  an<f  of  Sllegaf  attempts  to  obtain  re- 
A^sk  oh  the  other.'  Hehce,  tfhileboys,  Hearts  of  Steel;  De- 
fenfdftt^;  OhihgemeVi,  tJnited  Irrshniert;  and  lately  the  Thr'e^h- 

.  «r^. '  Db  not  ih^e  demonstrate^  that  the  people  thrhk  themselves 
oppressed/ «bat  they  bfiive  been  Hi 'a  pOf!iti<;a?  fever';  they  fee) 
tlfeiV*  p!iiti\  ahd  tiirn  from  side  to  side  in  hope  of  relief,  but  iu 
fkWi  n6  relief  ddk  yet  been  fbutid;  tvhUst  tbfe  laiv^  them'selve:; 
jfrbdu^e 'the  tyranny ;  and  if  the  law  be  the  apprfessof,  there  can- 
nit' Wi  greater. '  '"  •  ' 
Ih'cVery  wdlkof  life  we  aferemtndedof  Our  waht  of  prx>tectioh,' 
and  dfoiir  dl^grad^tion  :  ouf  optitent  merchaAts  shut  out  from  the 
Bank,'  ourtradei-8  from  corporation^;,  our  persecutors  not  unfre- 
<|0€ritry  6ub  sheriffs,  selecting  jufies  of  their  own  prihCt'pfes  to 
decide  on  our  propehies  and  even  on  our  lives ;  it  i$  from  this 
d^^pfdr^bie  state  we  ajiply  for  relief.  WouM  any  of  the  great 
religious  sects  iii  England' be  content^  were  they  in  a  similar  stat^ 
of  bpp'i«esslbn  >  "Would  those  of  the  Eitabl!:<hed  Chtfrch?  or  the 
Methodists?  or  Evangelists?  Would  th«  h-esby  re  nans  of  Scot- 
land'be  contenV^a  handfurbf  then  seized  rheir*  Hands,  burned 
their  houses,  bdntshed  muMtdd^s  by  mere  forde,  %vithout  jire- 
teVided  cfime,  br  trial,  or  form  ottd^,  afid  Wer%  told,  that  aft  this 
was 'lojfatry.*  If  itlAt  co'rftitt^-'werii  attacked,  m*6iiW  the  galfant 
men  0?  ScotfamHi'sqiie  their  \ite'i  iridef<(;nce  of  such  a  system  of 

'  pfet'ly  tyranny  r'We  cfo  not  ^oBiplam  of  the  prerogative  oi*  power 
of  the  cfo'wh.  An  absoTute  government  mFght  mendodr  coildi- 
tion. ,  Oar  grievance  is,  that  many*hien,  beneath  iliji  in  birth, 
education,  m6raU  'and  tbtt^ne,  are   alloiVed  to  trample  npou 
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i»o7.     ]i  jg  ^  gj.  ^jj^j  proper  time  to  presefit  a  p^tioA  ta 
Parliament  on  belialf  of  the  Catliolic^  of  Ivdai^l . 

Yet  the  Catholics  have  submitted^  do  submit,  and  nHiil  subaiit  i 
and  confide  for  rellt^f  on  our  hunable  and  coostitutional  petition 
to  Parliament. 

It  has  been  confidently  assrrteil  in  EnglauJ*  that  the  lri$ii  Ca- 
tholics enjpy  protection  equajjy  with  erery.  other  class  of  »itb<« 
J9ct0»  in  their  characters,  properties,  and  lives.  .  Whether  cwil 
rights  were  ever  secure  to  the  people,  of  ^oy  country,*  who  were 
divested  of  political  ponver,  w^uld,  I  believe,, b<. difficult  ta, 
prove ;  but  jour  destructive  patties  have  put  it  beyond  ,all  ques- 
tion ;  for  so  long  as  we  shall  be  e^luded  from  every  share  of/ 
political  power,  we  cannot  be.  secured  in  our  civil  rights. 

Your  deputies  represented  to  the  secretary,  that  men,  such,  a$ 
those,  who'compose  this  meeting,  who  have  their  hollies,  (ortune9» 
servants,  .carriages,  cotnforts,  and  luxuries  of  life,  were  not  in: 
anv  country,  the  promoters  of  disturbance.  The  men  of  pro- 
perty  government  may  depend  on ;  but  they  are  the  few  ;  their 
physical  strength  is  as  nothing,  unless  followed  by  Uie  popula- 
tion. Our  object  is  to  attach  that  population,  by  interest  and  by 
affection,  to  thtr  ihrone  and  the  Empire;  and  we  are  bold  to  say^ 

THAT  SINGLE  Ml^ASURC  WILL  RENDER  THE  EMPIRE   INVINCIBLE. 

■  . .  .  .         ' 

Is  the  throne  bendited^^by  our  being  oppressed  by  an  Irith 
junto  ?  Certainly  not.  Docs  any  one  individual  in  Great  Bri- 
tain derive  a  benefit?  No ;  not  oae»  Poth  the  thsone  and  people 
of  England  are  materially  injured. 

,  What  then  is  our  crime  !  Xxt  the  world  listen  with  astpnish- 
ment  to  Bi'itish  philosophy  aoid  Uberality.  Our  forefathers  em^ . 
braced  Christianity  in  the  fifth  ceatury  ;  the  crcted,  which  tl^ey . 
received,  we  adhere  to  ;  that  is  our  crime  !  :Yet  this  i.\  the  sam« 
ci'eed,  which  the  great  Alfred  held  ;  the  best  and  greatest  Prince, 
that  ever  adorned  the  throne  of  EnglamI-  It  was  the  creed  of 
the  Edwards  and  Henrys,  who  humbled  and  conquered  France  ; 
and  it  is  the  creed  we  profess* 

The  Catholics  seek  no  diminution  of  taxes  ;  they  cheerfully 
contribute  their  full  quota  to  the  exigencies  of  the  state ;  they  do 
n(»t  solicit  for  any  peculiar  privilege.     The  extent  of  our  suppli- 
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Si.  That  the '.  tweutyv^me .gentleimo^  .who  lis^ve  ^l-    **^'^* 
Teady  aiet  to  prepare  a  petition,  be  bow  appointed 

>  ■  *    I    ,  A 

c»titt|n  :i^  tp.  be  governed,  punished,  or  pco^cctedi  by  the  i^me 
laws  with  every  Miier  class  of  his  Majesty's  subjects. 

We  entreat,  that  privileges  may  hereafter  be  granted  to  loyalty 
and  heroism,  'n6t  to  creeds;  that  all  may  have  equal  interest  to 
perpetuate  the  constitution,  or  to* die  in  ittf'^fen^e. 

Shinnefal  falsehoods-  to  otir  disadvantage  are  pfdpaga^ ;  wi> 
n^ss.Sir  Ricliard  Mosgi^ve's  fal^rication^  and.  reveries  imposed 
on  England  as  gospel  truths. 

Our  services  are  passed  unnoticed  or  smothered;  no  minister 
or  miniistierial  print  procTarms  how  grefttly  we  increase  th« 
armies;  how  our  numbers  crowd  all  his  Majesty'd^lk^^ ;  that 
under  our  gallant  and  beloved  countryman.  Lord  H'utchloson, 
our  brethren  had  a  distinguished  share  in  the  conquest  of  Egypt ; 
that  we  furnished  our  full  proportion  of  the  heroes  of  Trafalgar 
and  Calabrra ;  and  we  now  offer  to  shed  our  last  drop  of  blood 
in  -defence  of  the  throne  imd  empire. 

'  And  do  these  services  merit  degnidation  ?  Are  the  heroes  of 
l^gypt,  Calabria,  Trafalgar,  and  their  posterity  yet  unborn  to 
be  proscribed  ?  It  cannot  be. 

If  Mr.  Pitt  were  now  in  power,  how  justly  would  the  present 
ministers  Veprobate  this  dangerous  infatuation ,  as  hazard ing  tkf^ 
ruin  of  the  empire  entrusted  to  his  eare«  They  might  call  on 
parliament  to  turn  their  though^  tptbe  Continent,  and  to  reflect, 
tfaatvi^heri  Bbhajpiirte  rettinted  iiKiiii  Bgypt,  he  found  France  lorn 
piecemeat  by  factions.  La  Vendee  was  th^  exposed  to  martial 
law,  free' quarters,  arid  the  torture ;  r^y  to  join  the  invader, 
'and  shake  off  theiiv tyrants.  He' suppi'«s^ed  the  factions,  pro-- 
tected  'the  rights  of  csonscience  to  ail  sects,  pat  an  end  to  pf  rseca- 
tion  ;  and  the  insorgenta  of  La .  Vendee  a.re  become  attached  to 
'the  government,  that  protects  them.  From  thence  to  Geneva, 
from  Holland  to  Saxony,  through  all  the  confederated  kingdoms 
iiAd  states  of  Germany,  persecution  and  disqaalifscation  ofi  ac- 
count of  creeds,  are  abolished,  Theiiect,  which  was  oppressed 
under  the  old  system,  whether  Luthepm,  Catholic,  or  Calvtoist, 
is  now  every  where  raised  to  equal  privileges  with  theii*  feUow- 
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^^^  ^  ^hc-C^Mttmittee  to  prefvare  a  petidon  fon  tlie 
*C2L^hp\ii^  )d^  Inelai^d*  iS;  That  t^  Catholic  {ieers 
be  of  the  Committee,  and  that  the  meeting  do 
itdmitrate  t\<'eii!yrdrfe  gttrtteiti«i  to  assist  in  pre* 
paring  the  petition, ' aiid  that  a.list  of  their  iiafrtes 
li€f,  returaed/tq,,  tJ^jp.Secrctary*  tlia.t  .they  may'  be 
summoned  .fts;  is|>€edHy  as;  ^o^sij^iip..  4».; iXbat  tJI:)Q 
Batottels  do*  at^  foi^m  a  part  o^i>4h6  CiDtoimifctce. 
51  Tlrat  this'  meeting  do  at  it^  Tisitig  adjourn'  to 

cuing  meliirrpii^  thqeiQ^cts  ofapciiJ/Y^biigotry  ^fii  inip\Rr^nx:%  a5 
much  as  \^y  ijU^^ns^J^t;  pijomate&.,9i*  siecures  his,  astoniahing  9pd 

alarm  ii^gQ6R^9st$-     .  « 

-  If 'ther^vt!^^^  jaw  R0VV  .in.%cc^to  djsqvalifjr  Cs^t^iolics;  qd 
account  of  their  religious  cre§d«  tfai^&ect^.wj^r/e.npw  equajjly  eli- 
^ib^  tQth«.priyj)ege^  of.  itM  c(^n^tutio;],,fipd  th^t^  lpyc^Hy«not 
9iod?«i>f  fs^lb*  HMer^.d^  crite|i:ion^of4uerit^  suidiliat  it  were  np^ 

*  *  •  ^  *      *       '    '  '  * 

proposed  in  Pariiatnentto  €nact  law^  €9  disgvajify' fpur  miflioii^ 

ftf^^^oifiiSi  ^i^4f  tbtir.  Ff^sMtrify  £6f  ev^j  ^;Ky  iK^i^  «uf^  a 

^PJ^^..  be  rj^protole<i.  ii^,.I|a,?}i%5ifs«rt  ^  Wgulfj  it  iipj  be,  said^^ 

lifcatjft  )aw.4<^  difqMlify^,  WtSj-s^,  Ijilirlt^  di§cuwitpt,.Qr  <Sj^^affec> 

^hfilpMty  ^g;i»tm\3h  IThjkUb^  Ain^fid:  ?eal,  a^d  \diputpj,p^^vy 

fiirfaject;. wbtW  bencQefipary.tg.r^^p^Jjt^lft^lVgbAy  foj-q?  fif  pv^  for- 

tekidftfale«riemyj;i  b^^jhOrgky^fUlH^n^^^^  c^^e  fpr  djscon^pt  tp 

/bilvjWflliMU  o£fi^F%ve'^tuU»af4yf^bi^9>r^'i^'WiT/^e  fb^i^i^nzy  ; 

4^it^b«fipQlef  lienlibtiii^.  wfdjiif-|i|iy.w^.U)jragib^?  ^^nofj^h  t^ 

•widi-:t«^  at Qiti^tt  uMf ^d  iBwM^ifiScJbf^Q^e  9rf)vi;iqe^ :  tp  fffsinf^ 

•uitbiimusfe  bfiihis  plao:i^-9f(?A9^piilb.U»;SU£l^  siifiefuiiir^  must  bp 

lh%!tdi[ftool  wisffejof '.Talteyrarodira;n^^f  .BoDfiparte^  .\\ho  dr^iad, 

lfhftt»;C0Ui<dic»  ifei#w?ip%\if>of  «boqId-uBit^  i^  wpine,  jincl  r^jnd^r 

■ilJiw»n€4b|^4VbiHftft>p^ke,  ,i)ri0ci©n<^ue^  ^xpji)  ftuF 

imiUifois  .aaiV.'ibfiiri  po^teri^y.iftromt^tj^  caustitutjof)^  .ijyjU  .gratity 

fi¥firy.^Uaitot:  ,to.,bi.*^Kingi.  ;io/hJ^,:jHfStri9m3j  beiCi^,J^i^  l<^  Vhe. 

-empire..         •..  .  ^^    /j:-jM...r     •.;;:./..  .^  ^...;  ,....   , 


■/UmiiOSIbil^tf  tit  Biii*^  Bedford.  « 

■i»s9«|i:o.ecerniog.rjBfiiattfrBat:B]ftn«^me«t:trfnh&  " 
.fhe.Mlawiiig  ii«;)iJ«t*Bf.:tlw  fiflfftniillBv  urhish 
,«iool»fl})S9ticfs.»iingi»ttt*i:««tioiu.  ,;     •    :,:,■  ■ 

7;;i!T   .r.       1  ;m  ;l:t"o;;     ■■,.    ;.  !  ••  ,•       ,i,;    :.  " 

'pidd^Ji  fUdijgl .,     ,  .  (5*;Connoi,  Maftin  '  "'. 

.(5w;^^J!,^^iij^f , ',  .;.f,p'Ojjoibt.pi^^'  '".■;',', 

fritise,.  Fr(ii)»ii»i  , ..  ,  i,,Q'Qo'|DS.IJ.  PVn?sU, '  . .. 
.Cliilpii^  Thomas , .  .,^,  jy.  O'Sliea,  ^olm  '  -  '^ , 
,R<ini)f(l^.fil«l^c)^"  ■  .  OKe'illy,  Dominjck..  ..^ 
,pj:^lHg^Bl«,,TJi^?;^:fl,PIui)k«t.  Luke  -r.;  _'|j 
.J^IqO,  John,].,  ,  „l,  ,,.  Jiiqc,  Pouiinick  j^  ^. 
.fanf^jjqi5»,,,|.  „.j!,:,  KlfW,  Plulip  ,  '  ,,„.:j 
fl^i'VjHWSfe'::    .^ly^.Ryari,  C'tales     :,„,,".!! 

SmiK-^'^i    .h2     .;,  :SlKa,  ErfmunJ    3,.i.  ..  • 
.K(e9gl^j|M^f!tlaf^  |.,;f  j.;ShciKlan  E(Kyitd,.M.p. 
;W«;t.-fS'Wn'!!nO '.•■.,•  ,!'lS!P''e«K»o'i3t<,l'_.,.f:'    . 
Vyf'Sl!!.MffiW-MfSl,.  Taafe,   Henrj-    ^^    ;.  .. 

■Aiss?fl'.:^rft'*?i>?i.-...[i ..,  :^*'y"'' ^'"'!"="    i  ,.  - 

Mahon,  Nicliblas  Hay,  Edward,  Secretary. 

''rtfi  im-  af1JMrnep*«tJ*g'  of  «it  CjlSiollbf  ofciwr 

lflfand','\lloiaen'3t'rli^'l(btaijda;  bii  Tuesdajv''th^ 

174  Wpcbruaij^isw,  4«,Mi'9^^Wg»ll'fe'oe 
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,J^j  been  called  to  the  chair,  it  was.  resolved,  '*  I. 
-"  That  the  petition  now  read  bb-adop^d,  subject 
"  to  the  revision  of  Mir  Committee.  -  S.  That  the 
•'petition  in  it's  Tevised-aattf  be"  laid  before  ^  AX 
*'  our  aext  adjotitned  nieeting  tbiis  day  week.  S, 
"That  gakl  petition  be 'presenteil' to  Piirliainenl^ 
"  this  session.  41  That  tiAs  Ai^tibg;  at  it's  rising, 
"  do  adjourn  to  Tuesday,  the  24th  inst.  5.  That 
"  the  cordial  thanlcs  of  the  -  Catholics 'of  Irehnd 
"  are ,  dut:  to.  :lord  FingalF  for  ■  his  tbotiuct  this 
*'  day  in  the  chati',  and^br  his  constant  serricca  m 
"  the  Catholic  ciuse!"-  The'Commitfee  met  on 
the  IStii,  when  a  sub^Committee  was  appointed, 
which  reported  progress  to  the  Committee,  that 
met  on  the.Sldt,  SSd  an'd'S4th,  u^en  the  petition 
was  finally  agreed  to,  and  ordered'  to  be  reported 
to  the  geaeral  meeting.  At  aii, adjourned  meeting 
of  the  Catholics-of  Ireland.ait  the  Rotunda,'  on 
the  24th  of  i"ebruaiy,  1807,  the  Earl  of  Fingall 
in  the  chair,'  f l.iej' canie  to^the  following  resolu- 
tions. "  I;  That  the  petition  adopted  by  our  last 
"  meeting,  fe.nd  reftVred  to  the  Committee  for  re- 
~  '*  vision, 'db'st^tid,  asameaded,' the  petition  "of 
"  tl^  Catholics  of  ii^eland.  2d.  That  this  metft- 
'"  'ig  tlo  now  appoint '^he  Earl  of  Fingall  to  rt*-  - 
"  quest  tlieKiglit  Hon.;  Henry  G rattan  to  present 
"  this  our  *  petition  to *Paiiiament  during  thc-pre- 
"  sent  session.    3.  Th^t;  this -meeting  do  authorize 

igfsult^qed.    h  will  bp rr^ffie^bpretl,  t|iat  it  via  framed  nod^r 
._  the«nviciion  of.thefrWdslo.lne  CathJ)lIc^ause.be^figlD'poW- 
'«rVi'llen-it«■^ja^a&epre«ntW^r  '■;'-■'     ".■'-■■;^  --     ■  :  .'I 


Admimttaiimfif*  ft»  Puld.  ^  l^edford.  ':4:i7 

'event  of  our  petition  be  ascertain^,  and^then  to 


■  u 

I 

-    •  ^  Petition. 

^To  Ibe  Right  Hill.  Sinatidn.th^^ititfion"s  of  the^nitcd  King- 
d»m of  €reat Britain andlrelsciid,  in Inirtiament  Assembled. " 

^  ^be  humble  petition  of  t|ie  Roman  C^t^olics  of  Iri^tahd,  whose 
names  are  hereunto  subscrib$iJ».  on  behalf  of  themselves,  and 
of  otheri*  his  M^e^sty*s  subjects  professing  the  Ro^^n  Catho* 

lie  n;ligtoiu    : 

*  '* •     •       . 

»  ~  •       •     • 

^'  That  your.  Petitioners*  as  is  ;et  forth  in  tbeir  hiwble  poii^ 
tion  presented  to  this  honorable  House,  on  the  25ih  6f  March, 
190^,  are  by  divers  Statotos^  still  offnvce  within  this  realm,  ren* 
tiered liaUe:liomtDy^in^pacitjes. and  restrictions,  not  imposed 
upon  any  other  description  of  his  Majesty  Is  subjectiiv  ; 

'f  That  your  petitioners  with  oonfidenoo  assert,  apd  thfey  aro 
suppcurted  by  .the  testimony  of  many)  of  the  ablest  senators  and 
wisest  stetesmen,  which  the  eni|>ir«  oouid  eyer  boast,  tliaiihen^Js 
nothing  in  their  ^xmduct  as  subjectB^ior  tenett^as  Christtans,  which 
ought  to^  disqualify  them  Irom  ienjoying  equal  privileges,  with  iiaa 
Majesty's  other  subjects  i  and  they  beg  leare  to  staler  that  they 
dp  not  yield  to  any  class  of.persons>  in  afFectibnateattaofameni  tp 
his  sacred  person  and  family,  in  ^ue  obedience  to  the  laws,  .ami 
ID  just  prex&lection  for  the  British  constitution. 

*^  That  at  the  pnesent  period/ which  requires  all  the  energiea 
«f  the  stale,  and  the  exertions  of  an  united  people;'  yoarp^^ 
Jtioners  conceive  that  they  cannot  ofler  a:  stronger  proof  of  their 
loyalty,  than  by  hombly  representing  to  tliis  honourable  House*^ 
their  earnest  wish  to  be  altogether  committed  with  thbiic 
COUNTRY,  and  reinstated  in  afidl  and  complete  eDJoyaMnt  of  tbe. 
Hnglish  government  and  laws.  .  .   * 

"  For.  your  petiltoners  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  to  thiv^ 
honburab(,6  douse;  that  the  constitution  of  England  is  the  great 
charter  of  this  laadi  and  the  inheritance  of  the  dutifql  and  faith* 
fu]  subjects  of  his  Majesty ;  the  condition,  which  the  ancestors  oi 
spn^eof  us  accepted,  when  they  submitted  to  ihe  Crown,  |«d  on 


the  faith  of  which,  the  jSUIciei^ltStlP  •9<i  olhers  passed  over,  aod  e& 
fficjtj)fliUieir  yefUement  iifi  Jf^pdt  w,a8i,jtf^tjfeh^,»hoBld  ^a^^l" 

pafP.*^  tfj£  laro  and  jibfr^es  pf  Mlai8ii>:ipj:i85%^^^^     ""^ 
his  Majesty's  Royal  progenitors,  and  repeated  acts  of  Parliament 

confirmed  Ihe  invaluable  blessing;  it  has  nad  thfe 'sanction  of  an 
establishment  of  six  hundtr^d  years;  wVilst  rtxe 'pH^a'tfShs,  of 
which  we'comptain,  are  buttlie  innovation  t)f  a  tJ^<ilfii;y'  i  ftiom 
that  innovation  ^kc  appeal  in  this  enlightened  age,  t6  tlib  wls^m 
and  justice  of  those  august  bodies,  iin  whose  ^ttitids  tiH;  the  fate 
^iid  fbiii«ii«0'of  ti^e^m^ir^/  We  «i^p«v]'«igii^iisA  iKM/^i  fepiignant 
«l>tht  8E!^ftBf>aiid'Hv(B«rt«  «oH'£tJGV«i«l«M>  4nd  U><lh^8«»nnsi^fi^»b« 
llk^lil^  «0n9tifu«^l ; 'agiaiinsC 'prctee4i^hts>  1^(j^'«nlbit^fl  ffom  ^^ 
^{^uttista^¥ees>  Th^tv^iteblhby  ^Viet^  i^lift^i  lSc»'%9<  iVAm^fill  J  'We 
were  excluded  ift'fiim-6]ir*i)'lfeehlse$^,  iMieti  the  lutilulv  ^•Ofvit 
Vvf^r^.Ktiid  -iMrdBly  b^(»i!  appeased  ;  wiriist  tlie  aauni|sftici9  they 
^c«idtt(5ed^0««r^tiBce{itj  ittid  a^vh^'ctaiiie  i»f  the  cbimtkvidii  ii^i^ 
dientaii'ta  a  wi^^ty-ttx^etided  t«^^ioti'of  prapa^tyv  ^W^^iiV 
^isdaded^at  a  lii^MeiA,'  When  the  >$bieleftUMiit  was  f^retarioos  ofo^ 
Wiw^  upanwhiicfai  tiofe  and  4iaiiity'.cli^:«iBiinetion  of^aH  other 
^tMkndt^.boonmn  prim^pln  hi  ^ik^Qimkop^  wn6  cocmutm  inttr^i 
{Jiave  noiir.GOMKforresliidi  .the  solrdity  ^06  ni^4|iiestioned,siad:  itnina« 
Mhle  estabbdiineat'  ,      . 

^,  '«  Your  petitionmfn]iiierii^iete:et<>i^«ll  to  tftemttaniAoiif 
•t  thiBihoaourable  fioMse,.  tiuit.'\v6  dn  ^fA.^B^  x\m}^e^2kjf^  irei* 
|lieic,|i^ the  blame  k|)potiBd'to'  nsi,  .c^-an  iimovatibgot'  ^ttprfcious 
Ifiumpec*'  Wttt  iMye  net:  re^bit^.feavn.  nhy-.ittSfcilu 
ch«|lenp«d  our  obedieace.  We  tome  adH^ed  ia/th e  ^aditidD  ,<if 
tmr  ifathf T.4 ,' '  t be  iimiienroriid  ifsoge .  of  the  <it ndL  '  //  W«  profess  a>' 
mfi^oit  cMifiatibb  yfilh  the  iiorHi  of  gD^rofiiTeiifc,  .unrlier  which 
M'c  are  placed;  accommodated  ta  .ti^l*  lusitril',  aimd.  claarrlu  the 
{bclings  of  tbe-j^cHttand  growioipiin^jorttyof^r  CQuetry;  are^ 
iigioo>  wliHcIt  t^'i^xiltiftg.  kicapiadb^es^n^t'sceia  «^k:ttI^II^A<|||d' 
ar«  probably  not  eidpeotedUn'Siippreflfi;  ifor  itbal  bceii:«lQeo)ed4 

•  •  ■  «      . 

m  a  oontiderabfe  ds^veci  to^dMrit  pilb^io  eocdUragti^xm<9Riti|)rb- 


AdministfKitftfi^^  %*^«^.Wr^^^  *?§ 


-^^  )atlilid(pfttlW.i)C>?berCartfe^^  IfdapfJi  .and 

i^u#c^lh>i^  ^t!y  ttf  th^initiBt.  iMpoiAki^r offish  of  Uus^  ()0wef 
aM  '«tiibkhnfHli  iti :  tlMiU'-  %d$rm<^;  ?  ri^hereby^  tlieyr  oi-e  deg:raded 
h^^^  )fh«  cc^filNft'ctf  tkdk^^ttoiP  idbjectB^revsn  4£.d]0  hiean^t 
class,  and  stigmatized  as  aliens  and  strangers  in  their  natWe 

liM.  '  ■    •■     '•'  ^''»- -''"?   ^r:  •  '-    ->:*?   :••:.•  .'•"%-  .:!:.'.: :-    ,     - 

;^3c  v^Yi±i  WChii  rrirft£ediaf^''eifect$  #f  tlfir»>«xdilsNo^  not  |«6S 
ih'ati'fotil*  kftirs  er^tbeinll^i^^  IrelaiAd  are  iwtoinriid,  f^noied 
itito  '^  diitit^ci  |>e6fy|ie>  Ami  ckpi^efsed  in  all  tkeif  4dasWs  and 
^ra'd^itbifs  df  i^«&v  ief  <>f>iiter(oe  and  indutftry  \  in  <e?en^  sUaation 
(^  Kf^-^es  tbiv . d«gradmg  l4ifeinol^  %ki8t,  *<0dtatts  inftaence 
rii^Hifng  tb  e>f<iry'pyof6$«ion)  tocnren  Uie  fi^cqable  pvnraitg  of 
industry  and  cooltMeN^. ,    ■  :        '    ^''    '  •         .   ■•  • 

>'^''^hat  th*  l^etoot*,  tyot  *i«l  lew  f^nsiiibie  consequtocw  extend 
t6  llie  rc!tilmiti;i&^  popokifcMA  «f  ilie')and,^i^ra«ci0ff  hi»  Majesty^ 
l^tebfile  with  i^^Atetud^.  and  jetitoitAy;  »nd  Mbstiuuing  sio  ii»i-> 
dioef» system  of  %toitdp6\y^  th€» i»^ 'teid;  ani  pri^^aitfoii Mthd 
dlhtef^'fdr  the  h^ie(fM»nd  ese^M^h|0d-'^d^d«rft<if  ^S047iery,  and  for 
tfie-^latafyprflciice  afnd  s4t3rtid  pHhclpi«^^  the  Engiisll  consli« 

tfttioh.'  •'•.'-'  •     'J    .  •.   '       •;        ..! 

rt  i^ad^youi*  peiHioners'Airther  humily  submit,  tbat  from  tlie 
preju^te'geherated^aflid  fostered  by  Ihis  discrifl^n^tiAg  system, 
the  i^pffitof  tfre  l&li^s-^tstrippi^g  the  letter,  n^  degree  cf  raiik» 
tii'tue  ot  iiierit;'  c^rrexempt  aft  Irisli  €atb<)Uc  from  beibg  cofiisi- 
d6r^  tin  t)bject  oT  slispicion  ^  ai!td  several  of  the  «aosi  estimable 
pffrWdgtis*  aiWi  adirahtagefs  ot  a  free  governmetfit,  to  which  they 
b^l^ht'tfef  fconsiQW  theifestelyes  eiititkd,  afe  ret^dered^  tvith  respect 
tty^fifeft;-Trtopei*Jl5te;'-  *  -    '  '       .  •  •- 

•«'»F  JCfi'ffihg  yiotir  atterfiion  t6  thfeir  situation,  your  petHioners 
bti^TeiV^to  as'sui'e'this  honorable  iidiise,  that  they  are  aetoafted' 
vti6ri^2A  Wshmen,''  thah  as"  "CaihoHcs ;  and  It^as  infltieRt^eci  by  a  - 
paftticY  ih^erest/- as  a' v^Kgi6uy' description,  than  by  an  interest- 
truly  pu6lic  amlfiWanal,  inttniately  cotmected  with*  the  wdfart' 
ofthisViountp^',  and  iheprospfeinfy  of  the  whole  empire  ;*yourpe- 
titiolrcrsbcin^fdljr*"coni4nGea,  both  from  history  and *e4)erience 
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1 5&7.     i  c  Jo  rcceivfe  subscHptidDs  to  defray  the  expencek  at* 
^ '  tending  the  same.  At  anotlier  meeting  of  the  Ca« 

that  kewei'tr  itli^oHB  distiftedoQ  may  have  supplied  a  pretext,  a 
spirit  of  political  roionopoly  hae  been  the  actuating  principle  of 
civil  dissension,  and  of  that  unhappy  satienal  miimpderstandtng. 
which  has  aa  long  ^jared  the  chatacter  and  le9teiH4  the  value  of 
this  island. 

**  For  your  petitioners  are  strongly  impressed  with  the  con* 
viction,  thai  the.  continuance  of  the  disqMalifyiqg  laws  is  not 
only  iocompatibJe  with  the  fr<eedom  and  happiness  of  the  great 
body  of  the  Irish  people/ and  detrintenlal  lo  th^  resources  of  th^ 
state  :.but,  as  it  is  calculated  to  dampthe  ardor  and  divert  the  at- 
tention of  thefnaiipn'  to  partial  intere^^ts  and  party  dissensions, 
fpom  meaj^ures  jof  general  necysity,  niay  eventqaUy.prqve  injur 
rious  to  the  strength  sind  sta))ility  of  the  empire*       ; ..  ^ 

*'  You^r  petrtioners,  with  a  deep  le^nse  of  gratitcHte*  ackpowkdge, 
that  they  are  indebted  totboiviadom  and  liberality  pf  tl^e  Paflia^- 
roent  of  Irelaad^and  to  the  patef1^a(  ii^erpositipn  of  l)is  Msyesly, 
for  the  Bemoval  of  .mahjr  mf  the  disabilities  and  ificapacities,  ^nder 
which  they  labouted ;  and  they  refer  with  cpaQd^nce,  in  the  jus- 
ticeof  their  cause*  IQ  the sQl^i^fn. and  nieiporable declaration  of 
tile  Irish  legislature  :  '*  That  from  the  uniform  and  peaceable  be* 
M  havioar  fif  the  IIOma?^  Cathoups  pf  Ireland  for  ^  long  series 
*'  of  years>  it  appealed  reasonable  and  ^^cpedient  to  relate  the 
fl  dtsabllilies.  and  inqapacities,  under  wjuch  th^y  |aboqr»  and  that 
*^.  it  must  tend  n.ot  ioniy  tc>  thp  cultivation  amd  jRiproyeipent  of 
«'  this  kingdom  but  tP  the  prosperity  and  strength  of  all  his  Ms^* 
''  jesty'sdominions»  that  his  Afajesty's  spl^ject^  of  al(denoiastta- 
tipn/^  should  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  .ff^$  constitution,  and 
should  be  bound  to  each  other  by  mutaal  interest  a|id  mnlnal 
*f  .a£fec|ioi}.7    And  yoijr  petitipl^^er:^  mqst  soleniply  decls^re,  that 
tjiey  do  nqt  feek  or  wish  in  any  wa^y  to  injure  or  encroach  apon 
tjie  rights*  privileges,  possessions  x^r  revenues  apperM^iohij^  to  the 
bishops  mid  cleigy  of  t|je  Protestant  religibn  as  by  ]§w  est^itsh- 
edi.  or  to  the  chprches  cqniniitted  tp,  their  charge^  or  to^  any  of 
tbern  :  ^}se  extent  of  their  humble  supplication  beidg»  that  they 
(ysy  be  goremed  by  the  sacoe  laws^^  apd  rendered  capjM^.  <^ 


u 
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tholic  Committee,  at  the  Star  and  Garter,  Esses:-  ,^?^ 
street,,  on  the  25th  of  February,   1807>  the  Earl 
of  Fingall  being  in  the  chair ;  it  was  resolved : 
"  That  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  geneff 
'^  ral  meeting  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  holden 
**  on  the  24th  inst.  tlie  secretary  should  transmit 
"  copies  of  the  petition  to  the  undernamed  per-f 
**  sons   for  the   purpose  of  obtaining  signatures 
'^  thereto,  and  receiving  subscriptions  to  defray 
^^  the  expences  of  it,  and  also,  that  it  appeared  to 
'^  the  Committee  highly  desirable  to  htt%'e  the  sig* 
*^  natures  of  the  Catholic  bishops  and  clergy  to 
*^  the   petition,    and    th^c   the  Secretary  should 
"  wait  on  the  Most  Rev.  Doctor  Troy,  and  ac» 
'^  quarnt  hinr  with  that  resolution*''    The  Catliolic 
Committee  met  agsin  on  the  ^th  of  February, 
1807,  th^  Earl  of  FingaU  in  the  cb^iir,  and  set- 
tled tb^  for^n  of  a  letter  to  be  written  by  their 
Secnrtaiy  to  the  several  geotlempn  concerned,  in 
the  different  counties,  and  on  tlie  next  day,  the 
27^h  of  February,   1807,  that  form  was  adopted.* 

the  same  ciirU  oiBces,  fr^nchiiies,  reiyards  andhonoUrSj  as  their 
fellow  subjects  of  ey^y  oti^er  religious  denoiyiination. 

May  it  therefore  please  this  honorable  House  to  take  into  its 
consideration  the  statutes,  penal  and  Festrictiye,  now  afiecting'  ^ 
the  Catholics  of  Irelj|«4>  s^nd  to  admit  them  to  the  fuU  enjoy- 
ment of  those.  privil«girs«  which  every  Briton  regards  as  his  best 
inheritance :  and  vrhich  your  petitioners  n)ost  humbly  presi^me 
to  seek,  as  the  brethren  qf  EngUshmen  and  coheirs  of  the  coQ* 
stitutron^ 

'*  And  your  netilioncrs  will  eyer  pray,  &c* 

^  Tl^e  following  is  the  form  of  thsit  circular  letter ; 


4W  .:/v;tari»  &ti^(^^jSk^iiMx  ::♦... 


the  miiiis- 

'"''  Ondet-  illVdh^ctioli  of  tlrfc  CaA6]ic  Corhnf^tttic;  I  tef<:ivilli 
fif^d  yoQ  Uie'DgxtilUtiotis  pi$si£i3i  at  lii6'kfet'j^C^tutlccrt)isg:  m 

l)4eu  (kter«iJned  to.  gbtaii\  ^i^n^u^p  few;  tbp;f>et}yo9,,i^v,e,Yer,y 
'l):lrt  of  Irelatid.  TUis  lias  l>jeeii  done  und^r  th^  persuasioh,  that 
nothing  call  cdiilrlbuie  tnorc  cssensialliy  to  the  success'oflhe  pre- 
sent "apfd ictAidii  to  f*arf rameiit,  tUaii  by ^'B*(tf^iiigv' Aal'^lier  bWrl^ur  • 
rent  aiscl  dttlfwsAl  ^-i^fe^ai'  rfie'Ci«bi)li^.bddv,gtiB8  M'iilint  ;.liild 

it  fzzii).  he  .dcuifoaslrated  so  well,  as  kv  *He  n;m;bev  aijci  re«»e9tar 
biJity  of  the  si^inatures.  .  .   .  . 

'*  At  tlie  desire  of 'the  Com  iiiiliec.  Id  VhoAi  it  has  Dcen  cnrcn 
ill  (fhjff^  ta  Taonnnaie  g^^ntknyeii  4h  vK*  courrtitjs,  ^  tlkb  ^ur- 
p<»hesi^)t>|)i^&Mcliin  ttieTii^etioiiitieos,  l.t&0ve.  ^n0stseaifa6Slliy.txjar6- 
c]u^st  y<^iH''4^*C]tpe]|att(»rt^  a^^  ^ssiist^i^i^ . .  pf  yaur.^f^^^  acti^ 
V sly  they  cjwuiot;  doubj^rfetjl^nar^  ^s,  .yau  inust^.  in^comipon.  ^ith 
tbein,  the  magnitude  an^  im[)ortance  of  tpe  object. to  lie  at^aii^- 
td.  'ri>ey  do  not  undertake! io  Vuggdsr'any  pfaiiftd  ytia,  o^  tHc 
♦Hit'ertw^n,  wUh  wh^nri  y-<Ai  may  ait  j- as,  oit/tt>is  de<^li&tv'y^<i 
imHt  bo  (^vero«d  by^  yoqr  Ipigairl^noH'iedfgi^j  and  ^^^'  €li;c«ifi(kf 
f4a|lcevii^^vbich  you  ace  piac;ed  ;  batjtH^y  b?g  leave  to  iatipi9te» 
ihat  ihe  signatures  should  be  ol>tai»ed  as  speedily  as  possible, 
iytt  they  hav^  Just  lear^ed^  that  the  present  session  of  Parliament 
wifl  come  to  a  close  nurcli  vounef,  than  they  expected. 

''  I  have  notbirig  to  add,  brett  to  assufe  yW^jf  flie ^teeinf trttb 
whit'h     '      '     '   '   ■■        '         *  ■•  •'      •'-.-    ■  '  '       •■''•■■'    ••  ■     '" 

'^    '■    -■  "  lani,  SV"',;         ''  '  '    •  ;*■    •       ''■  '  *       •■' 

'  '        •  **  Y6unnostobc^teirt  Wtrtbl^*sereknt, 

' "  HfMht ,  '^y^(rpet-  sJrcjl,  Match  ttK,  'f  Sd7  ."*  '  ^  •  *'  •      *  • 

"  P.  8.  Through  the  appreKenjaion,  that  the  petuioa  might,  by 
some  nwscha^ee,  find  its  way.  into  the  public  prints,  a  thn'15^  that 
\you!d  be  highl^^inaecorous  aiid  cmba^Ta^sin",  .no  nipre  than  a. 


*  ■    « 


tiiB  geBbiaiY  itt^tcxr^ttfoti'M  h^r  civil- fitett^^  bj/'  ^t^ 
Vfu^\ng'thGyi\x9fmxi%tbiv  of  4he  Jk^ds  e&rptfi'  atn!  tg^ 
lAaofioUt  The  ^Ii^h  vTere  ndt  suHicietilrlj' iselisFble 
©f  .tbe;beiidfitqo^jbeVhgiiftoU(mgieji''at  «^ie  Wer^y  ci* 
<^a|airit3e.  of  niioistiers  dnd  tlk^it  'corni{}t  unAe<i%tigs, 
aa^they.  b^djun^rtanatdy.beni^^r  st  p^piockdf  ^10^ 
Bi^andioly:  ytsrs.  But  iberinc&ciii^nY  bi^  nmak  re-^ 
\mdnof-thc  :tiia^ts2iCyi  ztid  the-iaboupetl  e^t^s 
to  kttf^  the.gvcat  qaesdop'Oif  eiBanoipatioti  itnc0)i'> 
4itionally  ^  nest,,  kit  uioo^.torenesdlaAcl  su^pioidii^ 
«{K)H  tli«  Catholic;  body,  diah'  the  n^ivai  of  4I1&' 
lf^hP0^  mrptf^  Act  miiiaeii  joy  and  cotifiohmcie.  \}\}6ii 
\li€^^.rkat  krge  t&e.iiiini&teTS/bad  tbe  aitlit  ot: 
h§\m^  conffrrred  great  benefit,  by  tlie  refqrm  of 
oj^itl) j^buaei!  iot:  tber.manageinent  'af  tli^  public 
n^i9<9€y,  /and  the  aJjolit^on  aftrlie  pncbiistian  tiallfio 
for  enslaving  baman  l)cittgs* ;  'Each  of  tliese  :a<::ts 
ti^ded  ia  a  certain  degree  to  weaken  the  syfcrtem. 
It)»  abhors  -Werfc./dicpefore  propofttiouably  AsMdu- 
o,|}|4n<couiiteriactii>g  tlmai,  Xlie  seci^t  passages 
to  tte  back  o<[  tbp  tb^ne  wene  daily  thronged  by 
U)p«e^  wiio.had  ike pqs;t  word ov  prWate  key.  They 
^Jiedi  witll  «Ach  ot-ber  it»  represeiitipg  tU^p  servants 
of/ tlie  ci-^Hja^  as  vdcstaojing  tlxt  caiwtitution  aiid 
iiSUif^HRg'ibeaidYa'rxigUts,  and  :\ver^  therefore  to  be 
slljjuiiidtandiabtowd  by  a  patriot  ICirig.  Tliey 
pits^ttdupwi'tiie  royarl  miud  the  niosit  pernicioiul 

few  copies  h^ve.  be^a  sent  to.llif  djflferent  oouaties^..  Iiiiyour 
courtly  ihev  ai;e  in  the  haiids.of  ihe  followinggcntlenjeoj  to  \^'boq; 
I  bfeg  liave  16  f efe j  you.*' 
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^"'^^^  an^  iin^uiy0PliUjf .  Mi:g^  that  if  hisM^e^y  can- 
tinupd  to  g^ye  qar  tQ  jaqy  counacUorof.Whjg.pfinr: 
ciple% h€  w.aMld.^ft  Avant  a  thnww  to.sit  upon/ 
and  a  PfOttr^tajilt;  church; to  .head.  ;.;The  highest 
.  disgu&t  and  diifidejBceJnthp.Whig  part  ofJthe3id« 
mi  nitration  \v^%   mp&t:  industriously:  transfused 
through  every  avenue  of  tlie  interior  cabinet,  and 
the  ingenuity  of  every  servitor  was  put  an  the 
Sitretch  to  devise  :the  most  plausible  pretext  for 
siipplanting  and  expelling  thos^  obtrusive  mtitid^ 
ti^rs.     If  the  King's  friends  could  not  di8co«sei\» 
they  must   crea£b  the  means  of  debars^issing  h\^ 
/  Majesty  from;  the  degrading  mortificatian  of  beiiig- 
ijiiporfuned,  dictated  to,  and  controuled J>y  meny 
whom  he  mistruste^l,  feared,  and  loathed.     Hence- 
forward activity  and  craft  in  discrediting  and  dis* 
lodging  tlii2  Whig  intnisters,  ensured:  grace,  favor^ 
and  promotion  amongst  the  King's  fricuds. 
The  Newry     T^*^  Spirit  of  a  govemmcnt  is  generally  read  in 
mugMtratiK  ^jjg  j^ts  of  tliosc,  wlio  advlsc  and  dtrc^t  tbcf  ^exc- 
rvii.o»Han.  (>4^jtive*     From  the  Chancdior'^  conduct  to  Mr* ' 

F*n  tor  a  n-         , 

«^c«.  >  Wilson  the  l^yrone  magistsatc/  it  appears  to  have 
Ijeen,  inferred  by  a  largcf  body  of  the  ndrthern -ma-- 
gibtfates^  not  only,  that  opposition  to  abuses  would 
not  be  encouraged,  but  tliat  the  cemui^  of  theia 
UQuld  be  actually  ;puuisheeL  In  this  assu4'ance  a 
}i\\e  had  been  iobtained  in  the  Court  of  King's 
iknch,  in  the  cause  of  T.be  King  v^O^ titmlon^  to 
shew  cause,  why  a  criminal  information  should 
ilot  be  granted  against  Patrick  O'Haplon,  Estj.  a 
riiagistrate  of  the  coiihty  of  Armagh  ^ud  Down,  on 


Adminisikaiion^qf  tie  Duke  of  Bedford..  445 

the  a{)pltcatian  of  certain  inag|strates  of  the  town  ^^ 
and  vicinity  of "Newryj  vii.  John  OgIe»  Thomas 
Waring,  William  Polbclc,  Robert  M^Can,  Trevor 
Corry,  Robert  Thompson^  George  Atkinsoni  Wil- 
liam fieath,  and  Charies  Couttnay^  Esqrs.  for  z  H- 
be]|  groundied  on  lib  having  publislied  in  the  news- 
papers an  address  presented  by  him  from  the  Ro^ 
man  Catholics  of  Newry  to  his  Grace  tlie  Duke  of 
JBedford,  •  on  the  affidavit  df  William  Pollock,  Ro- 
bert  Mi'Can,  Sniitbson  Corry^  £sqrs.  and  James 
Bcll^  g^tleman.  These  affidavits  set  forth  the 
address.'. 

'     ,  '  i        i.         a 

**  To  \ai  Grace  John  Duke  of  Bedford,  Lord  cathonc* 
Deutenant  General  and  General  Governor  of  oukTor 
Ireland..       .  .  .         '  '  C .    '    ^""^ 

■  -.'  -■.:■  ■.••     •     ■ 

;  ',  >'^'  May  it  plesCse  your  Orace, 

'     ^'       •  ■        .  ■/     .         '•/■•]. 

**.  We  tUc  Rofwap  Catholics  of  the  towr^  knd 

pafrislvof  .Newry,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  Grace 
;With  aa  assurance  of  un&igDe<l  loyalty  and  attach- 
fia^vkt  ta^Qui*:  most  gracious  Sov^r^ign^  ^nd  with  siii  - 
£ier6  ;gratu}atio|is  on  your  apppintment  to  the  vice- 
J?fg*i  govtirntnent  pf  this  country.  We.  contem- 
plate ia.  this  ev^fit,  a  sure  pledge  of  t liat  ^ equal  ad- 
ministration, which  ha$:  been  the  object  of  pur 
'«fi$liei,/and  which  tms  appeared  to.be  but  the  niore 
ireoiQved  ffotit/tis,  as  the  l^^ws  U>  our  disqualification 
haK^e  been  repealed. '  To  those  p^ftcipl^s  of  con- 
.ttiCtttionab freedom,  of^hich  yqur  illustrious  fa^ 
'taiijr.  hkve^:evet  proved  thenxselvcs;  the  advocates. 


/ 
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,  v«.  * 


<ccmsHtutJt!iQ!/>a]«d'  vie  .fabpQ'/Proov  aft  rnii^tened.le- 

Wb  \vttit  this  .cajwamtn^tioajaf  dill'  hopeil  JVftail- 
Wrtultv  •  uadbefiyour  :GxacA>^iaddi)nintcat;t(m^^  ivciidb 
aotfea^r^'  iauti.we  aJhaH  txjjerakacr>:ctliali>tlie  rcJateai- 
tiMi  .of'  the  ^enaH  hA%  -jintier  ;^\iuc& !  )WQ: jibcI  pu^ 
'if)t»&t}icflrs-- lui^ffi  isb^sdvierel3r0d%i'td;6hdl:a^  jottve 
been  in  Yaiti.  r.^WliVfe  itht  /magbbiftcjr^ptbe  antsosk, 
pfancses  of  suhfupdOEnqte: tUbslioaiiH  psofttihtit^  faesdi 
'iu&clera0ceasible*'to>!]»hsoos^  o^  our.fct^iissjpiv!*  ^oc 
liave  seen  a  jealous  and  exclusive  spirit  recstetib^ 
these  concessions  nugatory.  Our  poor,  our  in- 
'<]i3$trioitta  ikteiuifir  amLtDeciiiuic^  Jjsitit  te^na^kd^ 
to  sufib'^oiadeLvtke  |>a^'tiMie>u?TddQ  idf  illiuodesilkocl  ^ 
and  iU  executed  local  authority ;  and  .bdl^io^  no 
other  medium  of  judging  of  the  spirit  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's governmeiat,'''lfc^yiJ^'0  befell  at  .t^wesled  to 
fear  it  was  adverse  to  their  happiness.  We  bless 
iM  divfTYe  ^liijibsei-  <2>f'evei4tjq^'*ba4i  (m'f&vB  rHoTt 
-fuispick^tis!  dpeils  to  ouf  c'wlfeftiy  fttiHrfctoiiiS4i?iTK^ 
longer  ^aflvre^see  powSi*4bused,  to  tile ^:)fM^e^idn 
of  tliose, ' fbr  wiidse ' p*c?fee<4ori  It- Wa*»- ^d^^Iii^tf^ 
nm  shafl  the  cMi^ibl^n^f  •<P^yal<|*b|i4bite 
pytfyei\^'ect  by  the^fee-^Srhb-Wk  *iWf^itetai|efe;«»P. 
Ufi(fe\}X)tlr  Grftcfe*i-'Waledme-  aitd  -  t^Mt^'  inniei- ^wp 
-iliaU  bebonVe  a-  united:-'  aWl^^  Uappy-  v>^mh  y  tjulci- 

•fill  s^>?!',  aj>d'Sver'l^teriiig5;as<Hi/ibeS«  1 
■^ost  VafiwWe  'pbfesessi<)h,  that  ^esnttiable:pi)liticdl 
system,'  'owr  ffe6  CoMtittftiojft,  ^faridwtpfesereaticto 
/}f  whl^hj  "an<l:f<5t'tlic  glcJry  and  ixulq>ett,d£nm  tif 
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tfe*  Ertrpirt;   we  shall  xjonskleii  »o   exertion  i(^  'J^J 
^teat;  tto  s^crifi(f€  too  deasr.'' .  -  I       ' 

^'Wlibti  tife  deietiilartt  came  in  no  shexie  ijaufea;  rmr^Mir-w 
igailist' the  diinditiotial  rule,  ••  Mr.  Serjeant  ^' Ball  u«ncii. 
itat^cl'th^^aftidavits  6>r  ilieprosecutifMi,^  whiclrset 
ttivi]\  the  jmhllt^Ami  of  tlie  ^rddpess.  by  the  d^evk- 
daht^*  'atid'  defied  ti^d  aipplWtiam  tp  the  mtigki 
ttdtts  iof' the  tbW«  arid  'ttwghfeourfeaml  ©£  Nevw:}-*) 
and  atisertcd  thfe  ferr  amdf  imptetial  aciaiinfetvatiMi 
of  jtr^tice  by  those  magisteates^  be^ur^n  *vw^  i^toss 
of  his  Majesty's  siri^ts;  '^fiifaJk^  ^set'ibrtb,  Shat 
they  cbiifceived  tlie^sakl  piAtifewtion  a^  <:alcii1li^4  to 
dcffame  and- degrade  th^*  adttyhii^tpatiJoiP  of  jii^ticc^ 
att(f  tlief  maglstrated  of  tWiowft  amd  neiglilonlt 

WocF  of  Newryi-  ;  /  •  , 

He  then  proceed^l  to  stat€  tJie  affiikvitof  Mn  vmi.v*  ^r 

0'Hanten,'»fited  iri'  this  cause  la^t  Micha<?hms! 
Terai/'WihlcIt  set  forth,  That  tlie  town  of 'Ntwi^y 
il'sitt3ti*e<l''^*rtly  in -the  county  of  AnilagHand 
|iJrrtly^f«/t*iPS^'^^ftJly*<^f  Dowifi.  That  UhtJ  adtiVes^ 
a^Adfed'^o;  had  or4g4fKitecl4nPa  genei^l  ^ntfctitvg  of 
tWi^TloUVan'-'GftttelJe^  «fjt*i€  towti  a^ml  prtfi^^of 
^^^^fy7'tio1^vtericrt>'fAr  ihe  piil>po^e:*of  5MblU6s?png 
mi-'Gr^ce^WfeJEh^fra  of'B^f(Svd  'dn  his: 'a|>pohk- 
¥^f¥t  t&'tfhct'^eri^meilt  df-^dittifcc^untiy ;  tiiul::^^^ 
rtf^^^kkfd -i^y-ii  'itomniitte^:of  eie\^ri-{>ersous  ch<iieii 
at^ W^^tntffe'ilft'g!*^  Tfc«t?  «he^  ^efifeJ^danr,  accom^^i 

»^t**m^n -appoifnt^d  for  thut 

thiP'0ekitt?^s/'M  .>^*lph  t*^ 

bof  d' lii^ifteiili  irt -f  elrtrW^i '  a  g«^ 

tftfe  adafeSi4;/s'o«tcqi»&lislM'i^i  tht  H^^  tfe:- 

ralfd^tfAll^  Hi-be  Wian^JdUrftalj  '-ai'ilMle'  believed^  int  is© 


Mr.  O'iiaw- 

O!). 
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1807.  .  Other  paper>  except  the  Dublin  Gazette^  in  which 
he  believed   it  is  usual  to  publish  addresses  tp  the 
chief  governor.     That  tlie   Roman  Catholics  of 
tlie  town  of  Newiy,  from   tl)cir  numb^j's,  being 
three-fourths  of  the  mhabitants,  abd   frpm  their 
respectabihty  and  property,,  are  the  most  important 
body  of  that  persuasion  in  any  town  of  Ulster,  and 
therefore  assumed  to  sp^^k  without  iiiipropriety, 
in  some  degree  for  that  province.     That  it  was 
from  these  circumstances^    that'  tlie  ^id   Roman 
Catholics  judged  it  right  and  bbcoining  in  them  tq 
come  forward  among  iht  first  to  lay  at  the  foot  of 
the  throne  a  representation  of  grievances,  which 
the  Roman  Catholics  had  Siiffere4j  to  regtet,  t^lat 
owing  to  a  spirit  of  political  monppoly,  and  the 
improper  exercise  of  stibordinate  and  4bcal,autbo- 
.  rity  in  different  parts  of  Ireland^  the.  relaxation  of 
the  penal  law  had  not  been  atteiuled  with  those 
benefits  to.  the  Catljolics  and  to  the  comiin^nity, 
which  the  legislature  seems  to  have  inrendeii ;  and 
furtlKrr  to  express  an.ardent  lK>pe  and  confident  ex- 
pectation of  an  ei]ual  and  goo<l  goveiiiment  undier 
the  present  administration.    That  tl)e  constructioa 
of  the  address  made  by,  the  prosecutofs^  was  un«> 
founded.     That  he  bad  no  intention,  nor,  as  lie 
believed,  .had  otliers,  parties  in  tlie  same^address, 
but  to  represent  abuses,  which  .had  been  too  gene- 
ral not  to  be  a  matter  of  not{)riety  > .  ami  disclaimed 
for  hioiwlf  aiid  for  others  parties  to  the  address, 
any  intention  to  libel  or  de&me  tlie  inagistnites  of 

the  town  and  pjtrish  of  Newiy>  ^**  ^^  '>*iDg  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  into  cqntempt,  ami  that  the 


AdtninvHthili^  6f  the  Z>uke  ^  Bedford.  "449 

libbSes  fewnded  to  be  patticularijf  SBndedtld, 'WOeJi^T^. 

tW^,'  ^Wfch-  liad  ^^ken  place  In- a  distant  part  df  * 

^he  coUiitj^  of'*  ArmAglv  soine  yeari  sine*,  atkj  die 

^jSidKVitUet  ferth -fe  ^VilleftcJ'-bf  thfe^  fecfej;   tlie 

%pefeh  'oPthe  late  'ij^rtf  Gbsford,  thfe^  gbvethor  idf 

fh^fc'^titjr,  i  made  at  a-  mtfaiiigidf  tlii^^  iiii^sti*1*s 

/cfoii^ctit«^fct  ttia*t)t?ndcl  by  His^fcordsHip,-  5ti  #fildi 

^the^ 'scfft^ng>  bf 'the  R^  atid- the 

^upintriess  <)f  the'lirigist  i-atcs  y^tife  sfatcih    The^iif'- 

fldaVit  ^s^iVihitted  further,  'that  the''iritcr|itetatioU 

spught  for  by  the  prosecutors;  •xrouM'^hb't'^He  six)^ 

•ported  iifftept  by  k  forccti  arid  ai4)itrary  ^oti^fruo*' 

'tiohof'^hc  Wordflfof  theatldi^s.    Thfe' aftidivit 

X*(ftit-hn  td  say^  that  hie  belkji^i  it  to/bfeth«Jttii* 

vlAubted  a^hV  ^f  tlie-swlyjetts  ot'ihU  €mpJrt« tb  lie- 

jivesent  toi  this  giwerrih^eiit, '  with  all^diHj  iWj^ot, 

4dy  jrfiatter  of -pu Wic  and  gettferai tjoncertf  coiduecud 

With  the  duties  of.  tlfe  goveriniieiit^  or^ie  wants 

•and  grievances*  bf  the-  peoplec -iTbal  it  is?  i»ual^ 

and,  he  eofice*ved,  a  practice  foiHidfedin  experfi* 

cncy,^  fot  ciertAM  cksseft  or  dendminalidOT  of  sub* 

3^cts'distihgitisli<*dTrom  the  rest  of  tli^  coinmu* 

^i^y»  by  jsonie  pecttli^r  ctifaraCt^ri^ttCy  to  picesent 

addi^sses-tb  parlianient  br^to  governqient)  on  jEaat^ 

T<ihs  of  public  aod^neral  coficera  afleotlngthem, 

Thc'dcfeirdaht  <JdncIu<led  hii  afffidavit  by  sta;tiBg> 

that  though  educktet^  in  the  llomisia  Catholic  pec-* 

suasion,  rtJaiiy  of  his  nearestjc^micbtions -and  mo^ 

Valued  ffiencfs,  Were  of  the  Pix>te*tailt  commii- 

niort  ;  tliat  lie  had  aUays  exerted  himself  to  p«0» 

mote  the  peace  and  happinesi  of  that  part  gf  the 
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'JnSiiW  t^JMlrir*^,,  to  W»^  ^  spirit  ^f  pedi^ 
-  Kn^PB  tljP  \ftW^.  .ftf ^?rs  ^Pf  Mm^ :  ^Jitbplic?,  it 

°"    i^kf  liparifig  a^  ^dsyi^  90. fully*  «?'cjpfir^,  api 

them  to  liuom^  theyw-wW  ^tJryijnjyilliiigiyfuteiirr 
tain,  Wt  if  ili  W«^  |^«§$(^  4poA.,Vl>^m»  *t^9»  "Mifil 
•go  through  itJiQi  «he  IJWt;  ijia^  few  iifi^g,  s^j^^ 

•the  Chief . Auaiic^-  ka4.  he,.  ^^  WR  ^^ikfi  p?»fy  t<> 
-ihfi-aifiplicatwjiv  ■^.  fi)^^.  ft*i  ^crfijctjy  .^{iti^e^ 
until .  tj«j  fo>(p)wi»tio^  jeop|#np4.  iv  ^f-c  S>'Hp\t 

,?el  *»  tte  ipfe$^<»ti<?>>,i  ;<x,pofttppi?e  J^y(  %tW 
jreqcretliogs  ini.tJw  fepsiHf  sfi  %.  «b«  49yi.  p.  :<U»f  iflgf 
.nha*  mteEVftl^,;t]«y> Height.  se«j  vfj.tlfe  fe;^t^tE|n?o|;.  pf 
-«heu'.clien4s.;wottWl  ^dt  qw>l    ,Qn  tbp.,^J^I;  4!E)y, 

•*4n  Joj!e€..ad(lj'«ss!ei(J.  .tjift  SWI^x  .?mt'«¥fi«jth^  JJ? 
.•had.liad..<3pns«JtaiWo».  wUb;  t\t'<?  «jf  ,|l^e,j^)agif f^^ies^ 
vvlio  happened  to  be  iA,to.wn,  and  was  cqjpmissjoa- 


td  l^tMifi  t«  Ml)^,  tllttt  friMttlbb  o^iaroti  ikmk  ^J^ 
did^NAiibed  flUt  f&'iilm  t»,  hti^tlltt  :tfae«oart  wittt    ' 

^'  -     •  ■     .      ■    •  .         .  *  .  ......  , 

MHjr  Ih  \h§  mskh  Mr.  bidtlijtipb^  in  tlie  tnifeAbomk»«r 

«f  ttttilt^Mi&fy  tiffieel  Mid  fftaee^,  -  od  wiiich  laotft 

haa  b^n  dbn«  til  £)nrgl<tiidi  tAAkrii^  tfat  an  td 
liekiiA,  ht  i^tibd^  ttiit'ttfUChUtil}^  ntnaincd  hk 
b«'^oh6.    IIWdtttdbci«e«»U»<<Mi^thift'ii)oattbr# 

Mr.  Ib^i",  Hi^  ^HiA<fi!tl«ir  of  th«  itSih  fikttfaec 

mirSiraiAii  \a.hmM.  THit  (flAftl»Ut«<  ^n^  sm 
iiHi%§^  Dimni  »Mt  hi  'tffjttim  \«(iwike9  fyiU^ 
upon  the  table  6f  tlfill  Ht^Ui;  l%ey  WOfitd  ift; 
^ith  ItiCfHi&GttUH;  tMt  Sif  ibhA  ^(tf#|WAt  hbd 
bfeHi^Hf(iif  a  MiR  fb^  iibb^bitig' «b  liSsi  Utild  S8  ftfc      i       ': 

thcTRi^tit  lien;.  ChdH^fitliJr  of  i)m  JLxclitqiiMn  *^ 
ih&  p&fsf»k,'  t)«»tt  at  the  heUtA  iff  tbe  ISoihor^  .ot  tfafe 
ndbtd  6iik«,  iffcb  ^i{^te«i>t«d  MAje$fy  m  tiaaub 
c^tttffi  HA^i  AAf  Ml«gfed{  thM  »tl  tts^fai  sog« 
g^titfoni.M^fiHy  b«  tal^h  u|^  yy  thtr|t)  a«d  eiftcttt* 
i^y  iHieS  ttfjdtw  Ht«»  Lot-dthtp  Wtt  ^ic«r«|  tlisti 
<TK(t(»  itrif^  dr^ii^tkbU  diffid^Uies-  ih  bi-edtiflg 
t^tdu^  HiMi^lii^i^^  df  grtfhtitig  i4veF<tOH»  m  iHn 
latidi  .  li^b  r^<^lii6)iai^  gjf Kit  h&d  hedh  tM^  lAbm 
hm  'iblkri^viei  Ral^  •  b^il  in  «^e«;     T\Wf  hild  4ttf 


^^^^.  tefKpla*wBit]|o  a*fenipt  ;tne^^^  to 

n'jTiis!gliaj0VQm.Ajprai(iHQ^i  /.ilii^,,l/)^^ship  theii  det 

of  the  new  warrants,   under,  which  the  efficient 
:j^  to  •  v*,^  oknks'/aildniffideis.  :in*t||iQ^,^Cv^?a|  d^p%rtpients  w^re 
.7  J  ^m  fiituce  neq^ired  to.  investigate:  ^nd-r^pqrt^ajbu^es^ 
Beoiiriabl'a^'tbese.cnijQdsfitre^  of  igPYPrnment  vyejie  to. 
tiic  Em|i!rev4tJaiige,:  8^94  .galJmg  ?s  tiioy  w^re  tt> 
tlK  rparte&er^.>^f lihfrj  spoU,;  ye^  \y:ere  rthpy;  slightly; 
felt  m  !5can?elyi::$h0wgbt:  i>t'jby,  the^  Irish  ^Cat^^Hcj? 
^foEia&cr.alI?tl3b  p^fcho}|c§j*i)cl  }the  peq|)le.  pf  fre- 
hmdimeen  Um;eflaw  iW^v^X -jAj^J^ibfodj  thgy  were 
lwi)setibfrIi.fioini  parik?ipatiftn,,^^all4  pouiiequcntly- 
Mjef e:4ttdiflfertn§, ;  .-by :> wiic«^i>  ^bp/frufl;  was,  gathpred. 
V       !^ei.ft«»  9^cs^^(^h^'  fia^halic,ipl9.c?nieH  were 
iiJi^tendird  tj^tfle^gahvet jthqpuniycmlif y. of;  their ,  ex- 
^U$t<in^ii>wiiW^/itQ»id«^}  tq  ipojaii^m  jLud  .^perpetuate 
tJ»  gfiO€^^«Ht^.4)f  thejf  4^^^^^^^  -  /,;: 

Additional   i>.X)njt^^4yv^Iart;lt  afr^r^Sih  John  Newport  had. 

grant  of  r.     s,-»         .^     .„  .T/       ..    ...    ,..,ri 

5iK>oi.  to  ob4ain^d:kli>'e?t4>  bfingf  ij^a  hil!  ftjf^  th^  bet^ei;  regii- 
Coikgc^  latiotf  QfUliie  g<}lleftt)oft'0.t'^  (hides  oq  hqw!je3,;^c.  in- 
icel^TOl^.  Mr.. J^ofehottse  -hmugbt.Jipi  t^i^r  jf  port  of 
felife  wnjwitift^  orf  j  *kpplyvi  Anjqng^l:]  th«;  J^esolu- 
tiwh,  mh\tihy>'^\0^  gfA^\^  fur. ihe.^tyiGet.of  dyelaud, . 
©Be  Mils' tear  gtonlidg  cfl.SjPyp  ii?  :t,h(p  C#|iolic:Gp^ 
lege)at:Ala5SP9Htiu:  ^Jf;  Per^ceyal,; strangle .  as  .lie 
liiiUifqcaict'V#)?q:<?p.^tit!.iiis(^igij)prQl^J^p^.^  that 
S»njtv  «^It  ji|is,-i)bjiecn<?iis  $(j.  jt;inci:ease.jjn..futther 

ii©tltt-t0lifin  (to^gnaMt  jsupfipft;,  to  j.that  coiJt*ge,:  lie 
^•IHP  »»Ki|liv«;tp  gO);«..t»Mt;  iiq,.fiirtl^er,  ,  E:ight;.tboji- 
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c<WiW»^^1^  ttv^vea^  0^  .f.g994  ,^P4  Ip^l^l  s^l^ 
such  was  the  sum  proposed,  l\^  )ijs  Jj^i^hJ  I^o^ 

M|V  ^Wst^r?  ^  iwM.tl}^,  «;oi]^)ltte<f  J^g,sjt 
•dJ^tM.  State.     It  was  then  particularly  ftec^s,^!;^!;  "bj^cN 

•  It.is  well'  knoirnv  iiftafrapriAcif^l  iiilMMHiM»U.4«tei»rHb' 


'    .^ 
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for  t|ntr«dttcation»  which  the  kapolicy  of  the  Isnrg  had  iWfMlg 
prevented  them  froni  receiviog  i&.th^f  o^9^ff#Wf^t{^  Tkfer^iWn* 
plaint  formerly  was,  that  they  brought  back  with  them  the  un* 
<^nstilUti6iiai'ipnm:iplMldf?afl6jtol^t^mo^  ami  arbitrary  go- 

liv^nqacmh  tHe-J&ttfaidteoAllm  b^n/^iihfth^^ftnottlillraftfb  to 
Am  intiwIimdiiiMeked  m^       HoerikMbt  piibdMri^^  flwMCi 

tl»d]D«iimeoiltii«klingtH«iU«riiiAttn'^i«Q^^  lt08 

prodiioed  hji  ^^nsral  dMcrtth^w^  in > tlW< Hdolftf  4f^(<b<WMM 
JA.th0xkbkeiarkmiih8giiMMrvtOftiirjM^d^  l%ft#iUL 

Mftion^itai4ai1»ii«lr^htbndvinov^^  UK^rnaMli^ 

•l^duBKmisiiKefi  fvWHd  ^  «iihtmrsi  ^q^NdMM     ^iillii^fb 

<'r<krthD4attfcr^iid.Q#iaii|loiiRv>l<8t»}  Mb«' pHif«ed'-dd(M^ 'tf 

Mfliiit^Miv  imltmgr  tHe  ifimgliilivlriiii;  «Ad^M^«llcd«i1»yif^ 

OMMMraiioii^oit  the  BM0reo*iIkwar'Wi^p^4i(le  Sll|NN>l#r^til 
Ii;jbiy£olidgetat'tPariaJ'w^e<skMi>rii»lfl^th^<s^  t^ilSMfotal*^  lA 
SngfaMid  aiid>lTiBidii(l.>  :  Mt  the'sMh«<idflMs!0«fcfCtt<  l/VtallihMitk^^ 
dtiouiMd»ptstbtfiSltiI%trtd0^^Ithh'4&lteKe  ^'MthdH/ tdl'r^fflih'  t& 
fbri^i/tO'prdaedfitd  rtwW?<iiii<<K'g»^^^'W^ 
taK  tlM>  jkrarnieyi'by  pratnl^iftgi^llMM 
Ip^idtffdyiodi^   VhtiftomiilvOkhiite'^AlNdiM 
]lt«BJ^TrMt^€«*>6^:])l«ytt{xlth'>G^iU^  lit*VUI^<Mel>k»Dtoli(t'M 
tanUnsl^obiioirrkiinl^it'ih  \Jft«U^^  1607';^aiv%>i(cl  itHMmrv^T'df 
ltefo4Mbioiil(i < ibr <6ft pl^Mf tli>«if ^<>()«aHffed^a^f^imlb tf  di^  ililt 

ft»  M^^^TVltL^VimiH-  aM  aM^tdt'  tlG^lt^M««v^  ^tf^^ 


;'iy^-^  ledbcjrtkfo:  at  thit  place,  aiid  nb>rfoubt  ivftli  ititetiT 
l^on'ttD^akeUbat  fdqcatioi^  the' cWiind' 6f  ittttva 

ifRib^' B<i(iiftpl»f le  and  Ta!%raiid,  or  cipher  olf  ihem;  except  ai 

i^^pubiAi.'M'yimdtyrmif.  ''■ '    '•  •  ^'•^'*"'  ^'•■'*''  '■•'•*"  •;■ 

.v:  'KaTiiDt^«««£ra-*-^'^9IVe»'lhe  iiiid^»igiiecl'A!rp)ib'ish<ifM»  and 
.piiillpps;:baTiie  bfl^n  laMy  madeafa^naioted  within  pxtraprdmaiff 
-JM-jDipj^ of itie  Re?k  Dc.  Wahih».gf  l^ni^tQ  iftp:  ypqifg  inf n,  at 
|iir99ei^:ilndQr'yd)ic.(Par^and(guidtiiicp,  in  LifboOfotnyiUn^  theai 
!iAj9|>%jif!!0i)tUia(  £$CablUi«DeQ|»  ai)d  repair  16*  th^  Semihary  rata^ 
IM^aj^iby  jib^.Headol'tM  Preach  nattaow  viidcf  lH9direciioci:,aif 
#(ia!t:fri^y»i  .Vonni^y tfa$iiyi^aonceb^ifafeda)^00!of !indigii4tini 
^^M^U sv0tlff.pf(|p«i{i(« ;iigriqa«  wi: h^fm,  tbatlil-pnDce^iHl 
fpm  any  bi|t  very  sinister  mptiyes.  We  fbsfU  rfifrain,''m^«hf 
'^r^ftf^lit gp^j^ip:!)*;  ip.nHlk^  tbo^erpqaifiienlt,  ivbrcfi (pbcuir  ta uroq 
Jibe  gepf  ^8t|  fw»<hrctftf»JiJf,\WaUb,  since  »^bfi  p^iod  df  the^Fl^tteh 
,|rft?«iNo||  f  j)utH|tKf/.c]^^fl0t  ^?pid  fien^atlftiiig,  that  thp  ^e^t  Vm^ 
|teP1l«l1«|j»^,fepWf«  iWaite  tbc.jio^ng  q»eb  of  y^iir  bou.se  ««»i»e«| 

WitfcPi(FH^n^t;Fi!BiJflb'.^'W»in<^n*/^  ,wbH«.  at  the.  saome  tm^* 
ius  ||^fil|;^Vaftefl  )^>iadmf^.tGr:alieDatetbein'ffmn  that  allegit 

h  H(fie^l$^.li9KaifliBd  3^!<«<Bki(i<hit'ph^iC^tb^.porine^KM  duties 
pfifkff^^mwfi^fP  iiipvili:sitij:3VfcPrdifiaMpa  tolbe'<wf8;ai|diar* 
lflgi«^«  ti|^4»W«Ni«^bfld  j|»f b9iju'te|ii«i|cjef  tvl>id»t)p  ^Mid:  W-^ 
pM4eQt||9^tlyi«ut^);^  :;yaft7i)<^Mera  ato^dacafciaol 

WW^llcPii^^tM^^b^aiit  Ww»r,  >c4n  ppjfiiWy ;  teftd>ilp  enferod 
)boi|j|,in^nf>  bWlp/haypwjt  th#»i)jp»d58t^i^iy^ju«f'^t*«w*Migl 
b)^inu,t9.  yftKiuSiC|;.itoiti*»W/*f»ft  je«tnewl^aa#xip<l^.*ba4i»yfti| 

uu^f^  iq.tlff  pr^w iiGlof^-nfUQiii^  l^r.;itpiif«ry;  libar*l  ftrtppwt  afi 

an  ecclesiastical  establishnrie^/sM.  >3lf(y^|«^^b»(^d)wbigh^i«ridcii 
fhp  «J^spjcea,  pf^  l<|!fijRf9M«Vf  44Ei^ni«lti»|^/«^  ^bflpA^vjaiiyery 


-' ». 
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d*e§tig"'aitd^xHiehding  flie pdKtfcaV inMkceof Vlie'^ 
French,  ^ovei^^tiri^ent  In'  h'^ztMr "Mi.:  May' V''' 
pi-'oved  -of 'tUe  eriducatldn  cif  tli^' Catholic  ^ler^^'at* 
fttinie, ' las  tliettitj&ltsof^€ifli^lrt^'nWg''and'^ attachifig 
thlat  bddy'tb  tfile  state.  Mr;  Petc'cvah' anierfcl- 
ment  was  ne^jitivcd,'  and  the '  ongmal  sum  or 
^rSiedo'Vtftetl' WitiVolit^a division.'  • '  '  -' 


Uff^w 


•  The* Minfsffe]^ ^vd el^r- ffom  b'eiri^'%^^^  ofR^ai  con- 

016  iroriii  tt^S  oflhte*  ^citf  cabini*  iigk'ifti^t'tlifeir  ek^-nrstry. 

fobckt^, .  in'tbe  'mo^t'Oit^ij^ilvoG^l  tenns,  buY  Vc^probatlon  of  such* 

n^iglit;  attjempt  to  9tcf:epr  o^f'  t^t  insidious  f>ijrer»  We  there^re 
jdeiiref  yoUwill  (iotiV^ne  till  twse,  who  a^re  iind^r  your  care/  and 
ifif|tk^&iVOwVi;t>t|ii^ptbat  we  iiev^r  wiir  gfi^'^'ny  jBbele^rasrical 
^^i&  j^^  Q^ri4v)O^iicf^pt#<Mi9H(iindiitdo0^;/^Wfao  r^h(i^\dj6tci^p^' 


jCe  pVorijtyancief  Wis  siehtcncf /' V^e  Bb  cciiifiS^]  tkat  tlieir  c^wn  sens^ 
p£  d«}Ur  im^ttlBdeaC'to^jpi^^r^ibfe  <ned^»srii)^^i>f  ki  Vifd^  we^lb' 


p  ausen^inatin^-disporq  and  aiscoifte^t. 

J        .  ..  •  I       .  i  J  wJ*    /  .  *»    /.   '.:J    v«. :  .•     ,  '         «  ^  •     ■  .  ^    '  •  •  •• 

. •^^;  •jrfyripMA'R-Rfteiy//^  •'-  JOHN*CH'l?"lSfi)    '-'<'>-''^ 
.,, ;..  <.3.^,T^mUivl] : .  ;:•■■;-  fft  IXEtAMY^-; .  r'.v  iKfiT 

t;-'*J^*«.R*v-;'B8yttf Clotty, ""4"  ^»r;t:'''"'  ;••■;  -■^••T 
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of  ^kie  vast  poMnirerstpf  tl^e  (^atkoliaffiiUh^h/^-^}^ 
Qiice  broiu^lit;  iijIej^liiU  ac;t(o;]  to  hieai:  ujion  a  p9Utjr^ 
cal  iotrig^a.  A| tl^o^g^.  ^ley.  bi^  .sa4;cessfuUy  kepfr 
that,  q^jesfrioaat  ifst  tiurtn^  tlie  pres^^nt  s(E;^io^,o£ 
ParlianieDt,,  th^j  despaired  of  tl^^r  poivor  of  f:<»n- 
linuing  so  to  do. ..  Ui^tai^ejly  fqy  tb^i^Gari^ 
fic^^.  tjheir  qajiuke.  was.  oiante;  tho^  wf^pon .  Mdf  <>^  4g* 
»re:ssiQQr  aivl  d^feK^*  in.  tbia* viisoknt^  aiid^  tbr ^ma 
time,  clandestine  contest  for  place.  The  govem- 
jpent  of  Irela;()5)  having,  inftjtmed  minis t|Bi3„;  thj^tap. 

fg^swv^^t^HmtMwt^i  ih&j^  were  tflttf med}  uftafet' 
tfie  ftfl*  <*bti\^i(^ti(in} '  tHir  suctt  t>f oVeddft tf h  Wouia^ 
eindanger  their,  situations.  Suicfi,  at  the  s^me  tinVe^i 
was.  the  impiexiqM^,?  necessi^ity  for.  mc;witittgi  tke.  army 
smd>  n^vy^  and% sutlii  tbeitHttaiol^'^ipfmhenmofr,  fbdtt' 
tJw  recmiHiiiig  'sottrtto^  wbiiW"  ^1^^^  or 

chdaK^d  u^  iri  Iretaind  niore  effectuafly.  tl^^     ever,.* 
tBat  anj^iety  for.  placp,.  ?« !  \yell  as  s^atfw  it\fy  spi;- 
vjcfiy;  forced  them!  into  sonfte>  sort)  of  actioni  upbHc 
tfoer  suiy^M.    They  cmMI^  m^  Im^e*  ^ippit^  tbcp 
y(fti6iBvmm7  Mh  'P6ikdnt!>x^  jii^udetit'  sttid'^eitf* 

Hbiis  cftbttsatcdnciTjationh^^  ike  gms- 

^ion  at  rest,  Those^  who  took  any  active  part  in 
forwarding  the  e^dllfe'^ttestibni  iisicrtflkd'^nb  me- 
lit  to.  g^v^nienit for  havingt^iiietodrth^ .local  tur<» 
buleiice*  of.  thj5''%ferf>ers  by  .the;  arni/ctf.the  law. 
That  was  a,  thing  41  ill  times  feasiKteVtA^overn-^ 
ment  had  heretofore  itund^it'^ei^j^Hientf  to 'engraft 
political  intrigue  upon  .^tho-,  qpicarion^,^  dyvrbapa 
unavoidable)  $ore|ieds«iQ!£dttemfaditianlsi  ^ai^ 


Jdmmsif>fifii^.^f^lhk^,i^fll^ord.  4tS9 


n^iSi.  p^pplar  »ocit9Xi<W  .a^  partial  and  t:ei>iporary 
cgij^ty*,  Wa  |pi!Mrat<li«|fect.i<»  Qf  ^he.C^tljionc 
hfiy  ^fc  WJ\iv^t:5i  aw<d  ?Sj:$Jteqj9l^'ct  <»yp.reviQn.;  The. 
^B^JisUipi^^p  WWkfS  stirongfljf  ^though  privatc^^) ' 
**W4  '^,?'^^'^"*V^^  ir>$U<i*  tQ  them  *nd  to  ire- 
l^f^,,  Cfitt  to  R^f;^U.Wv  flOXJOM*  jpcaqtiQCs  of  the 
oli^s^m.t;9.J^T»ke.4  om.  Pf  the.  eajb^rs  of  Mr. 
I^iV,  f^wJL  ligti^  Hj?  ^fp, «( t^p[jp  !|)4?  hM  8wqe»8ors., 
T^^lfw^fe  wpjMiflfJt,  jhiH  tgiRftpt, severities  Uiflict- 

«d,4H^  c;?tJwliCi  9Ql4ii?w.  Qm<i  tivm  ufc«  thg^r 

toi  tjj^v- gvyn.  ?<f!'#if<'«V,:a|i.  ^fequ|hc8,tei:  god  ejse- 
^h(?Be„  re.v»ye4,  ti^f,,  e^iwe.  Q^  ferjwr.  p«r;sefi.qjip«ii», 

ec^  afld,  tWvi  tiowtfjimw  the  tiwjy  bfieiich^.  ojf 

I'^'JWWS'^^^ajn  ajW^'^l^f^JPU^  ifJMtiiy  prq- 

nij^j^^di  e9g^mn%,^fim,^  iiB^jitjwl;  i),ead, 
o^  f^e., !V«ffr<^se,  ojf .  w^^iqa.    Tljifiy*  Mjeijj.  wvuqd^ 
ti^  wh^  tli^i^^iitj^tn,  wa^^rv^ed  w,.  m  «»r. 
fig}f  j^^jfe9V^pf,j;jlj^q)|  dj)^y,  ^fUM  (ippQi  thf^Qig^t, 

flsiifli»^AoA^  f i^.^!^   "^  ^^^'  ^^  ^Ad  i^«j».- 

tipn^liflla^  qX:t^  grpwfh.  9f  fpAtercd!  0f«9|pn> 

it^/»l)  (s^i^i^i^  ^^ri^ij^.if^i^  notice  g^v«iv 
in  t^e  llouse  of  Commons  of  an  ioleotioa  of 

servibfe  of'th^  (»(afaHtdi«<i't(^)wcb^    It  was  Mpiv*' 
fl^Qt^d*  to  (llett),  ftt)i|k.  die  9i|in^  ^«|ter>  tl^at  t»9 


i8<n. 


^  prppqs^^l^  niea3ure  wpitljJ  upt  meet  tUfe  eviTy  as  it 
cbiil^,!'  but ''aiffecV  the' army  (and'' 9iat\Vry  ii^^^ 


Hg()tly.  'The' cabinet  was  1;eJufcfarit1y '  clrivi^n  ' to 
adopt  some  other  pieasi^re.     Irt  the/course  of  s^ome 
<fays,  Lord  HoXvick  'gave  iidtic^  bf  h?s  ipltntrdn-  to^ 
move  "for  leave  tb^'briiis:  itito  tKe'Hoiisfe  6¥  Com- 
inbivs  a'^lll  to  t)pen'tfe  .nai<*a} 'and 'iiiiritkiy  seryic^^ 
iny^;icVi'^^inate:ly  t;6  dl'jii^  lJiPajcBty*s  sulb[j^c?ts,  ^ifKcV 
sboufd   lay'art '6iith';td'be"  t^^^         prescribed. ' 
Ttiat  notice;  wis  *tii^^  (vkcb*  avo^^  t6  •  the  bppoii- 
trciiVv!|ntrev6fy'Gtlgihe.^^^  to  work,  to 

cbhv%rt  tlfat*  nteksi/re^df  'gbVrttimt'nt  into  their  to- 
tal'WkiiiW"^*l'he^  i\\^l  hHiif'd^^  res'pedtAbility  • 
oiitbFtiie  walls  oFParIia4tieiit;  fhat  was  ittempted  ' 
to' lief  Mu^i^t'Wward  tb  'opposfe'it^'^it-as  the  city  ' 
ofL6nd()u;  '"On^tli^  i^th"*6f  M^clfjl   1807,  tlie' 
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"  stitutioh  of  the  country,  as  established  in  1688; 

^  omer  -and  security  of  the  dntisiY  empire:  and 
"  thaf^t  jis  ,the,^4«,tyrQf^  tius  f^jj^j^  .tp,p«tJtip,f}  /i»otli 


ivixi} 

afte3r.,li3|yin^  refuted,  tU^'.'krgi|fti^i^^;;afjl^'30«rd;.|^ 

leave  .'to .  twiiig  ii».!  ?fve,J^il),,*,^^,  wliicU  iw  iwcJ  Sl^ew  fi^w«!*^ 

o^  f  £  \he  ^noft  poiverltil  «dini^mr;iii<3^s.lrver>  formed  io'ittie; 
cpLOi?^ry^«iMd  it  w^f^  br^^u^bt  io.  ngA  (M»ly  fop'thte  iaxMablcr  atul  i^0«> 
cis^ry  purpose  f)( ^nai>iii\g  ib«  st«tf»  to  iiv(ittlitseH^'*afiid]&fei6lM^ 

tli«,duu|)ttul.Jiyiipe  ^C  kf^iifg  ttMiyM;ii{«Mr9Uon  of  theiit.emafoci*. 
|)afion  a^iefiV  si.  <fOpy,<ii;  jtiijhflii;  gir!jBift.4brid)b(iK«t«Ai^ctioti^ 
s|l,|)auies.Hitete8t«cl  in  tbe  aubje^t:  master*    Jl  w^a  crude <ai](f' 
2il*digej^d  billgi  suddenly  ad<>(|t«d  b|r..0o««»timorii  »SJ».hal^.lnea•^ 
sufpf,  (^.^t>}#!y  tbe  iiHir^?  ^(arkigfdfsfccte  fii'  aJoM  ihaii  isHll^ifiiea*! 
spxe,  ihe:<yni^ipQ  or^akeiatiori^olH^jfrl^iM^^  tbt;  ^mutuiy  vest; 
l.'he  m^asufei.t hough, embr^iiiig  ao>4)l|)e<:iol'  tra!fkMp|«ta|i&«Ni'' 
.pijtrtattc^,f«  the  «ii^i:^  was  p^^iy.iiwa  ajCJ^f^t  tb»  inbit«M2i» :  iltoy: ' 
dj^  i^JL  %pu$u^  Ui(^  Caiholic  bi^y  apojijli;    ^iiir  4id^tj»ey  trvttt. 
siji]^tt2Jt4t  t^  the  observatUms  qf  |iia  H<^yal  Highiie^gjbe  PriticiK  nf - 
\Yal^  ;t|^vp^^  r9'^^piy>  ailect<$d  by  the  i^^olL^t^iid  4^}  {^T.m%ur 
afly,  intertsted  in.'tlie  ofigiqai  £>^mgt^^  9iii«^)  a$>tb«.  ci  nclH  and  - 
*t;i^lAU4y.of  tiiat  ^mm^latu;^|.^  r  Y-;  c?  v-J  ^     :•..    \   •' 


isot  ^  tiotiec  to  ilw  Hbuae.< '  He  ttatttld  likv^hdped)  tlkat 
Miob  A  pmidont  |>anic«1aiiy  at8ii«h4'tit)Wi\V0Alct 

.       ,  «  . .  .  .      .      '  -  •     • 

V  Abilb  for.eiMbKiig Wa  M^tttf  to atail  kiipMMir of  iKe ^e^^ 
?ices  o^  all  his  lie^pis  Mibjects  in  h»  nairal  and  mUitary  foices^  in 
ihemaAiier  therein  iD«Dtioned, 

^^  Wh^rtte  It  is  ^peiHfetil,  tli&t  hb  Mdjt^ry  mM  b»»  %hkbled 

loatlA  UHMlf  «f  tte  ^^ftM  of  4n  Iki^  K^  4«ri>fM:U)  ili  his 
naval  .and  ^ilitvy^  (f^icas*  for  tba  «»atiit^aa^  of  Ibe  riglits  ^ 
his  Crowa.  and  the  iolercsts,  honor  vaik  iodapendenee  af  thia 
British  ^mpir^:  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King's  Most. 
EXi^Hebl  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent*  oT  the 
%Mi  Spiritdil  aifd  1%ittpohil,  aftd  CoAiM6ili  in  this  *^xkteiii 

IMiaiDesft  9Mtt61«d,  tfn«  by  thft  Mtborfty  d^tH^  wm;  That 

il  shaU  and.oiay  ba  iatyfiil  fiir his  Mai^itia  graat  tr  canfar*  or 
by  his  Royal  sign  manual  to  empower  the  proper  oiBcef  or  offi- 
cers to  grant  orxonfer.any  military  commission^  warrant,  pt^p* 
pOii^tlU^iit  Whatfe^^r,  eitBer  iii  hts  Majesty's  sea  or  navat  forces, or 
iO  *ay  of  hii  Miij«siy*s  !*nd  ^r  nllRc^  ftn-i^ite  #(fMo^«r,  t6  6f* 
upon  any  of  his  Majesty's  liege  subjects,  without  exception  ; 
and.  that  eveiry  saab  eottlnfiisknii  #atff^M  «f  Cij^ihtn^eill,  m> 
giAnted  or.  cMkferred,  sintU  and  may  b^  t««ifaily  «t€^iNsMtf  by 
sooh  af  his  Majetijr'a  iul^eoti^   in  «ll  pktc^  ^itbUl  or  iHl«M' 
oat  bis  Majesty's  daminioas>  amy  law^  AMQ«ey  of  aiiig^  tb  me 
Goottary  na>witlmandiiiig>     PirovidM^  that  «ft«fy  ^cK  p«fs6tt ' 
shaB^  within  maiiite  aftair  his>  (teeipttti^  tile  said  ^M*- 

dlisstoii,  warrant  or  a^paintaB0i«<  takili  diah^v  itnll  sMfoHbi^  On^ 
AMslarAtion  and  oath  her^  after  difikitidhed,  Urbi^h  detttthieioti 
and  aath  dhall  bo  iagrossod  on  thi^  baeil  dt  ik%  th<i  f#)t  of  tire  «oi^ 
nisaiaii  er  i^tiointmeaa  #o  gMMi^d  or  eiMAMd,  aM  Ibkll  \Ht 
tben  attttted  by  the  alftfatiM  of  th«  Mkg»erit(i  6i-  iiSMxi  U 
whnso  |itenB0a  ijha^  iumi  shall  hatt  b«^  ^itbstriblM,  aitd  bjr 
whom  the  said  oath  Ih^i  hiitdr  b««tt  itdtoifaiMVaf.  Ahd  te  it 
farther  eaoicted,  that  so^h  oath  KM  ti^lKtisltidif  tiiay  b«  idii&lftiitf- 
tared  and  aC«est#d  by  aay  dou(i'i»f  r^of^,  of  jud^  df  Vtith 
caiMt^  or  by  ahy  ja^iiica  df  ^ae6  ^  dth^f  ih)ig:i^irat^  htfVrfti; 
power  to  adm^bisMi'  ^Uis/  ift  My  f  am  ef  bM  Maj«ityV  dttnfi-  ' 
Dions.    Aad  that,  if  the  party  takr^lftd  ^biefirbfn^  fhe  ^aTOr^; ' 


•hifh^  (^W-e.W'f^  fcp«»«iwWe.  rawabcKRii 
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tHg  ^i(f)if).lii^]MLfie||^'sid<i«iii»k)nf«  the!»atne«htgr«hcntb«!Mtri^ 
^is^jTf}^  fM  At^ciM^  by  my  gieiieral  «ttccr.op4x»iiBaMfiy$  blS* 
^  of  l^^if  Mjijei^y'p  )»od  i^Dc09»'^  by^aiiSrateirBl  orioominain^'^ 

40J^.|ajKt  |:;93e  Uii^i|p«ia9QQib0M«^  swob  poimnisMm/wanravii^X*' 

ff^r.par^  qf  bi«  ^si^f%  immmooB^  /o^iatakey  iini|«  Vfid  l^i- 
|9i;^))e.x)>e  su^iDe  4)»^^;Md  dedianaiMM^  «fi»pii^ii^'ltf  MMo^c^itff^ 
c)C  rec9rd  4^*  APij|^itU9^  M^^lbii^iaMJL  •' And  be  it  f briber  ieii«eet«Av 
l^|'rM»f)^j|9Qfi.4^iyi9g.9P^1^0n»  im^  taaid  8«b9cfa^  Midi  Mlk 
,9n4!<^viF^Uqn^  i9^^t^«)y  4M,  aifevBMidv  »baU  ioe  iiaM«  to  aiv^ 

4|ifU^  9i^.pr<utt4ef  ally  mM)b*cMn«l8ikitt^'imirai*,.ori^i]id<lll^ 
^^W  HQylajWis  AtalHl^  loriisfige^  to  tke «o«itrery  luylwithifftnA^ 
j^vc  At¥^  sMwgb  fiOQh  .|)amni  sb^.not  b»re  ooiiipli64  i/Htii 
i^g^  ^  ^^  dirQ«ttp«9  erf*  wy  iWinov  sMvle'ie«fiiect»iig<tk0  qiiai^^ 

|(Q*bPv    And  t>^  ii  fttftlicr.  «iiitcled«,  Ahatthe  aaid  oatli  And  deela^ 

'f.ria"^  (ll^yes^efti  f«Hh/lb«.  af)fmiQtmeiM)«  lib' b  «oV#miiiy 

fA(tHr0mh!<t<^n4  4viF99<«,  in' ^b«  pvosfMccof  Abnt^tyOad/tiiaftf 
ff!  Heili.ll^  fiiilbM*^  bear  «r«ie  allegiance  to-hJs'Ma^ty,  K<tf^ 
M!iQ«>^«|ie.TWhi,  mA  4tMfc  i  waUdotmy  ultmoft^to  liinitftaiH 
?<^>Mid(4efiMid  )Hi»!fi9»ifWt  M  trea^Qs«nd  lffaii«-oiR«o«8|rit«Mik<s» 
*^,^'n§i^sfi  ^U aUbe«ftpl$; wtetief Di,  tbai.sfttdltei»adfe*ag«inM« 

'';4^iH^f!:and  will  a|^  ^|o^,  a»}4'i^4jillWH»iftt.lliraiiMe,  as 
^'m«<HH>  i9<%^U|;S^.«lW^i  <^on^®  ^o  o^-ktlMiiedge  ;  and  I  Ho  £flsapr#;. 
**  iBise  and  swear,  in  the  presence  of  Aliuigbty  God,  llUit  I 
♦'liwilLjU^.tb^Pr  IWlwNt  qf-eiy  flower,  'hiaiHtteii  ai«*'«uppart  the 
r?  4H4^scit^ni^jMieCroiK(i  ()£ilh«  ^nitddlKiiogdonl  tiGite^tBn^ 
'^  U^nr  9||4  b^ilO^i  99  iMls99B«SQW  9{and«  linMHad:  by  ifaw  f  .m4 


stf*  7%e  Riiign  6/ George  tif:      '^^ 

« 

^f^  that  ttftaser  Who  meant  to  cdhlest  it,  h^  slToukl 
iCKfFer  to:tothe  hdU^cf  a4  ttcpfariatioh  t)(f  tlje  grouoda 

•i 

^*  that  I  wHl  aho,  to  thb  tiitii€»5t  of  triy  j()dWer,  m^ntam  aiuJ  sup- 

f>oii..the  etft;iblisbed  coii^itutioit  nml  gtnN^rnVnf^it  6f  ihe  said 

United  Kiiitfcknn,>agamst  all  attempts  whatever  thslt  khalf  be 

.**  Dnuieagaiiist  the  same.''    And'whtreajl  ft  Is  expedient,  that 

^  his  Mejesty'*  stibjects,  however  em^ployed  in  any  oT  hrs  IVfajck* 
ty'ttsea  or  naval  forces;  or  any  of  h»  Majesty'sr  lahd  6t  mffttai'y 
ibrees  What9l>evei*,  shoirld  be  allowed  «he  free-texeWfaeM^'stich 
religious  oficsionsy  aS'  they  may  fespectivef y  proli^^s';  Be  it  eif- 
acted,  that '.Do  person  employed  io  tUs'  Marjesty's  ifea'^  naval 
f>rces»  or  land  or  milit»Fy  forces,  aAd'hstlriifig  pfeVrdirsfysfgni- 
$ed  in. writing,  signed  by  hittlself/to  his:  eomrnandihg  oflffcer, 
liis  dissent  frofD  the  doctrine  or  worship'  «f  ;the  Chbrch  of  £n*^- 
land,  as.  by  .lawr  established)  shaH,  under  arty  fVretence^  'iftr  by 
^y  means,,  be  prevenied  from  attend! n<*»' or  be  object  or  llaQft 
10  any  paras,  penalties  or  disabilities  for  att«ndiW|f'Stich  divine 

c  iwor^hip  or  reliirioas: service  as  maybe  consistent  ^ith;  and  .ac- 
cording to  Uh  religious  persuasion  or  opihions  at  proper  or  i^ 
sqnable  times,  and  sach  as  shall .  be*eok)siateRt  with  the  due  and 
full  discharge  of  his  naval  or  military  duties;  not  shaU'any  sudl 
person  be  compelled  or  compellable  to  attend'  ike  wot'sbip  or  s^- 
vLceiof  the  said  estabtished  Church;- ami  that  any  coaltiiissfbned 

'  ^fSjcer,  actiiTg  in>  violation  of,  or  contrary  to  this  provisiotf/shall^ 
npoft'Cdiivtctioh  thereof,  before  a  general  oonrt  martial,  be  W^bJ^ 
tO;hesuspemitfd:or  disthissed.. from'  his  Majesty's  service,  of  fd- 
sucb  Other  punishment,  not  extending  to  life  or  timb**  as  th6 
said  coi>rt  shaU  a^ard  ;  and  fhat'^ny  warrtfnt  or  noii  eommis* 
sioiied  uiBcef  sb  oKfending  sh ail  be' liable  to  such  punishm<(ntt 
not  extending  to  life  or  Innb,  ^  shall'  be  awarded  by  a  general 
or  regimental  cpnrt martial.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  tliis 
act  shall  bebml  coatit|Ud  jo  /ofttJfrotii  ♦he  in  theyfeaf 

ol'.qur  Lord  •  '       v  «-'^''uniJI'  the  '    •    '     '    in  the  year  of' our 

Lord "  \  *  " 

It  is  obvkms^  that  this  bill  Avas  not  intended  to  renledynhe 

grciit.  uailnkial  evii,  wh'ch  consisted  in.  the  statute  disabtUties, 

}>a»i$  and  pi'iiaitieslfallmg  on  «bi^e  five  milfions  of  Id*  Majes- 
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which  the  bill  wa»  founded^  without  goitig  into  the  ^^ 

^esttoo  of  the  general'  expediency  of  penal  laws, 

•I 

tx^  Catholic  8ut»ect3«  who  might  eolist/pr  may  have  enlUt^  as 
private  soldiers  or  common  seamen  in  his  Majesty's  .service. 
Iteiice  it  was  usually  called  Lord  Howick's  Catliolic  officer^  hill. 
Yet  the' act  of  i  Geo'.  1.  c.  ''iS^  had  re-enacted  all  the  operative 
petial  j>artsofth^25;  Car.  IL  {the  Test  Ad)  and  extended  thenar  to 
private  ji6)diers  and  common  sailors  fpr  refusing  or  neglecting  foe 
thiiee  months  after  having  enlisted^  to  take  t)ie  oaths  of  sq^prfpaa^' 
c}%  abjuration  and^Iegiance.  That  act  of  Geo.  I.  afJTects  Catholics 
only,  for  it  says  nothing  of  the  sacramental  test^  which  most 
Protestant  disiehters  conscientiously  refuse ;  although  none  of 
UMm  object  to  the  negative  oath  of  supremacy  (on  which  it  found- 
ed  the  operative  exclusion  to  Catholics,  who  subniit  to  a  spprepiQ 
bishop)  as  they  admit  of  no  head  of  the  Church  on  eart^.     It 
cannot  be  dissembled,  that  a  very  large  part  of  the  Irish  Catho* 
lies,  disrelished,  contemfied  and  ridiculed  this  officers  bill.  They 
considered  it  as  an  Insuft  on  the  body.    They  had  not  so  refined 
Qpon  political  e^nomy,  as  to  be  sensible,  that  a  country  coufd[ 
be  over  peopled.    With  Adam  Smith,  thsy. still  substantially, 
thought  and  measured  a  nation's  happiness  by  the  density  of  its> 
population.     They  considered  Lord  Howick's  boasted  policy  of 
strengthening  the  Vrotestant  a^endancy,  by  thinning  the  Catho- 
lic population,  at  least  qpt  friendly  to  the  internal  prosperity  of. 
the  country.    To  kill  otiT  its  ihale  youtlv  in  foreign  wtfrfhre,  wa^ 
the  most  insidio^s  mode  of  depopulating  it  by  emigration.    This 
they  connected  with  the  checks  ^iven  to  Irish  population  by  the 
provocation  and  suppression  of  the  rebellion  of  1Y98.  And  they 
never  separated  it  from  the  jealousy  of  government  at  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  physical  force  of  the  country.     They  considered 
Lord  Uowick,  whose  bill  th^y  indignantly  despised,  as  connect* 
•d  domestically  as.  well  as  politically  with  Mr.  Ponsonby^  who> 
^^  with    other  distinguished  patriots,    was  once  zealous   ^^r  re* 
Cbrm  and  emancipation,  though  he  had  latterly  declared,  that.' 
It  would  militate  against  the  interests  of  the  empire  to  concede 
either.    They  had  brought  themselves  to  tHk  (not  very  upua- 
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H^ILj  ^^^^^  ini|N9o^  cheofcf  q^.  the  eotusokfcieds  of  il^ 
dtviduftb.  Dr;  Bdcj^  asd!  ali.  other  imodern. wf itf» 
ers  of  respectability  concurred,  that  such  restramts 
ait(t  extlbsiom)  ali  he  was  about  to  rehioye,  ou^t 
only/^to  be  eoforced  ^gait^st  religious  opiQiohs^ 
whe^  it  wa^  m^ifesj,  tjipy  w^r^  inpp^s^tisjcit  witih 
the  Mce^^ary  ocdw  and  subsi&tsiBBfi  .q£  g»Yes&^ 
me^t  If  it  were  now  weeBMiy  to'state,  that  t^ 
coitnectioii;  which  fbrmerly  existed  between  the 
reU^ipn  and  the  politics  of  the  tTn^ted  ^oipwre 
Wd  ceased,:  apd  thcEefoie. those  re$t¥ictiaiiS|.. which 
w«re:  applicable  only  to  their  .poUtios,<  and  nat  tp 
thcit  religion^  were  rendered'  unnecessary,  he  should 
feel  no  difficulty  in  making  that  st^tentent,  and  in 
inaintaining  it  by  unan^sAverable  2^rguii]ient4  If  this 
were  allowed,  the  proppsitioa  ncx:essarily  followed^ 
tkit  at  the  present  season  of  difficulty  and  danger;, 
whert  it  was  desirable  to  unite  every  heart  and 
hind  in  iTie  cause  of  tl)e  country,  it  was  unwise  to 
excfude  from  that  uqioa  so  l^rge  a  portion  of  the 
pec^ptey  as  the  Catliolics.  of  Great  Britaia  apd 
Irdaad)  amounting^  JnM^amber  to  nearly  a  fourth 
of  the  whole  population  of  the  empire,  and  to  pre- 
vent them  from  sharing  in  the  dangei:  ?ipd  tlic 
glory  of  their  cowtryujien*  The  fact  wa^,.  tlut  at 
that  very  moment  a  great  ppoportion*  of  our>  sol- 
diei-s  and  sailors  (particularly  of  the*  latter)  were 
Catholics,  and  it  was  fitting,  that  Parliament 
should  sanction  by  ifightjj  ,what  was  already  allow- 

tural)  €ondusioD»  that  i/^herever  legislative  uAion  had  #acc$ed7 
ed  ill  platiting  British  popularity,  there  had  it  never  failed  to  ex- 
tinguish Iriish  patriotism. 


.  AdminlHt^tim  of  the  DuH  of  Bedford. 

«d  by  €oiiiiiv4Q<re  ?  By  th^  Igvf,  whi^h  passed  in  th^ 
Pftrltiment  of  IrcUod,  in  17dd,  Ca^ibolics  were-al- 
limed  tQ  hold  cQHimission^  in  the  ^rn^y,  an4  to 
^jOff  ihw^  privilegc;i^  in  Ireland^  which  it  w^s  tl)p 
qbj¥ct  of  the  bill  he  meant  to  propose  to  communir 
cate  !g§ne]?ally  to  the  Catholics  of  this  counfry* 
'The  hill  wQttld  go  to  admit  perspn^  of  evtry  reli- 
gious persuasion,  to  serve  in  the  arpiy  and  ni^tv^ 

'  withonit  any  other  condition,  but  th^t  of  taking 
«n  oath  partii^uhirised  in  the  bill.  Qf  course,  if 
this  indulgeiice  were  gr^pted  to  Catholips,  it  wfv» 

.  unpepejs^aiy  to  state>  that  th^re  could  be  no  objec- 
tion to  grant  it  to  any  other  sect  of  dissenters  frpip 
the  established  chMrch,  unless  some  specific  dan- 
ger gpuld  be  shewn,  whii?h  he  did  pot  at  present 

,  seel  The .  provisions  of  the  bill  would  therefore 
^^tend  to  persons  of  all  religiou3  persuasions.  What 
had  particularly  drawn  the  attention  of  ^his  Majes- 
ty *fir^vernment  to  the  subject,  was  the  strange  ano- 
m^\y\  wliich  existed  in  consequence  of  the  act 
{^s$ed  19  Ireland^  in  1793,  by  which  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  that  country  were  enabled  to  hold 
<:opimis$ions  in  the  army,  and  to  attain  any  rank 
(except  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces,  master 
general  of  the  ordnance,  or  general  of  the  staff.) 
The  effect  of  this  per^lission  so  granted  to  the  Cf- 
thplicjs  in  Jrcland  w/is  a  striking  l^icongruity  ;  for 
if  a  Catholic,  who  was  by  |aw  qualified  to  serve 
ii;i  the  army  of  Irelancl,  should  be  brought  out  of 

•  th^t  country  by  any  circumstances,  which  d^* 
mended  iu  this  country  the  presjence  of  the  regi- 
ment, in  which  he  served,  he  would  be  disquati- 
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190T.  fie^  by  law  from  remaining  in  the  service,  and 
would  Lave  only  this  alternative^  either  to  contmue 
in  the  service  contrary  to  the  law,  and  thus  sub- 
ject himself  to  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  conse- 
quent thereon,  or  to  relihquish  a  profession,  in 
which  he  had  risen  to  the  rank,'  which  he  might 
hold,  either  by  the  sacrifice  of  his  fortune,  or  more 
probably  by  a  succession  of  meritorious  services, 
such  as  proved  him  qualified  to  defend  the  prospe- 
nty  and  assert  the  hoAor  of  the  country.  So  ab- 
surd an  inconvenience  must  be  remedied/  The 
inconveniency  was  seen,  when  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  were  separate  nations,  and  had  separate 
parliaments,  and  when  the  act  of  1793  was  pro- 
posed in  the  Irish  parliament,  it  was  declared,  that 
a  similar  proposition  should  be  made  in  two 
months  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  This 
was  distinctly  promised  ;  Lord  Clare  in  the  House 
«f  Peers,  and  Lord  Buckinghamshire  in  the  House 
of  Commons  distinctly  statedj  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  his  Majesty's  government,  with  all  con- 
venient dispatch,  to  prepare  a  similar  bill  in  the 
British  Parliament.  The  measure,  which  he  was 
about  to  ^ulVmit  to  the  judgment  of  the  House, 
was  calculated  to  remove  the  incohveliience,  and 
to  reconcile  the  incongruity  complained  ofj  -and 
at  t^je  same  time  to  maintain  the  faith  of  the  Bri- 
tish government,  by  redeeming  the  pledge,  to 
which  he  had  alluded.  There  seemed  to  be  no 
objection  to  the  measure,  as  a  necessary  conse- 
quence of  the  act  of  17^3,  and  as  a  miemption  of 
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the  pledge  given  at  that  period.  The  only  objec-  ^^^ 
tion  startecl,  appeared  to  be  by  those,  \Vho  l^jhought 
the  proposed  noeasure,.  by  going  farther  than  the 
act  of  I793,  cstablislied  a  new  principle  of  con- 
cession, which  ought  .not  to  be  acceded  to.  It 
would  now  therefore  be  necessary  for  him  to  state, 
in  what  the  two  measures  ditfered.  The  first  dif- 
ference was,  that  the  proposed  measure  went  to 
permit  persons  of  every  religion  to  serve  in  the 
navy  as  well  as  in  the  army.  vWhen  the  Irish  act 
was  passed,  it  was  distinctly  stated,  that  in  the 
bill  to  be  submitted  to  the  British  Parliament, 
leave  to  serve  in  the  navy  would  be  included,  and 
the  only  reason,  why  it  was  ^ot  included  in  the 
Irish  act  was,  that  Ireland  had  no  navy.  The 
same  principles,  which  induced  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters to  propose  the  adoption  of  a  similar  law  for 
the  two  countries,  induced  them  to  propose  the 
ftbolitioTi  of  restrictions.  Consistency.  For  no- 
thing could  lie  more  incongruous,  than  the  conse- 
quences of  these  restrictions,  which  might  be  at- 
tended with  considerable  inconvenience  to  the 
service.  A  Catholic  might,  by  the  Irish  act,  rise 
through  the  regular  gradation,  and  become  a  field 
officer;  he  might  became  a  majpr,  a  lieutenant- 
colonel  ;  a  colonel ;  in  this  last  capacity,  he  ra jght 
h^ve  the  command  of  a  corps  equal  in  number  to 
that  frequently  under  the  orders  of  officers  of  a 
superior  ranlf .  He  might  shew  himself  enjinently 
qualified  for  a  situation  of  greater  trust ;  he  might 
distinguish  himself  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  be 
called  upon  by  the  voice  of  the  army  and  the  peo- 
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i6(w.    pif.  ^5  gii  jjjjjij  situation ;  but  it  wdald  be  wnpttt- 
iible  to  fcreate  h?rn  a  major  generar !  This  was  a 
great  drscoura^emfent  to  the  Catholic  oflte».     It 
was  a  great  disatlvantage'  to  the  cowhtry,  't^hicih 
by  such  restriction,    might    lose  the  strvifcis  of 
rhany  brave  and  ^kitfiil  men.     And,  after  aU,  it 
must  be  considered,   that  the  groposed  tniejlsu¥6 
otily  ehabkd  his  Majesty  to  appoint  such  ^ersdtes 
to  situations  of  high  importahce.     This  appoint- 
merit  iniisf  depend  upon  the  executive  government, 
\rhich  would,  of  course,   be  discreet  in  the  exier- 
cise  of  its  power.     In  addition  to  the  advantage  of 
fehabling  the  country  to  avail  itself  of  tine  whole 
extent  of  its  poJ)ulatibn,  without  any  of  tliese 
restrictions,  which  operated  merely  to  keep  up  a 
s\yint  of  discontent,    and  to  damp  that  ardour, 
Xvhich  might  otherwise  be  so  successfully  dirfected 
to  the  public  service,  the  proposed  measure,  ia  ad- 
dition  to  these  things^    provided    for   all,    wh6 
sllould  enter  into  his  MajestyCs  service,  the  free 
and  Unrestrained  exercise  of  their  religion,  as  far 
as  it  <lid  tiot  interfei'e  with  their  military  dutiH. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  said,  that  this  tnighthe  slie- 
complish^d  in  another  way,  by  giving  directidhs 
to  that  effect  J  but  he  was  apprebfeniivfej  that  this 
could  only  he  partially  done.;  besides,  the  inseca*- 
rity  and  instabih*ty  of  such  a  tiibde  of  proceeding 
would  deter  the  Catholics  from  entermg  the  ariiiy, 
and  would  furrrish  to  those,  who  might  be  desfih>u$ 
of  preventing  them,  sufiicient  means  of  pefsuaisiott^ 
Let  them  have  full  security  ih  the  shape  of  a  chiuise 
f U  an  act  of  parliament ;  let  them  have  tlie  sane- 
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%itfA0i^the  l«gWitofe,afttf  kU  doubt  ^oald'Ugft*  J^^L 
nioved.       It  t^ei-e  wfert  atiy  possible  utiKty  ih 
this  ^oviskiny  'When  il!  Vi^as  coilsiderfcil,  ^that '?t 
•tdttW  be  -atteridl^i  by  to  InciiAvenieBec  <yr  tlafagfcr, 
4ie  tiiifetetf  it  ^6uld  ihei*  \WiK  iio  ■  'Ejection,    ffe 
irttd  thus  statjed  brifcflyUlie -objects  bf  the  p(rdpds(*a 
%iH-^    Brleffy;  bfccausehe  was  hbt  4\vart/  ttiaftHh 
•th^t  fetigte/the  me*i5t!i¥c-  Wbuiti  dbcfasioti  irfy  debate. 
Thte  abdFtitiri  tyf  the^  ffesWictibns  mJjoJnt tif-rai* 
vf^xAA  place  t]iefbre  flie  soiis^ihe  gentry  of  »?- 
kiid,'  those  fair  objtcts  hit  vttvkktxon ;  it  wouldopA 
to  them  lltat  cour^  of  gtory,  l!he  ptttsiiit  of  vsrhich 
Avas  sjmohimrtus'with^^HeiaidTanceHient  (if  the  best 
-interests  of  tfee  ertypire.     Oh  the  comrtiofaalty  of 
Ireland  the  xnca'sure  toiust  hav^e  a  pbwerfal  effect, 
by  aflfordihg  a  salutary  dieck  to  the  encreasing  su-       ' 
* j[)^butidatat  ^opulattoti '  of  ^t  coutitry  ;  [as  U 
^buid  inditce  litrmbers  iro  enter  into  the  service  of 
his  Msyesity,  even  of  A6se,'\*rho  by  their  own  dis- 
contents, and  by  the  artifices  of  lotheVs,'  had'SO 
lately  been  urged  into  insuTtectioti  and  rebelfion. 
^He  therefore  moved  for  leave  \o  liring  in  a  bill, 
ibf  enabling  His  Majesty  to  accept  the  services  of 
•jdl  his  liege  snbjfects,  in  the  atmy  and  navy,  on  the 
'terms  thererh  tateution^d. 

>   a  m  • 
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'  Mfi  ^fcevil  rdSe,  riot  so  much  to  object  to  the  J|[[;;  ^^^ 
'partictrhr  measure,  which  was  proposfed,  as  to  ex-^®"?  •««* 
ptess  his'fears,  that  this  was  but  the  beginning  bfgwedto. 
a  system,  which  Wbuld  iti  its  co^nSeqiiences,  whfen 
•  fully  disclosed,  be  highly  dangerous  to  the  consti- 
'  tution  and  ]?rotestant  establishment.     He  perceiv- 
ed^ that  step  by  step^  and  from  day  to  day,  they 
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W][;_,  were  bfmgiosj  forward  measures^  which  be  tboi^bt 

must  cn^  in  the  total  rep^l  of  the  Test  Act.     He 

<ouId  not  consider,  that  it  would  be  for  the  interest 

of  Ireland,  ^  he  was  firmly  perauaded,  that  nothing 

Y^ps  mor9  ini|>ortant  for  the  welfare  of  Ireland  than 

;a  Protestant  establishment  and  a  Protestant  as- 

.cendancy.    Ther^  was  no  man,  who  was  a  greater 

f)iend  to  toleration  than  himself,  or 'who  would 

more  wish,  that  every  person  should  have  the  free 

exercise  of  his  religion ;  but  it  was,  because  he  was 

a  friend  to  toleration^  that  he  did  not  wish  to  fa- 

^voura  religion^  which  had  been  always  intolerant 

w;hen  in  power,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  established 

religion,  which  had  always  pra,ctised.  toleration.  It 

was  always  on  the  ground  of  toleration,  that  those 

inno%'ations  were  brought  forward.     One  day,  in 

the.name  of  tQleration^  the  house  was  called  upon 

^to  grant  a  sum  of  money  to  educate  Priests  for  the 

purpose  of 'prcapbing  the^   Catholic   religion  to 

3,000,600  of  people^  and  th6^  next  day  they  were 

called  upon  to  grant  ^till  farther  concessions.    The 

-reasonjng.  of  the  Hon,  Gentleman,,  who  supported 

.  those  perpetual  concessions  appeared  to  rpt  on  this 

,  principle,  that  one  religion  is  very  nearly  as  good 

as  another,  and  that,  therefore,  no  man's  religion 

should  disqualify  him, from  political  power*     They 

seemed  to  think,  .that  the  reformation  itself  was  a 

mere  political  measure*   The  noble  Lord  (Ho wick) 

had  professed  tht  most  decided  and  absolute  prefe- 

rence  fdr  the  establisl^d  religion ;  but  still  he  h»d 

vptf^l  fpf  the  §:ranfing. funds  to  the  preachers  of 
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the  Catholic  religloo.  Many  might.  suppQae,  th«t  J]^ 
thi3  was  quite  agreeahlci  oot  paly  to  liberality  and 
seatiment  but  to  sound  policy ;  but  he  entertained 
an  opinion  directly  to  the  contrary.  Lord  Temple 
contended,  that  the  whole  of  the  argument  of  the 
Hon.  Gentlenian  went  the  length  of  overturning 
every  principle  of  policy  and  justice,  which  one 
sect  of  Christians*  ought  to  entertain  for  another. 
They  were  arguments  better  calculated  for  the  dark 
ages  of unenlijghtened  man,  thanfor  the  more  po- 
lished sera  of  the  nineteenth  cent\iry.  Mr.  Mon- 
tague and  Mr.  H.  Browne  were  against  the  motion. 
Mr.' f  reemantle,  Mr.  Plomer,.  and  Mr.  Corry, 
spoke  in  favour  of  it.  Leave  was  then  given  to 
1)ring  in  the  bill ;  it  was  read  a  first  time,  and  or- 
dered for  a  second  reading  on  that  day  se'nnight^ 

In  the  cabinet,  in  the  senate,  in  the  country  at  Mmom 
lange,  every  engine  was  set  to  work  to  accelerate  ^tU^*^ 
and  secure  the  explosion  of  the  broad-bottomed  ^^"^ 
admiuistration,  as  the  ministers  were  now  usually 
called.     Lord  Sidmouth   threatened  to  withdraw 
his  forces  from  the  support  of  government,  and  go 
over  into  open  opposition.     Petitions  flowed  in 
from  different  coF])orations  against  the  measure. 
The  Marquis  of  Titcbfield  presented  to  the  House 
of  Commons  a  petition  from  the  University  of  Ox- 
ford against  the  bill.     At  the  Quarter  Assembly  at 
Dublin,  Mr.  GifFard  proposed  a  petition  to  Parlia- 
ment against  the  general  claims  of  the  Catholics, 
and  speciHcally  against  the  bill  thenpeading,  which 
was  .seconded  by  Mr,  Cope,  and  caaried  by  a  ma- 
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'.  *  Mr.  Qifiklrd's  /qpeeeb  Bttbt.fefostlAvs6oiblyix)S'dii8  requot- 
lion  was  4oo  ^^oiiitedly  iilusirautfl^of  the  -if  iMiini^sp^il  bf  the  ggrsp 
tern,  which  had  not  been  at  any  ,oQe  rnomeni  exdngmshed  dvf- 
Sng  the  1 3  months  of  a  supposed  aaverse  administration,  not  to 
submit  It  to  'the  teadefr  ;  who  WiR  itldi^t  Hi^  oWhlfelijartiils  upoh'  '\L 
It  promtnently  p^ss^s  tipbn  iAa  ^lidie^l  tiec^s^ity  kit  th^  i&yA 
Veto,  and  sbewshow  strotigly  tbat'genfd^niav  syjmpathfizedfriih 
the  higher  powers,  in  scpKuating.the  C^itbpHcs  of .  Ireland  from 
communion,  with  that^centrc  of  unity,  in  which  they  hpld  the 
essence  of  the  gorernment  of  Christ*s  church  upon  earth  to  con- 
sist. Afier  an  affected  preatnble  ixpoti  his'  lov^for  fats  O^olib 
con»tr3niien,  he  ipolfe  to  tho  fotlowib^  pui'pM*  :*<  IhiverMd 
«peeches  stated  Co  have  been  made  at'It6ii|anrCi|th6)ic  iiie^iog»» 
and  not  contradicted  ;  and  I  mean  to  found  my  arguipents  upoo 
those  speeches.  If  they  wish  to  petition  Parliament,  let  them* 
It  is  their  right  to  do  so ;  we  oan  petition  also,  anH  shew  otir  ob- 
jections. A  reperterttf  one'of  thesji^eebhes  says,  tfa'at-'tbos^^Srho 
had  supported  them,  had  ntw  aband^fted  cb^m.  I)fi  thaiv  spelMiicto 
they  asaumfe,  that  they  are  the  .))«ople*  of  .Ireland  •;  thai  'w^  ara 
bijt  a  small  party ;  they  say  their's  w^as  the  religion  of  Alfred, 
of  our  £dwards  and  Henrys,  the  conquerors  of  France.  When 
tl'enry  Che  Second  came  here,  the  Irish  were  Catholics,  and  if 'the 
'bishops  of  that  day  could,  Irbe  IQ^jsfh,  have  bequeathed  t^ehr 
mantles  to  the  present,  tve  should  embrajce  tkem  as  bttthren,  nd 
as^  fellow  freemen^  They  refused  the -mandates  of  Pope  Gns- 
gory.     Why  don't  the  Priests  of  this  day  look  within  tlic  reakn 

m 

for  a  head  to  their  church  ?  Let  them  renounce  obedience  to  a  fb- 
Tefgn  State !  I  oppose  only  their  subjugattoki  to  tlie  Pope  t  Ijti 
them  take  the  oath,  thatN\^e  ha  Ve  taken;  that  the' King  is  t&e 
bead  of  the  ohurch,  and  I  will  he  the  first  to  hail  their*  introduc* 
tion  amongst  usi  When  Henry  the  Second  came,  here,  all  the 
other  Kings  in  Europe  ,were  led  by  the  Priests  ;  and  had  not  the 
Irirfi  afftertx'anrs  sunk  into  ihfs  base  slavery,  we  would  now  Be  the 
happiest  people  on  the  fete  of  the  globe.     When  the  refalcation 
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access  to  his  Majesty.    The  differences  in  tlie  ca- 
binet ntvk  publicly  canvassed.   Lord  Grenvilk  bad 


of  A^  |M>pery  laws  first  commenced,  f  rejoiced  at  it    I  was  pre- 
Bckit  ^hen  Mr.  GaidtAet*  and  Mtr.  O'Neill  first  exercised  thek  ta- 
lents and  influence  to  take  ofT  re.strictions ;  and  then  I  little 
Uiought  what  the  consequences  would  be,     (Here  Mr.  GilFard 
made  some  s^iimadversions  upon  the  Catholic  clergy^  the  sub- 
servient cohdition  lof  the  Pope  to  Botiaparte,  and  the  accuracy  of 
Sir  Richard  Mm^grav^'s  history  !)     We  aqp  chatted  with  b^ing 
Orangemen*    Batsdrely,  When  bad  men  conspire,  good  men 
should  atsodate.    When  the.Orange  system  began,  the  rebellion 
was  far  advanced  in  its  organization.     Poor  men,  who  were 
loyal  in  the  country,  if  they  had  not  associated,  they  would 
have  been  d^troyed  singly.     From  this  tjte  gallant  yeomanry 
atosei    Vinegar  Hill  witnessed  their,  prowess.  -  llie  aid  of  Eng- 
land  has  been  extolled.    Why,  England  did  nothing.     The 
English  militia  were  too  late.     It  was  the  Irish  yeomanry  retook 
Wexfofd,  and  saved  17  devoted  Protestants  upon  the  point  of 
massacre  at  the  bridge,  each  with  a  pike  and  a  Priest  at  his 
throat.     1  atti  sorry  tk)  b^  goaded  to  a  repetition  of  things.     Jf 
govemment,  and  t^ey  will  let  us  alone,  .we  will  strive  to  (brget 
tbem.    I  am  an  Orangeman  ;  I  speak  in  the  presence  of  Orange- 
men, and  I  know  nothing  in  the  system  adverse  to  that  great 
principle  of  the  Christian  fakh  ;  love  your  neighbour,  and  do  to 
all  men,'  as  you  would,  that  they  should  do  to  you.     Would  to 
God  all  Plrotestahts  were  Orangemen  !  I  wish  the  Ctitholic  every 
I  (enjoyment,  under  and  consistent  with  cor  happy,  constitution. 
I  would  not  deprive  the  Jew  of  his  synagogue;  the  Mahometan 
of  his  mosque;  much  less  would  I  wish  to  injure^ the  Catholic; 
a  fellow  Christian,  who  acknowledges  the  sante  Redeemer  with 
myself.     But  I  would  not  put  a  sword  into  the  hand  of  a  mad 
man,  as  much  in  mercy  to  him,  as  to  myself.     I  will  propose 
then  to  petition  the  House  of  Commons  by  our  representatives 
and  the  Hoase  of  Lords  by  the  9on  of  our  King,  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  a  name  dear  to  the  constitution,  to  whom  I  had  the 
honor  of  bearing  an  address  from  this  house,  and  who  was  graci* 
ously  pleased  to  desire  me  to  tell  the  citiaens  of  Dublin,  while  he 
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1S07.  a  special  audience  of  his  Majesty  at  Windsor.  Tlic 
bill  was  given,  up^  or  abandoned  by  Lord  Howick, 
but  the  ministers  were  forced  to  resign :  and  inas- 
much as  the  consequent  change  in  his  Majesty'^ 
tiouncils  was  the  triumph  of  the  system  and  the 
empire  is  now  groaning  under  their  rule,  it  is  of 
tlie  last  consequence  to  the  welfare  of  Ireland,  that 
the  particulars  of  the  expulsion  of  their  predeces* 
sors  and  their  introduction  into  the  uncontrouled 
powers  of  the  state  should  be  faithfully  placed  be- 
fore her  eyes,  as  a  denouement  of  the  piece  of  decep- 
tion  so  long  played  upon  her. 
!Mm  *ter'8  Thc  ucw  uicn,  wlio  lud  scrvcd  in  several  capa* 
aujiinstihe  citics  uudcr  Mr.  Pitt,  and  now  he  had  been  dead 

Catholic*,     j^  '  J  /,!  I  _    . 

tor  some  time,  assumed  a  confidence  and  conse- 
•  quence,  which-  upon  his  immediate  demise  they 

had  not  arrogated,-  but  had  unanimously  declared 
tiieir  incompetency  to  wield  tjie  machine  of  state. 
They  were  roazed  into  courage  by  the  secret  advi- 
sers of  the  crown  to  assume  the  awful  charge  in 
the  strength  of  the  court  influence,  and  armed  with 
all  the  antiquated  weapons  of  state  intrigue,  used 
during  tile  two  last  centuries,  with  the  single  ex- 
ception of  the  cry  of  the  Pretender.  Their  most 
devoted  newspa|>er  of  the  6th  March,  having  given 
a  list  of  the  new  arrangements,  said,  *'  Such  is  the 
*'  Protestant  administration,  which  hisi  Majesty 

livjpil  they  had  a  ftreoO,  and  a  friend  to  the  constitution.  I  now 
move,  That  a  petition  be  |ii:eaented  to  both  Houses  ^f  the  Impe- 
niul  Parliament,  ptjaying  them  io.  mainia-j.n' the  constitntioa  in 
Church  and  Slate,  by  refubing  tlte  present  demands  of  the  Ro» 
man  Calhtlics  of  Ireland.'' 
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**  firmly  attached  to  those  principles,  which  seated  "cr 
"  his  family  on  the. throne,  has  appointed  to  rc- 
"  place  a  ministry,  that  would  have  put  the  power 
**  of  the  sword  into  the  hands  of  Catholics,  and 
"  have  made  Catholics  the  generals  of  our  frmies 
**  and  the  admirals  of  our  fleets/'  Mr.  Pitt  and 
his  co-operators  raised  the  question  of  Catholic 
emancipation  (certainly  for  the  immediate  pur* 
poses  of  deception).  They  endeavoured  to  retain 
tiie  affections  of  the  Catholics  hy  professing  a  con- 
stant attachment  to  that  object.  The  new  men 
more  bold,  (perhaps  less  insincere)  put  every  thing 
fn  hazard,  by  avowing  their  own  systematic  hosti- 
lity to  the  Catholics,  and  denouncing  all  their 
friends  in  Parliament,  as  determined  enemies  of 
their  King,  their  country,  and  their  religion. 

If  the  secret  advisers  had  counselled  his  Majesty  Real  conse* 

to  dismiss  bis  ministers  upon  unconstitutional  J^Ts:;:^! 
grounds,  it  is  evident,  that  their  imnlediate  sue- Jj^J**^^^.^^ 
cessors  by  accepting  of  their  places  became  respon- 
sible fortlie  advice,  and  must  stand  or  fall  by  it, 
^  Although  nope  of  them  should  have  been  the  ac- 
tual advisers  of  the  removal  of  their  predecessors, 
yet  was  it  through  them  and  by  their  means,  that 
the  advice  was  effectuated.  They  must  therefore 
give  up  to  Parliament  the  secret  advisers,  however 
exalted  their  station,  or  remain  responsible  for  the 
advice.  The  sole  ground  of  dismissal  was  the  re- 
fusal 10  give  the  written  pledge  nev^r  more  to  re- 
commend utider  any  circumstances  whatever,  anv 
further  Catholic  concession.  Had  his  Majesty 
dismissed  them,  as  some  wickedly   gave  out,  be- 
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JJ^-^  cause  tlicy  had  attep^pM  to  inipose  ufM^a  or  de* 
ceiv$  hif^  Majieaty,  who  \va^  liia^y  warn^  of  it  by 
his  trusty  ^ivaat  Lard  Viaewint  SkilQPilth)  it  iiras 
0ut  of  all  prohability,  thai  his  JVi[aji?«ty  $hQi|l4  af^ 
terwMd$  ImYQ  oflSuwfl  io  retain  t^rn  iahis^rtice 
upon  signing  a  pledge.  What  security  Wa3  a  secret 
or  even  public  pledge  against  ^  deceiver  and  iw- 
postoj?      '.  , 

Result  of       Oiice  tlje  secret  advisers  pf  the  crowp  had  w  f*r 

1  n£  socrGC 

athssers  worke^  upoji  ^  Foyal  ipindy  a^  to  di^ini^s  the 
GrenvilleadtQini^tratiop,  qo  oliaqce  >vas  to  b^  left 
to  re|)entaac$  or  retractation.  Therefore  the  twa 
most  prominent  of  th^  pr6suQ>ed  advisers  I#Qfd$ 
Eldon  and  Hawkeshury^  obeyed  hi^  Majesty's  copn- 
mands,  comaianimted  to  them  thrpugh  the  I^ke 
of  Cumberland,  iu  setting  off  for  Win^or  Ai 
seven  o'clock  in  tli^  morj^ing  of  the  l9tih  of  Mar<:h ; 
tjiey  remained  tiiere  till  tl)r^e  pcjpck  iq  the  ftfter^ 
noon,  and  then  returned  to  London  tp^  the  DMJt*  ^f 
Portla^idf  who  was  too  iufiifn  eveq  to  Mavd  to 
Windsor;  withv^pecial  instri^ctioi^  to  advii^^  with 
his  Grace  upon  tlje  ibrmation  of  a  new  admini^tra^ 
tion :  directing  his  Grace  at  the  same  tii^ie  to  tak^ 
for  his  guidance  tlxs  advice  and  opinion  of  Xi<?rd 
Lowthev  and  l^ord  JVIeiville*  LoKd  Oiatham  was 
also  brought  up  tVom  Harwich  and  consulted  upon 
the  final  arrangements*  On  the  3Sd  of  Mardi« 
Lord  Eu^t^n  presented  a  petition  from  the  Cliaa- 
cellor,  Master  a$id  $cholai*s  of  the  Uuivei'sity  of 
Cambridge  against  tlie  bill  tbr  allowing  persons  of 
every  religious  persuasion  to  enter  into  t\\t  army 
and  navy^    Tliei  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
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tabto^}  trheit  Mr.  Dickenson  <TDse !».  ojppoae.  it :  I)at  J^ 
l^vevimisly.  caUeoh  tipon .  Lacd:  Howick  loialbinn  the 
House^  wbedifr.  be  ^rarie;  as  yet  arattho^iseidi  ioiwm^ 
wanicate  Iiis  jDcascnid  fob  having  pafttpoiied  die  2d 
reaiding  of  the  hili^  HbLordship  anshr^md  }tt  the 
negative.  At  the  same  time,  he  was  free  to  de- 
dbir«»  tba^;  although  he  hii^^tbeii  recek^ed  ImMa^r 
jesty's  commands  to  deliver  up  his  seals,  his  Ma^ 
jesrl;3f  J^i^d  thought  propey  to  s(&nd  for  persons,  npt 
employed  as  his  servants,  who  were  then  actually 
eiigkged  in  forming  arrangements  for^a  new  admi- 
:pistration;  The  eclaircissements  and  minutia  of 
the  cabinet  tactics  forced  frpm  the  mouths  of  the 
parties  in  thi^  most  extraordinary  contest  for 
power,  furnish  more  knowledge  and  evidence  of 
th$  system,  -lAiaH  all  the  historical  documents  from 
the  reign  of  Alfred  to  the  establishment  of  the 
doubly  refined  management  of  the  court  and  se- 
"Wlie  by  $ii*  Robert  Walpokt  The  Esposh  made  by 
Lord  Grenville  in  the  Lords,  and  by  Lord  How- 
i*kc  in'  the-  Gdnhmons  on  the  same  day  forms  a 
most  instri^ctive  and  important  lesson  upon  the 
s^tematic  use. lately  made  of  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters. 4fter  the  King  had  declared  his  intention 
of  forming  a  new  administration,  and  had  actually 
anointed'  some  of  his  new  servants  on  the  26th  of 
March,  Lord  Hawkesbury  proposed  an  adjourn- 
i^ieQt  for  some.oays,^  in  order  to  complete  the  new 
arrangements*,  when  Lord  Grenville  rose,  and  af- 

*  Tbe  nt^w  ixiioist9r#  were  appointed  on  several  days  :  for  the 
Mrangemeats.^Quld'not  he  so  h»$tjly  settled,  as  the  system  was 
anxious  to  get  rid  oftbo  Whif  4)r  independent  part  of  the  old 
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^^^'^'  tcr  having  pointed  to  the  particular  situation,  in 
whidi  the  govemmeht  of  the  country  then  stood, 
he  remarked,  that  when  about  six  years  before  he 
and  other  servants  of  his  Majesty  had  retired  from 
office,  they  did  it  without  explaining  their  motives : 

ministry.    It  was  then  cons'^ered  at  an  end,  and.  the  nqw  ap- 
pointm«ats  oomm^iiced  to  be  made  on  the  next  daj-,  viz. 

On  the  25th  of  March.     Earl  of  Westmoreland  to  be  Lord  Priry 

Seal. 

Lord  Hawkesbory,  Secretary  of  Stale 

for  the  Hdme  l)epartment. 

Lord  Vise.  Castlereagh,  do.  Colony  and 

War  Department. 

Geo.  Canning,   Esq.  do.  for  Foreign 

AtTairs. 

On  the  £^,  do.  Earl  Camden,  Lord  President  of  the 

Privy  Council. 

Hon.  Spencer  Perceval^  Chancellor  of 

the  Exchequer. 

Earl  Batburst,  President  of  the  Board  of 

Trade. 

On  the  30lli«  do.  Right  Hon.  Geo.  Rose,  Vice  President. 

%\.  Duke  of  Portlatidy 

^        Right  Hon.  S.  Perceval, 

Marquis  of  TSchfield,      V^l5  ** 
.    *,  I      xreasury. 

Hon.  W,  Elliott,  *  ^ 

Wm.  Sturges  Bourne, 

Eail  Chatham,  Mastec  Geueral  of  the 

Ordnance, 
Sir  Jaqaes  Pulteney,  Secretary  at  War. 
April  I.  Lord  Eklon,  Lord  High  Chancellor  of 

Great  Britain. 
Dttke  of  Richmond,  Lieut.  Gen.  and 

Gen.  Governor  of  Ireland. 
Duke  of  Moaferosei  Master  of  the  liorse 

to  hia  Majesty. 
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the  consequence  was,  that  great  wifirepreaeptetipn  ^^^'^• 
took  place,  and  tlieir  character?  si»ftfef?d  KB^fili. 


*  t 

April  3.  Lord  Mul^i^ve,  "s 

Admiral  Gambier, 
Adm.  Sir  R.  Btckerton, 


fl^ords    C^qi- 
Wm.  Mukttow  Hope,  >     "^'^'"^^^ 


»<*!.  Ward,  ftq.         1      miralty. 


i       of  the  Ad 

JLok)  Vise.  P^iliQfpr^MNi,  1 
James  Buller,  £|s(j .        J 
Right  Hod.  R.  Dundas.  President  of 
the  Board  of  ControoL 
-  EarlCaiDden^  , 

'  I^  lUiivlfiesbiiry, 
*  LgrdVi^c.  Ca9tler^h| 

Geo.  Camiing,  £s^ 
Duke  of  Portland,        ^ 
Spencer  PercevaU 
Locd  i4>i}¥ainB» 

Right  Hon.  T.  WaJlw 
Geo.  Johnstone,  Es^.      J 
Lord  B.  Somerset,    "j^ Joint  Paymas- 
Charles  Long,  Esq*  y     ters. 
Apfil^  1ft.  Geo.  Rooe,  Traatiirer  df  the  Navy. 

J  4.  Biwoa  ^Qtt^p,  fPi«fm<)  Lclrd-  Maniiers 

9nd  Chancellor  of  JLreland. 
Earl  x>f  Chichester,  •  Post  Master  Ge- 
^  '   neral. 

^^  Hoskinsoii,  Esq. )  ^^^"^  ^''''^^' 
Hon  RWellesley,    f     'f  *^  *^^ 

^r  Wm.  Gr^^jt,  M^ister  of  the  Rolls. 
Sir  VicaryGibbs,  Attorney  peneral. 
Wm.  Plutner,  Esq.  Solicitor  General. 
Sir  A.  WeHesley,  Chief  Secretary  to 

the  Lord.Lieuteoant. 

«  • 
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1807     Jq  prevent  siniiikr  effects,  lie  spoke  to  the  general 
subject  nearly  as  follows. 
larfiQreor      On  thfce  qucstions  only  did  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr. 
poseofh\s    Fox  agree  during  the  course  of  their  long  political 
"  !    '    lives.    Tliese  were  tbe.sinking  fund,  the  abolition 
'  of  the  slave  trade,  and  what  is  called  the  Catholic 
question.   Two  of  these  had  Been  carried ;  the  first 
as  soon  as  it  was  proposed,  and  the  second  after 
.  great  delay,  and  having  to  encounter  every  species 
of  artifice  and  misrepresentation.     The  third  rested 
upon  such  grounds  of  justico  and  policy,  that  he 
could  not  conceive  how  any  one,  who  understood 
the  interests  of  the  country  could  oppose  it.     On 
a  former  occasion,  he  had  sacrificed  objects  of  am- 
bition and  gratification,  and  he  was  ready  to  make 
such  sacrifices  again.  He  did  it  upon  the  principle, 
that  four  millions  of  subjects  were  to  be  goverueid 
by  conciliation  and  kindness,  and  not  by  intore- 
ranee  and  exclusion.     Different  overtures  were  af* 
terwards  made  to  him  for  his  assistance.     His  an^ 
swer  invariably  was,  that  his  Sovereign' might  com- 
mand his  services,  but  he  never  would*  relinquish 
the  privilege  of  speaking  his  mind  on  the  question, 
Au  opportunity  afterwards  arose,  when  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland  wished  to  have  their  case  taken  into 
consideration.     They  did  him  the  honor  of  select- 
ing him'  to  present  their  petition,  which  he  wil- 
*      lingly  accepted.     Upon  the  event  of  the  motion, 
which.he  then  made,  it  was  not  necessary  for  him 
^to  trouble  the  House  with  any  observations.     The 
majority,  who  rejected  it,  could  not  have  been  un- 
derstood, as  having  given  a  lasting  pledge,  that 
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they  would  never  accede  to  it.    Some  months  after    1807/ 
that,  the  country  was  deprived  of  the  great  States- 
man, who  then  was  at  the  head  of  his  Majesty's 
<5ouncil8.     The  I^ing  sent  for  him,  under  the  im- 
pression, that  he  might  be  useful,  not  in  supplying 
the  loss  of  that  great  man,  for  that  was  impossible, 
but  in  forming  another  administration.    In  form- 
}n$C  timt  administration,  he  did  recommend  such 
persons,  as  he  considered  to  entertain  sentiments^ 
most  congenial  to  the  constitution,  most  of  whom 
were  known  to  be  friends  to  thje  principle  of  grant- 
ing every  indulgence  to  the  Catholics.  When  tliey 
were  known  ta  entertain  such  sentiments,  could 
be  conceive,  that  they  would  be  called  upon  to  ex- 
ercise their  duty  in  any  other  mode  than  the  cofi- 
stitutton  required,  which  was  in  the  words  of  their 
oath^  to  give  ^^ full,  fair,  and  open  counsel  to  their 
Sovereign,'*  and  to  advise  hini  upon  all  occasions,  to 
the  best  of  their  judgments  f  No  idea  was  ever 
liolden  out  to  them,  that  there  was  any  objection 
to  the  concessions  in  favour  of  the  Catholics.    Far 
from  it.    Within  these  few  days  even,  he  had  au- 
thority to  say,  that  they  came  into  council  with 
their  judgments  unfettered.  He  would  at  the  same 
time  acknowledge,  that  it  was  not  their  intention 
to  press  any  measui*e  of  that  nature,  except  neces- 
sity reciuired  itr     He  cHd  entertain  hopes,  that  such 
a  degree  of  satisfaction  might  l)e  given  to  the  Ca- 
tholics by  his  Majesty's  representative  in  Ireland ; 
lie  did  hope,  that  they  would  find  tliat  security  in 
the  constitution  of  the  cabinet,  tl^at  they  would 

not  think  it  necessary  to  stir  the  question.     His 

t>  t  0 
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1807.    oi>ject,  ami  the  ol^ct  of  those,  who  acted  with 
hiiDy  \W8  to  knrt  together  aU  classes  of  his  Majes^ 
ty'a  sulyects  in  that  country  by  a  mild  and  concili* 
atory  goverameQt.     He  entertained  hopes^   ths^ 
such  a  system  would  supersede  the  necessity  ofagi- 
tating  the  questioa^  particularly  when  it'was  knowta 
there  Were  ob^tions  to  it  in  a  certain  quarter,  that 
it  would  be  stroAgly  opposed  in  Parliament^  and 
that  there  wad  mt  any  rprospiect  of  success  for  a 
considerable  time^     Acjcordingly  they  toqk  mea- 
sures, to   prevent   the   i;evivat  of   the  que^ion^ 
and  tliey  succeeded  Idsst  year^    Some  symptoms, 
h£i\«cever^  o£  ,  that ,  disturbed  state,  which  ip  his 
opinion  could  be  best  prevented  by  that  ]^easure, 
^        brcike  out.    -To  the  hoiKH* .of  the  noble  Duke.'  who 
represented  his  Majesty^  tljey  were  composed^  not 
byhavving.  recourse  to  harsh, measares,  but  by  civil 
justice  alone.     The  attention  of  ministers  was  sooa 
after. called  to  the  situation  of  IiekCnd^  by  the  re- 
•    -  presentation  of  those,  who  bad  the  best  means  of 
ascertaining  the  state  of  the  public  mind,  ^vl  that 
country; 
Lord  Gren-      If  thc  Irlsh,  law  werc  adoptedi  Iw  meant  the  Ia\jf 
mied!'^"^''  of  1753,  would  uot  tlic  English  Dissenter  have  a 
right  to  say,  "  Upon,  what  principle  of  justice  do 
*^  you  exclude  me, .  while  you  are  a  friend  to  the 
*'  Catholic  t"    ?or  hi^-  part  he  was,  so  much  a 
friend  to  both^  that  he  would  have  no  distinction 
made,  as  far  as  regarded  naval  or  military  employ- 
ment*    It  was  therefore  theiv  opinion,  that  if  any 
bill  were  brought  forward,  it  should  be  so  framed, 
as  tp  include  persons  of  all  religious  persuasion^ ; 


and  «ueh  w^a^hie  ppHipop,  tbat:bci  %  qMi  tbqi^iiit  ^  ^^ 
at  iie»9»aiaqF  to  9iib«nit  tliQ';inesuHir^  to  Im.^flMe- 
r«j^.  Inapdoipg,  thf  mQ3l#flriHpi>^us  ^«»re  1«m1 
Jieeu,  oteervted>  The  UrMlt  pf  the  .di^patoh  .tp  tlMe 
Xoid  lieuteqant,  relative  t^  th?  /ppRimupicatkin^^ 
wWefe  he  wa3  to  haye  jwrthtftie  Q»t^lip^,  W93  sjib- 
laiMed  to  his  Majesty,  4»d  m^%  iwjth  his  ^^pprpfoa^ 
tfon.     This  draft  recited,  j^hpt  :l)jr .  ^p;  w:t  <rf  thp 

Irish  Pariiainfeat,  |be :  awy  *pd  «*vy  ^WPije  laj^l 
open  to  the  peo{;le  of  that  qowtiy,  ^pd  did  ik^n 
proposie,  that  it  should  ♦be  ia  his  Majesty's  power. Ip 
.give  jcoojmigsionj^:  sM^jiect  to  .*  <;ertdin  Qajth.  Th*y 
pointed  out  thediflfercw:^  Ja^twcjep  the  larwof  J7S9, 
aod  that,  wloich  they  meant  to  pr^po^e;  ami  h|iv»Dg 
done  that,  they^  conceive4,  ti^git  they  h^d  49»ib  «iU, 
tlmt^wAs  neefc3$aiy.  -^fter  $ome  ol^ectiofis  hi^ 
'Majesty  gave  his  con^nt,  jthj»t  the  «ie^^i|ce  ^hoMlft 
be  proposed,  and^amhority  \|^as  giwp  to  the  JLofi4 
iLieuteaiant  to  co0in%uniQatie,  by  his  Secretary,  to 
the  heads  of  the  Catlwlics,  that  the  ar^wyr  and  |iavy 
should  be  opened  to  them.  Jn  that  i<itervie^,  it 
was  asked.  Whe titer  it  vi^i^e  intended,  that  the  re^ 
siariotiou  respecting  generals  on  the  sitftSf  should  be 
dotneaway  ?  And  it  \va3  ansvviered,  in  the  words  of 
^he  dispatch,  that  it  was.  Tlie  Ii.oixl  Lieutenant's 
dispatch,  stating  these  circumstances,  \vias  sent 
itohi^  Msyesty  for  his  perusal,  and  returned  with- 
out any  remark.  The  draft  of  another  dispatch^ 
iH-answerto  this,  was  also  sent  to  the  King,  and 
iiet^irned  without  comment  or  observation  of  any 
toind-  What  were  they  to  conclude  from  this,  but 
that  his  Majesty  appix>ved  of  those  dispatches? 
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y^^^  Was  it  possible  to  do  more  foT  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining his  opinion  ?  What  must  be  their  feel- 
ings then,  wh«i  they  saw  libels  circulated,  in  which 
it  was  asserted,  that  they  had  deluded  their  Sove- 
reign r  The'measure  was  proposed  by  Lord  How^ 
ick«  a  man  of  as  high  and  punctilious  honor  as 
c^- er  lived,  and  he  would  not  have  done  so,  if  he 
had  not  conceived,  that  he  bad  full  authority  to  do 
it.  .That  noble  person  came  from  the  conference 
with  a  perfect  conviction,  that  h§  bad  permission 
to  propose  it.  He  was  at  the  very  time  waiting  at 
'  the  door  to  be  admitted,  a^nd  Lord  Howick  told 
him  distrnclty  as  he  came  out,  that  lie  had  autho- 
rity to  propose  the  measure  to  vParliament.  He  liad 
an  interview  with  the  King  immediately  after,  at 
which  his  Majesty  did  not  mention  one  word  upon 
the  ^subject :  nor;  indeed,  was  there  a  word  ^aid  to 
his  Majesty  about  it.  He  would  ask  their  JLordsb.ips. 
Whether  the  circuQ>stances  be  mentioned  did  not 
authprize  the  conclusion  he  had  drawn  from  them  ? 
The  business  Was  accordingly  opened  by  Lord 
Howick  on  Wednesday  the  4tb  of  March ;  and  it 
Avas  not  until  the  Uth,  that  he  understood  some 
misconception  existed.  On  that  day  he  learned 
they  had  been  mistaken,  and  that  his  iKJ^jesty's 
consent Vould  be  withheld .  Nothing  moje  passed 
tlian  expressions  of  disapprobation  on  one  side,  and 
of  concern  on  the  other, 
Tipsoiation  Much  dlscussiop  toofc  pkcc  on  the  next  day 
I^^J'bmf'*'' among  those,  who  were  friendly  to  the  bill 
They  found  they  had  proposed  a  measure  not  agree- 
abje  to  his  Maje$.ty,  and  tliey  came  to  a  resalution^ 
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for  which  he  did  not  know  they  were  perfiecUy  ex^  ^^^ 
cusable,  to  withdraw  parts  of  the  bill,  and  to  sub- 
mit it  with  modifications.  They  proposed  to  his 
Majesty  to  be  allowed  to  modify  the  bill  to  that  of 
1793 :  a  proposal,  which  was  received  with  graci-* 
pus  condescension.  Upon  reflection,  they  found, 
that  the  difficulty  respecting  the  Dissenters  was 
insurmountable;  and  accordingly  tlicy  stated,  in 
writing,  that  as  they  could  not, alter  th^  bill  as 
they  wished,  they  requested,  that  they  might  be 
permitted  to  drop  it  altogetlier.  Perhaps  their 
Xiordships  would  think  they  had  gone  too  far  in 
coiisenting  to  drop  a  measure,  which  the)r  con- 
ceived necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  Empire*  His 
answer  was :  tliey  wished  to  accommodate;  their 
conduct  to  the  feelings  of  bis  Majesty.  The  mea- 
sure,* however,  was  before  Parliament,  where  it  le- 
ceivied  the  warm  approbation  of  many  persons, 
and  it  was. out  of  their  power  to  stop  the  discus- 
sion. It  was  not  to  be  expected,  that  it  would  be 
allowed  to  drop  without  discussion,  and  without^ 
ministers  being  called  upon  to  account  for  their 
conduct  Had  they  allowed  the  bill  to  drop,  still 
the  flieasure  would  come  before  Parliament  in  an- 
other shape,  ami  they .  would  be  obliged  to  explain 
themselves,  and  state  why  the  same  conciliating 
policy,  which  they  recommended  out  of  office,' 
was  not  folio  wed,  when  they  were  in.  They  there- 
fore felt  it  to  be  indispensnbly  necessary  (he  would 
use  the  very  words  they  employed)  humbly  to  / 
submit  to  his  Majesty  a  represcAtation  as  to  their 
jfuture  conduct,'   They  did  not  state,  that  they 


4W     •      -  fhi  RdgH  of  ^Hio^gt  III. 

^^^^  wtist  rrt*rvfe  tb  thettiSelvfci  tlie  liberty  of  Bubmit* 
titig  tt  his  Mdje^y  ^u6fa  iMisore^,  ks  they  thouj^bt 
fe€teifeary  with  tt^6ct  td  the  CsitbbUw,  but  of 
iubmiltittg  thtiA  tb  hi^-  Mijerty  foir  hii  decilftMi. 
Th^y  ab6  itsetVfed  thfe  privilege  of  ex|)lamhig; 
jthfeiti^dves,  whfeifeVfer  tfeis  stibject  himM  be  brought 
bfefofe  !?lirH&iWent.  The  ttk^tr  Mras  a  gf acious  ac- 
tcptamie  of  What  th^y  had  "propos^d^  hdcottipatiied 
^.  With  4n  expressioti  of  ii^gret,  that  any  neceis^ity 
shoiltd  ati^e  for  avowing  such  6pitiio«i5  to  Parlia* 

/'  tntnt. 
uoconiititu-  To  thtir  ^tter  ^stonishtaciit>  howev^,  they  wcte 
p'Sede.  soon  after  tailed  upon  to  give  a  Wttlte*  ^>tedge, 
"^**^*  that  no  futtlier  cotice^bion  to  the  Catholics  should 
be  ptoposed.  A  ittot'e  paii^llil  condition  Goold  iMt 
have  been  imposed  u'poq  ^ny  set  of  meii.  Wfeat 
would  be  thdt  sittmtioD,  if  they  Vvef  e  to  b^  bcnrnden 
by  theiv  oaths,  atid  fettered  kt  the  sai¥i?  tiftie  by  a 
><^ritteYi  etigageiuttit?  Wef?  they  to  will>ljold  t^ 
advice,  Whidh  Ihey  might  deem  ttefcessary "  foF  thfe 
IkM^y  ri^y  rite  very  existence  of  iHie  ekn^ire  ? 
-What  \:^biAd  bft  the  ^effect  upoia  the  <onstitutiiD^  ? 
Could  it  «3dst>  if  sM^}  a  priiftciplj^J  w^re  ^recognized, 
as  that  ttiinistel^  Svere  acting  upon  k  «frit*^«i  ^\$dge 
r)f' the tiature  "he  had  stated?  SivpfifOse  the  exist- 
ence of  Iietaitd  at  stake,  and,  ttiinist«r«  were  called 
fipon  to  account  for  their  ^iWhfduct,  \ws  he  to.  juV 
tify  hi'tnetf.  by  sayi^ig,  "Oh  !•  that  cbrbi?i;  was 
'>  torn  out  pf  tire  map  o!'  the  Empire,  \<rhich  was 
\*  committed  to 'by 'ke'epdng."  Would  not  the  te- 
cogni tion  of  svich  a  pil-ncij^  Sfrilae  ^t  thj  veiy  foo^ 
of  the  ecinstitutioii,  otetlutto  the  maxim,  M  IFhat 
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•'  the  KitgciiQ  dQ  ^o  wrong,  but  that  his  minis- 
^'  terd  could/'  and  ir^-^stablish  that  monstrous  and 
diabolical  principte,  by  wh?ch  a -Sovereign  was 
brought  to  the  bar  of  hi^  subjects,     He  would  not 

• 

take  up  vf^t  of  Iheir  Lordship's  time*  When  it 
pleased  his  Majesty  to  ca.U  him  to  his  councils,  he 
accepted  the  invitation,  not  as  a  matter  of  enjoy* 
ment,  but  as  a  m^ter  of  duty.  He  would  assure 
bis  successors  whatever  they  might  tlrirvk,  that 
they  laeither  came  to  "  a  bgd  of  roses/'  nor  .have 
they  left  one  biehind  theoa.  As  to  Irelajpd,  lie 
would  say,  that  if  any  other  sy&tem  was  adopted 
there,  than  that  which  wa?  so  happily  pursued  by 
by  his  noble  friend  ;near  him  (Loi;d  Haidwicke) 
and  Hv^  noble  P,uke,  who  ^ucc^^ded  liiiu,  that 
<;ountry  vfoukl  b/5  in  immipuse  danj*;er.  Jf  even 
those  religious  anjmosities.  were  revived,  which 
had  produced  &ucli,cxti;^oj:diaaiy  exertions  of  the 
^thority  of  government,  if.  wouki,  he  feared,  be 
i^\pos5ible  again,  to  allay  audr  compos^;  them.*' 

*•  Although  no  (Jebate  ensued  upon  this  Expose  juf  Lord  Grett- 
Tilie's,  yet  Lord  Hawkesbury  said  some  words, i¥ hi ch,  threw -consW 
dei:able  light  upon  the  history,  but  shed  no  lustre  upon  the  honour 
and  consisjL^Qcy  of  Mr.  PJtt,  who.  to  regain  his  situation,  volun- 
teered that  very  pledge,  which  LordT^reiiviJle  and  his  colleagues 
nobly  declined^  when  caiM  upon  by  theip  Sovereign  to  subscribe, 
*,«  As  Lord  Grenville  had  mentioned  what  he  conceived  to  be  the 
*'  line  of  his  duty,  by  instancing  the  conduct  of  that  great  man, 
"  Mr,  Pitt,  vk'ho,  when  he  went  out  of  office,  on  this  very 
•'  question,  yet  on  his  return,  ^id  voluntarily  state,  that  he 
"  never  would  brin^:  the  subject  again  under  his  Royal  conside- 
**  ration.  Whence  did  this  disposition  drise,  but  from  a  laudable 
**  attention  to  the  conscientious  feelings  of  his  Sovereign.  He 
**  did  not  state  this  %yith  any  view^of  casting  the  smallest  re-r 
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^J^I;j^  On  the  same  day  ;ifter  Mr.  Huskisson  had  inov- 
j/rrd  How-ed  -in  the  IImi*e  Of  Commons;  that  they  should 
^oie.  adjourn  to  tlie  Wednesday  se^nnight.  Lord  Howick 
addressed  the  Speaker  in  a  very  impressive  man- 
ner; he' prefaced  the  explanatioft,  which  he  had 
promised  on  the  preceding  evening,  with  several 
observations,  which  were  nearly  similar  to  tliose 
made  by  Lord  Grenville,  and  then  spoke'nearly  ay 
follows  :  **  Sir,  it  is  neither  in  my  nature,  nor  in 
my  hiibits,  to  shrink  from  tlie  examination  of  my 
life,  but  I  am  induced  t^  this  alternative,  either  to 
submit  txi  have  thje  public  mind  prejudiced  by  re- 
ports and  misrepresentations,  supported  by  partial 
extracts  from  confidential  papers,  or,  in  the  absence 
of  those,  who  cannot  now.be  present,  to  do  that, 
which  justice  to  myself  and  to  my  colleagues  im- 
periously calls  upon  me  to  do.  By  a  fair,  open, 
and  manly  exposition  of  every  part  of  tlie  late 
transactions,  to  afford  tlie  only  antidote  against 
the  mlschievcxus  effects  of  those  garbled  statements 
and  wiltul  misrepresentations.*     Under  such  cir- 

*'.  proath  on  Lorrl  C»renvillc^  whose  conduct  was  diflereut,  but  to 
/  shew  the  regard,  which  a  great  miaister  hail  jiaiA  to  the  wishes 
**  of  his  King,  on  a  question  which  mvolved  scruples  of  con- 
'^•■.  science  in  the  Royal  breast/*' 

•  In  a  subsequent  debate  on  the  r5tl>  of  April,  upon  Mc. 
Lyttleton's  motion,  which  will  be  noticed  hereafter.  Lord  Castle- 
rcagh  explicitly  admitted  that  ''  What  genrleraen  had  seen  of 

the  documents  connected  with  this  transaction,  had  been  pro- 
*  duced  by  the  permission  of  his  Majesty ^  which  permission  had 

been  solicited  by  his  Majesty's  confidential  servants,  in  con* 
"  sequence  of  tbeir  knowledge,  that  these  niinme^  had  been. 
'*  communicated  to  /uo  individuak»  riot  members  of  the  cabinet^  nor 
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cumstances,  Sir,  it  i%,  im^ssible  in  tlic  falfilment  ^  ^^ 
of  my  duty  to  m}'sclf,  to  my  coUea^es,  to  the 
House,  and  to  the  country,  to  suffer  such  a  period 
to  elapse  before  I  make  this  explanation,  as  must 
necessarily  intervene,  ere  the  persons,  to  whom  I 
have  alluded,  can  resume  their  seats  in  Parlianient. 
Their  absence,  however,  will  have  this  effect ;  it. 
will,  induce  roe  to  confine  myself  as  closely  as  pos- 
sible to  a  dry  statement  of  facts*  It  is  well  l^nown, 
Sir,  that  when  the  late  administration  was  formed, 
it  contained  in  it  many  members,  whose  opinions 
and  principles  o.n  what  is  termed  the  Cath'olic  ques- 
tion had  been  recently  manifested  in  that  most  au- 
thentic way*  in  which  the  opinions  and  principles 
of  piiblic  men  pah  l>e  manifested,  by  their  speeches 
and  vote9  in  parliament.  They  came  into  admi- 
nistration, thereforCf  with  a  general  knowle%ige  of 
those  principles  and  opinions  ;  for  certainly -no  exr 
pectation  could  have  beejn  entertained,  that  those 
persons,  whose  characters  were  sufficiently  kuown, 
would  be  willing,  for  the  sake  of  any  eoiisidera* 
t^Qn$  of  emohiment,  to  abandon  principles,  which 
they  had  so  lately  and  warmly  espoused.  No  such 
requisition  was  proposed  ^to  them  ;  if  it  had,  it 
would  h^vc  been  inciinil^ent  on  them,  iu  support  of 
their  honor,  s^nd  I  am  sure,  that  they  would  have 
felt  it  strongly  to  bje  their  duty  then,  as  now, 
to  decline  office.  While  I  assert,  that  the  senti- 
ments of  |he  greater  part  of  tlic  members  of  the 
Ic^te  administration  oti  this  subject  were  \VeIl  kuown 

"  fif  his  Majesty's  prlty^  council,'*     Such  br^ch   and  abuse  of 
cabinet  secrets  commaud  deep  reflection. 
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^^^^  On  tiicir  coming  iiito  power,  I  do  aaot  |)reteiid  to 
deny,  that  the  difficulties, :.wbicli  existed  in  the 
iviiy.of  ally  farther  conccifiiaia.  to  the  Catholics  Df 
England  aml'InelaiKl  wdtealso  well-klioWD.  But 
4s  they  came  iato  office  QBfetteped,  and  free  to 
otter  thejr  advice  oa  this  important  ^quesdon/  so 
also,  I  will  answer  for  every  individual  of  tiiem, 
they  came  into  o(tike-  arith  a  aincdre  dbsire,  while 
they  adhered  to  tbeJr  princSpfes;  to  ^void  every 
subject;  tliat  mig-ht  prove  repugnant  to  those*  feel- 
iHgs,  whiG^i  they  were  Jbomid,  by  every  motive  of 
duty,  of  afiection,  ^andcif  attachment,  to  respeet'w 
This  was  the  state  (>f  the  case ;  their  optiiiftds  on 
the  Catholic  (Question  were' welt  known;;  but  they 
Jioped,  by  a  conciliatory  mode  of  -  government  to 
keep  the  question  at  rest.  'Fdt  a  long  time  no  dif- 
ficulty ocourreJ ;  at  length,  towards  tl*e  end  of 
last  year,  sdmie  circumstances  took  place .  in '  the 
West  of  Irifland,  tb^  naost'vakiabfe,'~and'(l  mudi 
fear)  the  most  vulnerable  pare  of  the  empire,  which 
called  iqx>n  hU  Majesty's  ministers  for  attention, 
and  which  frtmngly  excited  the  awxiety,  tl>at  such 
circumstances  must  iiaturaflly  excite.  IPnwilling 
to  use  that  foi-ce,  which,  but  two  d^ys  after  tht? 
meeting  of  thi^Pariiame«ty  was  strongiy  recom-^ 
mended  by  a  p^soii  in  that  Hf>Lise'(Mr;  IVrceval^ 
wJio  was  too  impatient  to  wait  for  tlie  operation  of 
tlje  more  lenient  measuiJes,  his  Majesty's -minister^ 
Inyped  (and  tlut  hoj>e  waJ*  gratified)  to  reduce  the 
spirit  of  distiirbanoe,  that  had  been  manifested,  by 
a  vigdK)us  exertion  of  the  power  of  the  laws  aloiie, 
without  resorting  to  any  intemperate  proceedings. 
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«  • 
TbU  occurrence,  howtver,  paturaUy  led  to  the  cou-     ^^^*^'  • 

sideration  of  some  .measure,  which  might  at  once 
give  satls&ction '  to  the  j>eople  of  Ireland,  and 
strengthen  the  mea;ns  and  policy  of  the  Empire. 
Various  were  the  propositions,  .thai  \^re  agitated 
in  the  cabinet.  Uut.  that. .  wiiich  was  deemed  to  be 
the  most  advantageotils,  was  what  I  had  the  honor 
of  i^commending  to  the  adoption  of  this  House. 
It  appeared  to  us  cali^akited  to  be  highly  beneficial 
to  the  Etapire  4t  large,  by  affbrdiog-  the  means  of 
racruitiDg^  to  thegit^atestpo^ibleextenty  tliearmy 
alid.  tile  nayy^  from  ^which  so  many  persons '  arc 
now  exdaded  by  what  we  conceive  to  be  weak  and 
ill  understood  policy^  it  appeaii;ad  to  us  ealculat^ed 
to  be  highly  beneficial  to  Ireland  f<^^  the  reasons, 
which  I  have  before  stilted  in  this  H6use,  as  tend- 
ing to  traitqailltze  that  couMry,  by  holding  out 
to  tl)e  gentry,  the  p«:o$peot  of  rising  in  the  military 
and  naval  services,  and  .thus  attaching  them  to  this 
country  ;  ^tid.also  by  affording  a  vent  to  the  per- 
baps,  sttperabundaut  .population  of  Ireland,  and 
thus  drawing  from  tlie  .s<^t)roes  of  discontent,  the 
iheans  of  strength. and  union.  While  this  measure 
was  under  the  consideration  of  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters, letterfii  were  received  from  the  Lord  Lietue- 
nant  of  Irelaud,  in  which  -lais  Grace  stated,  that  a 
dis))08ition  liad  arisen  among  the  Catholics,  to  pro- 
secute the  claims,  which  they  hail  so  lately  and  so 
unsuccessfully  urged  in  the  IrHpciial  Parliament.  I 
was  the  known  supporter  of  those  claims,  but  I 
could  not  avoid  considering  the  prosecution  of 
them>  at  that  moment,  as  most  impolitic.    As  far 
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^8^/7  as  my  private  opinion  \vcnt,  J  did  strongly  recom- 
mend the  discontinuance  of  any  such  attempt. 
The  impartial  measul-e  riien  under  contemplation 
appeared  admirably  suited  to  induce  that  discon- 
tinuance, atid  that  discontinuance  was  effected. 
Sucli,  Sir,  \Vere  our  inducements  of  policy  and 
principle. 

But  \re  had  also  another  inducement:  we  did 
eciifcino^s  hope,  that  the  limited  measure  w(/uld  not  encpun- 
TnmteSr  ter  the  opposition,  to  which  we  xi^ell  Icnew  the  ge* 
W^^iigts.  „^|^j  question  was  exposed.  In  reverting  to  the 
act  of  the  Irish  Parliament  of  1793,  we  found, 
tiiat  a  plerlge  Imd  been  given  by*  the  highest  ser- 
vants of  the  Crow^ji,  that  a.  similar  measure  would 
be  brought  forward  in  this  country.  This  was  re* 
corded  in  the  Secretaiy  of  State's  oifices  by  a 
dispatch  from  Lord  Hobart,  \n  which  he  distinct* 
ly  stated  the  fact.  This  becoming  a  question, 
not  of  policy  alone,  but  also  of  good  faith,  we 
did  hope,  that  the  limited  measure  might  receive 
tile  assent  and  approbation  of  what,  on  the  more 
general  question,  we  were  awaitJ, there  was  no 
hope;  and  which,  general  question  we  therefore 
sittdieusly  avoided.  On  tliese  grounds,  the  mca- 
I  stue,  that  I  had  tlie4ionor  of  introducing  into  the 
House,  was  subnvitteil  to  his  Majesty.  A  detailed 
dispatch,  which  I  wish  it  wa«  in  nvy  |>owcr  to  lay 
upon  the  table,  was  \yritten  to  the  Lord  Lieute»> 
nanc  of  Ireland,  statins:  explicitly  the  motives  of 
thihj  measure,  and  this  detailed  dispatch  was^  sent 
fo  his  Majesty,  accompanied  l>y  a  cabinet  minister. 
Vtom  that  first  proposition,  his  Majesty  certainly ' 
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expressed  a  strong  dissent.  On  that  dissent  bav-  ^8<''- 
^g  been  made  known  to  tbem, '  the  cabinet  deli- 
berated, and  the  result  was,  a  respectable  repre- 
sentation to  his  Majesty  of  the  grounds,  on  which 
they  thought  tlxe  measure  expedient:  To  those 
representations  waS  returned  an  answer,  in  whicli 
his  Majesty, \,  with  consy^rable  reluctance,  un- 
questionably signified  his  assent;  certainly  with 
reluctanee }  but  it  was  a  positive  assent.  Under 
the  sanction  of  that  assent,  the  dispatch  was  sent 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  At  a  conference  with 
some  of  the  Catholics  in  Ireland,  Mr.  Elliott,  the 
Secretary  of  State,  informed  them  of  the  separate 
measure,  which  it  was  intended  to  propose.  Some 
discu.<sion  ensued ;  and  to  a  question  from  a  Mr. 
O'Connor,  whether  every  rank  in  the  aimy  wefie  to 
be  open  to  the  Catholics,  or  whether  they  were 
still  to  be  precluded  from  tlie  staff)  Mr.  Elliotts 
answer  was,  that  as  the  words  of  the  dispatch  im- 
plied, that  the  Catholics  would  be  allowed  tp  hold 
any  commissions  in  the  army,  on  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance,  he  conceived  that  tlie  -staff  was  in- 
cluded. A  dispatch  containing  a  special  account 
of  this  conference,  was  sent  to  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernmerit  at  home,  and  soon  after  a  second  dis- 
patch, in  which  it  was  stated,  that  the  subject 
had  been  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  gene- 
ral meeting  of  the  Catholics,  by  whom,  notvvith 
standing  tlie  doubts,  that  had  been  incidentally 
thrown  out,  it  was  understood,  that  every  military 
situation  was  to  be  rendered  accessible  to  tlicm. 
These  dispatches.    Sir,   containing  these  exp^idt 
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^s^''-  statements,  were  sent  to  his  Majesty  at  \V1ndsor, 
and  received  his  most  gracious  perusal  j  but  no  ob- 
jection whatever  was  then  made  by  his  M^esty  to 
the  measure,  to  which  they  related.  However, 
subsequently  to  this  period,  there  certainly  did  arise 
a  doubt,  whether  the  measure  had  been  distinctly 
understood  in  its  fullest  extent  It  is  only  fair  to 
say^  that  this  doubt  or^iated  with  some  members 
of  tlie  cabinet.  On  its  being  started,  I,  and  some 
others,  with  whom  I  had  the  honor  to  act,  were 
most  anxious,  that  it  should  be  completely  remove- 
cd,  before  the  inlroduclton  into  Parliament.  T 
have  always  considered,  that  a  minister  in  Parlla*- 
ment  acts  in  a  dquble  capacity ;  he  acts  as  a  minis- 
ter, and  hears  as  an  individual  member  of  Parlia- 
ment. He  may  introduce  or  support  .a  measujre 
unconnected  with  government  considerations.  Such 
was  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  propositions 
for  reform,  and  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade  ;  the  latter  of  which  has,  thank  God,  been  at 
last  effected,  and  is  a  measure  which,  if  there  were 
nothing  else  to  distinguish  the  late  government 
during  the  short  period,  that  it  had  existed,  will 
shed  on  it  suiFicient  lustre.  But  when  a  member 
of  administration  introduces  any  measure  as  a  mea- 
sure of  government,  it  is  most  clearly  his  duty  to 
be  previously  convinced,  that  he  lias  the  concur- 
rence of  the  cabinet,  and  the  sanction  of  ro3'al 
authority.  I  should,  indeed,  have  thought  my- 
sielf  reprehensible  in  the  highest  degree,  and  de- 
serving of  all  the  foul  reproach,  that  has  been  so 
lavishly  bestowed  upon  me,  had  I  introduced  the 
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hieaswres  which  T  did  introduce,  withdut  havttig   '  ^so^-' 
astertjiihed,  that  it   had  the  cbncuiteilC*  of  thib 
the  cabinet  and  the  sanctiott  of  the  King. 

I  have  befoi-e  stated,  that  a  doubt  spiting  li^  Further 
tvith  regard  to  the  latter:  it  was  tbereforb  deter- J^SeVs" 
that  I  (Lord  S|jencer  being  absent  on  adcount  of  p**^ 
ill  health)  should  Write  <a  dispatch  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Iceland,  incte^ittg  those  daiises  bf 
tlie  l>ill,  in  whith  tlie  proposed  nreasure  v^a$  Con- 
tained, and  restating,  iil  cbftftnhiity  to  tlie  sehti- 
tnents  in  the  dispafcli,  Whrch  bad  becii  settt  iii 
aaswer  to  the  comnuinication  6f  Mr.  tlliott^s  con- 
ft^ence,  that  every  cbmmis^ion  in  the  artiiy  Avas  to 
lie  open  to  the  Cathblies.     Itiis  dispatch  I  tvrotfe 
with  as  much  clearness,  as  it  Was  in  nqr  power  to 
tlo.    With  .these  clauses  it  Went  to  the  King  on 
Monday.     On  Tuesday  it  returned  fit)rn  Windsor, 
^v-tthout  the  lightest  hint  df  objefctron  on  the  part 
bi  his  Majesty;  and  ais  I  bairl  been  accustomed  to 
d6',  on  neceiving  the  royal  saUctiou,  I  immediately 
^rwarded  the  dispatch  to  Iceland.     In  the  mean 
time  objections  were  stated,  merely  in  point  of 
form,  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  this  measure 
by  clauses  in  the  Mutiny  Bill,  and  on  a  full  recon* 
siileratioti  of  the  subjecr,  it  Was  thought  better  to 
introduce  a  separate  bill.    On  Wednesday  I  attend- 
ed tUe  levee  at  St,  James's,  and  had  my  usual  au- 
dience bf  his  Majesty,    After  that  audience,  his 
Majesty  ehquired^  what  business  was  going  for- 
wai*d  that  day  in  the  House  of  Commons?  I  re- , 
plieil,'  that  the  Mutiny  Bill  was  to' pass  tlirbugh 
otte  of  its  stages,  and  eitplained  to  his  Majesty  the 
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^'^  reasons,  which  had  induced  me  to  embody  the 
clauses  for  allowing  the  Catholic's  admission  into 
th^  army  and  navy  in  a  separate  bill.     His  Majes- 
ty approved  of  the  change,  ^nd  then  asked  me, 
whether  thel)ill  were  the  same  as  the  Irish  bill  of 
l7l?3?  I  stated  J  n  what  the  ditference  consisted; 
observing,,  ths^t  it  had  been  fully  detailed  in  the  va- 
rious dispatches  previously  submitted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's inspection.     Here,  Sir,  I  must  acknowledge, 
that  his  Majesty  did  express  a  general  dtsiike  and 
disapprobation  of  the  measure ;  but  not  in  such  a 
hianner^  as  to  iiKluce  me  to  conclude,  that  the  re- 
luctant assent  originally  given  by  his  Majesty  was 
Avithdrawn,  and  that  I  was  not  empowered  to  in- 
troduce the;bill.     Wliat  confirmed  me  in  my  opi- 
nion was,  that  my  Lord  Grenville  had  a  subsequent 
audience  with  hij  Majesty,-  in  which  his  Majesty 
did  not  make  a  single  obftCfvation  on  the  bill.     On 
Thursday  or  Friday  (I  do  not  recollect  which)  I 
introduced  this  bill  into  the  House.     During  tlie 
whole  of  a  week,  although  I  had  various  communi- 
cations with  his  Majesty  on  other  subjects,*  his 
JMajesty  did  not  make  tlie  slightest  objection  tQ 
this  bill,   nor  was  any  intimation  on  the  subject 
received  from  his  Majesty,   untill  the  Wednesday 
following ;   at  which  time  I  was  precluded  from 
attending  my  duty  in. this  House  by  a  family  cala- 
mity,, when  his    Majesty    stated   decidedly    bis 
objections  to  any  e^ctension  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Irish  wt  of  I753.      From  that  moment,  wewerp 
convinced,  that  his  Majesty  had  misunderstood  the 
.subject;  or  rather,  I  was  convinced,   that, I  had 
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misunderstood  his  Majesty.  Having  unfortnftate^  \^^^Zt 
]y  introduced  the  measure  Jnt6  the  House  of  Com- 
mons^ in  the  belief,  that  I  was  sanctioned  to  do 
so  by  the  King,  I  inrmediately  suspended' any  fur- 
ther proceedings  on  the  bill,  demanded  an  audience 
of  His  Majesty  on  the  following  day,  and  convinc- 
ed him,  that  I  had  been  misled,  and  that  t  had 
misunderstood  those  gracious  expressions,  which 
lie  had  used  on  the  subject  on  a  former  occasion. 

^*  From  that  moment  it  became  the  most  anxious  Royal  ob- 
consideration  of  ministers  how  to  reconcile  their  LorlTHoi^- 
public  duty  with  their  respect  for  the  feelings  of '^'^''  ***^'" 
his  Majesty.  We  atteitopjed  to  correct  the  bill; 
but  the  objection  of  his  Majesty  was  so  extensive, 
that  we  found  it  was  impossible  so  to  modify  the 
.measure,  as  to  remove  that  objection,  and  at  the 
same  time  leave  it  eflScrently  Ii^neficiar.  In  this 
situation  we  preferred  abandonhig  the  bill  altoge- 
ther. In  doing  this.  Sir,  I  own^  that  I  made  a 
most  painful  sacrifice  of  all  personal  ftieliugs  to  my 
sense  of  public  duty:  but  this  is  a  sacrifice,  AVjiich^ 
however  painful,  I  trust  I  shall  never  hesitate  to 
make.  We  theriefore  offered  to  withdraw  the  billj 
but  at  the  saqie  time,  we  felt  thj^  necessity  of 
adding  something  to  thatotfer.  On  a  former 
occaision  a  desire  had  been  intimateft,  that  not|iing 
of  that  kind  should  in  futureJ^  pressed,  OHier 
intimations  had  been  made  of  a  similar  nature.  We, 
tliercforev  thought  it  right  to  reserve  to  ourselves 
the  power  of  expressing  our.  opinion,^  and  of  sug- 
gesting io  his  Majesty  any  future  measure,  that 
ipight  seem  to  us  expedient,  accompanied,  how- 
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1807.     ^ygr^  ^yj(j^  ^  respectful  declaration,  that  all   the 
members  of  the  cabinet  were  most  eager  to  contri- 
bute every  thing  in  their  power  to  his  Majesty's 
personal  ease  and  comfort.     This  part  of  our  pro- 
ceeding, Sir,  has  beeti  most  shamefully  misrepre- 
sented to  the  public.     In  falsely  stating,  that  we 
wishetl  to  reserve  to  ourselves  the  rrght  of  pressing 
this  subject  on  his  Majesty  ia  future,  it  has  been 
omitted,  that  our  only  risk  was  to  submit  any  mea- 
sure to  his  Majesty's  revision  ;  it  was  omitted,  that 
we  assured  his  Majesty  of  our  earnest  desire  to  re- 
gard his  personal  ease  and  comfort.     Sir,  in  what 
situation  sliould  we  have  been  placed,  had  we  not 
retained  the  right  of  expressing  oor  sentiments  ? 
The  bill  introduced  by  us  must  be  withdrawn.     I 
certainly  felt,  that  without  exposing  his  Majesty's 
opinion,  I  might  4iave  assigned  sufficient  reasons 
for  withdrawing  the  bill,  on  account  of  the  oppo^ 
sition,  which  had  been  made  to  it;  but.  Sir,  was  it 
passible,  consistently  with  mine  honor,  and  con- 
sistently with  my  sense  of  duty  to  my  coJleagues, 
f  hat  I  could  refrain  from  declarhig  my  own  senti- 
luents  upon  it  ?  Besides,  in  withdrawing  this  mea- 
Hue,  we  had  actually  to  look  to  a  Catholic  pcti- 
Hon,  and  to  the  pressing  the  general  cjuestion  with 
uiore  eagerness  tl>an  ever,  on  ilie  consideration  of 
.Parliament;     His  Majesty  in  reply,  expressed  \\\% 
;»atisfaetion  at  the  detisrence  we  had  shewn  hin^, 
hut  required  us  to  withdraw  the  other  part  of*  our 
stateiiient,  and  to  give  an  assurance  in  writi»g^ 
not  only,  that  w«  would  never  again  propose  th€ 
measure  in  question,  but  also,  that  we  would  never 
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projjose  atiy  measure  connected  with  it.  As  far  as  ^^^^• 
personal  motives  operated  jn  this  demand,  I  am 
convinced,  that,  they  were  of  the  purest  descrip- 
tion. For  during  the  short  time,  tlut  I  had  the 
liQOor  of  being  in  his  M^esty's  service,  I  have 
iiad  frequent  opportuuitles  of  reaurking  his  Ma- 
jesty^s  gracious  and  benevolent  affectbn  for  bis 
people,  and  the  anxious  desire,  by  which  lie  is 
urged  to  promote  their  welfare*  As  far,  therefore. 
Sir,  as  his  Majesty  was  personally  concerned,  I 
can  have  no  doubt,  tliat  In  this  demand  be  was  ac- 
tua^ed  by  the  most  honorable  and  conscientious 
motives  alone.  But  neither  I,  nor  any  of  n^y  coU 
leagues  being  able  to  assent  to  this  requisition, 
we  stated  to  his  M^j^sty  tlie  impossibility  pf  otir 
complying  with  it,  Tli«  next  day  bis  Majesty,  in 
the  same  gracious  manner,  that  we  have  been  ac- 
customed to  experience  from  him^  informed  us, 
thatt  he  must  look  out  for  Ujew  servantSi,  Two 
days  afterwards  I  was  authorised  to  state  this  cir- 
cumstance to  the  House,  at^d  on  Tuesday  last  hia 
Majesty  signified  hisr  pleasuitr,  that  we  should  re- 
sign our  offices  next  ds^y,  This  is  ^  statemeat  of 
the  whole  transaction,  as  far  as  it  can  he  stated^ 
without  a  reference  to  the  various  documents,  t|^;| 
I  have  desa*ibed,  I  much  wish,  that  those  docu-. 
ments,  in  an  unmutilat^d  state,  were  before  the^ 
House  and  the  public  ;  and  if  his  Majesty  will  ba 
gracipusly  pleased  to  give  orders  to  hj^  servat^ts  to 
produce  them^  I  for  one  siiaU  he  grateful.  Tliose 
documents  will  bear  me  completely  out  in  the  as- 
sertions ;  first,  that  we  did  not  propose  the  mea- 
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1807.  sure  to  his  Majesty  without  haying  sufficient  mor 
tives  for  so  doing :  secondly,  that  we  did  not  pro^ 
pose  the  measure  to  Parliament  without  sufficient 
i^ason  ^o  be  satisfied,  that  it  had  |iis  Majesty's 
poncurrcnce  :  thirdly,  that  when  we  discovered  his 
Majesty's  unsurmountable  objection  to  the  measure,  ^ 
we  fulfilled  our  duty  by  acceding  to  it  j  and  that 
in  adding  the  respectful  request  to  allow  us  the  \U 
l>erty  to  i^tate  dur  opinions  on  that  subjpct,  and  to 
propose  to  his  Majesty  any  future  ineasure,  that  we 
might  think  expedient,  accompanied  with  the  as- 
surance pf  Qur  anxiety  for  his  Majesty -si  personal 
ease  and  comfort,  instead  of  improperly  pressing 
the  question  on  his  Majesty,  \ye  were  simply  doing 
that,  which  not  to  have  done,  would  have  been  to 
have  justly  subjected  ourselves  to  the  reproach  of 
every  honesj:  and  honorable  mind. 
Fifcctsof       No  qhansre  in  his  Maiesty-s  councils  ever>pro- 
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stitntionai  duccd  SO  violcut  au  cmbarrassmcut  amonj^st  the 
persons  calling  themselves  Kings  Men,  a?  the  pre- 
sent* The  pnconstitutional  pledge  ag^in^t  the 
oath  of  a  privy  counsellor  was  tc>o  rank  and  glaring 
to  be  openly  abetted  by  any  maq,  \yho  ^ven  pre- 
tended to  principle.  The  progress  of  the  transac- 
tion for  the  first  three  wpeks  was  too  substantially 
established  to  admit  the  surmjse  of  any  misconcep- 
tion. And  his  Majesty's  offer  tp  qontinuc  his  ser- 
vants, if  they  would  sign  the  pledge  demanded, 
was  a  full  refutation  of  any  intended  imposition  or 
deception  :  against  which  it  would  be  no  security, 
>vheh  signed. 
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Ireland  had  been  governed  for  iivc  years  hy  Lord  ^^^^ 
Hardwicke,  during  which  he  and  his  undermana-  Lord  Hani. 
gers  had  contrived  to  keep  the  grand  question  of djenceoftte 
emancipation  at  rest,  under  a  hoHow  semWance^"^ 

of  conciliation.     It  was  natural  therefore  for  his 

• 

Lordship  to  sympathize  with  those,  who  had  openly 
professed,  that  their  aim  was  to  continue  that  sys- 
tem of  keeping  the  Irish  Catholics  satisfied  and 
quiet  without  the  attainment  of  what  he  had  been' 
expressly  sent  over  to  prevent  their  enjoying.     His 
Lotdship  having  Iiad  serious  differences  with  Mr. 
Pitt  and  Mr.  Foster  in  the  latter  end  of  his  vice- 
royalty,    had  formally  attached   himself  to    the 
Greftville  patty.    He  well  understood  the  open  and 
secret  movements  of  the  court  and  cabinet :  and 
under  jail  these  alarming  symptoms  he  waited  upon 
the  King,  and  solicited  a  private  audience,  which 
was  the  more  readily  granted,  as  his  Lordship  had 
long  been  apmonal  and  oonfidential  favourite  of 
his  Majesty.     He  came,  he  said,  to  perform  an 
ungracious  duty.     His  Msljesty  would  be  sensible, 
])ow  unpleasant  it  was  to  him  to  state  opinions  op- 
posite to  those  of  his  Sovereign,  in  his  presence, 
which  nothing  but  his  Majesty's  own  interest,  and 
that  of  the  Empire  would  have  forced  him  to  do. 
The  King  said,  he  \vas  fully  persuaded  of  that ;  for 
that  he  and  his  family  had  never  joined  any  fac- 
tion,  and*  he  hoped  ne\Tr  would.     Lord  Hard - 
witke  then  entreated  his  Majesty  to  consider,  whe- ' 
ther  it  would  not  be  most  advisable  for  him  to  be    ' 
satisfied  with    the  concession   his   ministers  had 
riiade  in  giving  up  the.  Catholic  Officer's  Bill  with- 
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!!^^ .  Qvt  4i¥i»i^i>g  tl?en?'  He  bi^twbly  veotqred  to  ad- 
\ke  hjis  M^esty  to  stop  th^r^ ;  p^rsi\aded,  t;b^t  it 
WQilld  be  most  for  thf  quiet  ^n4  peac?  pf  bi^  M^- 
jes,ty'^  »ind-  -TbQs^  who  weie  tQ  succeed  in  the. 
m^istryj  were  in  bis.  Gtvr\  qpi^von  Qf  them^  ^nd 
fvo^  thjeii:  living  forp>frly  shrunk  fr^m  tbo^f  &!-• 
tu^tiqiii?  uttedy  up^qqal  to « carry  on  tbe  govern- 
mfftt  Thie  aj^p^tment  of  suph  a  iiiiuislry  must 
e»^l  in  di  disaplutiOn  qf  Par^i€^me^l*.  A  violent 
ijw^sure  ^t  tb^t  time  :  ^pd,  one,  in  whic.b  ^  ffe^We 
a  mini&try  mu^t  b^ive  rt;qoi^rse  to  rebgious  vioiei^c^,^ 
tbe  bas?  cj[y  of  a?o  P^^pP'Ux  Chi^c^k  m  dfl^S^v^  &^-  =. 
and  tjjeyt.would  neqess^rjly  divide  Ins  Majesty's 
subjects.  He  b^d  l?een  five  yea|s  in,  JrelaBw;!,  «^d. 
he  waS(  sure,  that;  ^w]^  a  viql^.t  spirit  raised  iu, 
!^n^laiid,,  mvist  t^nd  to^Uenatx?  tbie  Irish  slill  mor^ 
fiXXKH  the  Englisby  by  obliging  t[hiinn  to  con^id^r 
the^pgl:i$b  ajs  df^Qidedjy  .hostile  to  tlie  sucq^^s.  o£ 
tbei^  petition,  H]3  ^i^j^sty  mvis,t  k^novy,  th^t  tha 
prese;nit  m^inist^rs  b^d  g^jined  vpice^  in  {rel^Qid  io 
tb4^1ateeIection$^;  a^d  thait  they  had  i&ince  became 
still  more  popular  by  tb^  ejaiquiriei?  |b^y  liad  ip^ti^ 
tilted^  by  avoiding  t*xes,.  ^d  by  .wnsnlting  vpQR 
nfany  occasions  tbe  inter^sjts  ^nd  ^be  wishes,  of  }^ 
p^opl^,  4nd  fo.i;  all  t;l>03e  rea^^oii?,  bei  hu»yy  of- 
fered hise  advice  to  hi^  Maj^ty  to  reta|i;i  bia  pr«se£|t, 
inini(5ter?.  Tbe  King,  was  exce^idiqgly  gisvil  \^  his 
manner,  said"  very  bttle^  h^f,  observed  dhiri^g  t|ie 
convi^rsation,  tb^t  tlxose^  wbo  hqd  a4»ifi^d,  fim  ¥> 
dismiss  his  mini$^?rs,.  m«aflitr  Xfiry  W^k  *t  wiy 
rs^te. 
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The  cantestl>etween  the  oUl  and  the  ww  mmis-  .  i^m. 
ters  was  kept  up  louger,  ^vA  wltb  more  teaacity,  viokwtdtf* 
than  was  ever  before  known  upon  a.  change  of  go-*  the  two 
vernnient.  The .  dismissed  were  charged  by  the^ 
new  ministers  with  th^  unconsiitutional  indecency 
of  dragging  thqir  Sovereign  to  thenar  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  to  take  issue  with  his  Subjects  upoii 
his  avQwed  tight  of  disipissing  and  ap|jpinting  hi§ 
sefv^nts.  They  were  (ilso  seriously  arraigned  of  a 
loag  systematic  plan  for  overturning  the  established 
reRgton  and  constitution,  which  was  industrtousljr 
supported  throughout  the  country  by  fomenting 
and  spreading  tbe  inflammable  snxd  dangerous  cry 
of  no  Popery^  and  Church  in  Hangar.  On  the 
other  hand,  so  glaringly  unconstitutional  did  the  " 
dismissal  of  the  late  ministers  appear  to  the  parties 
dismissed,  that  they  trusted  a  fuK  exposition  of 
thf^  case  would  ipevitaWy  reinstate  them-  They 
determined  therefoce  Iq  take  issue  with  the  nation 
upon  the  simple  and  broad  qtieetion.  Must  not 
every  act  of'  royalty  have  a  responsible  adviser  f 
Never  befoi:e  ^Vvas  the  entire  ^^eight;  of  the  court 
aftd  goveroment  $o  povverfolly  brougbt  into  actioa 
against  tlie  indiepciKletice^  and  virtue  of  the  co»n 
try.  The  very  words  of  a  piivy  connsreHor's  oatlv 
disclose  bis  duties,  and  the  dceadful  responsibility 
of  tlie  adviser  of  such  ai  pledge,  fle  fvveara, 
*^  faithfully  and:  tcoly  to  declare  his  onlnd  aiKl  opi- 
'*  niou  accorcMn^  to  bis  heart  Bnd  consefence  in  aj^l 
*^  things  to  be  iijoverf,  treated  and  debated  in 
"  i?ouncil/'    A  pledge  of  tli^t  sort  would  bind  a 

iDJW  to  djficc*  perjjU^y  and  tjie  wmiivawe  at  tlie 
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v-^^  greatest  of  political  evils,  the  deitmction  of  the 
constitution.  Such  an  innovation  in  the  constitu- 
tion*, would  be  in  practice  to  convert  the  mature 

*  Upon  th'M  extraordinary  change  of  ^ministration,' there-, 
appeared  s^oine  letters,  pr  rather  essays  in  the  Morning  Chi-oni- 
cie,  under  the  signature  ScMVoia,  which  are  pregnant  witl)«o  much 
wisdom  and  experience,  and  breathe  throughout  so  pure  a  spirit 
of  the  enlightened  and  constitutional  Statesman  the  late  Mr. 
Fox,  that  afford  the  cheering  prospect  to  the  Empire,  that  his 
surviving  spirit  animates  his  repfesentative,  and  will'ttttimatelj 
prove  the  salvation  of  this  country.     In  the  2d  of  those  letters, 
(they  are  a  touchstone  of  constitutional  policy)  the  mischief  of 
these  pledges  is  thus  emphatically  exposed.    "  What  would  be 
the   practical  effect  of  this  innovation  in  oar  constitution  ?  It 
would  be  giving  in  substance  and  in  efiect,  a  negative  before  de- 
bate to  the  secret  advisers  of  the  crown.     M^  unknown  in  (he 
constUutioQ,  responsible  to  no  tribunal,  guided  by  private  favour 
ami  afiection,  or  prompted  by  idle  fancies  or  arbitrary  caprice, 
counsellors  neither  tangible  nor  visible,  but  like  wicked  spirits 
known  only  by  the  evil  they  produce.  .  They  woald  usurp  at  this 
^         clay  in  the  linglish  constitution  the  same  dangerous  powers. 
which  were  enjoyed  and  jabused  in  the  Scottish  parliament  by 
the  Lords  of  the  Articles,  under  the  tyrannical  Hou^  of  Stuart 
Whilst  Ireland  was  considered  and  treated  ail  a  conquered  pro- 
vince, the  privy  council  of  Eogfaod  had  a  negative  before  de- 
hate  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Irish  parliament.   But  when  after 
tbcee  centmries  of  slavery  and  stibmission,  the  Irish  nation  and 
Irish  parliament  re- asserted  their  rights,  and  recovered  their  dig- 
nity and  their  importance^  ooe  of  their  first  acts  was  to  abolish 
this  badge  of  servitude.    Yet  this  was  a  privilege  lodged  in  the 
privy  council  of  En^and.    But  'the  negative  now  sought -fo  be 
established,  iiot'  in. Ireland,  but^in  England,  is  to  h^  placed: 
Where?.  In  the  secrelt  udknciwn  irresponsible  advisers  of  tho 
crown.    The  great  historian  of  England,  who^ie  general  leading 
is  certainly  not  so  much  in  favor  of  popular  government^  has  re- 
marked in  one  of  his  essays^  *'  that  if  the  luAg  of  England  had 
'^  a  negative  before  debate,  and  could  prevent  any  bill  from 
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fiegative^  certainly  vested  in  the  executive,  into  an  J^^ 
abortive  Veto,  by  enabling  the  King  to  strangle 
the  foetus  on  ils  first  conception  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  The  more  moderate  of  the  new  men 
admitted  the  g'ewer^i/ doctrine,  that  there  was  no* 
act  of  the  crown  without  responsibility :  but  the 
fule  was  not  without  exception.  Such  exception 
eminently  occurred  in  eyery  ilistnnce,  where  the 

King  dismissed^ his  ministers:  for  there  he  must 

> 

pecessarily  be  without  advisers :  or  the  royal  pre- 
rogative of  chusing  and  dismissing  his  servants 
wbuld  be  otherwise  nugatory*. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  Mr.  Brand  moved  in  theMr.Bm»ft 
House  of  Commons;  '*  that  it  is  contrary  to  the"^^''"' 
"  first  dutfes  of  the  confidential  setvants  of  the 
*^  crown  to  restrain  themselves  by  any  pledge  fex- 
*'  pressed  or  implied  from  offering  to  the  King  any 
"  advice,  which  the  course  of  circumstances  may 
*^  render  necessary  for  this  welfare  and  security  of 
**  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  extensive  Empire." 
Oil  which  motion  a  very  warm  debate  lasted  till 
nejir  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  divi- 
sion was  fi5S  for  passing  to' the  order  of  the  day, 

"  coming  into  parliament,  he  would  be  an  ahtoluts  Monarch  ^ 
*'  that  if  he  could  cru«h  a  disagreeable  bill  in  embryo,  the  Bri- 
*'  tislf  constitution  would  have  no  balance,  nor  weuld  grievances 
**  .evjsr  be  redressed."  But  that  device  Tor  crushing  a  disagree- 
able bill  in  embryoy  which  Hume's  sagacity  foresaW,  the  secret  / 
advisers  of  hi^  Majesty  have  at  last  discovered.'* 

*  His  Mnjesty  acted  with  more  pandor,  than  his  new  ser- 
vants.' He  scrupled  pot  to  adniit  to  Lord  Hardwicke,  that  cer- 
tain persons  had  advised  him  to  disnysi^  ^is  late  servants :  but 
^hey  fxifant  very  xvell  at  any  rate. 
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,J^^  aud  226  for  the  motion :  by  which  the  ministers 

had  a  niajoi  ity  of  32. 
i)iikeof         The  first  nqvehy  of  any  consequence  to  Itclapd 
kwrsat-    aud  to  the  illustration  of  the  system^  ^  which  occur- 
th^  univer.  tcd  in  this  debate,  was  in  the  nuiden  speech  of 
«^yo    u    i^Ij,^  Plunkett.     After  having  strongly  reprobated 
the  dangerous,  illegal  aud  unconstitutional  coo* 
duct  of  those,  who  liad  been  so  active  tii  ra^ising 
alarms  in  the  country,  he  proceeded.     "  Not  sa- 
tisfied with  their  placards,  &c.  an  attempt  has 
been  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  University 
of  Dublin  (the  Duke  of  Cumberland)  to  disturb 
die  peace  of  tliat  university,  by  endeavourhig 
to  procure^  a  petition  against  the  Catho^lic  bill. 
Finding  (to  the  honor  of  that  learned  body)  the 
first  application  unsuccessful,  a  second  Iiad  been 
sent,  in  which  it  wias  intimated,  that,  tlie  only 
way  ta  preserve  the  favor  of  the  royal  Duke^^ 
was  by  signing  such  a  petition.     He  wts  not 
aware,  whether  the  latter  application  took  place 
'*  aftei:  the  measure  bad  been  abandoned  m  Par- 
liament, or  betbre..    If  after,,  it  wa&  a  political 
scheme  to  suppoi:t  tlie  new  adnfLiftiiatration) ;  if 
while  the  bill  was  pending,  it  was  an  unconsti- 
V  tirtional  and  ui»warran table  interference*.'* 

*  Mr.^  Plunkett  On  this  oocasion  deserved  so  well  of  his  coun- 
try, that  it  is  next  to  a  duty.to  transmit  to  posterity  the  quintes- 
seoce  of  his  speech  iti  that  debate.  **  As  well  might  it  be  ex- 
•'  pected,  that  shuttuig  one's  eyes  would  arrest  the  fall  of  a  body 
''irresistibt5^  impelled  by  the  laws  of  gravitation^  as  to  suppose, 
'*  that  by  inattentibn  to  Ireland,  the  evils^  to  which  he  bad  al- 
"  laded,  would  of  themselves  subside,     He  spoke  in  the  pre- 
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As  Mr.  Perceval  took  a  leading  part  in  that  de«- 
bate,  and  is  now  the  prime  minister  of  that  ad  mi*- Mr.  p.rce. 
tiistration,  which  was  th«i  put  into  power^  it  wiHGrinan,  & 
not  be  irrelevant  to  tl>e  object  of  this  history,  to.Komiiiy!^ 
remark)  that  he  laid  it  down  as  a  political  axiom» 
that  nothing  could  be  further  conceded  to  the  Irish  • 
Catholic&y  without  danget  to  the  estahtishment^  and 
therefiyi^e  he  would  never  hold  out  any  hopes  to  them. 
Mr.  G  rattan  made  a  long  and  impressive  speech  m 
reply  to  Mr.  Perceval :  a  single  passage  of  wliich 
will  give  tlie  reader  no  very  imperfect  itlea  of  its 
general   tendency.     "  The  whole  of  that  Hight 
Hon.  Gentleman's  speech  laid  more  stress  upon 
the  disposition  of  the  late  nunistry,  than  on  tb« 
prrnciple  of  the  measure.     He  kept  out  of  view  tlic 
nature  of  tlie  difficulties  it  was  likely  to  remove^ 
and  the  value  of  the  benefits,  it  was   well  calcul- 
ated to  produce.     But  the  House  woukl  recollect 
that  tiie  bin  went  to  create  a  confvmunity  of  inte- 
rests amongst  those^  who   wtvt  involved   in  an 


**  sence  of  )>ttrsDns,  who  ^-«fe  weU  acqntiinted  with  the  facts. 
**-  What  muat  be  the  effect  of  the  deoiand  upon  the  late  admir 
'<  nbti*«tion.  for  a  pledge  against  the  Catholics  of  Ireland?  Had 
«<  ever  such  a  pledge  been  before  demanded ,'  as  it  related  to  an}"* 
•*  of  ihe  mhabitants  of  the  Empire  ?  The  right  of  the  meanest 
/  individual  to  lay  a  petition  aitiie  foot  ^  tbt  throne  has  been 
^^  l^g  established  JBiit  bei-e  was  a  restrietiiofi  on  the  claims  of 
•*  millions.  Tbis  wM  not  a  mere  novelty  ;  it  was  a  prodigy,  an 
^  alarming  appearance  ia  the  constitution.     Only  unbounded 

power,  or  unerring  wisdom   could   impose  such   a  pledge. 

WUat  must  the  feelings  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  be,  when 
''  toldj  that  the  conscieace  of  the  Sa?ereign  is  hermetically 
**  sealed  against  them  ?" 


4t 
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j5^^  identity  of  clanger :  that  it  proposed  to  combine 
an  integrity  of  principle  :  that  whilst  it  conferred 
privileges  on  the  Catholic  subject^  it  imparted  to 
the  Protestant  establishment,    the    best  support 
against  a  great  menacing  enemy^  \Hith  whom  we 
cannot  contend  without  the  integrity  of  our  popu- 
lation."   Of  all  the  supporters  of  Mr.  Brand's 
motion,  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  grappled  trie  hardest 
with  it's  opponents.     He  firmly  contended,  that  it 
was  unconstitutional  and  contrary  to  the  first  du* 
ties  of  the  confidential  servants  of  the  crown  to  re- 
acrain  themselves  by  any  pledge  express  or  implied 
from  offering  to  the  King  any  advice,  which  cir- 
cumstances might  render  necessary  for  the  welfare 
and  security  of  the  Empire,^  and  this  brought  home 
the  matter  to  ai>  unanswerable  point.     The  new 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  so  much  dreaded  the 
responsibility   of  such  advice,    that  he  exposed 
not  only  the  existence  of  the  secret  cabinet,  but 
left  his  Majesty  to  all  the  hurniliation  and  danger 
of  braving  the  constitution,  by  assuming  to  act  in 
the  most  sacred  functions  of  the  state  without  any 
advice  at  all.     Tims  depriving  his  jieople  of  their 
constitutional  redress  against  the  mjschiefs  of  weak 
or  wicked  measures.     What  could  be  more  de* 
gradiug  to  the  Sovereign, . and  unmanly  in  the  ser- 
vant, than  to  receTve  the  wages  of  service,  and 
withdraw  from  his  niaster  the  only  shield^  which 
could  protect  him  from  personal  danger  and  insult  ? 
The  words  of  Mr.  Perceval,  as  quoted  by  Sir  Sa- 
,n)uel  Homilly  on  this  occasion  were.     *'  That  to 
*  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  the  King 
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*•  had  no  adviser  on  the  point  of  requesting  the  ^^Ill- 
pledge*  That  he  did  not  believe  the  King  had 
any  adviser:  and  he  did  not  think,  the  country 
Avould  believe,  that  the  King  had  any  adviser  oa 
that  point."  Sir  Samuel  llomilly  insisted,  that 
it  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  King;^ 
that  the  doctrine  of  responsible  advisers  should  be 
niaintained.  History  had  unfolded  the  evils  re- 
sulting from  the  prevalence  of  a  contrary  prin- 
ciple. It  had  been  asserted  by  the  mover  of  the 
previous  question,  that  Ministers  had  not  entered 
into  any.  pledge,  that  they  would  not  give  his  Ma- 
jesty any  advice  on  the  subject  of  the  Catholics. 
J^Jqw  as  ^he  late  ministers  weit;  dismissed,  becau^ 
they  refused  this  pledge,  either  the  pledge  on  the 
paitof  the  present  ministers  was  implied,  or  they 
had. deceived  his  Majesty  :  for  il  was  not  pretend- 
ed^  tliat  his  Majesty  had  any  objection  to  his  l^^te 
ministers^  except  the  difference  of  opinion^  which 
^occurred  upon  this  subject.  i 

Un  the  13th  of  April,  the  Marquis  of  Stafford  ^^!^,^ 
made  a  motion  in  the  House  of  Lords  of  a  similar  motion  k 

'  •     theLoro*. 

temlency,  though  or  greater  extent,  than  that  of 
Mr.  Braiul's  in  the  Commons.     This*  was  meant 

•  The  motion  was  expressed  in  the  following  words.  •*  This 
Mckiise,  feeling  the  necessity  of  a  firm  and  stable  administration 
at  ih^ft  v^ry  important  crisis  of  public  aiFsrirs  resoWe,  that  k  is 
impossible  to  view,  witliout  the  dee|)esi' regret,  the  change,  that 
Jhas  recently  taken ^lace  in  his  Majesty's  councils;  which  re- 
gret is  considerably  eucreased  by  the  cause's,  tp  which  that 
change  has  been  ascribed ;  it  being  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
that  it  is  the  firft  duty  of  the  responsible  ministers  of  the  crown 
to  restrain  themselves  by  any  pLed^e^  expres^edl  or  ii^Aplied^  from 
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J^l^  AS  a  trinl  of  strength  in  the  Upl>er  Hou^e.  It  was 
warmly  debated  till  deveh  o'clock  in  the  niorniiig, 
when  Lord  Borringtoti's  mojiion  for  adjournnicnt, 
was  carried  by  a  majority  in  favour  of  niinr$ter&  of 
81 :  90  having  voted  for  the  motion,  and  I7I  for 
iht  adjournment.  This  debate  furnished  some  mat- 
ter of  peculiar  importance  to  Ireland.  Lord  Hand- 
wicke  was  the  first  on  his  legs  to  support  the  mo* 
tion*  He  had  i-eceiitly  been  closeted  with  his  Sa^ 
'  vereigti,  and  although  much  of  their  comnmnica- 
tions  may  have  faithfully  gone  forth  to  the  public  : 
much  also  has  probably  been  kept  back^  out  t)f  dc* 
licacy  to  the  parties,  whom  its  publication  would 
have  affected  in  a  disagreeable  manner.  Whoever 
reflects  upon  the  anKious  acdour,  with  which  the 
noble  Earl  laboured  thit)ughout  his  speech  to  re* 
move  from  the  shoulders  of  his  friends  the  imputa- 
lion  of  intended  imposition  6n  the  myal  mtnd,  will 
naturally  (perfiaps  erroneously,  certainly  not  rashly) 
conclude,  that  his  Majesty  had  been  advised^  and 
ihat  deception  had  been  practisecf  with  ftill  design. 
Lord  Grenville  having  lately  spoken  so  fully  to  the 
general  subject,  said  but  little  on  this  oc<^asion. 
That  little  however  involved  much  with  refeience 
to  Ireland.  **  With  respect  to  the  trite  question, 
'^  why  he  introduced  the  bill  if  not  necessary,  iind 
^'  if  necessary,  why  he  abandoned  it  ?  He  referred 
*'  them  to  Lord  Gastlereagh,  as  more  eorivcrsant 

giving  any  advice  to  his  Majesty,  which,  to  the  best  of  th^ir 
jiidgmtiit,  in  the  course  ot'cit-cinttstances  they  may  think  necea- 
srary,  for  the  honor  of  his  Majesty's  crown  and  the  security  of 
hisdominjorrs.-'  . 


AdmiSikh^atioH  offieJOuSe  lof  Bedford.  ^^13 

i"  'with.the/siilation:OJPclifficuHre8  dirtmg^fnmftet-  ^^J*^ 
;^^  igiyersatidiv  aiKl\^hb  bad  impartied  the  qiiestioii 
:"  froriii  Jrelqud,  jTor  thciarfti^ing'.ofymhishi  he 
i  f^>  9ib^  piedgai,  to  tbmt:  cauntrjfW  i  v    i  j  f .   -*    '>< ) 
■  \  Ai:Hurdi  anriii*6tjtith>)uja*hia  atilluloreibeflBectual^^ 

^  '  ^.  ton' j  mo- 

jdtirugfffeiiiWES  blade Jto iictaiu itheniinisters  in  their ^^^ ^^ 

.  '  '    Mr.  Ti»l  e's 

,$iliiaitIo)9GS :;.  £(>r  i¥Hwii3>staiiiding  the  new .  appoint-  sp^b. 
ments,  (tjhe  ,old  :.niijfiiste^s  held   a  language,  fittle  . 
sfaQitl  of  UMiti,;  which/ cottW  only  bfc  justified,  by 
.pQ^e^wng  tbd p»bHccwfidftiiGe  of  tjhe  Sovereign, 
.>Mr,;LytJ:letQti  oh  ti^e  154;U  of  April,  i  moved  accojsdr 
iagitOf  iiQiic^  in:  tlie:  HWise  af  Cdjnioion^ ;  ^*  That 
'/f  this  Hotise  9pnsifterin^  a'  firm,  and  .vigijaftl:  ad- 
/f  miQisttation^  iii^ijspiensible  in  the  present,  posture 
:*^  of  public  /alfajps^  h*>!  seeri  with  tbe  gfjeatest  re- 
*'  gf^  ihe  latecliftnge,Sn  his'  Majesty's  poqncils." 
Tlustpo  \Vas^.lAng  and  hdated  debate. ;   At:  seveh 
.6'clpck  in  the  morning  on  the  tlivision,  tl>e  minis- 
ter hacl  an  encreased  majority :  viz.  46:  for  the 
',previpus  question  244,  against.it  198.     This  de- 
bate brought  forth  inore  information  concerning 
Ireland,    than   either*  of  the   two   former.      Mr.  • 
'  Tighe,  who  strenuously  supported  the  motion,  felt 
'iufp&elf  particularly  fcalled  upon  to  take  a  part  in 
^tjiat  debate,  a^  the  county  he  l>ad  the  honor  to 
repips^nt^  -was  ev«n  in  danger  of  having  its  tran- 
quillity afiected  by  thV  proceedings  on  some  of  tUc 
points,   which  \veie  involved.'  The, .late  ministers 

»         -  ■  rt .   f  .'  r  J '  •    '  •       *    ■   .  •  '        •'  -^  *    •  4 

*  li  is  not  to  be  rorgottcn,  that  I*Drd  Grenville'was  a  co-^ope- 
rative  leader  with  Mr.  Pitt  in  that  administration,  of  which  Lorii 
CastlereagU,  then  a  secondary,  gave  the  pledge. 9a  beh^H  of  hi« 
principals. 
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1807.    had  Gonduoted  diemscIvc»iiia.iiiaDiier,  whtch.had 
done  them  inucb  l^onotv  aiod  given  great  Mttisfcotion 
to  the  feouiKtry^    H^  thought  them  particularly  to 
be  commended  for  the  wnstituiiomiji  piii|dpte^  6ii 
which  they  had  retired  from  office,  itefuJun^  to 
give  a  pledge  incttiaisteat  with  their  duiy^    He 
condpnined  the  6ry  of  the  church  being,  in.  dli^r, 
and  reprobated  pariiciiilarfy  the  add<ress^  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Northampton  by  M».  Perceval*.  Heiti- 
sistedon  they  ledges  iiolden  out  by  the  goveruBient 
p&mpblet,  and /by  the  speech  k>f  Mr.  Pit»>n  the 
question  of  the-  Union.    All  theprostitution  of  tlie 
piiblierev6nuej  seats  in  partiamisnty  of  officers  of 
the  lajw%  of  the  dignities  of  the  church,  and  of 
the  peemge  itself,  which  had  Utfdtt  lavished  on  that 
occa^idu^  would  have  failed,  if  the  Catholic  bishops 
had  not  been  induced  to  influence  their  priest«, 
and  the  i^riests  to  influenee.  the  people  to^  agree- to 
the  Union*    The  tfioquitlity  of  Imiand  must  be 
materiaJly  affected  by  the  removal  of  the  Duke  of 

*  Of  tibat  address  of -the  ilew  Minister  to  hU  constittxant^.  Sir 
Samael  RomillythMs  spoke  in  the  debate  on  Mr.  Brand's  mo- 
tion.    "  A  cry  has  been  raised, . that  the  church  is  in  danger; 
"  that  we  are  threatened  i;»'ith  the  times,  when  the  streeu  ran 
.'f  *  with  blood.    The  mischief  of  this  ^acpedi^n^  isr  60  great,  it  is 
«*  witli  dpep  cowjern,  I  firvi  it  resorted  tp*    It  iswith  d«^p  con- 
^  cern  I  h^ye  seen  papers. published^  f  artaq^lavly  an  advertise- 
"  ment  in  a  newspaper,  by  a  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
"  (Mr,  jPerceval),  stating,  that  it  was  become  necessary  for  him 
'^  to  stand  by  his  Sov^ceigi) ;  that  he  was  iqaking  a  stand  for  the 
"  Protestant  religion,  an^  calling  on  the  people  to  second  him 
•'  with  their  exertionV." 


JdminisMitim^kt  Ihik^qf.Bedford.  SJS 

Boolfqrd.  j/IIe:didBotIliowever  seQ^artey^^oimd  fpr  J^^ 
appffdidndhi^  <ariy :  ^laititing  diMilrtaDde^  h&tfMs^ 
Urn  peo{>tek>£Ifti2UKi  bstd  beeii  accrt^tQfnediJti^  vi^^qr 
with. Gcdd;  determined  iipatliiif  all  cbiangjefil  in  adixiir 
«is<(rdtioiK  lurmj ;  aBaonb  of  tho^e  changes,  w^re  at^ 
likfaded  ^ith  ahy .  benefit  to  ibeoi;  V^w.  re(frM\t» 
.wese  4x1  beihaid  iniltke  Skmthi  or  in  th^.Wmty  hur 
cause  tbet«wp^  no. secmity. for  this cf see  e^en(Jsef4>f 
rslfgibni  Some  r^^ears,  ag6y  a:  gdndeman  bad  gajt 
sdltie^ti^en- lii)  faisi  neighbourhood,  iipon.hia  own 
pkdge  atid  «fae  pledgb  df  a  magistrates  that  the^ 
sbp^ld  always!  he  i allowed  the  free  exercise  df  <  their 
fC^^giohi;  but  wiieii  ^003^;  arrived  at  their  quai'tdis 
in  tfa^.I^le  of  Wight,  they  were  compelled  to  at* 
t^nd  the  Protiea^ant  worship^  and  forbidden  ever  to 
attend  a.  neigfabduring  chapel  of  their  own,  un^ 
der  pain  of  mihtary  punishment  Consequtntiy 
tlie  necniiting  proceeded  but  slowly  in  Ireland, 
though  the  country  were  poor,  and  the  bounties 
offered  extravagantly  high.  Since  tl>e  Union,  Ire-  '  ' 
label  hfd  felt  no  community  of  rights,  nocammui* 
nity  of  commerce;  the  only  community  it  felt^ 
was  that  of  having  one  hundred  assessorsun  th^ 
British  parliaitient^  who  \tere  to  give  ineffectual 
votes  for  tlie  interest  of  ih^it  country,  as  he  tnight 
do  that  night  . :  -    :  .  :  ,: 

.    Mr.  Gore  latneiit^  the  effects^  of  the  mild  ays^  Mr.  QoTe$ 
tern  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,     that  system  had*^^' 
led  to  ihe  murd*r  df  fi\*e  men  Itt  one  county,  hi 
wliich^J  men  ^Vere  dv?ti  in  prison  for  disaffection: 
If  sqcb  werfi  the:  €ff^9j;s  pf  the  mild  system  of  the 
Duke  of  I^edfcurd^.b^t  thought  it;h'rgh  ti«i«>lift  in- 
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trbdu^e  anothersystem;  Me  would'.likve  iuppbTt^ 
ed*  tbc  Catholic  Offioe^s  Bill,  if:  i  t/hacl  4}e^n'biioi;^bt 
foi>^al*d  as  likely^ to  be  beneficiaU  Bdtidie  latei-mi^ 
ni&tiers'adt^ted'thac  bill'is^lyrasiaicQibiM^iDise.to  . 
^et  rid  of  the  larger  Catholic  question^ .  a  comprb* 
iiiisej  which  was  despised  by ^  the rCatholics.  Mfe 
tjfeargcd'th^  late  miiiiktiei^r  wkh:*ona.illling  to  serve. 
theCatbolicsoti  the  fiiok:. essential  poiBts,.  on  the 
Jioinft  off  fimtiaiial  educatio«,e^.i«ijtb<>»t  which  it . was 
»6gatoi^y  vto  think  of  any' e?s  tension  ofrighilis  to  the 
tower^clfasses;  What  had  tlid  -  lateDnrinisters  done ' 
towards  the  necessary  .difftisibn  of /knowledge? 
^ad  they. ever  done  any;tliii]^  lo.remedyithe.mis* 
chiefs  iarifeing.  from*  the  tndde.af.edllecting  tythes.? 
These  weie  theutliings^tliflft'piimpaBy. required  to 
beiqmcdied  iitrrelaitda,;  A  country 'worthy  of  bet- 
ter treatment,  and  whose  )mrdy  sons,,  if; properly 
{incQiuiged,  are  die-  test  bulwark  of.Gneat  Bri- 
tain.*:   .  •   '-  ,*■"  .*   •.;    ;•   •.   :■••     ;     ;:' 

«  - 

:  Sir  John  Newport: lioprcly;  that,  wben  he- should 
have -satisfied  (Mr.  Gore)  of  the>attentidnpaid.by 
the  late  miui&tejrs  to  the  education  :of.  the  people* of 
liiiela^nd,  and  -  the  foni^ation  of  ah  airasigement  m\  - 
the  subject  of  tythes,  lie 'would i. be  eat i lied  to 
count  oh  his  vote,  and; that  they  woiild  be  restored 
to  the  good  opinion  he  had  of  them  a  month,  since^ 
r  4'fa«i«*lut4;bpok*'.wtoild;,prave,,.tbat  oric^  of  the 

,    ♦ .    •  i  J  1  ■ '  )     '  /     .  .       ' » 
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ill*.  <^taki  it  h,  4h^t|  s^r^r^  sa)»aW  af  M .  ^er^  aclfled  to  ihp 
statute  book  during  the  Bedford  adimnisftratipn.:  but  tjiey  were 
not  generally  feft  by  tlie  petople.^'  It  is  in' nature/ that  if  a  gru^t 
attd  Tital  object'  b^*  ariletitFy- rfe^ifed  'aftd  rfeisdnkbfy  expected, 
iht  diiai^ittiiftaientat  ilsrt^jjiiitito'or.refi^al  ^^11  lender  the  suf-' 


,i^iti^^g4  c?ox«^lis?^Q^.i[i(;>^ea(luiTe  into  the {t|>plicatif^ 

ferers  for  wantrof  it  insensible^  tQ  -^p^dler  benefits^  wbicb  Ibejr 
nad  not  petitioned  for  or  even  anticipated.  An  act  of  tke  pre- 
Oi^dirfg  seteion  wa^' repeaiea,  wnich  charged  a  duty  or  3s.  upon 

'^ofpe  A^wajs  rff^l^Ji;A«iHt)»^iif»aiMd  for  rftgd1atifig(ifliit- 
•4Wei:t^<J,^lc;QtJQpfl  fff  npftB^ftfr^/fo  ;|efyeja  PafliamA^^  ()5SiM^ 
.for  cpntinuin^  ^r  21  Jeps  ^yer^l  acts,rQta.tiM,tQ.t^el\gbvU^ 
^d  cleahsibg  of  towtis'in  Ireland :  for  r^guja^iiig  ,jbe  supply  of 
-Bublifl  with  codfe,^and'^fcr^^hc»iyr^gtng  doilierierin  M\^i. 
Niiii^voQs.'acts  (ll-  in;all)  weire^piassed  for  regiilatihg<bnd  s^eif- 
iq^  th^  |Cp^lecVif^  pf  ifh^  reyeQ})eft  pf:tb$  citstomsi  and  e«€i9^*.^iBVl 
^  forpreyenting  frauds  aifd  imposing^.ne^taxe^*   V^^9^  ^^  ¥^f^ 
passed,  for  better  re^u|s^tin^  and  providing  for  db^  'BpOf^  lAAd 
'  the  maKag^ment'  of  the  ih'BVmaries  and  hospitals  :  for  reviving 
^it  fct  'for*  enablfng  tli^  'Lord'LiiedtihaM'to*  dppoint  commissloii- 
-fn  -for .emfUuing:  inter  th&  fijfiUstahd  rereiiiia  ^ranteti  iW'^lk 
'fp^rpictse  ^f  'efiu<^fioiii«^apd)^iiqi^nfig  inm  the  .^tate.and^'ctrfditkihs' 
of  ^ihoolsjn.  Iri^Wd*  »n4(^P,»ct:f'*?Vf™^°4)9g  ik?.«>t'/^ 
reli^lf  of  \)ie;p6<ir'of  the  preteding/^e.^^^^^  ^{'NljP^s^ 

>on  itie  H  9*rtr  of'  l^ebruary  1 807 ,  which  gave  'gr^a^  dissatPsfaction 
;t0.1iitfbyih'Wfehd>**any>J-teted  Jeilcmsifei  aSd' sttspicionS,  that 
jt^iep^iiniLry  j(v4s  ihten4edl)iSe]6tbrc6d.4ihderUt&^<^v  mtnt9it<ers, 
j  a^  jt;  had  be^jpL  undf  r  ^hfe^r  {uyedf  s^^iocvf  4l4wt]gk  «be  Thi»Bhen 
hafi  ^een  .snppresscid,  ^^s^^^he.^ujipi^^  Vf^as^d,  tby;.4%  ^igpr  ^f 
Vhe  pomnion  law,  many  considered  the  ganpowdcir  act.  as  tb« 
^HPiWtroatrcifen  of  strong'nfeaSisres;  for  which  no  reason  appear- 
-ed^iii6lr<  b&d<eTeii:beeii  d^lared  by.iBe-^r^m^hri'WtWas, 
y^|i|  act,,'/  Jp  contyinc  {fir.th&:  term^bC  s^ve^^'yeArs  ^«i^(ain  acU 
f*.  o/  tt^e  .pafliapjK^nt ;9(f^jlfelji|tj4,  fQ^  pmveatmgtbP'.HOiHv^^io^ 
'«'  of. aftna,  gunpowder  and  ^^yn^^^tionr,aq^.th5 /|ialjy}g,  U"*- 
^ni6VTng,  selling,^  and  keeping  olT  gunpowder,  arms,  and  am* 
•'  munition  without  licence.''    The  temporary  act  for  this  pur- 
fd«e.  \*ti!Chi^Afe  the^40th  *8f  Geo/Il):.'  Would,  if  not~  renew^, 
^Rki^fc  **{)iir^d  by-^^fDtix'r^^'^or'time'dli  the  Ist  of  August  1807 • 
•'FhViifotfaCfibii*of^<htfreM!ricUtemei^ur^  for  so  Ions  a  period. 


««^  irf  fli^  fti^dft  veMeditt  Irtktod,  tor  tlie  pWiT)«»cs  of 
jmUic  ij46eatlon^  These  fvmAn  the  noble  Lord  c»p- 
posite,  (Lord  Castlereagh)  now  a  member  of  the 
fcaWttet;  and  then  at  the  head  of  th^  Irish  goverix- 
m^nt.'  h^d  suffered  to  remain  sbamefliUy  misw- 
plf?^  tp  \fi^\v\^]^:\nUt%»i%  ancji  corrupt  purpMeSy 
though  the.  r^i^oFt  Qf ^  comtteitted  h^d  impericMisty 
^etiHed  li^n  him  to  refortn  the^m.  The  correetion  of 
mbascfs  alWay^  i^xcited  the  hpstility  of  a  number  pf 

^pri'i^t  indiyidu  the  late  imiw^ 

ti^m  l^^the  niischiefcifi^cirtitigia  faction  so  po^- 
::ecfu}^.  and  the  piresent  mfnisters  felt  the  benefit  of 
<he  reseiitnient:  Itr  Ireland  tlie  funds,  that  were 
*'ei$tabliShed  originally  for  pul)!]^  (E^ducatioi;!,^  were 
buffered  to  be  applied  fpT.a  qeptury  for  were  private 
J^ij^itiflpd  Xw  determination  of  the  late  govern- 
finenttoireclahn  tiiecn  had  e^tcited  the  an'imosity  df 
4!lo«fe  iwitere^*(A:  With  respect  to  thetythes  also, 
'the  Ifcte  goyernme'nt  had  .nearly.  ar^#Bg;94  f^  pl^, 
*\^h'ich  wQigiW  dp  JX)i)cij.,tq,  ti-4inqw0ijie.  tW  country ; 
.^n4i  l^v.4;(^idld  .a«fi)ir0>jthe  liottse^  thai  whbovit  an 
<«!iTttiigei»ieiit^ih  respect^  to  the  tythes,  Irelatid 
^ftewf  #ould  bfe  to'  thfe  sl«u4t'ioti  it'onght;  Mea- 
^si\r(?s  of  this  nature  Nvere^qot.  to  lie  ejcpected  Jfepm 
11199^  .who, jwi&fi^  :  th^t  tbe  church  )Waa  ici  d?iii- 

ng^'i*  miSrely.wtQ  {$€t  ihemselves  into  jDOwen    Tlie 
nQoblevniiiv  ^  vjfeo  -  at  present  h^d  t he  prt  vy  seal, 
(Ij^r^d*  WcsimdrelandY  w       fi^d"  granted  all  the 

■  lit   '**»•♦'*♦'  .      ^  * 
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'jbe^oke  no  expectation  or  proipife  of  fi^^e^dy  i^i|gf  ^,  sy^Hivi 
'  Yrpm  a  chai}ge  of  nimister*.  ..  WJ>jetJ^.  ^^W^CXi  W  »^^  ^JC  *h«- 
*  IfaiicjuiHity  of  the  pation,  it.c?ilai|jiy  ha^^j^lQp^J^fl^iKt  0^  « 
in^  discontent  and  disalTection. 
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atid'the  pfersotis  itf  thfe  6ther  ^Ide,  iefcb  had  agteed, 
at  the  tftne  6f  the  Vnibti]  to  gVant  j'liil  |brty.tW6 
times  as  hiiich  ks  the  late 'Catholic  bill  pFOJ>os6^  to 
grant,  were  cettaitily  Wefi  ehtitled  to  raise  'thisl^Cry 
of  the  datrger  of  the  chtitch,  atid  to  cbftie  into 
poWfer  to  protect  it  tte,  fot  bhe,  though  he  ha<i 
supported  the  l/nhort  with  hid  best  exertions,  would 
have  n^vet  consfeiitisd  to  it,  noV  \l«rOtiid  all  the  iu» 
tyigue^,  nbf  allthe  gold  lavished  to  carry  it  hiVi' 
sttceeedfed,  unless  there  had  been  a  fiill  assUripcc, 
thai  the  tatholic  taeasutei'  ^l^ould  immediately  fol- 
low' upo^  il.  Ireland  would  force  ilsellf  upon  th6 
<roilsider^tion^  of  the  House  and  of  the  Empire* 
df  Which  it  wa^  $.  vital  part ;  it  was  in  vain  to  Over- 
lo6k  the  watits'aild  the  intefe^ts^  the  e:icpectition^ 
aiicT  th6  rights  of  Irdapd  ;  it  ^as  in-  vain'  to  tnfie 
with  the  pledges  given ;  Ireiand  liiuSt  fiaVi'  iti' 
Weight,  fbr'  it  must  be  felt,  that  th*  'cfbHiWott 
eiitvuy  (fouid  riot  b^  resisted  'Cvhhoiit  Ireland.  Thi 
j^lfedg^,  givfen  under  thfe  atithorUy  of  the  noble 
Lord^  djpposit^,  dOuld  ii6t  b^  eV&ded,  though  tlliii 
noble  Lord  may  riot  Act  as  it  required  hirti.  fhti 
h6ble  Duke  at  the  head  tff  the  present  govfernriifctit 
hid  given  a  still  strOiigef  pledge.  He  hid  wHtteti 
two  letters  to  two  officerk  of  th'(6  I^ish .  Brigades, 
friviting  them  to  enter  into  the  service  of  thli 
country,  on  the  promise  of  making  the  Irish  act 
of  l7d^  general,  aiid  further,  of  openitig  thd  whote 
military  career  to  them, 

'    Mr-  Tielrney  began  by  bbservihg,  that'  iailthough  Mr.  rj«r- 
the  gentlemen  on  tl^  other  side  stated  expressly,' 


520-  ;    ,TA«^ii<?»^«  _^(5f«)^fi  ///.       ;      .  v 

laoir-    thatrlii&^aksty  h^d  ao  adviser  ia  tl;us  instance; 

^  "^  but.  acted.,  enlixd^fyom^  co^lcl[  not. 

credit^ thp  iTUth  of .th^t  jasspFtjign;..  -He  bplieyed 
theiKrn^vb^d  secret  advwecs :  and  he  had  suspect- 
e;d  for,;mpre  .than.a  i?cionth  before  the  late  minis- 
'  tecs  wgrp  disnrisged,  that  he  w^s  mflnenci^d  by  se- 
c^et  adyi^ei;s,  ^He^belie;ye4  if  his|Cp^scien.c^,..tbat 
Ijig  Majesty  \ypuld;  nejvei:  b^jv^pj  dfinaniiled  that 
pledge,,  if;  he  h^d  pot  been  set  pp.  tq  dq  so  bv  spnie 
6pgre,t  ^.dyisers  :  ,aBd;it  was  the  qnlyr'thing,  which 
CQuld.m^Vei.tbe  p^esept  piinisters  bope  ,tO[  retaip 
tbc^r.^situ^tiqn^,:  ,  Jt  appear^^d,  to  jhUi),  J:bat  tbe 
nledee.was-thopffh't  af  jonly  fpr  tha.t  purpose :  that 
it  was  -Knischi^voqs  to  the  interest^  and  th|5  peace 
of  the^country ;  but  that  to  Ireland  .it  was  the 
ijipst  fatal  blow,  that  the  heart  of  man  could  con- 
ceive.  ,The  system^  however,  by  wbjch  the  mi- 
i}ister.s  Dromisgd  to  govern  Ireland,  was  contained 
in.  twq  very  prexty  wokIs,  firmness  and  Qonciliation., 
What  they  meant  hy ^Fmmss  was  pretty,  gyn^rallv 
]^iu)\v:n ;  rbut  ,wbat  tbey^  njeant  by  conciliation  was 
^^^t  his.  power  to  pppceiye,    .Cp^piH^a^tiqn  vY;a^^gc-| 

buJt,tll«  (Cpnciliatipn  of  tke  present,  ministers .wasj, to 
take  a>vay  every  thin^ffr  and  to  o^iv^  nothing:  not 
eyan  hope,  r  Ji  \va^  insulting. to  the  Cathqhcs  of 
Ireland,  that  those  doctrines  should  be  now  avpw- 
ed  and  supported  by  a  noble  Lor(lr(Lord  Castle- 
reagh),  who,  in  liJOl,  wrptertothp  leaders .pflqe 
datholiabpdy,  to  tell  ihem,  that  if  they  Woutdrbe 
^  .  calm  and,  quiet,  and  trust,  to  him.  theic^'cfainis 
'\slioukl  be  granted.  ,  .         .;       ,  , 
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;Oa.the  18th  of  April,.  1807,  a  general  and  very  ^^ 
important  meeting  of  tlie  Catholics  took  place  at  a  oieetui^ 
the  Exhibition  Room,  William-street,  pursuant  to  thoiics. 
public  advertisement.     The  Earl  of  Fingal  having 
taken  the  chair,  stated,  that  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
gentlemen,  who  had  been  appointed  as  a  committee 
for  preparing  and  forwarding  the  proposed  petitiou 
to    parliament,,  he   had  convened    tlmt  meetingi 
That  since  the' last  general  meeting  at  the  Motiui^ 
Ja,  important  events  had  occurred,  which  rendered 
if  necessary  to  pause,  and  view  the  determination 
of  that  day.   Under  that  impression  he  had  endea- 
voured  to  obtain  the  advice  of  friends;  whose  sin- 

•  '  '  *  * 

cerity  and  disinterestedness  had  been  so  completely 
proved, , and  that  every  respect  and  attention  was     « 
due  to  their  reconxmendation. 
'  jVIr.  Gratt^n^s  first  letter,  in  answer, to  that  writ-  Mr.  crat- 

,  '  ...  ,.',....  tan's  lel- 

ten,by  t)ie  Earl  pf\fingal,   was  then  read  by  tlie^«fs- 
Secretary,,  in  which  he  expressed  his  thanks  to  the 
atholics  for  the  honor  done  to  him,  in  jboliciting 

him'  to  present   their  petition' fo  Parliament;  he 

*•  .   "  ,    '  .    ■ '    >  •  •      .  •'*»'.■■«.•*• 

added  *   that  he  should  be  unworthy  of  that  honor 

aud  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  him,  iC  he. did 

not,,  in. return,  give  his  candid  opinion,   that  a  mo- 

tion  in  Parliament,  on  tlie  petition,  would,  at  .that 

moment,  be  injurious  to  tlie  Catholics,  which  opi- 

nion   the  probabljp  or  actual  change .  or  ministers 

dbes  not  alter,  but  teiids  rather  to  confirm.     Mr. 

G rattan  added,  that' he  should  deem  it  expedient 

tb  procure  the  opinion  on  the  subject*  of  those 

friends,  wlio  had  supported  t*lie  measure  so  ably  iii 

Parliament,  "and  'who   had  Tccently  given    such 
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i^t*  strong  proofs  of  tbeif  sincerity  ;  he  would,  there-, 
fore,  emleayour  to  obtain  a  meeting  of  those  gen- 
tlemen for  that  purpose,  and  transmit  the  result  to 
his  Lordship  as  soon  as  possible.  Mr,  Gratlan,  in 
a  second  letter  stated,  that  he  had  procured  the 
meeting,  to  which  he  alluded,'  and  that  it  was  the 
decided  and  unatiim'ous  opinion  of  the  noblertien 
and  gentlemen,  who  took  tlie  trou1>le  lo  consult  p«, 
this  occasion,,  that  it  was  uhadviseable  to  present  4 
petition  at  that  time. 
Mr.Kfogh'8  Mr.  Keoj'h  opened  tj^e  debate.  '*  We  are  called 
Upon,  said  he,  this  daj  to  decide^  whether  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Catholics  of  Iceland,  iaow  upon  the 
table,  shall  be  forthwith  sent  to  England  by  our 
noble  chairman^  to  be  presented  to  the  Imperial 
Parliament.  Those  events,  which  have  so  ireccritly 
occurred,  will  enable  this  nieetiiig  to  determine,  a3. 
becomes  the  character  of  the  Catholic  bocly.  W^ 
are  all  apprized,  that  th^  late  ministers  broughjt  a 
bill  into  Parliament,  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  pro- 
m<»te  all  dissenters,  including  Catholics,  to  any  mU 
litary  commission  whatever.  This  bifl  did  not  grant 
to  the  Catholics  any  privilege :  but  should  our  body 
ever  produce  a  Moira,  a  Hutchinson^  or  a  NelsoUj^ 
by  this  bill  their  services  mi^ht  not  be  lost  to  the 
state.  The  King  would  have  power  to  prornote 
them,  provided  his  conscience  shoukl  riot  forbid. 
This  bin^  however  limited,  was  not;  honored  yvitli 
Royal  approl>at ion.  .Ministers  consented  to  drop, 
or  give  up  the  bill.  .•  This,  was  'not  deemed  suffi- ' 
cient ;  they  were  called  upon  .for  ^tj^eir  signatures^ 
that  they  should  never  again  propose  that  measure, 
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or  any  measure  conwcted  with  it ;  Jhis  they'  ite- 
flfeedy  atid  have  resrgned  or  been  dismissed.  A 
short  time  before  this  avowal  of  the  royal  will,  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  had  prepared  the  petition  on 
our  table,  for  a  repeat  of  those  laws,  by  wtiich 
tliey  are  disqualified  and  degraded ;  their  meetaigs 
were  attended  by  all  the  Catholic  nobility  then  io 
Ireland,  a  great  number  of  gentlemen  ot  landed 
property,  and  by  many  of  oar  most  opulent  mer- 
chants. In  all  these  meetings  there  was  perfect 
rniaminiry  ;  not  one  dissenting  voice.  After  ma- 
ture deliberation,  it  was  the  collected  seusfe  of  our 
body  to  petition  the  Imperial  Parliament.  In  the 
ihort  period  of  a  few  w^eks  many  fearful  changes 
have  taken  place,  and  religious  ferments  been  ex- 
dited,  which  caH  upon  the  Cat^holics,  in  their  de- 
cision thi3  day,  to  give  a  proof  6f  their  temper; 
frirmness  and  good  sense.  From,  the  uncontrovert- 
ed  stateitoent  of  the  late  ministers,  it  appears  they 
did  in tfend  10  govern  Ireland  without  persecution, 
but  (to*  let  the  Catholic  question  rest ;  that'  is,  not 
to  repeal  the  laws,,  of  which  W6  complain ;  this  is 
the  extent  of  the  intentions  they  had  then  in  our 
favouh  *  But  those  laws  arie'  pregnant  with  mis- 
chiefs not  apparent  in  their  strict  letter ;  ihey  con- 
tinue to  produce  one  grievance  after  another,  and 
hence  has  arisen  that  succession  of  petty  insurrec- 
tioft^,  which  have<listraeted  and  disgraced  this  ill- 
fated  country  for  half  a  century  past.  In  the  last 
year,  there  was  an  insurrection  of  the  peasantry  in 
the  county  of  iMayo,  not  against  the  levying  of 
ty thes,  but  against  the.  oppressive ,  mode  of  exact- 
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•  *-  l^w:t6  Quell  those  d^sUirbances-^TIiw  sent  judaic 

jntp  the  disturbed  -countn^  and.  we-rinsijiiTectioiis 

were  suppressed,  and  thie  leader;S  punisli^dby  the.rej 

.  gular  cgur^'e  of  law.  As  a  renoed}'  fo^:  these  and.*iinK 
/*.'»'■,■      *       •  ♦         '  .  •  '        • '   *   •   '  ' ' '  * 

lar  disturbances,,  the  Eugljsh  ministers  resolve^  to 

encourage  our  Qathojic  gnitleuien^to  enter  if^toth^ 

army  aqd  navy,  ^nd  throujg^.  ^Iieir  in|]uoncej  ,^c|> 

fnduce   Qur  ^peasautry    to  .ent^j  ,the    service     vf^ 

greater  numbers*     One  of  U)eif,oT)iect3,  theyadr 

.  xni^  to  be,  to  lessen  our  populatio4a,^an(l,  ojr;i,  the. 

whole,  to  change  disorder  and  weak n^S3^.  in  to  sub* 

ordiuation  and  strength.     But  jjandai;jrufi^t  9^tfn^ 

pel  .us  toallpw,  that  this^l^iU  Ny.ould  np<i  lmv£,  given 

them  ^iny  gveat.  elajm  for  gjr^y tu.de  from  ^tfe  .jQa^ 

tjiolics ;.  t9  relie^j?  ,^eni  ,wiis,  Aot  tl^e^  <lbj^ct  of  th^ 

P.t(.l^^l'^*.^^'^r.°,^?.^.  t<>  ;a^^'.^.  ther,i  to.t^f.,prh 
vilcVves  of  their  cQUTjtry*  It  has  beeii  called  a  bpQA 
to  the  Catholies  ^  but,  in  ^TVktl},  Mo'.hhspn-caf,-, 
, rled  into  eflfect,  it  would ,  hz^ve.  been^  a  .booa ffivea 
]fy^r  the  Catholics  J.  the.bpqp  of  theijj'blopd,rto,  de-| 

l^jiud.^  CQflstitution  V"?Vf^^^^^  ^^.^f(\i^^  ^ftT 
ly  were  cautiously. excluded,,   But  M(ben  tU^  late 

ministersji^d  their  option  to  sigij  t\w  paper  alrc^jly: 

alluded  to,  or  to  relinquish  power  with  all  its  tjmo- 

luments,   they. gave  an  example  of  §elf-deriial  and 

true  patiiotisni,  which  after  age^  vvjH  quofce.  wit;lj 

reverence  and  admiration;,  they  preferred  .principle 

to  powxr  j  they  preferred  the  constitution  tpj  pri-r 

•  vate  emoiument, ;  the v  retired  from  their  hiffh  situ- 

^itions,  an.  honor  to*  the  country,  that  gave  th^ej^ 

Ijirth.     But  it  was  riot  the  biU  to  encourage  £be 
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CitljoUds  toj  enter  into  hii.  Majesty's  service^  th'a*  ,^^^^, 
productd.fthis  event,;  for!  ithat  .bill  wis  droppedv 
Neitheriiliiad '  it'  beefi  'solicited  by  the  Nathalies.; 
ptjlli  less '.could  iOurpctitionrhave.prdduced  this  ca> 
bbiity^  for.'ouropletitioa  was  not  presented,  iSor^'en 
•ent  fort*atdi:It  is  now  upon  ciir  table,  and  Awiiti 
ihb^ecisibii  ofirthis  meeting,  •  Batibecaupe  imnia* 
ters  decllnfed  to  sign  An  engagement  cpntrary  to 
the;oath  ofia  privy,  counsellor,  and- which  would 
convey  to  the  Catholics^  that  their  submission  to 
the  laws,  •  which  .degrade  them,  not  their -zeal  in- 
filling the  a™y' and, crowding  the  fleets,  nor  their 
enthusiastic  courage  iii'every  engagement  with  the 
enemy,  nor  even  In  case  of  invasion,  should  they 
resist  anddeieat  the.foe;.irot  any,  nor  all  of.these^ 
shall  avail :  they  imist  still  be  outcasts.  The  Ga^ 
tholics  now  living,  and  their  posterity  j fori  ever^ 
were  to  be  refused  the  common  privileges  allowed/ to 
pvery  other  subject ;  the  doom  was  eternal;  and 
against  a  full  fourth  of  the  empire.  .Thi33^l€* 
vated'and  honorable,  and  diaintereke^  conduct  of 
(he.Jate  ministers  entitles  them' to  the  gratitude )Qf 
the  Catholics,  but  they  are  m.uch  more  entitled,  to 
the  gratitude  and  support  of.  the  einpine  at  large; 
whose  constitution  andlbest  interests  tHiofie  ^inisijei^ 
have  supported.:  . HovKC^i'er  tnelancholy^iordisGoii* 
tagin^x)ur  prospect,  I  coti&ss  I  do.  not  conceive, 
that  the  claims  .of  the  Catjidics  are  lo^t  by  this 
disclo^re;  q\\  thei^contraiy,-  they  appeal^  to  me 
advanced;  the:masfc  is  Removed, ^Qird  our  Protest- 
ant brethr-en^:  as  weU  as  ouitelVes,  are  in  possessiohi 
of  the  .true  state- of  lour  case.    .The  Eno^Ushare  a 
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^I^Jv;  iifise  and  reflecting  people;  st-ience  and  liberality 
are  predominaat  in  Scotland  ;.  the  present  ferment 
mtist  sirbside,  and  the  British  peoipbe  will  then  pef» 
ceive^  that  their  interests  and  cHirs  are  compatibte ; 
nay,  that  they  are  the  same.  They  will  §ee  the 
folly  to  proscribe  four  niilliona  of  our  fcllovir-sab* 
jects^ .  a  part  df  aw  horn  are  now  fighting:  the  batttes 
of  the  empire  inevery  quarter  of  the  globe.-  The 
objects  of  our  petition  are  truly  loyal  and  patri^ 
otic:  to  unite  the  Whole  of  ouaf  population  by  in-* 
terest  and  affection  to  defend  the  throne  and  the 
fimpire.  Should  we  tdl  our  jieasantry,  that  ereil 
hope  is  at  an  end ;  tliat  we  wtii  v^v^r  more  pefH 
tion ;  that  they  may  give  themselves  up  to  de&patr* 
Our  Protestant  countrymen  might  thfen  weH'cry 
out,  that  we  were  preparing  recruits  for  any  invader. 
}iOj  let  us  continue  the  patriotic  line  we  h^ve  hi<» 
therto  pursued:  let  us  tell  our  oppressed  people^ 
that  the  opposition  to  our,  just  claims  cannot  long 
ei^ist ;  it  is  in  direct  opposition  to  tlie  vital  mteresc 
of  the  state ;  that  we  do  not  despair ;  that  P^rlia^ 
ment  will  attach  the  Catholics  to  thie  Empire, 
and  that  we  will  continue  to  apply  by  humble  peti^ 
tion  for  constitutional  relief  Our  stake  rn  ihe 
country,  and  our  own  character  demand  thisl  But 
shall  we: now  petition?  I  am  t<bld  there  are  gentle* 
men  at  this  meeting,  who  inkendvtp  ui^e,  that  we 
siiall  liow  press  our  petition.  Tliese  gendetnen 
M'ill  first  convince  us  of  the  advantage  the  C^^^^n* 
lies  can  expect  from  adopting,  such  a  r^&oiu?ro£ 
They  will  not  as3ert,  that  itny  success*  is  to  ht  ex- 
i{)erted  at  this  moment ,.  for  its  fate  has  been  de* 
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cided  b^  ariticipatioa.  Parliament  b  agitated,  and  ^^J^ 
Ifceniktioaicionvuls^  Great  personages. have  diei^^ 
C€»lded  t<£r;stir  up  ,and  fomirjait  YiQlent  prejudices 
against  <a  nui^erous  people :,  Is  t&is  a  time  ta  press 
QUIT  petitiaQ  r  la  a  few  days  we:  shall  have  to  de^ 
plore  thq  loss  of  the  present  If ish  goetreronient ; 
ithey  justly  posses»mir.coinfidenceaind  our  ifftctnoa. 
It  is  thitr  ^arirest  reconamendialtioji,  that  we  Khatt 
iiot'Qow)  petition. ;  Those  .great  men  met:  to  con* 
&ider  our  interests.  Will  a  CathoUo  meeting  say, 
weaskcyouriadvice,  andt  wenow  meet  to  say,  .that 
We  reject  it ;  that  we  will  aet  in.  direct  opposition. 
Such  conduct  to  characters,  who  have  such  claims 
upiHa  ua,  would  not  be  consistent  with  the  gene* 
4I0U&  fbding  of  an-  Irish  .heart.  It  is  sisked,  shall 
>Feithe&.^v|thdIaJW,  or  suppress,  or  irelinquish  our 
petitioj^i;'?  I.  h^e  not;  our  petition^  if  granted; 
worild:  havq ;  prompted  tjie  best  obj tets;  of  tlie  state^ 
^ffn/d  th^  bq^t  inteBcste  of  our  feltow  jmlgeott ;  we 
nmy  pPstpAne,  but  not  abandAO  or  reliactit;  nor 
s^qri^ce  one  jtittle,  of  the  pnmififi,  wpou  whicl^ 
they  h»ye)  hillifirtQ  acted.  A  middle  course^ would 
f^ej^ve  the  Qm^t^my  and  character  of  the  1?q* 
dy ;  he;  shftuW,  before  he:|i5atdov?n,  propose,  that 
the.  petition  of  the  eatboUcs^f  litland  to  the  Inii- 

.  perial  Parfiaoatent  be.  consigned  to  the  car©  pf  the 
E^rl.of  fFiingaU  subject  to  the  futui^  disposal. of 
the  CatlK]|lic  body*  This  fiom,s  consistent  and  U^^hr 
peratje  copcWt,  of  the  Catholic  bodily  would  qqu^ 

__jt^^^.^>^arirr.;fri^.pd^  a/id  prove,  them  woiithy  of  a 
better  fate.; ;  Mi*.  Keogh  Uieui-ejiteied  intft  a  de;- 
tailed,  snd  animated  represeatarion  of.tl^d^gr^ded 
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knd  insulting  sitoation,  in  which  the  body  of.  the 

Roman  Catholics  \^s  still  kept^  and  thus  conclo^ 

ed*     "  Notbwithstanding  this^  n>en,  whose  duty 

*Mt  is. to  ktlow-thetiue  state  of  thia^  country,  as- 

•^'  sert  m  soletnn  debate,  that  the*  Irish  Catholics 

"  have  no  cause  of  cprnplaint,;  that  they  are  pro- 

**  tectc'd  in  property. and  in. person  eqplUy  with 

"  other  subjects.   There  arer^thousafids  and  tens  of 

"  thousrtnds  of -hDnolrable,  .impartial  and  lil^ral 

%f^^  "  men  in  Great  Britiiin,  who  have  no  idea,  that 

**  such  ruthless   persecutidn  evec  existed  in  this 

**  woe-worn  land.  :  But  four  mrllions  of  .men,  with- 

"  out  one  representative  to  defend  them,  are  game 

'*  to  be  hunted  down  by  every  wicked  enthusiast." 

f>>«fwft»or  •     Counsellor  Hussey  ix>se  to  Ipropose  an  adjoupiir- 

iin^y-     ment  of  tlie  meeting  .for  a  fortnight;  'he  dfel  it 

with  the  lessTeliictaucev  as.  the  Tmeeting  had  been 

so  fully  gratified  iii  hearing  Mt.  Kcogh,  in  reply  t6 

all   lit^  fontter  arguments  on  <^is  vtery  subject 

Then  Afn  Hussey  examined  arid  combated  all  Mr. 

Keogfh's  arguments.   •  if,  however,  th0  afdjourn- 

meht  were  negatived  and  the  resolution  caiTied,  he 

hoped,'  it  would  be  considered  by  the  kingdom  at 

large,  as  a  sacrifice  for  the  present,  to  the  personal 

feelings  of  his  Majesty,  and  to  the  advice  of  Mr. 

G rattan  and  other  friends;^    It  had  been  stated  by 

the  respectable   mover  of  the  resolution,  that  it 

was* not  his  intention  to' abandon  the  priifeiple,  or 

to  withdraw  the  petition.     WIiy»  tlianis  it  ta  be 

proposed,  that  the  committee  of  the  Catholics  of 

.  *  Ii-eland  should  be  dissolved,  who  Uy  a  resoUtioti  of 

the  last  meeting,  were^authoiizexl  to  sit  iltttil  the 
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ffte  of  the  Catholic  pelition  then  pending,  was     ^^^'^^ 
decided  ?,.  Why  then,  was  there  no  person  or  body 
authorised  to  call  the  Catholics  together,  vvlien  a 
favourable  opportunity  should  occur?  Why  was 
every  vestige  of  the  Catholics  having  ever  met,  to 
be  so  sedulously  effaced  ?  Why  was  not  a  time 
fixed,  during  next  session,  for  presenting  their  pe- 
tition to  Parliament,  with  liberty  to  the  noble  lord 
to  qall  a  meeting  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  if  a 
necessity    for  further    delay  should   then    exist. 
These  were  some  of  the  grounds,    that  induced 
him  to  think,  that  the  Catholic  petition  was  in- 
tended to  be  completely  withdrawn,  and  that,  if 
the  proposed  resolutions  were  adopted,  it  would  be 
a  cowardly  surrender  of  the  Catholic  question,  and 
a  forfeiture  of  character,  hoiior  and  consistency. 
He  congratulated  the  respectable  mover  of  the  re- 
solution upon  the  public  applauses  bestowed  upcm 
his  transcendent  talents,  and  the  rapid  circulation 
of  the  pamphlet,  which  purported  to  be  a  sketch  of 
his  s[)eecb,  which,    if  he  were  rightly  informed, 
had  been  not  only  attentively  perused  by  the  Royal 
eye,  h*it  was  considered  as  the  bible  of  the  present 
ministry.    He  concluded  with  moving  the  question 
of  adjournment. 

Counsellor  O'Gorman  differed  from  the  respect-  Mr.  o'Oor- 
able  person,  who  had  opened  the  debate,  and 
brought  the  subject  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  to  the  single  question,  whether  or  not 
the  Catholic  petition  should  be  abandoned  in  toto  : 
for  that  was  virtually  the  effect  of  Mr.  Keogh's 
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motion.  He  had  two  insuperable  dbj'ectibnfe^trftiHe 
motion;  first,  tliat  it  Wa3  rtbt  at  all  cothpetdiit 
to  that  jxittixti^,  convened  iti\iro  flaya^ moitic'e,  to 
rescind  the  final  decision  6f  a  series -of  tneisKifgs 
regularly  cbtivehed,  and  of  Which  there  ^^jfe^L 
arid  due  notice  gJVeii ;  ancl  next,  that  if 'it  %ete, 
it  woutd  be  dishonourable  iand  dkgnlcitfuLto  re- 
cede at  that  moment.     He  had  be^ti  honoi-ed  with 
the  confidence  of  the  Committee,  aiid  had  isuc- 
cceded  in  procuring  a  great* number  of  signatures 
to  a  petition  agreed  to  after  many  meetings,  not  6f 
the  Catholics  of  Dublin  aloiie,  biit  of  lall  Ireland, 
after  solemn  deliberation  and  debate.  'He  thetefbre 
protested  against  the  powers  of  that  meeting  to  ac- 
cede to  Mr.  Keogh^s  resolution.  'How  then  stood  the 
case  ?  Were  they  not  how'as  well  aware  as  they  then 
were  of  the  obstacles  tliey  had  to  endountcr,  When, 
after  mature  deliberation,  they  decided  upon  pres- 
sing their  claims  ?  Were  riot  the  Cathofic  deputa- 
tion expressly  told  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and 
Mr.  Elliott,  that  pressing  their' claims  at  that  ifao- 
ment  would  be  not  only  injurious  to  their  own  in- 
terests, but  to  those  of  the  Empire  at  large?  Were 
they  n(Jt  told  the  question  would  turn  out  of  power 
those  great  and  good  men  their  frifends ;  and  place 
in  power  their  enemies,  and  of  course,  those  of 
the  constitution  ?    They  were  told  all  those  things, 
and  still  they  decided  lipon  gbiHg  forward,  and 
they  did   right;  no  change   of  time  or'circum- 
stances  should  ever  prevent  them.     The  question 
was  too  mighty  to  depend  upon  this  or  that  admi- 
nistration or  opposition ;  the  Catholics  should  ue- 
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'^oMlkHM  'lOiAmi  ora  ti^m^orar^  lobstacle  shotSId 
^€t  ftj^s  /ttetn ;  )t9fie  stretigtii^  pi^icy  ami  j\is« 
'ticte^^ithbtrcawie  (tip^n  wfaicli  aldoe  they'Shotild 
^.KiiC)  >f^o«i(l}alM^ys<for0e  it  forioiard.    In  the  wdht 
^Ititti^s, '  Mi4iiKti^  the  >CathoIic  had  little  else^  lie  pi^e^ 
^i¥^  M^illolfo^^ladhis'OharMterli^tai^        the 
'X^lb^yt  lias^  b^en  inM'Ited,  <!ak»miiiattcl,  and  6^- 
)^^d  by^^i^trd  Yji«k-ilittfifte#s,  a«d  ^a  Moody  inipio 
li^  fMIAal  coBe ;  biit  Dever  before  this  uras  he  ihade 
HSie  iii^tiNiMefit  elf  his  oWn  ddgmdation ;  never  at- 
'^tti^t^  'to  t>e  ti^de  the  appendage  <lf  a  pkrty. 
1V>  tfXjMe  ^titible  and  Exalted  diaractei's  in  both  ^ 
«dd?ifed^  of  Parliattieiit,  *who  bad  ^otised  the-  Ca- 
'^boliei  oaiite,;  iMicetising'attd  eternal  gratittrde  was 
tkre ;  ali^  i«cOntmeiidati^  or  advice  conllrig  from 
thein  shddd  be  treated  ;m1^4i  deference  and  res- 
pect; arid,  hei^,  said  Mr.  O'Gorman,  I  ackdoVCr- 
ledge  I  have  to  encounter  the  strongest,-  or  pr6* 
;bably  ^tiie  Only  strong   point   maide  in  tbe  long 
^fitttd  «l6aiient  speech  of  Mr.    Keogh.      But  the 
'  tnkiistei^s  opinions  ^e're  previously  and  distinctly 
known ;  the '  GdthoUcs  paid  tK)  deference  to  those 
opinions,  \i4)eti  «hey  were  in  power,  and  now:  that 
they  ai'eout  of  pn^verj  they  were  ail  deference  and 
i*spe(it ;  so  they  never  let  tl>eir  frienfds  rest,  until 
they  had  turned  Haem  out  of  ofitce ;  and  nawthdy 
leave  their  enemies,  their  sucdess([>rs  in  ^uFet  zdiL 
undisturbed;  possession  of  tlieir  places.     **.  Let  us,'* 
«ard  he,  '*  iuilteaid^f  fdllowiiifg  the  advice  of  the 
**  late  miuistryv  adbptthfeir  example;  tliey  :bavc 
*'  set  us  a  bright  one;  they  have  «a^rtficed  their 
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power  and  their  places  to  their  character  and 
their  priiiciplesi ;  they  have  done  .ao  o^bly ;  let 
us  in  like  manner  tacriSce .  every  thing  to  our 
honor  and  our  reputafion,  and  not  recoil  an 
inch.    They .  have  been  consistent  in  advising 
us/  when  both  in  and  out. of  oiBee,  not  tO;pr^s 
our  claims;    w«  have  discarded  their  advice, 
while  they  were  in  power)  .Ic^  us. also  respectfully 
decline  their  advipe^  nQw  they  are  Qutof  power; 
thus  shall  we  both  be  ooqsiste;it.     Upon  these 
grounds,  my  Lord,  I  do  hun^bly  submit,  that 
the   petition  should^   >vhateyer  be  the  cqnse* 
que'nce,  go  forward;   yes,    thougji  sure  there 
was  not  one  member  in  either  House  to  prQposQ 
or  second  it,  I  would  send  it  forward :  because 
any  Ihing  is  preferable  to  the  disgrace  of  reced- 
ing at  this  moment ;  I  shaU  tlierefore  support 
the  quej^tion.of  adjournment,  proposed  by  Mr. 
Hussey." 

Coiuisellor  O'Connell  ^id,  that  his  only  motir^ 
*  for  pressing  himself  on  the  attention  of  the  meet- 
ing was,  to  remove  the  misapprehension,  under 
which  his  learned  friends  seeaied  tojabpur.    They 
.  reprobated  the  proposed  resolutipn,  as  tending  to 
the  abandonment  .or  suppression  of  the  Catholic 
petition.     If  that  were  its  object,  no  man  could 
be  more  decided  in  opposition  to  \t^  than  he  should 
be.     The  question  was  not,  whether  they  should 
abandon  or  suppress  th^  Catholic  petition;  but 
whether  it  were  expedient. to  present  it  just  at  that 
moment     He  doubted,  if^^it  \irere  now  competent, 
i  to  any  body  of  noen  to  vote  its  suppression ;  that 
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certaiidy  was  not  the  intention  of  his  revered 
friend,  who  made  the  motion,  ^nd  mudh  as  he 
respected  that  gentlemartj 'sincerely  as  he  admired 
his  integrity  and  his  talents; -6^  Would  iibt  consent 
to  sacrifice  the  petitiori, *  erUtt  to  him:  neither 
would  he  consent  to  jxistpone'it  to  any  remote  pe- 
riod ;  even  had  that  Iteeti  the* advice  of  the  gen- 
tleman, whom  he  woukj  call  the  venerable  father 
of  the  Catholic  caose ;  for  he  was  v  tte  oldest,  as 
well  as  the  most  usefalof  hi^r  chamtMaiils ;  he  had 
exhausted  liis  youth  in  the  service  of  the  Catho- 
*iics,  and  his  old  age  was  still  vigorous  in  the  con- 
stitutfonal  pursuit  of  emancipation.     But  could  it 
be  said,  that  since  the  petition  had  been  deter- 
mined on,  nothing  had 'incurred  to  induce  the  Ca- 
tholics to  paiise  ?  Within  chc  short  period,  thiat  had 
intervened  between  the  last  and  present  meeting, 
an'admin}stt*^tton,  dignified  ifi  character,  splendid 
in  talent,  and  eminent  for  its  useful  services  to  the 
cause  of  humanity,  had  been  hurled  fix)n\4)ower ; 
and  in  its  place,  a  ministry  substituted,  destitute' 
of  ability,  low  in  repilitatioiij  and  remarkable  only 
for  opposition  to  every  liberal  and  patriotic  rtiea- 
sure.     Such  minrsters  ^to&d  in  need  of  factitious 
support ;  and  accordingly,  with  a  resolution,  fran- 
tic as  it  was  fanatic,  they  endeavoured  to  rouse  al! 
the  bad  passions  of  tKe  English  nation,  and  to  give 
vitality  tb  British  bigotry  in  their  support.     But 
there  was  another  reason  for/lday,  which  be  was 
convinced  rto  Irish  Catholic  could  resist :  it  arose 
from  the  use,  which  the  ministry  had  presumed 
to- jnake  of  the  Sovereign'^  sacred  name.     It  was 
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Uiftfelw  initlftuprj?,  tfcatfhe  hw^wy  opiiii«jfe«rfiMsi^ 
own ;  ^d  nfit)$t  a^ure^Hy  Ihe  iiKJ^nlfOverjIWoi  evib. 
dmf^  fyi^mskn^  ky  w^  known  fkois^  e9i»tradio£s/ 
ib^oa^^rtiQQ,  tbalt  hf^  eotovkiin^  aniy^  optBion;  adi-i 
vj^w^i  Ijo^  hi3  Catbolid  smlgiSGta^     He  oDuld  iiqfc  toler 
rftjte  tlK^ocajamiiftatoiv^.of  fiiQ  ^(^  old>King.  Tbfi.> 
Q^holics  ba4  i}»^  hi»  benevpknit  auspicies^  aod/ 
Ixy  liis  p£(]l^rQil  iQi;erppsiti0ii>.  beearaiaied  fcMii  tlie* 
i])j9&tv  aJ^^Qti  sJ^Yieiry,  to  tbe  enjoy eicn*  of  some  j«j-' 
%i9J>M  a^4  pplitiqat  f reborn  ?:WiieB{  bp  ineiftected; 
tl^i^tj  ipqrf  bejne^tf^  b»^l^  b(^n  eoiafecred  Qii  thi^. 
people  of  Irelftnd  w.hjis  re^R,  tjfeftn  during  tteij: 
cpiobin^d  neigp^  of  ^  £oiii9«r  Brttiisb  Kifig^  eyery 
otbe^r  consH^^atKHi  wa^  lost  ia,  bk^  r^^ver^^efpr 
t)ie  fatib^r  of  bjs  peopk..  X^t  tbe^  i^ini$li!y  ibai  h^ve. 
the  benefit,  even,  of  th«  atHi3e;  q£  bisjoaipc;  uor 
wQrtby  a]&  tfaey  ^re^,  tb^  stand  wSiufx  thd  9i)adiQ^: 
of  hU  tbfonj^  ai]^.ii^r^$p«qt.6>r>  tba^i  siityati0ii>  \ii. 
b^v^di  tb?  gra^^fiil  lQyai|;y  oS  the  Iiiab  Calihcdics 
to  c^^nqcrffi  ihQ  tsnjpQ^^ry  ^u^peo^lQtt  ©£  theif  jnwJb 
<;Iabns«    A)|[,  tba};  was  Jiequiced:  ^a$!  mteefy,  tbalr 
tbe  C^atho)ic^  shpyld  paiv»e  fof  a  ODtnetit,  wbi'tbt 
t^e  pa^sipg  c|(Cmd  Qbfieuf ed.  tbqb;  pcospecte^    The 
Pfiise.  cqi^jd  b€^  b^lf  moioenfbry^    If  a  mifiistfy 
\wer?  to  be  forija^d  w  despite  o£  paritanietiti  aiul:m 
conjtetDpt  of  die  p^^e,,  i£  the  dregs  of  every 
party  were  to  be. selected,^  if  every  thing,  that 
hfid  fiillen  over  ii^  tlie  &bjftiiig  of  focmei:  adraioi^ 
tratloQs^  a&  too;  ujselefis^  and  tw^  ciimbi ous  &r  em^ 
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plpymq^t;,  were  tobe  org;9»nize<J  intp  a  ijiew  minis-     iw- 
try,  thi^re  would  b^  produced,  a  r^rft  aijd  curious 
cabpet ;  but  mo§t  unstable  atjd  fleeting,  and  still 
more  fit  by  tlie  excess  of  foUy  and  wickedness  to 
oppose  themselves  indiyidn^Uy  ^pd  collectively  to 
the  admissiou  of  faithful  apid,  eTjjsrgetic  milliQi|S 
into  th^  bospm  of  the  cQrisjtitutipn^     iSuch  mjnis- 
teis  might  well  refuse  the  opportunity  of  infusing 
aji.  encrease(^  portipn  ojf  vitaljity  into  the  forc^  of- 
the  Enapiie.     But  their  ill   starred  rule  must  be, 
short ;  aad  shall  these  men  be  enabled  tiQ  repfoachi 
Gjattaji  and  his  illustrious  colleagues  with  the  losa. 
of  tb?,  confidence  of  the  Irish  Catholics  ?  Should . 
they  be  permitted,  to  tell  the  Grcnvilles,  the  How- 
icl^y  the  Sheridans,  and  thq  WindhaipSy  that  tb(^ic 
advice  hikd  not  only  been  refuserl  by  tlieir  Soye* 
reign,  but  that^has  also  bei^n  jejectea  with  insult. 
Iqt.  the  Irish  people  ?  It  waS;  impossible^  tha,t  this 
meeting  should  justify  the  r^pro^cb ;  there  would, 
tberefofe,  be.  no  divisioii  pn  the  question.     He  en^ 
tre%t^d,  he  conjured  the  meeting,  by  every  tie  of 
discretion  and  prudence^  by  every  feeling  of  g^ne-p . 
rosity  and  gratitude^  not  tb  give  eveii  the  semblance 
of  dj^ijibt  to  the  heatrtfelt  confidence,  which  tl)(ey 
ilQjv^  reposed  in  the  late  administration.     Wniist. 
tbw  were  in  office,  and  that  the  Catholi<;s  rem^ift- 
eii  i^pgipancipate^j  it  might  perhaps,  be  permitted 
to;  e9t|^rtain  some  jealousy  respecting  tl^eir  inten- 
tions ;  but  after  thf y  had  actually  sacrificed  powen 
ai)d  place,  wealth  and  ambition,  to  honest  consist-  ^ 
cnqy  and  strict;  principle,   he  must  be  weak  in 
^dgment^  anfl  wropg  in  hearty  who  could  i^efuse 
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1507.  them  the  tribute  of  unbounded  admiration.  In 
that  view,  he  tjiought  it  would  degrade  the  Catho- 
lics to  divide  on  the  question  ;  it  would  shew,  that 
they  were  destitute  of  those  qualities,  which  pro- 
duce respect ;  it  would  serve  as  more  than  a  prcr 
text  for  the  calumnies  of  their  enemies. 
Mn  Ma.  Mr.  Mahou  assured  the  meeting,  that  nothing, 
but  the  strong  conviction  of  his  mind,  that  agree- 
ing to  the  resolution  proposed,  would  be  an  aban- 
donment of  the  petition,  could  make  him  trouble 
the  meeting.  "I  remember  well,  said  he,  that 
gentleman  (Mr.  Keogh)  has  often  strongly  in- 
sisted, that  the  Catholics  should  depend  on 
themselves  alone,  and  I  heartily  concurred  with 
**  him  ;  and  it  is  now  sought  to  have  them  become 
the  appendage  of  a  party.  Let  a  specific  time 
be  mentioned  for  presenting  the  petition;  let 
*^  there  be  something  determinate,  which  *wiU  re- 
**  tain  the  principle,  and  at  the  same  time  that 
"* unanimity,  which  is  so  desirable.  (Mr.  Keogh 
*'  declared  he  would  have  no  compromise.)  I  am 
**  sorry  for  it,  replied  Mr.  Mahon;  and  I  fear  so 
"  will  this  meeting  be  hereafter.  It  is,  I  confess, 
matter  of  astonishment  to  me,  how  contradic- 
tory the  conduct  of  somfe  gentlemen  is/'  As  to 
the  want  of  support  from  their  friends,'  who,  it  was 
said,  would  not  bring  in  their  petition,  he  refetred 
to  Lord  "Howick's  speech,  wherein  he  says,  if  call- 
ed on,  he  would  feel  it  his  duty  to  lay  the  petition 
on  the  table  of  the  House,  and  express  his  opinioiY 
thereon.  Neither  he,  nor  the  gehtlemeu,  who  acted 
with  him,  could,  liowqver  they  might  approve  ot" 
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our  going  forward,  advise  us  now  to  it  ;*  after  ha^-  .T^^V, 
ing  when  in  place,  recpmmended   the  coatrary. 
The  honor,  the  fliaracter,  the  consistency  of  the 
Catholics,  in  his  humble  opinion,  requhed  them  tq^ 
go  forward.     The  right  to  petition,  tHe  meanest 
subject  in  the  country  could  constitutionally  resort 
to.     He  oBjected  to  leave  the  management  of  the 
Catholics  to  any  one  individual,  however  respect-  * 
able  or  dignified. 

Mr.  Hussey  persisted  in  a  wish,  that  some  defi-^^j^.^^ 
nite  time  should  be  fixed  for  presenting  the  peti-* 
tion.  LordFingal  (from  the  chair)  took  occasion 
to  observe,  that  all,  who  knew  him,  must  feel  how 
near  an  object  it  was  to  him  to  promote  unaoimit}'  '  • 
in  the  Catholic  body.  No  person  would  go  fur- 
ther to  attain  that  end  ;  or  make  greater  sacrifices 
to  preserve  it.  '  lie  had  given  ample  proofs  of  this 
^disposition.  In  a  late  instance,  the  Cathplics  had 
preserved  their  unanimity  to  the  injury  of  their 
fyiends  ;  of  those  friends/  he  entertained  that  high 
opinion,  that  to  comply  with  their  advice^  he 
would  have  sacrificed  the  unanimity  of  the  body  ; 
which,  he  indeed  cQjisidered  the  greatest  compli- 
ment, it  was  possible  to  pay.  He  was  convinced 
of  the  wise  policy  of  attending  to  their  counsel  on 
tlie  present  occa^on  ;  (their  brilliant  exertiorfs  and 
great  sacrifices  indeed,  deser\^ed  that  compliment) 
that,  however  painful  the  effort  would  be  to  him, 
in  case  the  present  ifteeting  determined  to  persist 
in  an  application  to  parliament  at  this  time,  he* 
should  be  under  the  necessity  of  withdrawing  from 
the  situation,  in  which  he  was  then  placed,  ho- 
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^Q^-^  DQi»bIe.  and  gratify iDg  tD  bis  fte)ing3,  4s  th»fc  w- 
tuation. was  ever  considered  by  l^m.  The.qiiedtioa 
of  ad|ouciiin(»t  was  negatived,  bdlxg. supported  by. 
a  very  small  fnmority. 

Tte  original  resolution  \9ras  then  puti  9SsA  3arr. 
ri?d. 

Mr.  Keogh  then  rose  and;  said^  '^  My  Lord^  * 
•*  however  discouraging  and  dreadful  our prosp^fit^ 
•'  pnr  duty  calls  upon  us  to  try  evety  constitutiaiir . 
•*  al  means  to  obtain  relief,  before  we  gk*  Q«r- 
**  selves  up  to  absolute  despair.     Theie  is  a  power 
**  in  Great  Britain,  perhaps  not  infetiCMr  even  tcr. 
**  the  executive.     The  power  X  allude  tp  is  pub«r 

lie  opinion.     Let  us  appeal  to  our  Protestanfe 

fellow-subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^ 
"  by  4  fair  and  temperate  exposition,  of  ow  situa- 
''  tion." 

Mn  Keogh  then  moved  the  following  resolur 
tions:  * 

*^  Resolvjld,  That  it  is  expedient  at  this  timfc 
to.publisli  an  address  to  our  fellows-subjects, o£  thei 
United  Kingdom,  explanatory  of  the  principles, 
and  motiv^es  of  tlie  Catholics,  and  tbait  $he  same 
be  referred  to,  die  Committee  appointed:  to  pr^pase* 
t}>e  addrtss  to  his( Grace  the  Duke  af  ^edford* 

"  ilESQJtVEP,  That  Lord  I'ingal  be  refjyfi^t^. 
k>  wait  upon  hi«  Grace  thei£>ukeQif  Y^it^A^  2^ 
to  e^tpiess  the  gratitwde,  which  the  Catholic  body 
feel  f^r  the  mild  ainl  dignified  conduct  pursued  by. 
liis  Grace  during  his  administiation  in  Ireknd^. 
tQ.warcJ&  every  diescription  of  his  Majesty's  subject^ 
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an^itiiritdeep^  siQcei!e'«iid(ianf(^gii«(}:i:«gTejt.9itbi9  ,^^J^ 
Gnce's  intended  depacUix^  fconi.tbU  cpuatiy.^ 

^  BMiOLMHii,  Tiiat  the-  prfsc^l;  CQinmitj^e  be 
iK>w  du&olnedi'^ 

The  oosduct  o€  tiie  Diikfi  oC  Befllqcd^.tlgmush*  Latter  coo- 
out  the  whole  of  hia  govjecnirieat,  apcordcdi  \vitb«Duke  of  ^ 
thepriBciplcs^  upon<  whiob^;  a£  tbiQ  ewnrnt  solicitar 
tjoD'  of  M^«  Fox,  be  bad/  originally  accepted  it 
He  was  miU  zm\  bencvokrnt  to  &U.  CordiaMy 
anxious  for  the  wel&re  and  happiness  of  the  peo- 
piety  he  lameiited^  tbal  thd  progress  towards  tlieir 
attainment  bad  not  kept  pace,  with  bis  sympathies, 
or  expectations.  Hence  the  benevc^ence  and 
frankness  of  bis  disposition:  j;eceived  a  cbeck,  un- 
der a  coBscioiiisnefts.  of  failure  in  becoming  the  s\xo 

^  Lord  Fingall  having  waited  on  hi3  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford,  received  the  following  answer  :        '    .      , 
-  *'  The  resolutions,  which  your  Lordship  has  been  pleased  to 
'*  coovej  to  me,  as  the  nense  of  that  great  and  Joyal  body»  that  . 
**  .^|i|ap  Ca^tMics  pf  Ir^f^pd,  claiiQs  my  warmest  iic^now- 
"  Udnp^Qts,. 

^  Ifi  the  discharge  of  the  arduous  trust  committed  to  my 
"  huids  by  bis  Majesty,  it  has  been  my  constant  and  earnest 
"  endeavour  to  promote  the  intei^sts  and  prosperity  of  this  part 
'?  of  the  CJnited  Kingdom  ;  andin  ncmr  relinquishing  that  trust  in 
*'  .qbedtyiice  to.his.M^jesty's  ci^mmand^  1  retire  to  the  less  anxious 
^  caijes  of  private  life,  cheered  by  a  conscious  feeling,  within 
*'  me,  that  to  th^  best  of  my  imperfect  judgment  antl  abilities, 
•'  I  have  done  my  duty  to  my  Sovereign  and  to  my  country. 
Mt  ]»  whitefver  stalioA  I  may  berealler  be  placed,  be  assured,  my 
'A  Lord>  ths^  1  shaH  never  cease  to  entertfiin.  the  most  fervent 
*'  wishes  for  the  happipess  of  every  class  and  description  of  my 
'*^  fellow-subjecU  in  this  part  of  the  British  Empire. 

•*  BEDFORD. 
•♦ylprtf2l5^  1807.''       •- 
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^^  cessfol  instromcttt  of  llie  people's  blias.  Thadpap* 
pearanee  of  reserve,  was  gros^y  niistakoi  by' some 
fbr  otficial  hauteur.  It  is  evident,  that  fae  at  length 
became  weary  of  lending  his  na,uie  to  iireasure$  re?* 
pdgndnt  to  tht  principles,  upon  which  he  had  eh- 
tered  into  office,  and  he  was  determinedito  give  dp 
his  resignation*  I&  the  progress,  of  th^  negociation 
for  bringing  i  Lord  Howick's  Catholic  officers'  bill^ 
hi^  Grace  had  freely  spoken  of  it  io  several  Catho-' 
lies,  as  sure  to  be  carried.  He  considered  him- 
self  as  pledged  to  the  Calholic  body  fori  its  suc-^ 
cessL  and  he  hoped,  it  would  be  the  imniediate 
fore-runner  of  the  great  and  necessary  measure  of 
their. general  emancipation.  The  intelligence  of 
Lord  Howick's  having  given  up  that  bill  arrived  at' 
the  Castle  by  a  special  e:^press  nearly  forty-eight 
hours  sooner,  than  the"  general  information  of  the 
iaiportani:  circumsla^nce  peached  the  public  by  the 
packet.  Immediately  a  confidential  communicu* 
tion  of  that  circumstance  was  made  to  the  princi- 
pal Catholics  through  Mr.  Hay,  their  secretary, 
whose  residence,  in  that  moment  pf  fearful  in^ 
quietude. and  uncertainty,  \vas  the  natural  rendez- 
vous of- the  most  in^terested  in  the'  fate  of  that 
body.  By  that  day's  post  they  wrote  the  alarming 
intelligence  to  their  friends  in  the  country  ;  so  that 
it  was  generally  known  to,  and  it  violently  agU^tn 
ed  the  principal  Catliolics  throughout  thenation) 
a  day  or  two  before  the^public  was  assfii-ed  of  the 
fact  by  the  publrc  papers."  I,t  was  generally  un- 
derstood,  that,  his  Grace  deeply  lamented  the 
circumstances,  that  stood  ini;he  way  of  any  legis- 
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lative  relief  being  given  to  the  Catholics.  Tjlat  J^°V 
the  British  minister,  in  giving  up  that  practtc&l 
measure,  had  given  up  him :  That  after  having 
pledged  himself  fbr  its  success,  lie  was  distr^sed 
at  looking  at  a  Catholic  in  the  face,  and  was  de- 
termined to  send  in  his  resignation  immediately, 

.  feeling,  that  he  could  no  longer  remain  at  the  head 
iof  the  government  with  dignity  and  effect, 
.   On  Sunday,  the  1 9th  of  April,  1807,  the  Duke  ^^„vai  of 

.  of  Richmond's  arrival  at  the  Pidgeon  House,  Dub  j^^^^^*^ 

:  lin,  was  announced  by  the  firing  of  a  Ro}'al  salute 
of  artillery,  and  the  ringing  of  the  Joy  bells  of 

.  the  city ;  the  troops  of  the  garrison  were  imme- ' 
diately  called  out,  and  the  carriages  of  the  Duke 
of  Bedford,  escorted  by   a  squadron   of  cavalry, 
were  dispatched  for  the  conveyance  of  the  new 
JLord  Lieutenant  to  Dublin  Castle,  where  he  ar- 
rived  about  eleven  o'clock.     A  Privy  Council  had 
been  previously  summoned  to  meet  at  three  o'clock 
on  that  day.     The  Duke  of  Bedford  arrived  at 
Publin  Castile  from  the  Lodge  in  the  Phoenix 
Park  soon  after  the  Duke  of  Richmond,   where 
their  Graced  had  a  private  audience ;  after  which 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  held  a  levee  in  the  great  pre- 
sence chamber,  where  the  Duke  of  Richmond  was 
introduced  in  form.    The  Duke  of  Bedfoitl  tbeu 
proceeded  in  state  to  the  council    chamber,   the 
Earl  of  Arran  carrying  the  Mace,  and  the  Earl  of 
Harrington  the  Sword  of  State,  and  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  following.    The  Duke  of  Bedford  htwvr     , 
tieated  at  the  head  of  the  council  board,  and  his 
Majesty's    commission    appointing  the    Duke  of 
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1807.    Jjjtbmond   Lord  lieutenant  of  XrilHofi^:  hav'big 
b^n  ready  he  wat  sMfbrn  in  ^c6rUtng}y  add  (elok 
his  4)lace  at  the  head  of  tibe  couhcir  bdardi 
Departure      On  TiM^4ay  thc  3 1 9t,  after  a  levee,  ^bteh  Was 
of Srj:  s^ilendidly  attended,    tlte.  Duke  and  Dtidheis  of 
Bedford,  in  aepamte  earfiaj^es,^  |)roceeded  fitim  tfee 
\ :  ,CaUle  to  the  plate  of  embaHtation*     The  'stitee:;^, 
through  which  they ipasied,'  were  itncd  with  tfee  tai- 
lit^ry.       On  their  W-a^,  thie  po)Jiilace,  uiiabl^  to 
cotnmand  their  fteHngs,  or  to  express  .tbcm:  iii  a 
nifere  appmptkte  manner,  toolc  the  :horaes  frotn 
the  c^rrjages^/ and  drew  the  ticimgal. pair  to  the 
water-side.  Tlie  Dukeof  Hichmolid  £«:coinpanfed 
ihcrii.'  \  ;-         .* 
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